
INTRODUCTION. 

yf.nT-.; of SiRnnrI JrihriKcn^s lift*- were mnmentntis years 
hi itMvnl' Horn in 1709^ a few tlays after the 

ot liad been wtm !>y Knijlaiul’s greate.st 

i- U liu' i.Minid-* that surrunnded hb cradle were of political 
,xi_. lUi! run utnv ^builiurmiitldH influeurc was tm tint 
;uid ihr raili*’-*! talk that Johnvm conUI nnilrr.naml at all 
nuve In-rtinf the ahaiuiomnenl by the Tiraty of Uireirltt 

uidh main pmiiosc in the war-^the exrlmsion tjf the 

ii- n*. tiMfn fhrniir of .Spain. And lieforr hb eyes were 
u!"od in lyht the Independenct: nf Amerhm had hern 
R o.'a^'h Ni*r were the eliangci less in dnmrslii* !ii.story. 

ifS irt, lit* frll«» \is\ woulil talk with him ahm;; SiiohevcrenV 
width Ir'il to t!ie ovnthrow «ii’ the Whigt nialcr Anne ; 
J f 4 m ..»n hinc.rif lived to see the preinierihlp wf the yuiingi-n’ 
S-Mu h \<mih ctaih! not he tJllmrwise than years of va*at in- 
«4 nmioiial hfia and, hir gmitl or evih that intensity has 
^ mark in 11 mo*a *41 iking tirgree upon the proihmis of the 
It wa;i a priioil when men wmked hardi talked hani* 
lmch(!raisk hard, and generally lived harth At such a 
man iiiiif,i i*oine to tlic front wlnise hands cannot keep 
;uv 4 l*lic hiirlleetnal eoliicsts were of the rimMliest, 

” f u * tiuhl he Irrely Immlied iihiitil wliicli are no bni^r to Im 
ui poiiie si'tihf ly. It was then correct and natiiril in tfic 
OP n O’l fUif 1 % piiliiital opiionent: t^Johnson loved 
^ ' 4 A mure refined iiiicllm wat k some danger 0 I not 

■ : -Co: - ;ih eiiiiiigh for the time ; of bekf timnipled on, as 
‘ iiatiiphnl npon Citiiy. Such t social aimcwplieoB wms 
y ■ « s.'tl in ihr siirviviil only of tl» inteltedmlly ittesti and 
' 'll V.4V ill this sense eminently it Thai whilst great 
U- aar of hnglamri grciiticit*-«w«ns it work m make tho 
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time, it isaljjo in a pemiliar Ntni.sr ^ rrf’in. 

time was making the -ihr.-i: l..,.a |„ia. . 

forces were everywhere heing fU,- , 

he did notalways Jive tn st-i*. i Ir ,;i.! ii..t Hv * i . ,1 

force of long-cndured mii,rry in, in j™ 

the Kevolution, ami umi- liu- t, 1,1 

misery was there, in hi. dav. .a,.! M.ine .slLr,'' ‘'\ 
brooded over Englaiui. Thin «ne , ■ 

'vrong, ‘dans ce meilieur .h -, inun-ir^ 


SI ti^^Trrvrf 


called it in a hitter jest. .\m! |,.h!'e a ■ 
to know this well; and had „-nv,u 

it m his own life-hi.,f„rv. Tiie T.e •( ’ 1 1 1 

Candide of Voltaire wviv ihn ■ aid..- in i.rm.; ...I’ldv 
of the age in which the wiit,-; , i;.,.,; ,.j ,j , * 

‘ifrunst the prevailing optmii la whe a e 1 , ,„i, . 

too blind to_the wmiigness t» thiaj-* j 

of dcmarcatnm hetween faiili and F.a!«li»ai 1, rur 
become vague and shadowy to a teehle imwhv, ' 
courage ; but Johnson’s was a ii.itme, mggrd ,1 j.. 
essentially strong, of „ii hold thinkets h^ i< 
boldest who ventures to ultaek opiums,,, ,n « (..L-j,,, 

uic txticnic. Ihc high outrage, which imt „„ly j, 
eminence m after hut which aiilr 4 liliti i j 
struggle for bread, against the od.ls that ovetwlmlinr.l v 
of his contempontries,enahhui him to l„..k iiTt 1 I 

Sfcharacterisr 

.£i7r:r;;:r,i= 

he power to perform the last tr.aol ,e ,1., j 

lour forth floods of eIo,|u, g j sh . I ‘',"’’1 
mpty benches of an miheedii.<.' if, ‘ 1 
m Johnson’s character Kvim’ lii ’ «“•* i™ 

we hear so li . . ^ 

and e.xaggeratcd, unless the t,tmU-,!s'T ' 



INTR OD UCTION. 


IX 


:e for the fact that Johnson had no fear of expressing to 
what fear he felt. When he said that a man who 
not to fear death must be either an idiot or a liar, he 
only gave utterance to a simple truism in its extreme 
md we are told that when his time came he met the 
e like a man. It seems not unreasonable to suppose 
prominence given in his conversation to his love of 
, such, was due at least as much to his fearing men 
:o his fearing death more, than falls to the lot of - or- 
linds. Allowances of this kind must be made even 
cknowledging to the full the unhappy influence over 
s mind of physical disease and inherited mental de- 
Qt. 

main characteristic Johnson was the man of his time. 

; first appeared before the public Pope was still writing 
md to differ in party politics from Pope was like 
tilt at Launcelot— -apt to be rough work. For rough 
a he must be formed who was to succeed in England 
;on such as this, and Johnson, in spite of a wonderful 
hidden tenderness which never left him, had nothing 
1 roughness from any adversary. And in his career 
LS at once a type of a class and the noblest exception 
.linary fate of that class. Johnson’s life really begins 
find him a hack writer a citizen of the Grub Street 
was to become dictator in the world of literature, 
i man, as a politician, as a writer, Johnson stands out 
mcrete form of the English eighteenth century j and 
sd fortunate that we are enabled to study a figure so 
»us as delineated by the masterly hand of Boswell ixP 
jst of biographies. For to know Johnson aright, and 
dm to know the times he lived in, it is not enough to 
writings ; we must know him as a talker, and follow 
one place of meeting to another, where he was wont 
i hold forth to a circle of admiring listeners, whose 
rvations, intended mostly to draw him out, he con- 
l to approve or peremptorily censured. Still more 
mow those facts of his history which left on him, and 
lid, so deep an impression-- an impression which he 
)lly shook off, in spite of the iron will he brought to 
1 mere ‘ circumstances,’ 
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Johnsom^s fatiutr w.is a 1 

shire; ‘an old hiHiksrilt-r,’ -.i Ir ^ ■ 

Life of Drydenh The sisui^r |ur, /■/.; ; ■* ■ , , 
in the home of chiklk«:«d «i|trn t!<i , . .-.s. ii : 
man in after years for rrhuLeJv o:;:-,' 
of Johnson’s infancy^ the <■' ■ ; : 

youth; he searched ;me«n t'V, ■» : ; ' 

hidden ap]des; and to a < Ir.idlr ■■; i- .: 
of the fodd bookseikrd tu* ‘.r.d 

should now call him, he luelno'/.f ./y < r . 
acquainttince with rare and v 

tinguished him in after liUn ‘Why, ,, ‘ 
Langton, ‘who is there in tins k . 

Clenardus but you and I?’“ ioa- be* t.c.o.' ; >■' 

retained throughout Ids life a Un\d .or- 1 je.,.-*. 
and it is narrated how never t : , ; 

for what he described as ‘tins only in.neo , : 
tumacy to my father/ in retn.ing n-.br *„■ 

book-stall at Uttoxeter on matket day* I 
Doctor, now rapidly deidining in 40, 

deavoured to atone for this !n>yi;;U by ,.^4!.., 
in the market-place of UtloxeUu, 
standersd;>y and the imdcmemw ul the wea:,; 
father Johnson doubtless tdua'med m;r U ine 
was afterwards put to ipjod acantru ta in. 
noticeable that in his Lives of \hu Luei:, hi, 
very few authorities to whom he ivtn . j 
himself claimed that at eighteen, whmt ibr iwa 
left school had been speru at Imme, he Im-w 
did at the age of fifty-three. An umrvaal mr;.. 
to retain most of what he read, and in fhr y:] ; 
he had no choice* Not merely thr uri b.„: 
momentous for him, the met hot] ttf .e.-.in-; ' j 
rooted in him within those twy yeai-.. M 
time he had probably made the r, ■ 

most of the books in his luther’s :d'r-p, .e, : 

have been small indeed ior thi^ uyf 

for work of this kind he h;ui a spt-, i;d 
enabled him to get at the pith t-i 4 g 

‘ L'34. ■ i;,. ,1 ,, 
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iditurc of tirno ; lio in dr.'vf.'s i! -rd as ‘ loariri;^ t!a* lasarls oat 
ein,’ and for this to ]h? duno dally tin* rnenfa! rffarf 

ho tluj ^y'i'i'atoj' fljo shoiti’r tho tiuir oocaiafil, “ '|‘a spoial 
lUiirlt time la atudio.s is Sinf.h,* wrolo f''iacort ; M*ray 

lop'*a7 nsid lM)ok;; thi'iaaylj ?’ ‘>;dil J^dsuistai ; ■■■■ --.'ind a corn- 
on <d' the two r.aviiv-'/; is iiodructivc. hait ho whn wouh.! 


1 rxpo'.*', a 

lony i 

the 

ro 

ad l'< 

o ktaswdr 

sly 

r in ra- 

et |S 

ly 

thr 

tiiS Jaio ; air 

1 loan 

on j 

|sdd it 

in the so 

'Vfl 

ft' twi. 

f;on 

wltirh 

rri u|)ou |,H.:j ii 

uia o! 

the 

in 

! r t*s? 

:s! inlsdlf 

•on 

.;al act 

ivity. 


1 1 is 

:iry was asi 

CXiSd 

Imtl 

;o:' 

i van 

r |o him 


md !m 

inn 

nOt 

1 if 

t-M) iaiplit 

itly, 


iu; 

; ah 

ivav:. \vi; 

her 

•It rolf 

rriin 

• , ; 

and 

fnir rand'/ t 

|ni adn 

: W'i; 


ah'.f 

date coiiro 

tm-iS. 

Wli 

sat 

Ids 

y td mind o 

naldrt 

d hit 

U 

tt,.» If 

onoiidirr, 

ht 

I ws'fote 

; wi 

lal 

hr 

fhlj'nflrn, Id 

s sin 

' .d.'dt' 

no 

ss nt 

hour m, 

adt 

'' him 

r>. tnt 

raf 

fto 

r*v. I iltrn. 

ilrar 

V. wr 

V. 

ilao 1 

his writ in 

ys 

on otl; 

or o'l 

sm 

nds 

m; arc ttm'r 

e'Sno 



oi in 

isssar' m 

tah 

SM's i-f 

lam, 

* 

'i*.. 

t tUr miniitr 

rvrnt 

s tif 

hn 

nary 

ho.o n yd 

ho 

'■ :m4V‘e| 

’ i:. n 

odi 

rnis 


ron!sh’",( ano h‘ 

iy.!;-! joiuison inalr:onia*od a! f ’r *,anr»d,;r < i!!r‘:';r% ( od* col. 
ii*i tiajo ItMudu': in iniofunai v.-.o. at its n-ac I .ao rid'!, 
ven Oxfond had tl:rn no n.noo to pace lir-ddr J-ilai.iiai’ . 
;cr crlolrriry ; wi: h, fas* han*'., t:a* sijpado c%i'r|i:ion -of hdai 
who wa » a I rlhov of lan'-^ohi at da" n*nr wh.rji !•' Iia «<;} 
»in i!ndor,,pa>dano at rooaoo.ho. M'sh ii;;,a-n;dty has hrm 
bfil in dctorrinn'.no the thi,n's ,.nd. dumts'aod Smcov -ad. nay 
:Ciird. h in rmni-nA to '.ay dotr* that if us^. ■dx*:*. atrl that, 
|h j»d|'jiv.nn ulvvav'i irtaa'ad an .ntrs to in for Id.s univcisitVi 
miy too rlrar chat fa* mvod; n- a.-" .-t h:% r\s,aa :.a:r fa hoi. 
.|||''iln|l tillil livOovO/y *' *1 So ,4 oOtof o s.’js 1 til live tat 
hrro, and* hiftrar-n m| allin Hr irn.ahrsi all his 

If nho:ii ho donhfirss rvrn daoi stnpas I in |r,iinir..n am* 
tl oil! of f|jo wi;n;-o.v ‘dao |scn m-w hoots widoh -.sinir 
lly liaud had Ian! at las f!;r tsr.’y Irctinrs hr 

d wrir’ ilai t* til a aln I'afrruan, d'-hvrrru inhlus'.l ilnm h: 
hr had attrndr*! ivli !a hr* sh ‘Os hrh- or.!; hut iithm hie 
[>iroprd t!n*r.;oh h?* » a..;r ir* j-o.-an | hr po^rffy which 
I tisr body inilfo! |k»d!o. >:.% k'a-'a wrlhand iaiiild of 

I ivadv |o-.| ; lait |lr hm4,.ri of |iir spna pnnxhihJ uiil' idr 
Itr - nj i hji-t I hun--|n whtor thr lra‘4 m| ir.ifoni Wii% ikpir-ui 

. ■■ p. 3i, 
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within, must havf '-mA U:v'', •.; '^' ' : ' 'r,.', ,■>»>. j ,,,, 

(Iccj ner! tlm shti^iuw ^ . 7 7 :. .r .; -j' 

no relief to tlie i*! ..v.n : <■:: ' , : 1 .,:., ; 

early trials. *A!i, Sir, I M,r ta.i': i !• * -. :r v/,?.- 

which they mhttn4; ha* u> lu:. J . S,- 

Oxford Jolmson hruu_fo* aw.er aSh ii "s ; ■ . i rr 

of the Vanity of Hunr/a W;.''. , ..a I :: a 
speculative lueadtui, hat toon l;.s; .r.,- ■ ■■ : . ,,,. 

*Bei|P'i on t!se p. wr! !' o* : ; * ; 

And |>.au''<c nwh'.ir* !ii«*ai h.;:;.', 1 i - v, 

There m.ol. ware ;l!’s ih- ,/. *- • ,d, 

l\>il, envy, want, the- -:, 7 j 7 - ’ 

Leaving Oxford, Jolnv.f'U thnn.; h: *••:» ta;:.' ! ’ 
the world. From hi*" Ittle-'r, wh.^ !..» , .la-'l ::i 
he had but twenty »pn a-.i*; :e; r Cr o-:, "^r. * » v/:..,:. 
himself in duty bound t<» pat .oa-ir < -a, a. .* ^ 

against the death of hn rmuiirr, yluan !.r ; :Iv : v 
he might not be without the means ti pr-.-vi iata !■ o h-j t, 
thus depriving himself of neeo ,',ara a n* t.,y : -p ; S 
accompaniments of a deep srarow. Ife nhS. ^ ^ -/j : 

as an usher in a schotd, mr oeeupatjrm wl.ii.'h h'- 
unfit, and which accordingly H-.vdirA In *-m, h ’ e 
misery* that even John am s coum/.e emdo; !• •: : r' 
He therefore, with a decre.rsed !>tore of ru. :a-v .,aVl i 
increased melancholy, came Lirsniiv^diiim in t ■ ; e 
lived awhile as the guest rd’ his (ild 1 f-i: .v ,■ 
here he published his translsuifur oi thr w^ak to 1 . 
afterwards drew the idt*a id his i: ?, -.r bn bi* - 
Voyage to Abyssinia, In ihis tr.ov.biinn !r;» gf.: • p > 
own style appears, tlnnjgh it is drasiy %. o j 
Lobo was a Portuguese Jusnit, who *:o:: ■ : . a m-v. 

•Abyssinia in i6cc, and who, harhig' o- i ,7. 

and made his way thither, ponrfd. j,* . ’.,r a 1 ,4 
together with his own idea-* on tnanv 1 f tj,?- 

connection with the omnny, and in p..-n'. be 4., * , »n[’* 
of the Nile and the re,‘eo»n rd in, n*- ■■■■ffb. \ 

Johnson, when en-a<;c.l mi thi. w,ui., ib-d', 

tenstic, and which jiiwe.. h.uv , mylru-:, ; i.;.. 

' Vaia!}' 01 lliniiasi W' |,ri, i 4 ri . I n;. 
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of body and mind, ha.d boctHrie, ovt-ri at that cnivviKaa-aliu ly 
early date. Jolinson lingered ova* r tl:te taak till Mr, Ih't'm 
pointed out to liiin that through his c!ilatia-i:ie:>',, tho iiiititrr 
who was setting it up was hosing’ work. To apprtnicli 
through his benevidtiiee was grnrrally tc^ suoeeed. In thi.- 
case, thoiigii really indisposed, he lay in bet! dietag! g to Ih-eg.*:, 
and finished tlie work as qiiieldy as pr>:.*4lde. Wh- liai" is. 
this anecdote thii same charaeteri!a'ies tlia? uisssDgatdr'ii h;;.; 
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companion. Such howcve!' 'a,i . iin-u 
who was dependent on hi^ , t,-. 

the fete which Johnsim knn^vhi 
and took the road to lamucm. ur.h ^ 
and an imfinished trajo^dy fnr ad I- 
the fete he was to uwh ihoin,: thr h: ,• 
struggle in London, in thr„r yr'n„ w^ L-: 

Johnson himself once lutul, luo;: rdu~v hr 
of want, to narrate this pfnn‘--u *-( Ir , u 
'large heart was too full, and a vnidrn 'dn -d 

to leave the tail; imteid. SMiniMew d.r.: ■ .• 

more we can infer. lasow fui 'hr^ * 
inipransus/ and we omdndr td.at udr-a i\.' 
would not eat. We kmnv ilaii ’.aaer:;:-, ’ 
dodging, he would walk the su*r:.. ad n- ■ 

Savage, and a smile s!n]o;dr:» tln.‘*a'h ."d 
hear of this illded, ilh-ciuC huu.rl. 
the night against Waljn.Ie, as- ‘ ‘ / 

The resolution was ,'i. ic^ arV 

expended over fdiy;,ffe^nd pnands ut o-n ^raf . ia the hire 

of mercen^eXa,,.! ,i, hau- h JZ 

0 bUlIub It ,s jH-rhai*;, iu..!r Hurt .:>a;:.;t,il wlicthw 

Walpole ever cxi.rwslyil.vl;,.,.,l hi. I.-;,,.) th.a ,n,,v uru. In, 

his price, but It is tolerably tint hr 1. ,1 I / 

"onymen. Ya h. ",1 

E'rJrty:";;;”;-';*''? 

pnee would have saved Inni iron, a.-tu.d :.t.u v .,(m ui. 

;.b JnTEC: “l;,; ■ 

period are almost wholly wantin ,l„.,r ,' ' , 

to pass it over aluu.st ia ‘‘'‘’V* 

of anything but of hk'd 'Wm «... {,. talk 

when he tried to narndLheTu(krL*l'''’?‘7 ''‘'‘'‘*' 

«.r;r 
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(forget that he ti.erei.y disgustcii lliasr; who I,a,i in.. 

(If, lelt the real i)ang» of liungcr. When in r'' 

.-he Vanity of JIumi.ui Wishes l-e poiin. out ih-. of 
roken idols of hiiinanity, wc must remember that whih, 
ry knaves and fools- Anwils and Kaiplis /w ,rJ,' 
-were growing fat „„ f,nhcry, and cnltmele-;.; etumin.'’ 
ruling the kmgdom, .Samuel Johnson was tramj.in.r ,5'' 
S at mglit, with the wind ereeping throiigh his eoat’ -ind 
atcr tlirouf»;h his hunts. ^ 

rweie the manners o| the time at all inelined toward- a 
I consider, ation oi ‘worth by itovcriy depies .ed.’ p xi'-,'- 
y more than a genwation .since thti (tneiiy of Otyden hid' 
paid lor by the hoola.ellei.s by hulk ahme, ( f 'f. imv „ 
0nlmn.sell allows ' (bat since time time U.e'gem ml', onii,,; 
dere had mipnued. ihit even yet the iiumie.s oft],,, men 
Mui tlKi luuury towaniji chnsr whwt luui thr hjain- St*? * 
»ce.s of softening ciiliiire. We hav,' an .mm 
S m Uu; laet thi't Osborne, by whom johm.ou "ha.l lieen 
>'cd m catalo;;,.,,,;.. the ll.ulei.m I ibi.uv, presumed too 
the young writer;, poverty, and h.nin ; a.i.li,. .-.ed him in 
It terms, was promptly kiioche,! down wuh a tolio, 
h was literary I.ondon when J.dm.on emeieti it in 
tle.st year he hee.iine connected „i,h the ( hmth-tn h' 
Hue, and tin., periodnal was tor s.-m time his chief 
rt. I ,uhami nf.uy dehaies w<ie n..t then le.'ul.niv 

Stiwic ol l.ilhptit, .speeches which ..piT.urd to 1... 

'“‘"'di'' '*• l<im hy peiwm.s 

th iidir 'h' **' * I “"“I"''*''** ••'l-rrcht's 

th .sides. t s.acd appe,.i.m.;e-( tol. mhly welV he snd 

*.<|plauded hi. h.„ impauiahty.Mm, 1 to.ifc I ; 

'gs should not h.ne the best „( h ' ■ft ,. V 

d I ,i, , 


,S.UU,; year appe.tted his i.., ,,, ■ I ■ p, ; T' 

. t ii M . ond tdtiimi »n .1 wee/ 

Ndh jubteson was cmniwllcd. by if 

' i'> s«. 
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Juvenars great satire upon R«hih% tu aim lutv.l of his si:; 
the a//, as distinguished from tin* rumury, it must; 
supposed that in this |);init:ular ho was o'qiivssing j: 
sentiments. The poem is simply a voat lor his hatreo 
Whigs, and for his own gloomy imiuno. 'riiis last, tk 
expression never falls iKmeatli tin,; dignity of geiien 
plaint, and has no personal refcionoos to hiimadf, is a 
bitterly enough 

Since worth, he cries, ‘'in thr-r <lr!;riHTat(* days 
Wants ev’n the cheat> rewaol <0 ('inj ts pno'.o; 

In those curst walls, devoto tu \kr aiui gain, 
Since unrewarded science toiT in \ain; 

Since hope but soothes to «U>uh!<' luv dh'.Orss, 

And every moment leaves jny little h s o 
While yet my steady step', no n'att r.n t.uns, 

And life still vigorous revels in luy vein'.; 

Grant me kind Ileaven, to tmtl snnu* h.fppier plar 
Where honesty arid sense are no ' 

And again, in closer reference to his own lot ; 

‘This mournful truth U every wlierc Ciudrfi'iMi 
Slow rises worth nr vovmvvr 

Ten years later, in 1749, appeared h\s other great pr 
an imitation of Juvenal, under the title, I’he Wmiiy uf 
Wishes; and we can again trace the diepeuin;: gloor, 
author’s mind by the tones iti widieU he tiur ever- 
new strain, Vanitas VanitaiunL 'hliih i:. the pnetn <d'\i 
Rasselas may be truly described as a prose versitm. 
years intervening between its publication and that of*', 
had found Johnson just able to kcci) from the d 

bably, thanks to his connection with the ( ientleman’s \ 
beyond actual want so long as his health and stiengtl; 
him to be ceaselessly at work, hut mna-r able tti <'njuy l 
so precious to a man of his teintJtmmuau, an ufi/a.ird 
Johnson loved leisure, but nust meant the h» e, of mom 
he could not afford to do without. Johnson was not 
a pessimist in the ordinaiysen.se of the ten a. Life k 
a very hard thing to lu‘m, and he doolaun! its hardm 
perfect fearlessness of the Ci>niie(|uema -. id his reason 
tact he did not see what those cuuseg«em:ej» wne, Jle^ 



iNTRODnnrioN. xvii 

conclusions as to the xoneral xovernniunt of the worhl fiom tiu: 
wry aspect of life wliich was presenliHi to him.st lf, .-md hv. i.t rs 
no inconsistency Ijctvvcen ins -etnaal invective in thic. fu ein 
against the hollowness of all arnl:>itions and tlie faithlc,.-iK-:v, uf 
all human joys, and Ins concluding' exhorUttion » 

‘Still raise for good the supjilicatiiig veice, 

Bui leave to Ueaven the luea'an'c aud the chaiec. 


Implore his aid, in his deeiaons rc.t. 

Secure what«der he he gives the hr„,td 

The sinspilarily of this irifellcctnal |H>siiiim, and its wide ddf 
ference fnim that of Voltaitc, liave hem tnore hdlv mn* icieo d 
elsewhere, d //rn/vn- of Kasselas. fhtt it is well to n-t,. 
again how external eircunistances a. a on a man hhe f 
1 hough Ids tnnihle.s have lejt their mark deep pso i'o -a a;! 
his work, his indondtaI)le will liever fail., him. dh.ou' ia 1 : 
poetry w;is written hat a white lieatd am! pa-.;aou hmds Idr/tmir'-! 
their defUii, jolinson never stoops to fd-nirlc, \\ hat Ids sr.rric.v s 
have taught Inrn te* feel, lie writes, ami manfully vutrs hi;., i,rsg 
snatching a scanty pittance frmn the lup of lm,.rhr’ 

pince lumnirst suffer, he will make Id.s smferhi;* pay hi.'u.lv' 
and tiiking; tifteen ppiineas Un his ‘ Wuiiity of nnmmi \\ i da ; 
coin his lutart s hIo«Hi into cash, and live, ever so hit*e wlaahn 
upon the prot'eed.s. 

Ihe ne.xt year 1,17500 hronejit ruiettlier and inrar pj.giydile 
scheme, f he htnuhler appeared t\%uv a ^eek ti-cn al.ac!i 

175010 I 75 -.V Kn.ui ihi . t'at.' . in ,-uu-r 

upon liri;;hHT poouiiiary ptn:.j„., ; on.! f!;,. ,, 

brought him lour r.iiiiica:. .i xu-nl,. Intu;,;' t him .i'- ... tUm; Im 


prolmhiy valunl (ar iiini.', rn!i 


'amil ln«ao,h,i;ip 


I Ir' 


me ifO' 




takiii!;^\va;i Mi.idrnly (.■iiiiiiialt-.! tty ili.- ih a'li n! 7.ti 
son. The Iciim in jnhii;„,ii amiMi.ut r.i ha, p ■, j,, 

hill irioiui Ur, 'rajloi, h,i,, atuiu.inj'. Ui;.mi'ip,| !,y |i„. 

.IS (■.xprcsMiit; puoi in liu- lu.tiimT }»■ Ii.ui pv. t um,!. 
ptppdy for tho .viiuiity t.f il.p ,1,.,.,,,.,, i, 
feulinjc, that citci i.s lost, fiiit the w-.ttma litur, ijitiioif,! n-noi 
.icalcd, and Jolnison wn.ic, in sttlt-inn rcmcmhiaii. r >,! hi., «!),• 
wnu- wokU which iia\i- licpn j.ic .cruai, .utd wi.h h. ti.m d in 
:hv tmrtigtli anniversary ttl htr Jviis, »hww ibai iiii aJlrcuoii i,.| 
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her had never abated by Icnj^th of separation and the rapid 
approach of his own end. 

Meantime Johnson had issued propt^sals for that w*)rk by 
which his name was afterwards to be best ktitr.vn. As early as 
1749, two years, that is to say, before the pi'iuiuctiua a, mi failure 
of his tragedy of Irene, he had planned an b:n;di;di i )ii:tionary. 
The plan was published and addressttd to Lmai t :!u-:;t,orlicld. 
And this work was carried on by jolmson with ;pvatrr energy 
and persistency than any of his other inulortakin;:-;. i*‘or seven 
years it occupied most of his thoughts ami hi . timr. 11 is own 
view of the years thus spent we may tpUher from tin* hi tt>k itself. 
The letter L is near the middle ol tin* altdiahot ; Johnsur. ■ 
therefore was about half-way throug.h his ta-.k whmi hr eame to 
the word LexicographeiV and defined it as ‘a harmless drudge.' 
The book was at last published in 1755, and with it rame tin: 
death-blow to patronage in litcraiunn h’or ('ht-uerlicld wrote 
some recommendations of the work in the Woibl newspaper, 
doubtless intended as a trap to catch a dtslic.itiom J*ilmson, 
however, had been, or conceived himself t«) hav<‘ hceu. iiraji-ctal 
by Chesterfield during the time the work was in hand, and 
was in no mood to be so caught. lUsdde,, the twi) were 
naturally antipathetic. Johnson could have little in itommor, 
with the man who published ‘ 'Letters to his Htm/ containin, 
minute directions as to how he ought to proeeisi who won! 
blow his nose in company. So instead of a deilitration lam 
Chesterfield got the letter given below, one of the lino a, if nc; 
the very finest, of the specimens of indig'uaut epistolary com- 
position which our language contains 

' Fidiriiary 7, 175$. 

‘My Lord,— I have been lately infonned, by thr ptopricn:: 
of the World, that two papers, in winch my hnsionaiy i, 
recommended to the public, were written hy y(uir Inrdhhip. T 
be so distinguished, is an honour, whic.h, hv.lw\ vrry lith 
accustomed to favours from the grear, I know nat well Imw! 
receive, or in what terms to acknowlc<l*Hs 

‘ When, upon some slight encouratpnucnt. I tlvA vi-dted you.' 
lordship, I was overpowered, like the rest of mankind, hy tk 
enchantment of your address, and could not ha hear to whi 1 
that I might boast myself Le 7Ufm/im^r r/w i' 

la terrej — that I might obtain that regard lor which I mk 

. Kiif I nf uTA lift!!’ 
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ih'\f neither pride nor modesty would sufier me tu 
encouraged, that ^ addressed your lortlsiup in 

's;r5 ^ r uS“-5 

so little* , ttnufA teissetl shhh* I iii 

iiil'iMrisSS 

woKr«fcm-;>uiuSfon^^ S^u' h m‘ Um.-ui 

a man slniKuUHK 

the ground, \ . tahimrs, had it lu-ru e.tiK, hud 

been S-’ bmTi'hu's (U-laycd liU 1 am imliiirirm. ami^ an 
mrf eniov it ■ tiU I am Ki.litary, ami canma nuiaii is ; -ul I am 
mown ami do not want it. 1 Imi.e it in m. \riy ..-yim.-.d a-.i.riitv 
nn d-ss (.Mirations wlmm no M nrl.i has bem tr. . tu-.i, 

m he .inwiuino that tlx- iwl.lic slmvs).i cmad.-r m.; .i. mvinr. 

'"^IMvinr carried on my xvork tlms far with m. litile ..Miration 
to anj ftmmrcr of learttiny.. I ^'mil mu he d. myi.. .nm-d t ... v 
f it it less he ptissihle, \\!lh ie‘^s * i*u I 

been lonifwak.med Imm that dream of h.»i.e, m nhi.h 5 om e 
boasted myself with so much e..iu!ti(tiwn, 

•Mv l.ttun, 

‘Your loi'dshijr's most luimhk*, mint obedient srrvans, 

• Sam. JuitssMfJ.* 

The publieati.m of tlm nicthm.ary ijnvc Johnson at om e tlm 
first ttlace amonr the literary men of Ins day. He wa.. henci- 
forth to hold a position vneani since he k(t ih He heram.< 
a kind of literary oracle, 'i'hcrc wcr« not wanimr, even m hn 
own day, many who h«kl that the poMtion was a false one ; 
that the realm was too wide for one man's rule ; and thisoinmou 
receives sanction frtnn the fnct that no man ha* teen able m 
succeed to Johttwn’s place. Kor the lime tem*;, howrrr., he 
was supreme, and bis supremacy was maintained till death. 




rNTROmCTION. 


XKl 


he did afterwards write some few political articles in siifiiiort of 
the policy of George III. 

Into the remaining events of Johnson’s life it will no? hv 
necessary to enter here in any detail He was now at liluTtv 
for rest and conversation, and Ijcgan to mix mucli imuv thaii 
formerly in the l)cst society. Under snch inthiences Ins manner , 
softened considerably, nor did his real tenderness of heart abati-. 
It is said that of his pension he only spent some 
annum on himself, the remainder beiiu*' devottnl to ;a.nrif‘ form 
of charity. It would perha|)S have prodiuaHl mm b a .tmii ,h 
ment in the minds of some of his ac^uaintama* It th»n‘ eonUi 
have followed the Doctor home tther Siuue eouvrr.iitiiinal 
meeting prolonjpal far into llie night, and watehed the tf-roeimi . 
disputant of an hour ago, senrcliing deep diMU'ways htr - leeping 
‘street anib.s/ into wliose little fmg.ers he would ;dip pfumie 
that they might wake and tind a hriuiklast, heaveu':a’ni. 

In 1777 Jolinson was eigtafted to write what la* hnnsf'h »lr 
scribed* as ‘Uittk* laves and little Prefaces to a littlf Udi{i<»n 
the English Poets.’ ‘IIh: oceasir>n of this work was ihv pa!*' 
lication by the Martins at lidinbmgh of a very taidty edduun of 
the English Poets, which was both dt*fident and intonr^c, 
Hereupon the London booksellers met and resfdv«ai to mdif,’ 
in bringing out an eleg^ant and correct ■edition. I hnaor Jolinson 
was requested to write roncirut accounts of tite lives e»f iltc 
various poets whose tuirks were to he inelmicd in Ihr rdition 
and the terms being left to Ids nwn tledsioig hr aimed two 
hundred guineas, whiclu as might In* CKjjfretrd horn llte inotie^ 
ration of the demand, was at oner agreril to, I'lds w«iik 
occupied him till 17B1, and swelled into dimensional mldch 
Johnson had never contemplated. Jtdmson, tlemch lie rrg.aidrif 
all work as a task, and had a greater or less diNhkr for rsriiiMU 
of every kiml, seems to have rrgankd lids woik wiili |Hstilnir 
favour. Wo are informed that it was iui Ids n‘i|«est and ircoiii 
mendaiion that the works of Blaekmori% Wkiiis, Poinfirf, ami 
Yaklen were added to the eolketiom Ii was a woik fr^r wldeli 
Johnson was peculiarly fitted. PerlmpH no iniiii, iefiainly im 
practised wnter, of his day, could co|ie with liiiii in the rs^irnt 
and accuracy of his knowledge of the Engibli literaiurr of liis 
own century and the preceding mm. These Lives liim ciimc ouu 
* la a ktler to BoiwtlL May 1711* 
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in accoixlance with the orii'Jnal plan, y^ri., ■• ’ - •; 

which contained the ptH*ius. 11u' ■’ u--. •« ir p;;’*, 

lished in 1779, and the rent in ■! : -i; <■! fh 

Lives, which was publish(;d s('p;u'a*.rlv, raira' r.; y 

Johnson was now rapidly a|!|n'**aaiar,j L:,-' r hi, Mtf 
In 1783 appeared the seonni eilitirtu U: . I Pkc? 

with some few hasty and imperloi't e,, . .4:..'.; ' . -A.i {,; 

last work of any imiiortanee. 

In December 1784 lie dird* 11 ie' tv o ! r i .,-i ■ • ?n \l<, 

last was of loss of reasmu Havin/. l^em i*;: : ' <e h. , i 

clition by his friend Dr. Lnnddt' Ik* w -h-r i • ■ r, < mp. 
physic, not even opiates to allav his pari, ‘ s i i. f < ^ <; .ivr 

that I may render up my soul to t lud nie'hsalrd/ Ur h id h, 

wish, his mind remaining vigsmm-. jm tfsr la-.g I Ir o' lUr, m* 
no more fear of death ; Dio in.an eouhl 4pp>’ ir .;r * (h!r, 
more devout, or less territied. ai the thou;.’'li! . »<! !l.’' ippr^di 
ing minute.* liis breathing,, whtDi hud liren i ’m- tau*' 
difficult, quietly ceased at seven in the eveinii.}.; oi i ir --rinbii ij 
1784 

‘So passed the strong heroic reed aw'iiv/' 

He was buried in Westminster Aldun, the j 4* 

ancient prophecy of his, expressed to Idr Inmni I i , '^gh, 
his quoting, one day wlicn they visited ihe Ab’.**) tn/g'dirf 
Juvenahs line— 

‘Forsitan et nostnim noinen ini'icrhiim oioi.' 


Johnson’s position as a classic would hr a . .urrd D n In* let 
criticism alone, if other claims vu-o I.iu- 

the Poets are rather tTitiviues than be. otjdur , ,0.1 ,0 lie 
respect they stand almost byihrm-.»Urs m * -so ;sip,,i4i| 
literature. Criticism before JoIm.noiL iiuh- vi.i* us u!i. 

known art. Dryden, it is true, liud Ird iUr «.is, a ; i u.ui ,j\a\ 

in various introdutdkms to playN,aiJil ^elf j ‘b- 
canons of criticism which had at Ifsc.i ihr uinj. y -.Muiii 
as far as they wenh But Dryden in hi^ Mwn 4^. I„44 ira- ijw. 
tators, and what was them known m. uiii. 5 .m . 4 * .nirrlric 
unworthy of the name,- comsisiing only ol un^xiXiUr^l 
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attended with striking ad vantages as Wid! a. snifa‘ |r 
dangers. Though Johnson was not uii‘.u;!!r,l ia ^ g ‘ 
literature, he was quite unable to appn via f- fbc I : • , 

metaphysical thought. The man who a idtarg h.r ha : a a-. 
Berkeley’s idealism by knorking his stii'k a, air. * 
proved nothing but his own im-aparity appa la. !'. > i .* 
tion at issue. But this very inca|)arity wa . i: r?’ : ! , a 
that particular age. Johnson liml 'a!l t!-. , >a ’ a I'v 
English dislike of anything tliat Keenaal ’ u.u * r.' . . ; . rp* 

homely phrase in which the averapt* 1 as aai .n 

to define the limits of his own intrKip. »• h! i i i '-i.ir- 

himself to be gsruging the infelh'ctH ttf ♦al;.*? 1. ^ ^ 

enabled to see more dearly than aisy t^uv !n i t.- l.aa ,d..: u, tc 
the exact failures of the so-c;dIed al J'...-! . 

thoughts,’ he says/ arc often new Inn ;ehh ra u.Psad, :1 ■. a,- 
not obvious but neither arc they just; and the 0-4 T i 

wondering how he missed them', xunuWt. m <tr r. ■ p,,‘ 
what perverseness of ingenuity they were eua t a, ;; j g., 
vicious style had been left Ijcliind fin* ev<a' l*v Uir; t :.. * . 

Dryclen and Pope, and here was added. *e^ Use t ■ } »■ , 

e.xample the authoritative fiat of a slJhed ^ i-i 4 4 p p"' 
had hoped by his Dictionary to give .stahihi^ ! < ' 

languagcpand in this he failed, as' ’it was 1;^'^ sP , ’p.- ' m 
But his criticism undoubtedly did much Im fix Ur* ’ t i '* r 

Engiishreadmgpublicmfavam-cd'iuuneaiuh.e;i *^ 4 

writing ;-^a far more valual>k servicts ^ ‘ ^ ' 


It will be well to examine the tWi« Ihv , p^ r 
volume, with a view to extraaing front tli,an aa.r*'. rl. 
canons of criticism they contain. Wk am 1 • f r r 
the beginning in considering the grma.t! mi!.,- j 
and to the first and most essential mvhihm, a% fn * 
constituted a critic, we find at least a panial airoin m * 
ment that Dryden ‘proves hb ripjtt of md Iv 

of performance’ (p. 62). Jolm.s..n mi,;!., , 

view as being so certainly in hi,.. „tt-n •' „ t 5. 

easily perceived that it does not cKpi.-v, .ohl,- „ 
many men of the most exquisite tistc in in, 

mental question arises as to the inim.i f,w«ti..j ,4 


’ a6i. 
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to this Jolnison gives an answc^r as liap|41y as if i. 

accunite ‘ Knuwletlge of the faihjr'et i:; la t!i;* !•!*(! uha! 
ikirable iiiaterials are to tlie architect* ip, le/f. 'lljeie is, if a< eii 
hardly be said, no ne‘'e.s.sit 7 to ctadimr this rule to 
it is sound anti g.ootl hir all liOa-atoo,* ; atui it it m * , a fra a.i 

to the modern reader, it mtiht ’nt- rcoiiemhrtfn! f!«.t ‘ I b.at 'wioeh 
is easy at ont^ tiiJH* was tiittleult at aiuela r'Mp, f?! , aud tha! m 
Johnson’s day uam hatl ratt yel, hvvn lime; alive fo the a» itv 
of a qualhicafitui wlrielr ,set*ms Pi m, now so cdniM-o'.'vIy iaoe* 
pensable. I'lus is a eaiain wloeh apfilies t,a taoo' to po-'.t ti.au 
to poetry; hw, as jtdnason himseh ua . Heil au.ioa i'ogr je- 
dueed, in his J‘',;..'.ay tut Mart, highly pidi.difai \tU'r'. on •«! ' m < 
in the mult tstantiiitg of whieit Ja* liad pumte ,f 4 hui iiuie 
beyond ‘tht‘ talk ut his uudlier ami hjr, unu.e* ;p., vg va 

Frtun the;.t' prtdintinary eoti‘adfta.!i»:urs we n.gmallv lo 

the nu'thtjdical t;amuis tfl eiitlei'a^ iftadt. Ilttw air vo- t - nf 
of an auditu'i' ’ho tiii'* we e;m mH.| in th* liwo, riair 
an:;w<u'.s ; twt* of vvhi«:lt liow-ever are ttalv p.oi.ah an- .m.e 
rather as canlittris titan as imal ft : ‘d'o jieige il.Jitlv • I ait 
author wo must trauspori oior.rh, r> ttt h: tame, an*. » ,iu. la* 
what were the wants oi Ins t:onferri|n,fr,,oirH, whm wm* Li% 
means t>f supplying, them, d'h.tt whs'h is r e-v at imir wo* 
diffienlt at amuher’ (p. f\i), Ih^tr hme ,o»u a lu f 
important Cautum h» tiara* espeMahv ule* \ 0 ',-h. n.i-ar t! fitr 
work of a hygtme ntp% 1 he /irsfo.i *»! thoiodd is r%ii woiih 
folitnving with uneieni itare, leovr^rr mm h the 
limitations tit its age may hav«* *i,ini]r4 lo, ?,• 

And, seetmdl\% we had om-.elcr. muu uird a.., end 
of ciiliidstm * It ir» not by romisoing bar with lair th^is toe 
merit of ggeat wtuks is to hr i sinoaUah hm l.y ihni '^^rur .J 
effects and ullimate ir-adt, it is m-.y |o ir»ir 4 wivik hmu and 
to write one mom u.^ooms in ti-. pier; lo nmi a Icippoo-.s oi 
expression in the oipdnal, imV ifatt^pliiii n by io|,r ini.* ihr 
version : but what is gium to ihr p.iiis imiy snfidu* frd lo/m 
the whole, and llie t‘ff»ul**r n*ay or Wi^oy, ihr I’lUit, sir^y 

commemr t'p. 97)* d hough ibr alhismn heir 1% lo |i*inJ4^ 
thms, tile rule remains rqtuilly cotnahk lor all biriaiiiir. || 
was by his own olumivaiue ol ilii» comii 1I14I wan 

raiseil m immeiisumlily aliovr lla« palfiy woiibr|iiititilr^ ol ibr 
critics who pietetkal him. || m only iictciw^iy i« 
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the pettiness and abuse of Clifford and of Hi k!,- n.,,,tr i i,, ,i 

Life of Dryden (pp. 17, sq,), with the far 

breadth of wisdom and of observm ion in io!ms,.il'VoH-i triii 1 
to note how vast .had been the chan;,;:> in l,u!c .u,‘re' tin., 
generation. ‘ 


Valuable as these two cautions arc, 


vv iif>t VI 


«.'l.4i!ri ti;' 
livvn, bill 
up; 'lied 1 
.-had jv; 


a real test, an actual, tangible phciUHncntin, hv wb.i . 
or absence we may judge for nr a:;ain;,t an a!u;M3' 
a high position, for works of imaipuat ion the iro[ i- 
unlike the two preceding rules, it r.-unitif ab^av; 1 
literature of every other kind. < Works of inndn O' -n 
their allurement and dcliqht; hy ti,,ir lu.uvr .'t mV.'.;, 

detammg the attention. That bo.,k is in i,:, 

reader throws away. He only is the masi., r ivh,, 
mind m pleasm. captivity; whose ,,a:;vs me ,,e,n ,.,1 w 
eagerness, and in hope of new pleasure are peii, ,e,i , . 
whose conclusion is j.erccived with a„ eve „f .......e'.'' , 

the traveler casts upon departin.g day- . 'Vii;;, I t 

here ano her of those truisms, .so dihienh to v,.;:.'.,.., iJ,' 
time, and whoso value when once written it is ■„ t,, , ’ 

succeeding generations to appi-eciate. lint it . M.ve.', . 

be qualified by considerations arisi.,.^ n- , Iv' ‘ V '• """ 

succeeds like success; hut in thus iiui:;i,m .,i L mb , " 
must not forget the times in which he livVs 'iutd the 'i * "l m''* 
of that success being due to advmV' 

With this allowance the tc.st hohks ;;vru,r'dqb“'i;’ • '‘’'.j;:. 
Johnson calls on us to jud‘»'e of Ihuit*’ - n * • * 

may safely judge hh„,eff ’ 

It will not, however, be noHsibh* » 

canons of criticism laid down ItyJohuVlm' i.V V 
we must except that one which cone, •„ , 
subject-matter of a poetical compo.siiion.’ XV,- 'n ' V,' 

opinion on this head frommorc tliaii (111,, iri.. ' I"""' 

volume. ‘Where there is no diii;,.„i, * I'l' wm 

(p.8). ‘The story of *'• 

new metamorphosis is a ready and nucrik ^^''1'’'’'',' ''' ’ 

's easier than to tell how a flower wi. o ■ V; 

or a rock an obdurate tyrant- '* '''din 

ij,_ ^ '“U agmu, 

■' ‘he note on !}„► 



INTR OJ) IJC 1 7 ON. X X vi i 

that Drydcn Itas adtha:! a note about to one of 

his poems, ho says, ‘ U had l>etter become Dryden’s learnin;;' 
and p;enin.s to have lalanired science into poetry, and have 
idiowu, by explaininjr lonjii’itiule, tluit verse did not refuse the 
itieas of philosopiiy^ (p. Hi), Now the principles of p{K‘tiral 
critieism are here mistaken; difficulty of sul>jet:t does n(>t add 
to, but tk-tracts from, the charm of poetry; and howi^ver well tlie 
ditlii-uliy may he surmounted, we an* still able to perctdve that 
tlie charm lit-s, not in the tiifficulty, but in the perfectitm of art 
which cities not allow us to notice that there has been any 
ditiicidty in surmmnit. It is interestinjt mue, however, that 
this was rathc-r the: popiular idea of the time than Jtdmscui’s 
own dediherate cipiniom 'Hms it is contradicted by the* whftle 
tenu; of the special crlthpieof the Essay on Unn (p. 235), and 
almost in so many wm'ds liy the rule abemt |H»eticaI dictiim :-*•« 

* U is a ptmeral rule in pmury that all appropriated terms of art 
should be sunk in ipmeral exprt*ssions, bciamse poetry is to 
sptsdc an nnivcuxal languae.e. This rule is still sironp.er with 
ie|, pil'd to arts not libeiid, or confimal to h*w, and tla^refore far 
removed from cmnimm knowledge; and of this kind, certainly, 
is tcadmuad navi^puion* (p. 79 ). 

'fhe wide variety and comprehensiveness of Jtdinstufs 
luuions to the code of rriticisin can <mly be perreived by siime 
kind of euumerafimn Remarks teeming' witli literary wisilom 
are Sf‘attered about Ids pages so profusely that some easily 
cfasipe any more serious attention than h exi'ited by the pass* 
ing pleasure of I'einiing them for the hiM lime^ Like all true 
classics Johnson^ wtiiing the test of the most iiHliisirioiifi 
and i casides« study, liciul im often m yiui will, when you rcftd 
ap,ain »oriieiliing fresh Is foiiiuL Ills writing is In English 
liieraiure what work m In music ; to woik al it Is not 

to lire of it, for such work alwayi brings, lo ilie nidesi as to llie 
youngest i*nukmt, a icnmilon of 6vcr*gmwing pmver* Starcli- 
iiigi thru, for gems like Ihisi we do noi go fur l^fore we 
fmd an iidiiiirnbb eanciit of iransladon in the pliliy tcntence, 

* A traiwlaior h m !« like Ills author, It ii not Ids busines* to 
exi el Idiiid^ And thmtgh Jolinioo to wy timf none liiit 
bhicklieitd ever wrote for iiiiyililng but moneyi he well knew " 
dmigrr» that Irnm Ihai ir«ci to Fatnei and iliowi wiiai s 

* f 
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introduction. 


'-ho is forced 

may earn event gives him a subject on 

‘ the occas'ionafnopt • all occasiona-I> f 

subiecr ' circumscribed by the narrowness oi 

that i;4t happen to man has happened so ol h 

that httle remains for fancy or invention. wfC Seta 

••diedL7' and so manj 

a poet.°'’"ir’tMf supply but few materials ^ 

Dry den for Pon^. ^°P® had a great advantage ev 

soSitS the ^rto'^sh- “ necessity 

Graces and ViiS^M "P°“ a birthday, of calling- ti 
have said before him saying what multittith 

se 2 raTrmoS:- 7 °“^" 'f 

illi^terirarslodd ^ tt> hto( 

being 7 toS^eSlitn K he avoide. 

and at anothfrS S b ’^^^veen the two things compared* 

rule for the^ntrLuS“n““^®*'!^ ‘hat is no fixed 

penetration we areSamef h■aes^ With shrewd 

apparent hypocrisy of privaTkSer^ H °° 

grreater acuteness, against crediSt 7, ‘ ""‘h eves 

over-freouent nmtpcftti ‘crediting a mans over-earnest a 

‘no man thinks much of that Jbich’h^^^'^ anything, fni 
an admirable exposition of wL 7 ^ b ^ despises.^' He give* 
we speak of an aJhor’s and ^ ^ 

Pope with an eloquent anplicaSf J fb ^is Life of 

of the rule before laid dSn that Particular case 

‘Let us enquire to SmS? °“ly test 

virreath of poetry, let their nrod^i^V^ mankind has decreed the 

daims stated, and the pretensionq°”f ®^®mmed, and their ^ 
disputed.’* pretensions of Pope will be no ixxor« ' 

applied to Johnson'^hSf 'ind^haf 

imseit, and that^ when judged by this 
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principle^ there can be no doubt of his position as a classical 
prose writer. It is unnecessary to enter upon any of those 
questions whicli have st)int‘tinies to be considered in award- 
iiiiX the tith^ of classic to other writers; Johnson stands pie- 
euiiiann as th<; reprt'sentativc of the prose of his time, and 
his pre emimmec has dwarfed his contemporaries, with the 
siiipje exeeptiiui of llurke. In one sense it was not so very 
diliicadt for him to stand alone. The bad condition into 
whicii Ihipjish hsoruintr had fallen has been already noticed ; 
and Johnson, wlnnse stdiolarship was rather wide than ac- 
curate', found iK;ve,rthc*iess hnv etpials in knowledge of the 
classic languap^os. 'Fo him Latin appeared a necessity, and 
tiui p.enins of tlu' Latiti ianppuq'e permeated Johnson’s style, 
contributing tt) it some oi' its beauties, many of its faults, 
and all its iK'tndiarity. Duritig Johnson’s long life learning in 
KupJ.m<l begriu to revive; stvuu.'what, a resnlt to which Ids own 
intliumce omliilniled a iaign share for anyone man. And this 
dawning eif iiiov light fm* elashietal scludarship naturally produced 
a tentdeascy to look elown unduly upon the Saxaui ekuiumts in 
the language, 'rids was a nuNlake which was very common in 
Jtihnson’s day, and fViim which not even Lnrke was wholly free. 
I'hc* classical languages have endowed us with precision, but they 
have not h.*nt m h»rca* ; tln^y have given a i.'omplexion to the body 
of cair H|H‘e<:h, but tltc? bones and sinews arc Saxon. And in 
estimating jolmsmi s style wa; slmll litni its chief fault to be an 
overgaetentimis Lalinity. 1‘bis shows most plainly whcne.ver 
he has to weave into his web threatis drawn from the bundle of 
old ICnglish pnwrrhs. l‘o ihesi^ he is as ruthless a Vandal as 
ever destroyed the monuments of a fine aiuh|uiiy. Thus he 
makes a maidsiirvaiit translate the old English * What Is done 
cannot be litdpeild or *It is vitin crying over sfdlt milkf into 
the Jolmstiidaii HVhat cannot tm repaired is not to he re- 
grtiled/* lb yfnlei\tiiaiicl the causes of this |ieculiarity it must 
never be: forgotten timi Joli«Hon*s prose was the prose of a 
traiishion age. At a time when kiirning was just emerging 
It oil! iilmcwt total iifgleci, it wa« iiiiiitrid that men of culture 
felioulil make lliitt eailtiim the nlhlmportani thing, mil allow to 
thii|i into tilt: background dial Iti which the culture is applied, 
llir timiwn lirarii die litiiaaii Intellect— the mm in 

* Eatielaf, 'Chap. I?* 
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. short. This is a frame of mind which a (!: a; ah, 'tit 

with what is familiar, often mijiistihcd hy thi* ital aa.uin*-.- 
the familiar thing. It is ever the tlanyyi* e.t a ic' * '.;r | 

should try to find some better vehitde than ih . :a ;;;f r Um,. 
for communicating his thoughts to hi*; Itllaw :;u 
he should thus excite the admirafinu ut i;’., h 
temporaries, his remaiu a*i hlraa'./a. . M'i.uMhv 

as beauties in his style, pedantic in his nuu a >' i\ I i ' ,*1^** 

in the next. To confuse unfamiliarity \^.hh i-'.r, Ih ;; ( ,,| 
was a common enough fault in Johnsnah, thiv. Ip 
the common language of everyday lite %\d> i: v:: , ^ 
unworthy the use of a man of liteiafmr is Msthr. h; vaj 
the following anecdote from Dusutdl ; — 

‘Talking of the comedy of The ih-hem a! lo* fai : “h l 
not wit enough to keep it sweet.*' hhiN s\d , < a a, ; r • ^ 
caught himself, and pronounced a lupic t>n'.i;4 s a ^ 
has not vitality enough to preserve it horn puticta 
The terse ^.vivacity of the easier hum. ;e, U s. , alf, j. 
seems to us noW^a^firialde to an ahinvu cpuhcal >!• : , 
rounder sentence, which J<)hnsnn’;ij,,-holai:> uejm, r, . 

for it, and in admiring which iluswell wmild dpubf;, •. . L.i.i-'lui 
the concurrence of most of the cuhmcil n\ru * -f h:-, a * . . 

But though Johnson’s style is open t.. rlu . ip; .■ p 
not be concluded that it is OMlly vTinu „ ^lu- /y ] 
much will not easily escape a manner/’'^ ujal J^do'. a . 
came under the operation of thi» lule. Hat he kne h ‘a-'Tiy 
essential constituents of style, as alst» in, uh.matr rui : '| p j 

the best style which best conveys the wiun . m-.c:’ ■ tVh 
leader s mind j and by this rule JidmsMn whi n^ c I r ** ^ I 

Though many sentences are tatiguingiy hum, uai ml t; " V'l 
out this volume will be Ibund h^ be ronh, ad | i I" 

a certain stately march, ami ksu's his lu 

‘Strong without rage, wiilmul obmkaum-, n.;,.' 


The very weightiness of his style wan in 
power and not an encumbrance. Few puor lurn . - ‘ 
loss of dignity, have so amipletely irp.nd wvh *. 
scorn of poverty. And as an amidHUt tu ty :,ik. 
modern ephemeral press, the studeiu i,aii ban- w* I n 
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tlian the wrilin-H ef Samuel Johnson. Ami in another essential 
ot style he will bear e.\amination, an essential whieh he himself 
pomled out in his critique upon Drycicn. Johnson cannot 
be .suecessluily imitaKrd. It has been thought ami said that it 
would he e:e;y to h.ani to ‘write Johnsonian.’ The aiiswi^r to 
wluch is that many in hi-, own time tried to write Joimsonian, 
but ha<i it not been lur ihi- industry of ISoswell we should never 
have h.-ard of one oi them. Johnson’s intelhict wa.s stront- 
Siunqjh to ;;o forth to war in iu>avy harness; he is 
‘Ar.ttir of thf‘ Intsr-lMM shirM, 

(iiit with f!u* none m:w widtl/ 

;he pros(^ of hi.: imitators prodtmes an intelleetnal impression 
ikm to the di'.eomlort ot the eye in lookiii;,' at a very snull man 

valkitif*: uiu!t‘r :t vvty hnl. 

Nor does Johnson tail in tlie .;rt;at pift of /lummr, the 
Hsmhar and pie. ious pin of hn;;li.-.h liierature. This is dis- 
ilayedj.aifi.ulasly in R.e.selas, and is ih,: one point of supe- 
ioiiiy in tlwMvork over Voh.tiie’s (‘.uidide. And omst.mtly in 
ohnsou’s i.Mitinj: the \.-in ol Immour . i-ops up in a senteiue 
.fappatenily the ip.ue,,! con .itm {i.ni, and the u-a.’ei V pleasuie 
1 lieip.hteiifd liy hi.', smprise, 'i'o his eternal honour l»e 
; adtle.i that John-.on’., htummr is never oarse. Fe.iot-ious 
ml uii.eiupulous a.s John. on iui,dit be in otMvef;,.ttioii — 
ilellei'iiially “the ntot.i! tuituie is ••ver pure within, and his 
linh is a.s inm.e, as a ehtid's. Xo other hand had sfreii,;tli 
ml dt‘iii,.i( y t.t put in sueth line lonclte.s with so hrottd a peir. 

It may b.- well to famioii the stiidi in ome (i.r all ay.tnnst 
ttaehin}; too qreat ji vtdiie to iln-.e l.ive.s as liio^rraphies.' As 
miaiives oJ la.-i they an; of very little worth. Johnson was 
ot the niim to t.ike minute ironble in invesiijpnin;; into obscure 
etiiils: ami in t.o i he nreepis with very little esamimuion. »r 

tilt Jii.tie, tiny story that may lie ctirrent about the oriK'in.tl of 
IS i>othait;i. So lar as a imnt ran \m realty judged from his 
,vu wiitmj;-! Johnson s Lives will }«• a .s,,ic guide to truth, ilut 
hen his mutative is to !w Jeiehcd from 'casna! mention ami 
teertain Iiatliiion,' Johnson smni get* out of hi* tlepih, tir 
(her ip cs tnriher than his indosity will folbw him. He had 
0 mm h talent f..i esiim.iiing pnihahilitie*, and readily admit* 
talc to the disarU«nt.ig«5 of any one whom he f>er»on«Hy iJi». 
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likes. To say that siidi v.? ;r ir i;t 

good fliitli, while it exciiHf'. ihr w .iJ.eem i: t>erfe{ 

blame, does not rendra* tia* w^al; r. of tli 

Lives contained in this \ehnio^ " r ! tw 

very serious errors. Few ut rla .;.e» > < ... ,y * som 

many of the incidents an* I sua M, I n; an 

and do not bear a innimae/fi s I'u ^^icdeno 

are, they have been here; :,:ines .1* !■ ..-n the 

attempt haviisg been made in urh ih,.- b 

under pietext ot emeiiilatn^a'i* ft e* d| ^lassi 

are pointed out in the Xntrs ; it m ;o.j 

call attention lane to tin* •* iv <! in- 

tiiid the obvious I't i!u' bv ■*? ,!*■ » ^^^ncral 

narrated by I’i)|h' ami har.ili-il on t.y t ‘ • ■>, '^'^Itaire 

been said above, it is iio! .i , , Hit-:,' ^ it ha 

are valuable. Tli.-ir v.i! a- lit- , m ib. Ljve 

of men and tliimis. wha h li.-s ■•■..■i.-r,! 'dT'^iedgi 

jwgc, sparkiiiij; in sbti '.iii ii iivii!. .in.l r- -i.mi i ®ver 

lor the miimti.e of this or th.i; j. ;.>i n ■, ,, littl 

knew the faet.s ofbiint.iii Site in o<-!ir r..l, .o., 1 b;-, i ,* -T^nnsoi 

Poets lias written :i hi.-pi.iohy ■ i la.iimno! ' 

Tlic edition rollmvo,:' '.n r 1 r.c. I.,-. ' , .i ,. .4 

latest edition in John-.on'.. iii. ’inif, .1:.,! ,;i w;.', tin 

made a tew, a very tea, ,.j tbr r t. • i ,, hac 

first edition. ■' ’*'» of tht 


Ireeu.se lia.s been nwile of juiniotf. -f ibr- ,, 

Johnson, Drydett, ami T.. tb,,,. ,... ® 

suited, I inast express niy i„ bn nvjrd, owns, ,,, 
them nuute predudin;: si^nid mem..-,,, i t.ur 

gratefully to .acknnvvk-d.;,. ,1* 

received from the Rev, .M.nk .. t, , , L counsel 

•! 

various quartm, in pat(i.«l.,r froin )'r..fr„„r Hrnty llrrfT''' 
who has supplieti *iu. ,n.i«t valuubk ! 







DRYDEN. 


Of the great poet ■whose life I am about to delineate, 
the curiosity 'which his reputation must excite 'will require 
a display more ample than can now be given. Flis contem- 
poraries, however they reverenced his genius, left his life 
unwritten ; and nothing therefore ean be known beyond 
vvhat casual mention and uncertain tradition have supplied. 

John Dryden was born, August 9, 1631, at Aldwincle, 
near Oundle, the son of Erasmus Dryden, of Tichmersh, who 
was the third son of Sir Erasmus Dryden, Bart., of Canons 
Ashby. All these places are in Northamptonshire, but thei 
original stock of the family was in the county of Huntingdon. 

He is reported by his last biographer. Derrick, to have 
inherited from his father an estate of two hundred a-year, 
and to have been bred, as was said, an Anabaptist. For 
either of these particulars no authority is given. Such a 
fortune ought to have seemed him from that poverty which 
seems always to have oppressed him; or if he had wasted it, ■ 
to have made him ashamed of publishing his necessities. But 
though he had many enemies, who undoubtedly examined 
his life with a scrutiny sufficiently malicious, I do not re-2( 
member that he is ever charged with waste of his patrimony. 
He was indeed sometimes reproached for his first religion 
I am therefore inclined to believe that Derrick's intelligence 
tv as partly true^ and partly erroneous. 

From Westminster School, where he was instructed as one 
the King’s scholars hy Dr. Busbw. whom he long after 
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conlinoed to reverence, he was in 1650 elected to one of tlif 
Westminster scholarships at Cambridge. 

Of his school performances has appeared only a poem o» 
the death of Lord Hastings, composed with great ambition 
of such conceits as, notwithstanding the reformation beg*ur 
by Waller and Denham, the example of Cowley still ke]:)t k 
reputation. Lord Hastings died of the small-pox, and lib 
poet has made of the pustules first rosebuds and then geiiis^ 
at last exalts them into stars, and says, — 

‘No comet need foretell his change drew on, 

Whose corps might seem a constellation.' 


At the University he does not appear to have been eager 
of poetical distinction, or to have lavished his early wit cither 
on fictitious subjects or public occasions. He probably con-: 
sidered that he who purposed to be an author, ought fir.st to 
be a student. He obtained, whatever was the reason, no 
fellowship in the CoUege. Why he was excluded cannot, 
now be known, and it is vain to guess; had he though!: 
himself mjured, he knew how to complain. In the ‘ Life of 
jo Piutarch he mentions his education in the College with 
gratitude; put in a prologue at Oxford he has these lines 

dearer name shall be 
his own rnothei^lftiiversity; 
bebes did his rude unknowing youth enp-agc • 

He chooses Athens in his riper age.’ ^ ^ ’ 

It was not till the death of Cromwell in ities n . i, 
bi'came a public Candida t/a r i ^ tbat be 

Stanzas on the kritt P 7 ’ ^ ‘ 

the verses of Sprat and Wal^^A^sf’ 

publish..! ® >”■* profession, 

on the happy restora- 



IlRyOKN. 


tion and return of his most sacred Majesty King Charles the 

; Sec 011(1/ 

I’he reproach of inconstancy was. on (liis occasion, shared 
with such numlicrs, that it produced neither hatred nor dis- 
j^race; if he chanj.',cd, he changed with the nalion. It was, 
liowever, not totally forgotten when his rej)utation raised him 
enemies. 

'J'lu; same year he jiraiscd the new king in a second poem 
on hi.s restoration. In the ‘ Aslrea ’ was the line, 

* An honiil ihsX mrmU^ flu* mr, ic 

A»tl in tlifiit Kilciice we n 

for which he w:u^ persectited with |n‘r|ietu;il ritlleule, pt^rhups 
%villi more than was ile.servetl Sf/mr k indtiet! niere privu- 
tiou I iinih *^'^'1^ Cil, caniiot ffiVtitk ^ l.ail, iirivaiioii likc'** 

-wise ceruiinly in JiuLws, and pruhalily oA/; yd iiodry ha,H 
iievta lH*cn udus<’d tin? ri|*hi oi aMciilattg eflect^i tir a^cnev to 
as to pcJhilive iMd^weiH. ISo iriari scriii|ileH to sav that 
i/iidwss hiiulcrH him front liin mn k ; or ilau ra/ii lias killed 
tlie plants# |)c;Uh is also |»iivaiioirj )'et wlio !i;jh made any 
ililliculty ol to death a dart and tlie power of 

Ktrikini^ ? 

In settling the order his woiks, there is some diHknliy; 
far, even wlien they are iit$|mrtiint enough lo he forniaHy 
Ditered to a patron* he does not conniionly date his dedica* 
licHi ; the time of wiiiing and pnlilishiiig is tioi always ihc 
4amr; m»r can the iiiHt ediikaiM he easily foymUf even front 
Jitan eonld he ohiaiiied the neeesHiiry inliirmaiiiim 
^I1ie time at which Im fnsi play wa,s eiliihiicd k noi cer*^ 
riiidy kiiowin liecaiise il wai iioi printed till it was sciiiie 
afterwaids alterfil and revived i hut isipce the plays are ia 
aiid to ht* primed in llie order in which they were wrlileih * 
rcmi dm «!ates ol thtisc tif ottieri tmy be inferred; 

kud thus ti may lie collected iIiai m Iti ilie llilriy^iecoiitf 
'tjiir of Ills life, he coiimiiiiccd a writer for the toge ; ioiii- 
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f elled undoubtedlybjnecessity, for he appears never to hiave 
leved that exercise of his genius, or to have much pleased 
hirr.^elf with his own dramas. 

Of the stage, when he had once invaded it, he kept pos- 
sess-ion for many years; not indeed without the competition" 
of rivals who sometimes prevailed, or the censure of critics, 
which was often poignant and often just; but with suchi a' 
legree of reputation as made him at least secure of being 
heard, whatever might be the final determination of the 


10 public. 

His first piece was a comedy called the ‘ Wild Gallant.’ 
He began with no happy auguries, for his performance was 
so much disapproved, that he was compelled to recall it, and^ 
change it from its imperfect state to the form in whi’ch it 

now appears, and which is yet sufiSciently defective to vindi-^ 

cate the critics. 

I wish that there were no necessity of following the pro- 
gress of his theatrical fame, or tracing the meanders of his 

- It will be fit, however, to enumerate them, and to take espe- 
cal nouce of those that are distinguished by any peculiarly 

eLhr^dT composition and fate of 


a writer nnH , * reputation both as 

of drama;” rh;rX\\e'^^^^ 

sufficient certainty of . f If ® dedication with 

•».. .0. %&crd' ■>«» 

Indian Emperor’ was pubiishg^ ^ ^ 
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tragedy in rhyme, intencletl for a .sequel to llowarifs ‘ Indian 
Queen/ Of this connection notice was given to the aiitlitauu,* 
by i)rinted bills, distribntca] at llu:* dcKirs ; an exiiedient stip- 
postai to be ridiculed in *The Rehearsal/ when Hayes tells 
Iiow many reams he has printed to Imtll into the audience 
some conce|)tiori of his ydot. 

In tins play is tlie descrifaion of Night, which Ryjner has 
made larnous by prefmTing it to those of all other poets. 

The practice of making tragedies in rliyrne was iiitrodiiecd 
soon after the Resturatian, as it seems, iw die Eari of i Irrerv, m 
in compliance with the (Opinion of iliaties the Second, who 
had formed his tasU^ l^y the hVenrIi theatre; am! Dgvdetg 
who wrol<% aiul made no diHietdtyof dtndaring that he wrote, 
only to phnists and who peiEaps knew that Iw his dexiediy 
::d versification he was more likely to exia:*! oiliers in rhyme 
;;h;m without it, %Try readily adoiued Iris masierls prideiamce. 
tie tlua-efore made rhyming tragedies, tilh liy tlic prevalence 
:)I' manifest propriety, he secims to liave grown ashamed of 
naldng them any Imgcr. 

io this play is prefixetl a. very veliemeiil rlr fence of dra- jc 
natic rhyme, in confutation of tire |mdace to the * I'hike of 
>crma; in which Sir Roliert Howard had censured it 

In 1667 he |:m!)lislied * Anmm. Mirahilm/ the *Ycaf of 
Vonders/ which may he esteemed one of hi,i itm>l elalitiraic 
ecu'ks. 

It is addrcssal to Sir Robert IIc«v.ird by a letter, which is 
at properly a tietiicatifin; aiul, writing to a jwet, !« has 
Ueispcrsed nuiiiy critital ohscrvatiotis, of which sonic arc 
(Jiumtm, uiul sonic periiaps veniiircd without much coiisi- 
c, ‘ration. I le hegan, even now, to exercise the ilornination of jo 
t niseioiiH genius by reetininiciuling his own performance 
1 am satisfteti that as the Prince and General IRnpert and 
ronk| arc incompsrahly the best subjects I ever had. sr) 
hat I have written on them is much better than what I h.ave 
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J riurmea on wy omer. as j. nave endeavoured to aclor 
I";.- jcicm with noble thoughts, so much more to express tbos 
tb ’rciits with elocution.’ 

I- is written in quatrains, or heroic stanzas of four lines 
.1 :i;ea=ure which he had learned from the ‘ Gondibert ' c 
Ir.'.c.cnnr, and which he then thought the most majestic tha 
li.c J'inglish language affords, Of this stanza he mention 
Jj.e tr.ccmbrances, increased as they were by the exactness 
vhidi :.he age required. It was, throughout his life ven 
rnu .c l-is_custom to recommend his works, by representation 
o; ;::e dmculties that he had encountered, without appeai-inn 

: -va-.e sufEciently considered, that where there is no difficuIt^ 

L.ere :s no praise. 

Sir Robert Howard 
anJ Dryden towards each other something that is not n™ 
easdy to be explained. Dq^den, in his d edition o A E° 
of Orrery, had defended dramatic rb^e • and Ho,^ ^ ‘ 

the preface to a collection of plays, had " 

Dry den vindicated himself in hfo ‘sopiniou: 


'-‘-“surea nis ODinioiT 
Midicated himself in hiq pinion, 

animadverted on the vindication • tv j ^ ^ ^ 

frat uperily, and dmoa 4h comnLir'TtT d"’ 

P'^y is dated the year in which the'An^ dedication! 

« as published. Here ann^r. * ® -^"“us Mirabilis ' 

langbaine affords someXlo h ^ ''^consistency; bul 
Howard was not published in\e^rf ‘w i" 
added when'it 4s aLwIrdl 

‘Hukeoflenna'didnotInZ n 

J“ vf-Kh the Dialogue was puSshed th 
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0l llie r.aureale had been raised in fovonr of Jonson, by 
Cliark's the Fii'st, from a hundred marks to one lunidred 
pound.s a-ycar and a tierce of wine; a revenue in those days 
not inadt‘(pi:ite to the conveniences of life. 

I’he same year he puldishcd his ‘Essay on Dramatic 
i octry, an <-Ie,Lfant and instnuaive dialo^-ue, in which we arc 
told by rrior, that the principal character is meant to repre- 
sent the Didce of Dorset. 'I'liis work seem.s to have iriven 
Addison a model fur his ‘ Dialogues upon Medals.' 

* Secret lan-e, or tin; Maiden Queen,’ is atragi-comtaly. In n 
the pifl.ue he disfusse.s a curious question, whether a poet 
am judg.' Well of his own productions ; and determines very 
justly, that of the plan and disposition, and all that ean be 
reduced to principles of science, the .author may dejumd 
npun his own t^piniun j hut that, in those parts where faiuy 
preduiniiiaieK, self-love may easily deceive. He might have 
observed, that what is good only liecause it j.lease.s, cannot 
be prom mured gooil till it has been found to plea.se. 

‘Sir M.iitin hlar-air is a comedy, publislied without pre- 
(.u-e or deduatiun, and at first without the name of the k 
author.^ Laugbaine charges it, like most of the rest, with 
I.l.igiarism; and ob.serves that the song i.s translated from 
Vuiluic, allowing however that both the sense and inea.siiic 
are exactly observed. 

1 he ‘ 'I'cmpest ' is ati alteration of Sluakspearc’s play, made 
by Diydeu in ctmjimetion wiih Davenant, ‘ whom,’ says he, 

• I hmnd of so quick a fancy, lli.it notliing was proiawed to 
him in tthi«h he emild not .suddenly produce a lliought ex- 
ti.mu h ple.is.u.t and surprising ; and those first thought.s of 
he., (uninity n, the r.alin proverb, were not always the least .50 
happy; ami as his fancy was quick, so likewise were the |»ro- 
dm 1S of it remote and new. lie Imrrowed not of any other, 
imi his tiiiagimuions were such as could not easily enter into 
tuy oihei man.’ 
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The efTect produced liy the cni'.i:!!:. ': 
powerful minds w'as, that to ShaL j.r.;:, ' 
is added a sister-monster Syc.'!,!,'; : ! 

the original play, had never sc.-n a i 
acquainted with a man tliat had n. vvr ■ ■ -i 
About this time, in IM,! -ii m 
quiet much disturbed Iw the sn.re . ■ 

Morocco,’ a tragedy written in ilivai* i ■/ 
which was so much ai>plau.ieii a-; ; • 
losupreraacy of reputation in sume ,!.!!!■ r. 
only been prosperous on the sla/.-, l-.i'. 
success, had published ins piav, uuh > u ■ 
face of defiance. Here w.is one o!!. m c .id 
and, for the last blast of iiil}.iinni.t:i’>!i, i; h i . 
hall by the Court ladies. 

Dryden could not now repn'ss !l>i‘ e rr':; 
called indignation, and others je.d.,,;- v ; I,-.. , 
play and the dedication stivh tiin, i,:u .i, n 
tience could pour out in lI,l^Ie. 

20 Of Settle he gives this cli.ir.n ;,t ; •He i • 
most deplored inulerstandiiu;; wdl.i.'u 
toeing is in a twilight of .sense, and 
thought, which he can never r.,,hi..u :nr.. v 
His style is bokerotus and rou;di h.-a.!. hi 
rigibly lewd, and his mnnber.s pm-.eMi 'Iv 
sounding. The little t.dent win,h he' h",' ; 

sometimes labours with a thou; 1,1 ; I,„!. aa;', i 

makes to bring it into the world, *tts ' 
so that, for want of !«irning and elo. nriou' i' * 
30 able to exprc.ss anything eilimr n,,m,,,!lv 
This IS not very deem, yet this i. teie 

He has a heavy hand at fools, and „ (,i, 
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Ills Uvo Empresses, his villain, and his siil)-villain, nay 
hero, liave all a certain naUvral cast of the father — their 

t'l ^ ^ ’ 

rai^y was born and bred in them, and something of the 
^jKanah will be visil:)le.* 

This is Drydeids general declamation ; I will not witlihok! 
the rcadii* a partictilar remark. Having gone through 
first act, he says, To conclude this act witli the most 
^^fiibling piece of nonsense spoken yet,— 

•*To flattering lightning onr feiguM smiles conform, 

Which backVl with tInmtkT do but gild a storm.’* 


^ ^inform a mile to lii:ih(mng^ make a miU imitate 

Ut^hininF : liglitning sure is a threatmiing thing, 
^jcid this lighlning must a storm. Now if I must con- 
f^r'^ri my smiles to Uidibhng, then my smiles must gild a 
too: to ////f/ with smr7es is a new invention of gilding. 

^ x'ul gild a storm by being wM thunder, llmnder is 

of tl'ie storm, so one |,)art oftlie storm must help' to 
^xaother part, and hnlp by as if a man would gild a 

the belter fur Inang baclunl, or having a load nptni his 
I 'uack. So that heiaj is "^'’7 ctm/ormmFi ii^ht- io 

///.Ah and thunderin^i^. The whole is as if I should 

f^i%y thus, I will maktr my emnuerfeit smiles look like a 
lUaUering stone horse, \vhit:h, being backed with a trot^per, 
t^locH I)ut gild the battle, I am mistaken if nonsense is not 
|xc*rt‘ pretty tlnck sown. Sure the poet writ these two lines 
n>anl some smm k in a sl«n*m, and, being sea-sick, spewed 
t,i|* a good lump of t lotted mmsense at oneed 

I lore is perhaps a HufUcieiit specimen ; but as the pamphlet, 
tlx*>ugh DryiieidH, has never been thought worthy of repuldi* 
cnittit,>ih and is not easily to lie found, it may gratify curiosity jo 
to quote it more largely t’— 

* WlwiicVr she hirdtet 
He m severer a dnnnmtioiti ateds, 

‘Huit ihiiri prt»m»iiiice the ient©ii« of her cleiilhi 
TIutii the iufecnoti tlml Atl^ndto that hrcatli/ 
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^ Thai afiends ihai hreaik* • 11m* 1; at /a' aih 

hreaih can never 'scape him ; ami here he hnii in a 
that must be if^idwMS with /re/i. a :. ; Ht;: 

this sentence is not to be prHnntnHe4 nil the 
party Heeds; that i.% she imist be txr^uu ! ti i, ,itu\ kh 
tenced after; and the nt e/ ?.%/ \m\\ !,> 

infectious; that is, others will latili the 4 r *i|' ||y 
sentence, and this infecting of others will tMuu. u* ^ nuni 
self. The whole is thus; trim >hf Hr!,, th u n.i i \i ^ 
10 greater hell or tormeni to iinselT ih-tn In*^^ Un - / < /*b7| 

projiotmcifjg a sentence nfm her* Wh.it U *4.1 |« u!/** dui’s b 
make here I Never was Dutch giMin mu !i jiini 

indigestible stuff. But lliisis but a t.i'-ic Im ’4ai ihr :4 i(1ilu,!i 
we shall have a more plentiful uicsn ptc-aioU. 

*Now to dish up the poeds luoiin ilcu I prniiii%eil : 

“For when weh'c death atid «ntf fierd ku%;\ 

Of mture’s grosser hnitlrn w«'‘tr dr 
Then gently, as a hapey ht\ri’n 
Like wandering metrics thjuUfdj rh-- ,tlf ur'll |1|4 
20 And in our airy walk, m ^tdilr p*u. 

We’ll steal into onr tiurl CulirrC 

'I’herc read their souls, and ti,uV r.oEi |4 , •.|..hc'*ej 

Sec how Revenge rnovi-H llirr*', 

And in their orhs view the d;nk ifroi. “< 

Of sieges, ruins, mtUilei-H. hhuftl and w-r-., 

Well blot out all ihomr htdems”- di-o'i,d;*. &%nie 
Pure and white Ibinis; iIhh \nlh a i.ob. » Ii,j4 
Their laeasts eiieiiele, till ilnii gi.'.onr* Ir 
Gentle as nature in its niiaiii-y 
30 Till soften’d by our i It, ynn ihrs* Jusir^ m 

And their revenge rr%iibr% into a t». 

Tlius liy our tleaih then «|uiufil rod-.. 

Whom living we made for», dr«t| well iioikr Uos ** 

If this be not a very liberal meiii I will rrln iinft. |i to ib 

stomach of any mcKicrate pest. Aiul a t.ur uu■^,^ a ) t, 
excelling any Weslminsicr whilc-lifoih. It >>, Im 1 « 
giblet porridge, made of lh« giblets of a tui.j4. „t 
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gem\ stodgtHl full of mr/m’s, nrku s/>/i-frfs, /rad*, /u'i/rr/L< 
d/r^‘ c/Mun/rrx, 7pJii/f /hrm\ tu'ifl raJiani iit:kh\ 
dosii^’n^*^^ only to j*lo;tsr ap|MUiii? and indiilite luxinv, !»ut 
It is also physiinily hrmg an ap|imvi‘d inrdirini^ to ptiryn 
cholrr: for it is pn.|H(Uiu!rii hy Miarna, as a rtToi|it tt) taut* 
tbrir fathers of tluar c holnit: liuinraiiH; and \vt*rt* it \uinou 
in (‘harat'tt*rs as barhaionH as Ihn worfis, iniylil vvry wdl pass 
bn- a dortods inIL To < onrhidn, it is |Kiiiidip:% bis a i 4 noi|it» 
bis a piK with a faidilini: in the iHdly, bis I know no| wlial : 
for^ cattaiidy, nrwr any onn ila,t pnitaiiks! m write sense to 
had the iinpiideiji'r ladoie m pnt sihT r4nlT as this into the 
inoiiths of f!u»!^e that wm* to speak it Ijidbre an ;nidieiui\ 
%vhtntt lu* did not lalo* to he all ioo!s| anil after dial In |t!ini 
it Iran and expose it to tlie t^xannnaiion i*f the workl JIni 
let ns he«* what we can make of tins sniff: 

*' Im:«i ivlirti iiIjraiL and ritii nrril M»uh rf«hii|e4 ««** 

Here he lells ns wli.ii il is to he fkati* it is to li.ov tmr frmi 
srnih Sii /iff. Nnw li lo have a son! set dee is to tie diaid* 
lhi ‘11 lo have a/#m/.ow/ set lire is to have a tie, id man die. 

r» lm|*r^y Invetb hlide --- in 

Hiey two like one and ih.it one i4»/i, like two wander- 
in|r liielrois,; 

**»««• diall fly ihtmmU Itic ilf-*** 

That IS, they shall nioiiiil iilwive like falling niarii or etsi* lltry 
hhall idiip hie imo Jaeks-wiilnkiiillicirni| cir Wili-wiih a-Wi'^p, 
and Mad,ee-wiili a*r .tiidifs 

* Ami in limt aar tmiii iUmrfrmi/iihrs* hvatis. 

Mv sisdk Ho ilwi dndr * iwasix mmi tie in an 

ail aiiy nvi/l of % And ikfrt /%y witi rtiti 

.hmi.t.iimi /iiiil Ikf i^kmi ^ ikrir lliat i% jc» 

Jirse walking llirri, Jack«%%iiti-a4apdicirih will pm on lii^ 
ijrt'iatlrs, aiiil fail a midmg imis^ md pm cin lii» piimp^ 
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and fall a irackin!^ o/.tp/itm ; : .i <!; ;> i;, 
walk and fly at the same tiim* i t fli ; ; 

Jie will see, hmv 7'e7't'n"( lierr. 1: r/' 
will hop about. Ami ih,n v:r;v 
ruins, murders. Mood, and rr .•,* ; ; 
characters to their forms ! t tii ! i.in , 
wa.s place .so full of game .as tla-si- : 
but flush a .sphere, start a char.ir:er. .a i; 

Settle’s is said to have been ili.' ; • ; 

10 sculptures ; tho.se oriiamfiii?. : fcm i, , 
great disturbance. He tries hov.evu !. 
venting his malice in a [cirudy : - 

‘The poet ha,s not only In-eii so ia;--: 
this stufl', but so arrogant to drirnd i; «* ■ 
saucy booth-keeper, that, when he had yu 
people, would wrangle and li 'ht wti!, lev' 
it, or would offer to discover it ; tor' « 
poet receives this corrertio,, ; a„'i " 
sharper, I will not transpose his v, t 
20 own words tran.s-nonsens.t sen.,-. ,h;i,‘ 
may judge the belter what his is :L ” ' 

■‘GreatBoy. thytug,.,!j. 

i'rom press, .smi j,., , ‘ , _ ’ 

And in riiliculotis ;iii<l Iniiii!-;,. i,. 

I heir course in l«llad,,i,„;,,s' L.)A. • 

Whose greasy twigs ,|„ ,i!i "I ‘ 

mm the guy shew, thy 
ly lines a mess (,»r rh) me,, ruin iV’ 

jn seaseless Ule, witli il.ni,,,,,. , ,, , 

5° Nogr.™ofse,,,se.fo..siu.,J‘i.;;;"^^ 



7 mve mspird the rtiiutili,,,. . ,, 

As if th.ut rhyme mid y,,, 
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As if it would tliy wortiiilcss worth cnhauce, 

To tld lowest lank of fops thy praise advance; 

To whom, by instinct, all thy stuff is dear; 

Hieir loud claps echo to the theatre. 

h'rom breatlis of fools thy commendation spreads, 

Fame sings thy praise with mouths of loggerheads. 

With noise and laughing each thy fustian greets, 

’I’is clapt by quires of enqHy-headed cits, 

Wlu) liave tlk?lr tribute sent, ami lunnage gi%'en, 

As men in whisptns .send loud noise to lieaven.’* to 


I have (builtetl hiin witli Ins own pudtllc: and now 
\vi^ arc. come from aluian! his dancing, masking, rchumuling, 
hnsitliiug licet; and as if we had landed at Ciotham, wc meet 
iH ailing hut fools atul nonsense/ 

Sucli was tlie (a'ilicism to winch genius of I>rvden 
tuuldlie redueed, hetwemt rage aiul terror; rage with little 
lirovocalioin and terror witli little danger. To see the high- 
est niintls thus levelled with the meanest may jiroilnce stune 
solace to the conseiimsuess of weakness, tun! some nueUfu a* 
limi io the |nide of wisilmn. Hut let it \m r€meinlH,treii, that 40 
minds are net levellcti in their powers but when tlicy are first 
U'vcllctl in their derires. Diydeu and Bellle hail liuth phued 
iht'ir happlne.ss in the claps of multitudes. 

'Fhc *Moi:k Astrolciger/ a comedy, is dedicated to the 
illustrious Duke of Newcastle, whom he courts hy addirtg to 
hii praises those of his lady, not only as a lover hut a |iartner 
of his stuilies. It is tinpkasing to think how many names, 
once crlelirated, are since forgesttem Of Ncwcasilcln woiks 
nmtiing is now known hut his treatise on horseinanshsp, 

The preface mans very elaborately written, and contains a© 
many jmd remarks on the fathers of the Englislt drama. 
Shaks|>earr*s plots, fie Bays, are in the tmiulred novels of 
C uiiliio; those of Ilcaumont and Fletcher mSpanmli stoiies; 
jomain only matle them for hirnselC Ilii criliewms upon 
tragedy, comedy, and hirce are Judicious and profciuml. He 
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endeavours to<fcfend the imniiir i’:". ..f . 
by the example of former « rii, j,..; v.h * h 
be was not the first tiur . i-'. 

Against those that aaaiM'.l ha.i .if . L i 
fiivourable expression of the K:i;,' 'll 
they, who accuse me of !h-f:s, ! > 

ttime;’ and then reLites how n.i!. h i 
fitting for the i t,, n- v '' > 

Others* 

‘J>■'■•™ficLove,or^iM•Vir;dn^ra^ •! , 

thyme, conspiettous for „huv ‘ 

TherantsolMaxm!inh.uvisvn.d«osih. ■’ , ' 

and were atlength, ifhis o-.u! ...n*'- ' 

shame of the writer. 

Of this play he lakes care i. ' 
was contrived and wiitie,, , 
was often his excuse, or p,.i|( ,. 
private boast in the (brm of a., ' . . ,, 

» ItwaswritlenhelbreiheH-onn.' , , 

hshed after it. The ciesii.n is n, ‘ "r' ‘ '• 

f'-'etlthatplea.surew.aHmnUu.^ ' ' 

0 be omitted; for to knvt* i}- > ‘ * I ja- ^ ^t'lr 



verse, which tla*lu,inj,, , ; '‘"•h« n 

tamed afterwards into pros*..' ThulVTlT*'"'* ‘‘'‘•"''ho, si 
write, rather than not shew f i * . ' ’ '"h * On ■ !'•» 

•’V .The two parts 7, 

with a seeming deienninatioti tS "inien 

wonders; ta exhibit in «.ih.h „„,,„c 
incredible love ami imposaiW,. 

room for a wilder flight to m> 

of posteuie. Af 


dir‘ rc.,r 

1 . , ■ . 


'■! klenv ihati 
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:hc ravs of romanlle^ lu'at, wiuHlier amorous or wai-lik,', -jluw 
,n Aliiiiinzor by a kiml of i;niu-.i;iitration. Ho is above all 
aws; lu; is exempt from all reslraiiits; he ranges the ww Id 
It will, aiul governs wherever he appears. Me lights without 
naiuiring the eause, and loves in spite of the obligations of 
ustiee, <il rejection by his mistress, and of jnohibiiion from 
he dead. Yet the ,se<mes tire, for the most part, delightful; 
hey exhibit a kind of illustrious deptravity and lUitjestic inad- 
less : sueh as, if it is sotnetimi's des|iised, is often reverenced, 
iiul in with h the tidii iiloii;, is mingleil with the astonishing. lo 
In the Kpihtg.iie to the seeonti itari of theHlontpiest of 
Sranatla,’ Drydeti indulg.es his f.ivourite ple.isure of diseredit- 
ng his predecessor-.; aiul this Kpilogue ho ha.s defended hv 
, long iKWfseript. He h.u! promised a second dialogue, in 
dn'ch he .should mmv fully ire.it of the virtues and faults of 
tie Knglisli poets who hasa; written in the draiuanV, epic, or 
f-ric way. 'Hns promise was never fonnally performed; but, 
rith respeet to the diam.ilic writers, he has given ii.s in hi.s 
relaees, ami in this postscript, something et]uiva!em; hut 
is purpose being to exalt himself by the tomparison, he jo 
liews faults distim ily, ami only jnaiscs excellence ui genera! 
trtns. 

A pl.iy lints written, in professed rhfr.uue of proh.ibiliiy. 
atnmlly drew ilown upon iiM-lf the vnliurr's of [he the.itre' 
ine of the critics that ait.iikr-d it w.is M.artin fiilfnrd, to 
horn fspi.u addressed ihe Life of Cowley, with siirli veiit*- 
;lion t*l his etliic.il powr-ts as miglii n.uuf.[lly excite great 
tjrecl.itions of instritrlion from his remarks, llut k-l honest 
eilnlily hewate of receiving ihar.uters from coiiieinjiorary 
riter.s. t 'Irlfords rem.irks, hy the favour of Dr, Percy, were .to 
la.st obiaiiird; ami, th.u no man may ever want them 
ore, I will exirait enongh m satisfy all reasonalde desire. 

Its the fust hater his observation w only general ; * Vo« ilo 
says fie. ‘ in as much ignonance and darknerm as you did 
c 
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h the womb: your writings are like a Jack-of-aII-trad»l 
shop; they have a, variety, but nothing of value; and 
thou art not the dullest plant-animal that ever the earth prc 
duced, all that I have conversed with are strangely mistake, 
in thee.’ 


In the second, he tells him that Almanzor is not mor 
copied from Achilles than from Ancient Pistol. ‘But I am. 
says he, ‘strangely mistaken if I have not seen this ver. 
-llmanzor of yours in some disguise about this town, anc 
to passing under another name. Pr’ythee tell me true, was noi 
this Huffcap once the Indian Emperor, and at another timt 
did he not call himself Maximin? Was not Lyndaraxa one’ 
called .Almera? I mean under Montezuma the Indian Em= 
peror. I protest and vow they are either the same, or s 
alike that I cannot, for my heart, distinguish one from th 
other. You are therefore a strange unconscionable thief 
thou art not content to steal from others, but dost rob Ih 
poor wretched self too/ 


^ time to take his revenge. He wrote 

» Vindication of his own lines; and, if he is forced to yieK 
am thing, makes reprisals upon his enemy. To say that hit, 
answer is equal to the censure is no high commendation. 
%‘Jen’s method of analyzing his expressions, h( 

'n die ‘T “POn the description of the ship 

;n Ite Indian Emperor,’ of which however he does not dem 

stn.eZ eT’ih 

After so mudi ' ’'®P’'®®®“ted as ridiculous 

. • , 3}rjden s elegant animadversions fustice 

J. mL™ “'■"'‘t t" “tiWtad Th, 

“ I™"'- 

»• >.y Sanaa or .hougl, 
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in, or anytliing Init l)ombast and noise, he sliall make me 
believe every word in bis observations on Morocco sense/ 

In tiio ‘ Empress of Morocco ' were these lines 

* ril travt'l tlieii lo same remoter sphere, 

'Fill 1 fmtl out new workls, and crown you llicre#* 

On which Diyden made this remark : — 

* I lu^licve our learned author takes a sphere for a country : 
the sphea-e oi' Morocco, as if Morocco were tlie globe of 
earth ami water ; Imt a globe is no SF>liere malfier, !>y his 
laave. See* lo 

'So .r/Z/c/y must not l)e sense, unless it relate to a circular 
mf)tion ulnnit a. gU)be, in which sense the astronomers use it. 

I wntiK! desire him to expound those lines in ( Jramula 

**rU in tint turrets af the palace go, 

And :nltl new lire to thnse tiiat light below, 

I'lkiu-e, herodike, with torches hy my side, 
that he the omen tho*) my love Til guide* 

N'ii, like tiis better tVirtime TU j 

With t»peu arms, loose vail and Hawing liair, I 
Just flying fbrwaid from my rowling sphered* I JO 

' I wonder, if he be so strict, how he dares make so bolt! 
with xp/if^re liimself, ami be so critical in other inei/s wiiiinga 
Fortune is faneicul standing on a glolie, not on a spkere^ as 
he toh! m In the ftrst act* 

' llri'auKe simiks an fke inmi tmiike ihin^s 

n^kiti ihee art rmifartti in the 1*11 venture lo start 

a simile in Im **Anntis Mtralulis;'’ he gives this poetical 
dest riidtmi of the ship ealUnl the **t/mdon /*— 

ganfilly l4i«dt»n in her grtllani trim, 

1lie Hitruh-tlmightcr of the vain|ttyit cild, 30 

Like a fieh luide dm*^ m the pceau swiiin 
And on her iliiulew ride* in Hoafing gnhh 
iiri flag aloft fipread nittling In the wlritl, 

Ami f«iii|Oiitw Rtrefttneri Reem'd the Htifwl to fires 
weavia*, cliariiFd with what hk lomii deilgiikl* 
oil i» and kiiowi not to 'reiito* 

€ i 
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mighty strength. 

Whose low-laid mouths each mounting billow 
^eep m her draught, and warlike in her length, 
bhe seems a sea-wasp flying on the waves.” 


What a ^vonderful pother is here, to make all theS® P'**' ' 
beautifications of a ship! that is, ^phcenix in the first 
and but a wasp in the last: nay, to make his huttjT^^*-^ ' 'j' 
parison of a more ridteulous, he does not s^-y '' 
upon the waves as nimbly as a wasp, or the 
10 seemed a mrA But our author at the writing of " 

not in his altitudes, to compare ships to floating- ' 

a comparison to the purpose was a perfection he 
arrive to till his “ Indian Emperor’s ” days. But pert»^''-I ' '' 
similitude has more in it than we imagine; this sl^U’ 
a great many guns in her, and they, put altogether, ma^**-* *' 
sting m the wasp’s tail: for this is all the reason I ca-*’- 
why It seem’d a But, because we will allow him ' 
can to help out, let it be a phxnix sea-wasp, and the rsa.!'*' .'i 

such an animal may do much towards the heiRhteiii«.-^ 

20 fancy. 

It had been much more to his purpose, if he had <5es i i ' « ' 
o len er the senseless play little, to have searched fox' :-■» ‘f - 
such pedantry as this 


. . posSlDlUtV, 

If justice wm take all and nothing give, 

Justwe, nnethinks. is not distributive. 

To die or kUl you. is the alternative, 

Kather than take your life, I wiU not live.” 

so vers?’"' tT 

disP^z/.f* 

within r; ^ but himself would havo < ■* 

rnd all com ! ^ he’s a man of general loa.r» 
and all comes into his play. 

‘”rwould have done well, too, if he could have met v 
a rant or two worth the observation, such as,— 


ti\V 

/rv 

itr; 

1 % 
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“Move swiftly, sun, and fly a lover’s pace, 

Leave months and wec‘ks behind thee in thy race.” 

But surely the sun, whether he flies a lover’s or not 
a lovers pace, leaves weeks and months, nay years too, 
behind him in his race. 

I oor Robin, or any other of the pliilo-mathematics, 
would have given him satisfoction in the point. 

“ If I could kill thee now, thy fate’s so low, 

That I must stooi>, ere I can j,nve the blow, 
but mine is fixt so far above thy crown, 

Tliat all thy men, 

Piled on thy back, can never pull it down.” 

‘N(nv where that is, Almaimorhs fote is fixt, I cannot guess; 
t)ut wherever it is, I believe Almanxor, and think tliat all 
Abdalla s sulijccts piled iijion one another might not pull 
cU)wn his fate so well as without piling; besides, I tliink 
Alidalla so wise a man tliat if Almanzor had told him iiiling 
liis men upon his back might do the feat, he would scarce 
bear sucli a weiglit for tlie pleasure of the exploit; but it is 
a huO; and let Abdalla do it if he dare. 

“ The [>eoplc like a lieadlong torrent go, 

4 And every dam they l)reak or overflow. 

But, unoppos’d, tliey either lose their force. 

Or wind in volumes to their former course.” 

A very pretty allusion, contrary to all sense or reason. 
Torrents, I take it, let them wind never so much, can never 
return to their femner course, unless he can suppose that 
rounlaius can go upwards, which is impossible; nay, uuuc, 
in the foregoing page he tells us so too. A trick of a very 
unfaithful nicnuiry,» — ? 

** But can no more thari fountains upward How.” 

Which of a iorrenf, which signifies a rapid stream, is much 
more impossible. Besides, if lie goes to quibble, and say 
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that it is possible by art water ns.ty be 

same water run twice in one am! thf s,u: 

quite confutes what lie says, for it is j,, 

it runs into its former cmirsi-; for a;; 

water so return, do it by coinpulsion ;u,..i 

he means a hcadlonj;,^ torrent for n t;,;,. 

culous, yet they do not wind in vulun:.- ' 

back (if their upright lies straight n, d;,-;;. , , 

that by opposition of the sea-watm, lira: diiws 
xo again. ***''‘*..) un m ij 

‘And for frncy, when he lirdus of .owln 1,1 ■ 

a w,onder if it bo not bommvd. i 1 ' ' 

I find this fanciful thouejn in he. ■■ a,,,' . " X X 'lX" 


? lit 'll I 

•US' ,;,1 ,|, 

^''it uijil 
Or 

h |,,, jy 

It ){ 
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'‘Old tailicr 'riiaiiii'.. i.ii,.,-,! i,., j.r . .. 
but feared the fate „( , 

Oeep in h,.s otm- lie 
And .shrunk his walet.s lue;. j,,(„ h,'. 

‘This is Stolen from Cou ley •.s--l),Hadei ..‘'^ . 

And svheii the ,Si,,„,i;nd... thei, 1,'”;' '''. '> " ‘ 

At once heat thn.se withmit and ihr' „ 

‘This Alrnanzor speak.s of biniveir •„ i 
to conquer an army within the citv'-ui, i ’.T " 

oty, at once, is something diflU, ... .i *' ' 

--- 

“PI»« . .C„,« ■1.-, v, 
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be s(^nK‘thin|j;' dislnu;t from the wind, yet as being the effect 
of wiutl only, to come before the cause is a little pre- 
posterous; so that if he takes it one way, or if he takes it 
the other, lho,st‘ two i/s will scarce make one possibililyi 
b'noue,'h of Siatha 

' Marriage-a- la-I\Iodc ' is a comedy, dedicated to the Earl 
of Rochester, wlioin he acknowledges not only as tlic defender 
of his ptK'lry, but the piannoter of his fortune. Langbaine 
|)lai;es this play in The Earl of Rochester, therefore, 

%vas the famous Wilmot, whom yet tradition always re[)rescnts lo 
as an enetuy to Ihydifn, asul wlro is mentioned by him with 
sonit! ilisrespei.t in the preface to Juvenal. 

‘The Assiguatiori ; lawe in a Nunnery,* a comedy, was 
ilrivi'n oif tlu* suigg*, (/;;<///;, v/ ike fpimm, as tire author says, oj 
/h E is deilicated, in a very elegant address, 

to Sir Chatles Sed!e)% in whiclr he finds an ojiportunity 
for his tisual cmnplaini of irard treatment and unreasonable 
censure, 

' Amboy na' is a tissue of mingled dialogue in verse and 
prose, and was perlia]>s written in les.s time than ‘ The 20 
Virgin I\larijr/ though tire auilior thought not fit cither 
osifutatiously or mournfully to tell how little labour it cost 
liim, or at Imw shciit a warning he produced it. It was a 
temporary piTfoimance, written in the lime of the Dutch war, 
to inflame the iiaiioii against their enemies; to whom he 
hopes, an he dec hires in his Kpibgue, lo make his poetry not 
less deslruclive ihaii dial by which Tyrt^us of old animated 
the Hpaitaiis* I1hs play was written in the second Dutch 
war ill 1^173, 

am! Orsiidii * ii % play altered from Shakspeare, 30 
but m altered that even in Langbtincs opinion Uhe last 
scene ill the liiiid act is a masterpkeed It is introduced 
by a discoiirnr on * The Groiindi of Critkism in Tragedy/ 

10 which I dial Rymer i book had given occasion. 
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‘Spanish Friar’ is pa: i 
happy coincidence and ntalitinn .d' ■! , 
written against the Papists, it w-.a'i! ! 
have friends and enemies, am! jtir;;.. i 
it obtained at first, and jart.’y |>v ; 

serious and risible jiart, it comimir i I . 
public. 

It wa.s Drydenis opini,,(i, af I. >- * > 
maintains it in the dediat:.,,, 

> reauin^fl fun _ 


n i'” 


A-, if,, 
Au£ fi: 
wlii 
Hf f; 
uf J, 




'Ji i 




in 




m required an altcrnalkm of 
It IS necessary to miligatr In- 
pressure of ponderons rvem'., .j. >'!■ 
passions. ‘Whoever.’ sms he, I'.' 
w iuf half a 7m- i/,r /„■ ///,. ‘ ' 

The ‘Duke of Guise,’ a tr.e-. dv 

wihLee,a,s‘(Kdipus’h,.d!,,eeuf.,.e"^^ 
only for the 

the Covenanters, and i„ g, 

"'^°f»^kedhimwi,hgre,a,vi.d!.rar. : 

him, though at bust beseems to „,-iG 
by transferrmg the greater, nut . ‘'T' 

P;t«ter. Ithap,,enedthutacom.,,;r;u.;‘‘'''‘ 

them, by winch the^ were tu i ‘ ^ g 
happened/ says Dryderi *10 ti ^ ^ 

mspite. Two third.s of it i .!'!!!!! ' 

the first scene of the til iv tl' ' /'i *" ^ ' 

^a^o.omewhatm;^':;nt^ - 

3«Dufe Of Vork!’'ter'Mj™tr’'^ 

Covenanters of England and hi.im i o,, 

controversy. ' ’ p;..,!!,. r 1 ||,t 

f«l»o» and Alban, 


’ ill, 
Jit II. 
A* nil: 
lun., 


’••‘'•till li 

i 

■rt-'! Id 

li,;j fill 
' Hcr|; 

a 

?} di#* 

4 

< !t * »lh 
* ^ * III ■ill 





like the ‘Uuke « *1 (»uise/ a|,;'aiu;;t the Re|ml>licaiist. With 
^vhat suceess it was |>errni'iiUHi I have not favuuL 
'I'he State th* Iiua.iceiiee anti Fall of I\!an' is termed l)y 
aim ait <»pt'ra; it is rather a tra.aetly in hertde rltyme, but of 
a'liit'h the |H‘rsnii:t;'c*s are sueh as <numot decently !>e ex- 
bihited on tlie slaye. Stuiie such |>rodtH:tii')n was foreseen 
'-jy Marvel, who writes thus U> 

*()r if ft wnik sh infusife Iw s|i,ninrd» 

I was tijftt MiHie skilful haml, 

(Surli ns tUv|ftirf fthtays what is well, lo 

And !>y ill iiselaliiiu wnuh! r\«'rlA 

laiH'r lar-aenr Oie whnlr etraliitifs day, 

To i'haaue i» soniiw. and ^fuiw it in n play,* 

[t is another of Ids hasty |vrtMimiiorm, for the Iieat of his 
ntaidnaticm laised it in a irioniti. 

l*his i:oin|Hi:*ition is aililresse-il to the Prlnress of Motiena, 
hen Dili liess *4 Voik, in a sn.nn ol llatiery w'hich disi^'raees 
pmiuH, ami which ii \wih wiinderlhl that any tnan that knew 
he nieaninK of Ids own wools cowkl ime wiihimi selfoletesUo 
hm, It Lh an ailrmpl to ndiiiile earth and heaven, liy prais- ao 
ny, human rxielieme in llie language u! religkm. 

I'he prelaic contains an apidogy for heroic verse and 
Kuaic liieme, by widc-h is nunmi not my liberty ukcn In 
mtmaiiiiig or rxieiiihiig words, !mi the use of kdd ftciions 
md ambiliouii figures, 

The reason wimJi }i«t gives for printing what was never 
u led caiinol tie ie,rr}i;t»ed : * I wm induerd lo It in my own 
IfdemT, many liiiiidrnl cojiies of It Iwiiig dispersed abroad 
vidmul liiy kiiowlrdge or coimriit, and everyone gathering 
tew faiitin, it Ircaiiw at Iriigili a libel against me* These I'J 
Hipica 4IH ilicy gailiificil faiilii were apparently inaiiiisciiiit, 
iml he lived in an age very unlike onri if many liuiMlrcd 
opicH iit fbiirierii hiiiitlrefi liriei wem likely lo be iraiiscribrnl 
In attihoi lifts 4 liglii In jiiiiil bii own warkii and needs not 
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seek an apology in lulhl-'Iii U li! 
the dedication felt lut [..lin -u 
‘ Aureng' Zchc ' ' i:, a ir.s. . 
great prince tiicn rriauin,;. i ; 
ploy their critic.s upon (he i:.i 
If he had knoveii and disid.r; 
was not in those linirs 
country is at siu h a disfae. 
safely falsified and the in. ; !. 

10 place is remarked by Kaenn: 
to a [loet as length nf iinsi-. 

This play is wriltmi in iiiv!:.,-, 
being the most elabttr.ite of ,;:: 
are imi»erial, Init the di.iIo,;ui- i. 
suseeptilile of sentimenis ai i um 
The cora[)laint of life is eek-lira 
passages that may be read with 
This iilay is addressed t f li, • 
Duke of Buckingham, him t p, : 

20 verses and a critic. In this 1 
hints of hi,s intention to write ai 


he told it more pi.iinly i„ j, 
design,' says he, 'you know :s ; ,• 
neither too near tl.c j,,,,..; 

them.’ 

‘All for Dove, or the \V..ild «, ;i } 

npon the story of Anumv and il.,. .■ » o 

30 only play which he wrot; f„r huJ - ' o'/ 
pcoide. It is |,y 

in which he has admitted the fewest mn i,. 

character, but it lus one fault eipul i,, m. 

' tm. 
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moral than critical, that hy admitting the romantic omnipo- 
tence of love he has n-commended as laudahlo and wurthv of 
imitation that coiuku t whicli, through all ages, the good 
have censured as vicious and the had despised as foolish. 

Of this play tlie prologue and the epilogue, tluaigh written 
opon the criininon topies of malirious and ignorant criticism, 
and witluiut any particnlar relation to the eharaefers or itici- 
tlents of the drama, tire de.servedly celebrated for their 
elegance and spriieliness. 

‘ Liinherhani, or ihi- Kiiul Kiteper*,’ is a comedy which, lo 
after the third night, was prohihileti as too iiulecent for tlie 
tstiige. What gtive olleitce, w.is in the printing, tis the tiuthor 
.says, altered or omiit.'d. Dryden contesses ihtu its iinieceney 
was ohjecteil to, hnt Langhaine, who yet seldom f.ivours 
him, impun's its expulsion to resentment, hecausc it ‘ so much 
exposed the keeiiing part of the town.’ 

‘ tJ'ldipus ’ is a tragedy formed hy Dryden and Lee, in con- 
junction, from the works of Sophoele.s, .Senectt.and (.lorneillc. 
Dryden phiimed the scenes, aiui compo,sed the first and third 
acts. JO 

‘Don Sebastian’ is commonly esteemed either the first or 
second of his dramatic pet formanecs. It is too Jong to 
be all acted, ami has many eh:ir.u:ters and m.iny incitleiits, 
sml though it is not without sallie.s of framie dignity, and more 
anise than inetiniiig, yet a.s it nutkes apprrjtiches la the jxw- 
jihiiities of retd life, and ba.s some sentiments which leave a 
lining impresshm. it coniinuetl long to attract attention. A- 
tiidst the distresses of piinces, and the vicismtiides of empire, 
ire insertetl several 8cenc.s which the writer intended for comic, 

)ut which I suppose that age did not much commend and 40 
his would not endure. 'riuTc are, however, passages of ex- 
tellence univer.s.dly .ukiiowledged; the dispute and the rerun- 
iiliation of Dui,« and Seliastian has always been ailmired. 

' iSyi. 



This play was first acted i„ !>,, t . 

some years (lisconlinueddr;u,uti,-j,u..in. ' “ 

‘Amphitryon’ is a conu-dy dniv,,,! (i,,!,, pi , 

MoheVe. Ihe dedicatiua is dated tu n. ' 

seems to have succeeded at its flr-a i 

I think, long- considered as a verv iPv Ir"" ' 
ment. - enterta 

.‘C''«"e«s'’isato„,,|,, 

.. moiaaned i, i., |,i, : j' 

from the ,cpr<,„hui„„, |„ „ ; ' ; '■»« . 

‘■"pimet -ihi 1 1„,„ ,,n , 

tell you, that you am no luTi).’ ’ ' ''' “i'' ’tm, 

‘King Arthur’ is another ooeri i, 
that Dryden performed for Kiic' rdi,,! " '^'i ' " 

to see it exhibited, and it tioes mn s "T 
brought upon the stage In n.. i ‘ 

^0 of Halifax, there is a veof Ly l ,'l '''* "■ ‘I"' 

a pleasing account of his latler life u-i’ ' p*''“ '''*>* 

brought upon the stage, news tint ,i, i, i”' ‘ 
had landed was told in the tluntrl ^ 
departed, and 'Arthur' 

His last drama was « I me o' T 
In his dedication to the I-Hrl of '* ''‘’mat 

lowness of fortune to whieb* i i b'* ‘ij 

^.andufuhinuta^.,";;’*”"^ 4 

™.pi.yap,,aaru!lT;:r'' 

3° unsuccessful. The eatasim. i ' ^ h 

Jange of mind, is conned 

Thus he began and ended hi« *'<• tlrti*cii« 

success. hilwiyrs^ 


* i%i. 
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From such a number of theatrical pieces it will be sup- 
osed by most readers that he must have improved his 
rrtune, at least that such diligence with such abilities must 
ave set penury at defiance. But in Dryden's time the drama 
'as very far from that universal approbation which it has 
ow obtained. The playhouse was abhorred by the Puritans, 
nd avoided by those who desired the character of serious- 
ess or decency. A grave lawyer would have debased his 
ignity, and a young trader would have impaired his credit, 
y appearing in those mansions of dissolute licentiousness. lo 
'he profits of the theatre, when so many classes of the 
epple were deducted from the audience, were not great, 
nd the poet liad for a long time but a single night. The 
tst that had two nights was Southerne, and the first that 
ad three was Rowe, llicre were however, in those days, 
rts of improving a poet's profit wliicli Dry den forbore to 
ractisc, and a play therefore seldom produced him more 
lan a hundred pounds, by the accumulated gain of a third 
ight, the dedication, and the copy. 

Almost every piece had a dedication, written with such 20 
legancc and luxuriance of praise, as neither haughtiness 
or avarice could be imagined aide to resist. But he seems 
:> have made flattery too cheap. That praise is worth nothing 
f which the price is known. 

To increase the value of Ins copies, he often accompanied 
is work with a preface of criticism, a kind of learning then 
Imost new in the English language, and which he, who had 
onsidered with great accuracy the principles of writing, was 
ble to distribute copiously as occasions arose. By these 
issertations the public judgment must have been much 30 
3:iprovcd, and Swift, who conversed with Drydcn, relates 
bat he regretted the success of his own instructions, and 
Dimd his readers nuule suddenly too skilful to be easily 
atisfied. 
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His prologties Imd snHi rrpir..f 

• ■ U'f tiir 

play was considered as ^ ; 

i.r.a 

of his verses did not intonlnn* ii, 1 | 


was two guineas, till l»«iug .i.l« I 


Soiitherne, he demandrd dutf*: * N* ^ i 1 

1 

.. . nil j;. 

out of disrespect to you, hiii ilio p. i 

too cheap/ 

s 

Though he declares that in !/* 

0 W ' ae J 

was not dramatic, he had j o a' » - e. ‘ t,* 

»* oi hi (ii 

fertility; for he is said lo have eio-ae,ed i 

T" ' ] 

furnish four phu's a )vm. 

j 

It is certain that in tnw year, lO; d Ir ; ./ 

’ / d \\!I 

Love/ ‘ Assignation/ two i-ailh ea ilr ^ t u pn' 

‘ : t i; acd; 

‘Sir Martin Mar-all/ and the * St.o.e » i Ian - < 

O' • t'tt; 

plete plays; with a celerity e4 it.anntnae ' ',u 

a :h u;l 

Langbaine's charges of |:}lagi,,tie ui 

- !. bh- 

such facility of cumi»Ohltion, uu-h uw !a,« , - i 

:a. 

such copiousness of seniiJiiera, a-. e i n 

Vega perliaps no other arnica h v- p- ^ , .r I. 

. : 1. p,'j 


30 He (lid not enjoy liis 1* f, i„ir ; 

profits, however Kin;il!, witlioii; int'lr : m j | i, , j 
to endure, and rivals to upi If M‘. 'ri.i' tan n.. /. .1 .■ tr4. 
wits of the nobility, ilw iUikc .<1 }Ui. va,- b,,ii. l-ul 
Rochester, deelareil tln iiiM b. s Li. . v. m; .. 

Buckingham eliaiMcieUM il him lu t o-t ! v t. '.tw 
Bayes in the H^eiusirsal,' a l.iuc v. ii h , jf, 

written with the assiMamv ol Butin th,- t ■ 1 lu ! 

Martin Clitiord of the ( liartnime-e, and le, ‘ 1 1 ,y ih, lufTf 
of Cowley, then his chaplain. Ihy.hn .md u-. t, ;b 

,30 at the length of time and the immln-i t.| h.n ’ , 
upon this performance, in which, thmifli by ^ tm- . 
action it yet keeps jmssesmon nf the stag.-, a i.. 
now to find anything that might imt have U-. own: 
out so long delay, or a confcticr.acy sm numri.ai'i, 
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To adjust tlie nuiune evruts of literary history is tedious 
,ikI trouhl(*Honie ; it ri'quiri*H iiuk'od uo great force of under- 
taiuling, bm ofnai drptuids u|kui eiic|uiries wliidi there is no 
ipportunity of making, cu* is to he lelehed from books and 
(aniidihds nut always at hand. 

The * Krhearsar was playei! in 1671, and yet is repre- 
enloi! as ritlirnling passages in the dTm(jue.st of Ch’amula* 
ml ‘ Assignatiund w hich were not imldistied till ^78, in 
Marriage-a ho^lotled publi:dieil in 1^73, and in^lyrannic 
A}vo* of 1677. These eoniradielions sltew how rashly satire 10 

J applied. 

It is said that ifiis f.irre was originally intendeil aitainst 
)aven;uih w‘ho in the first ilrafi was characterisi'd by the 
^ime of Ihllioa* J.)avi*mmt hat! Inren a soldier ain't an 
dvent tirifO 

There is one passage in dr * Rehearsar still remaining* 
diiclr seems to have relaleil oiiginally to DavenanI, Bayes 
runs his nose, ami iuines in widi iu’own paper a|-kjdied to 
he Innise; liuw diis atfei led Drydeii does not appear. 
)avenanrs nose had linileied such diniimnion l^y mishaps* » 
hal a p.mh upon dial pan evidmitly tlenoted him. 

It. is said likewise dial Sir Rtifieil liowanl was once 
aeaiii. llie itesign was pioialily to ridkaile the reigiiiiig 
met whoever he iiiighl |ii% 

Mneli of die perf^omi! saiifCi 10 whirli it might mve its first 
eeepdon* is flow lost or ohm nreiL Bayes probably Imiiah'd 
he dress and niimiikrd iln? maimer of llryden; ihe cant 
wmln wimli are lai ofini iii hi^ itioiilli may be snpposeil 10 
lave been thydeiia babiiiial plirawi or ciisiomary mcehiwa- 
icuis, Ikiyrs* wlieii be m lo write* ii blmnkil and jnirg«l;,|o 
his. as Latiioiie irlairi Iiiitindf to have hetrci* w» ilie real 
irai'lii'e of llie 

There wne odier nirokei in Itit * Eehetimr by wliirh 
ualiee was gfaiifiei!; die dctof how ami lioiitnir, 
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which keeps Prince Vohu'iu". ia ^ 


have alluded to the mi.M findin | 

' ' 1 11 

who lost Dublin tu the feln;.';, v,;..', ■ • 

‘ ^ f hiw 

mistress. 

* ■ 

Ihe Par! of RiH:hps|pi\ cm....- , ,< 


Dryden, took Settle jnin his j.; ■',* . .. 


to persuade the iHihlie that if ; ' 

' ' .s .» |Vi,|^ 

time misplaced. .S. itl,. . ...r’ ' ■ ■ ' 

^ d }l III 

‘I';mpre.ss of lilorocio i; q. ' ,• 

1 - ‘II ; 

r , t 

rowas carried in triumph it. W..,; ■,> , j 

- ' 

1*. . . t 4 

ladies of the Court. Now -a t ! 

i I hv 

highest; the next moment Iv.mu ;; 

t I.. , t : I 

f f 

drew his patronage, sfeiinup i,. h, i, 

r w; 

giaplicrs, ‘ to have a judetu.-ut i ; le; c. ■ 

’ ‘ i h;-i 1 

Perhaps being imal.Ie to emhu.-' m,v’ , 

“ 'd 

certain height, even when he had* h n 

f i 11 h um: 

raise it. * ‘ "* 



Neither critics nor rivals i!i,l l)a,!, u i 
they gained from his mui tfia; n' -i.,. , 
20 which his frequent hursts of ti-„-,itiivi 

Pect. He is always an, ry at 
future censure; Imi he h-sseii, th.- mu.. 
the halm of his own aiipruhatiut,, .^7 
the shafts of critickni hv uia-u ae. , . 
confidence. ' “ ' 



0 plagiarism, against which he n.-v. , ,uv,„; ' 

‘It^fence; for, though ‘ 

censured, he would by denting „i q.''" 

3ofessed the rest; ami a.s iiis'mhe san, s h ' « u “ 
own hands, he who knew that w.t . " ! * '' " 

facts, wisely left i„ that peri.lexiiv wh 1 ‘ 

' tf-rj 
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miess provoked by vindication, few were likely to ex- 
LHiiiie. 

• Tlioiigh the life eif a writer from abont; thirty^five to sixty- 
hree may l)e supiHjsi-d to luive l)een sufficiently busied liy 
he composilion of eighi ami twenty |>iece,s for the stae.e, 
)rvdcn found ri)om in the same s|)ace for many other 
Liulertakings. 

but, how much soever he wnUtg he was at least oiu'e sus> 
Kicleil orwriline, imu'e, fu’ in 1679 a pa|ter of verses e.iiled 
An hssay on Satire' was sliewn alanri in m.tmiseript, liy le 
diieh the Ikirl ot Kcm hi*ster, ilje IlutlieHS of FortsmiUith. and 
ihers were so mm h provoked, tbab as was supposed, fiir the 
dors w<a’e m-ver dise«tveunk they |>roeuret.i lirytlen, wlioin 
:iey suspi‘eU*d as the aulhur, to In* waylaid auil beaten. I’his 
U'itlent is meutioiunl by tlie Duke of iluc.kinghaimsliire, 

It true writer, in his * An of Ihieiry V where he says of 
)rydcii,-— 

eotiol me! hrfttrn kir niwthebs rhyieei, 
llis msn tlt‘Wive?i ii% gieiU a|»j4*uoe 

I lis reptuatioii in time was such, that his mune was ilmuglit ir 
eeessary Ui tlie smaj'sH fif every poetical or literary perform- 
ru:e, ami therefore he \vm engagetl to coinribute Htmielluirgi 
hatever it might he, to many puldicaiimm, lie prefixed ilie 
Life of Polybius* m the irandalioiii of Sir Henry Sfieent, 
ad thoie tif lairian ami Plutarch to Vimmm of ihdr works 
f cliffereiit hands, df dm KiiKliA ‘Tiidliis' he tniimlated 
m fifKl l»otik, and if (nmhm lie credited, translated il (mm 
ic Fremdi. Such a charge ran hardly he mentioned 
it some degree ol iiidigiialion, litit it m mu, I Mipjiose, «o 
Iii'h m Ih’ iiilroed dial Dryden wanted the lileratiire neccs- 30 
ry it) the peoihal of Ikicilws, ii« that, cmiiidering liliiiself as 
dden ill a ertiwit, he had no awe of the public, and writing 
crely lot muiiey, wan ccmlentcd to gel it by the iieiircsl way* 

^ ■ ■ : 

II 
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In i 6 So, till- ■ Kjiis;:, ,■,-11.,: ■, 

poets of the 

:intl anollier of .;i; i 1 : *! .■ ' 

to iiitroihice theiii Pv ,i > , ,, • > . ■ i( 

occasions w.is iv-uLiks s . , ‘ 

translaiioii, wiiirh v,,f, ... ■ 

mw ciijoy.s. Wi„. .y !*■ . ■ • " !!' 

the shuckit's c*t a, .. ... » i h 

tWiar it fiom ‘ ‘ *’ 

lowere not the jitnv,! ,..f j,., 
aulliority oi S.;ii iv • ' ti • ■ '.‘'.I 

jutlgnient ol (In.; ijaiinji, i ■ . , ' * 

a better way (,,ukl t. m. i ‘ 

I'anshaw, Deiiinuit, U'.i;!. r ^ < $ • ” ' ® 

examples of a ‘ • ‘--rt, 

In i(>St Dry.ien hee.nue u'.V' ... 

! politics with pnelrv in th, '• ‘ " 

ami Achit..phei; writt. n m , ' ", ' V 

Shuftesbury'H iiidiemem, 5i,. ‘ ’■ " 

20 head. ‘ 3 .o.. ir!, 

Of this poem, i„ tt-hich J.r!v.„p , ,. 

of puhlm ■ if 

my .'ithr 

not known it „j„alWhu, In .s, 

The reason of this gem.r.i , . ’ , ’ " 

to derive from the dflii; hi wl ,*”*"'* 1 ' ■ h '■ ct.'iD; 

Ration ofaxret.s,a,uVth ,c ' ' ' “ 

names procured readers p, t( * ‘ ' " T-Jw 

5 °enquirewhytl„e^c^! ' 

““"'‘ 1 "°““ 
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Dryclen would be endured without resistance or reply. Both 
his person and his i)arty were exposed in their turns' to the 
shafts of satire, which though neither so well pointed nor 
perhaps so well ainuul, undoubtedly <lrew blood. 

One of these poems is called ‘ Dryden’s Satire on his 
Muse, ascribed, though, as Pope says, falsely, to Somers, who 
!yas afterwards Chancellcjr. 'J'he poem, wlnasesoever it was 
ms much virulence, and som,,> sprilcliness. 'J'he writer tells 
ill the ill that he can collect both of Dryden and his 
HcncLs. 

tc 

1 ho. poem of * Alisalom and Acliitophc! » had two answers 

tow both forgotten; one calle.l ‘Azaria and Hushai,’ the 
|ther ‘Absalom Senior.’ Of these hostile comi>ositions, 
)ryden apparently imputes ‘ Absalom Senior' to Settle, by 
uoling in his verses against him the second line, ‘ Azaria 
ncl lliishai ’ was, as Whiod .says, impnicd to him, tliough it 
I somewhat unlikely that he shonkl write twice on tlie same 
ccasion. 'Ibis is a diflieidty which 1 cannot remove for 
■ant of a minuter knowledge of poetical transaction.s. 

The same year’ he published the ‘ iMedal,' of which the io 
ihject is a medal struck on Lord Shaftesbury'.s escaise from ! 
prosecution by tlie i^’miramus of a grand jury of Londoners. 

In both poems he maintains the same princiiiles, and saw 
em both attaektHi by the same antagonist. Elkanah Settle, 

[to had answered ‘ Absalom,’ appeared with equal courage 
opposition to the ‘ Medal,’ and published an answer 
lied ‘ J he hJeiliil Rever.sml,* with so much success in l>oth 
eminters that he left the palm douluful, ami divided the 
rtrages of the nation. Such arc the revtdutions of fame, or 
eh is tlie jwevalencc of finhion, that the man whose works ,to 
VC not yet been thought to deserve the care of collecting 
■m. who died forgotten in an hospital, and whose latter 
u.s were spent in contriving shows for fairs, and carrying 

‘ i6ii. 
o a 
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an elegy or epithalamiura, of which the beginning and i 
end were occasionally varied, but the intermediate parts w 
always the same, to every house where there was a funei 
or a wedding, might with truth have had inscribed upon 1 
stone, — 

‘Here lies the rival and antagonist of Dryden.’ 


Settle was for this rebellion severely chastised l)y Drydi 
under the nameof Doeg, in the second part of' Absalom n 
AchitophelV and was perhaps for his factious audacity mu 
10 the city poet, whose annual olTice was to descrilic tho'gloii 
of the Mayor’s day. Of these bards he was the last, an 
seems not much to have deserved even this degree of re'^at, 
if it was paid to his political opinions, for he afterwatl 
wrote a panegyric on the virtues of Judge jefleries, ami wl 
more could have been done by the meanest zealot forp 
rogative ? 

Of translated fragments or occasional poems, to emimera 
the titles or settle the dates would be tedious, with little' us 
It may be observed, that as Dryclen’s genius was cominoii 
20 excited by some personal regard, he rarely writes upon 
general topic. 


boon after the accession of King James, when the design i 
reconciling the nation to the Church of Rome became app 
rent, and the religion of the Court gave the only eflicmdoustitl 
to Its favours, Diyden declared himself a convert to iwpen 
This at any other time might have passed with little censuR 
Sir Kenelm Digby embraced popery, the two Rainohls red 
procally converted one another, and Chillingworth himsci 
was awhile so entangled in the wilds of controversy ms to rt 
50 tire for quiet to an infallible Church. If mon of arm, me* 
and study can find such difficulties or such motives as 
either unite them to the Church of Rome, or (let., in ti.cm - 
certainty, there can be no wonder that a man. who pe 
^ 1681, a. 
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haps never ent|uire«l why lu* wan a pri>le$tant, shouU! !)y a!i 
arLful ami rxperiiau t'd dii^pntaui 1 h: made a papist, nverhonu* 

'by the sudden vi<d*'iiee oi' new and inH,‘Kpei;:ted arguments, or 
deceived bv a n’pres«‘ntatirin which sluwvs enly the diUiteis 
on one part, and (ndy ih*' tw'ideiua* on the other. 

That convt'rsion will always lie .stsspectetl iltal apparently 
'Concurs with inleresl, lit* that never liiitls his error till it 
hinders bis ponpi^S'^ fowanls we.ihli or heatotir, will nea he 
dhouyht to lov<* tiuth only for herradf. Yet it may easily 
happen that infMunatiou may crane at a commodirtns tinus fc 
and as trttth and intere. t are nci| liy any iaial him. es ify at 
^variance, that one mav^ hv aci ideni iriUodtice tlie o!hi*r, When 
Opinions are itrnee.linp; into prpvularity., the aivatmenf.s l»y 
which thev are oppose! oi ilrt^’nilsd lieesinie naae knt»wn» 
and he that < han.o*;. his pictieoioti wotthi perhaps have 
chaugtsl it het^'i'e, wdh dm like o|<pu trlnnif ies iusttnetam. 
Tins was then the state ot piepcry ; every aud'e e was usetl 
to show it in its laiiest leant; am! it mast he ouamd to 
be a relig'ion of evlernal up|w..Mi'ance snlii^ ienily attr.a tive. 

It is natural lt> hop<' that a ioaitjaadierisive is likewise an io 
ielevaleti souk ami that whoever is. wise is also honest. I am 
'willing to Imlieve dial Ih)'den, hiviryg employed his mind, 
a(?live as it was, upon diilerent siudies, and filled it, ra]KiuiniH 
as it was, widi othei inanaialp, » ame trnprovided lo the uni* 
troversy, and wanted lallmr skid to discover the liatd than 
virtue to iiuiniani in Hut empiiues info diC Iteail are not tor 
man ; we must now leave him lo his jiidpe, 

Tim priests Inning sliengthened dear i aime hy so p«a\veilii! 
an adhertml, weie not king hrf’oie Inoughi lain inm 
acibiL Tliey rngageil him lo defend itm cfmiroversial so 
papers found in die Miom^dioi of Cliailes ihc Secomk and, 
what was yel liardia, to tlrfViitl them against Hiillmgllemh 

With hopes of piomoiing jiopery* he wm employed lo 

muiskle Jlaimhouig's 'llislniy of the League,* which he 
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published* with a large introduction, flis .• 

prefi.ted to the English ‘Life of Fr,„u is .Xnvicr U , n 
not that he ever owned himself the ir.msi ,i,,r V '! ^ 

use of his name was a pious fraud, ishi, h how..v..r's 

to have had much effect, for neither of the houks f'/'r 
was ever popular. 

The version of Xavier’s Life is commend, .1 l,v r>,. 
a pamphlet not written to flatter ■uni th ■ '• * 

said to have been, that the Quee..: wlK.u'::h. suhVi;'! f 
to made vows to him as her tutelarv .saint ' *' ® 

He was supposed to have uudi'rtak,-.; („ „,msl u,. r ■„ 

upon It, to have written an ‘Answer'- . • 

makes the following observation 

‘I have been informed from K,,,.!,,,.! , j 

who IS famous both for poetry and seve, il 

spent three months in translating .M, 

but that, as soon as my u . ♦» ' i 

■tarf l . i . lata ,, «.„4 . “ , 0 * ' , "“=1 

perhaps go on with his translation ^ -u i 

aught I know, as good m ‘ "H*' i'c. fo 

versation that he had sei on r 1"'“ 

and all the rest of animaks, for whom M v’ 
well enough as an author- am! tl ■ 
are such extraordinary things of th 
suitable to see the author of .he i 
the translator of the worst history tin 11''.' 

Hhis grace and his wit improve L 

hardly find that he has gLed h,- , 

' 16K4. 
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aan than he was. He has lately wreaked his malice on me 
91* spoiling liis three months’ laliour; but iti it la; has tlone 
ae all tlie honour tluit any man can receive from Iiini, wliicli 
5 to be railed at by him. If I had ilbnature enough to 
irornpt me to wisli a very bad wish for him, it should be, 
oat he would go on and tlnish his translation, Ily that it 
nil appear whether tlie Engiislr nation, which is the most 
ompctcnt judge in this matter, has, uj>an the seeittg our <!e- 
ate, iiroiiounced in hi. Varillas’s favour, or in mimu It is 
-uc, hlr. I), will sulTer a little by it, but at least it will serve ic 
9 keep him in from other extravagances ; and if he gains 
tile honour liy this work, yet he cannot lose so niueli liy it 
s he has done l»y Ins last em|)loytneiU,’ 

Having proliably felt his own inferiority in tluH>logical 
ontroversy, lu* was desirous of trying wlaHher, by bringing 
oetry to ait! his arguments, he rniglit become a nu>re eOlca- 
ions dtd'ciuler of his new pndession., la) reason in verses 
uxs, iiuleial, one of his |mwers: l>ut subtlety arul harmony 
nitctl are still lei*ble when o|iposed to truth* 

ActuaOHi tiuu'i'fore by zeal for Rome, or !ic)|)e of fame, he jo 
ublislieiH the VHind aiul Panther,* a jmem in which the 
diurch of Rome, figured by the mt'i^ whik Mml, tlefends her 
mets against the Claifilt of England, represented by the 
jnflur, a Insist beautiful, but spottet!. 

A fable which exhibits two beasts talking theology, a|> 
c.*ars at once full of absurdity; and it was accordingly ricli- 
aled in the *Chty Mouse and Country Mouse/ a parody, 
ritlcn l>y IVIonUigue, afterwards Karl of Ilalifix, and Prior, 
Iio then gave die first apeclinen of hia abilities* 

The ctmversion of such a man, at such a time, was not jo 
kely to pass unctensured. Three dialogues were published 
y tlie facetious Thomas Brown, of which the two first were 
died * Reasons of Mr. Bayes*s ehanghig his Religion ** : and 
* 
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--Tilt into \\io cm 
*1 lii* Ii;i4 lurnifi- 
lalkeis ill 

■-uri\ nmr destitu’ 
't till:,,- pirnirtclc, 
l‘dtl oulf 


the third, ‘The Reasons of ,'\lr. ti„. nl.ivvr’- r 

sion and Re-conversion/ Tin* li; ■* <. , i’ ■ 
second not till 1690, the third in Th,. , |.„n„, T 

to have been long continued, mid die i ,,, 1' , '''''' 

fixed the public attention. ' 

In the two first dialogues Haves is Hr, 
pany of Crites and Kugeiiiu.s,\vi;h wi.e 
debated on dramatic poeiry, 'I'lif iiv,i 
are Mr. Bayes and Mr. llain.s, 

Brown was a man not delieieni i,, pf • 
of fancy; but he secm.s to h.ive (he.md,. 
excellence to be a mary ; ms! dT.einr . i ■. , 

powers upon small jests o'r gn.s buffo, mn'v m,' ,1 u ^ 

• formances have little intriusie v.dite m.. > .vi-.; ’ ,• . , f 
they were recommended l.y tin- mnvl-v .V tl,'.' 
occasioned them. ” ' ' oumt tl|| 

These dialogues are like his mhor u..rk.i. n-i, . , , 
knowledge they contain, is diser.uvd bvf ■ ' T! 

IS exhibited. One groat sour T' c 1 ' ‘ "k'clii 

20 lilile Sayes. ‘Ajax'’ who ! ^ ‘’'‘*1 1 had:: 

> •>. .ftja.x, who huppeiis to 1,1 -nil, 1 ■ 
hat wore as many cow-hides up.,., T! " 

furnished half the King’s army Ivitl, s-,:,.: j' 

Bemg asked whether he h,.;.stsa. th.. Mb I ,n . 
Crites answers: ‘Seen it! Mr II. ve ..foi"' 

but it pursues me; it haunts n.’e ,1, .V‘" 

serjeant docs a decayed rit c; ■ '' ' ' 

box, when my lauiKhesl ‘ 

whether I will or no, it lights ,,‘"'"1',’,'“' t'" " ’ 'T'"" 
sometimes it surpri.ses me in a tnmi„ ,) 

30 times it refreshes my memorv V ' ' ' •‘"'1 

pancery-lanepar^ry;::''-;'* “•*' 

I have not only seen it as voi 

It too, and can quote i as L I but luve re.d 

tradesman can Lte that iff 

quote that noble treaU,, the -Wunh ofi 
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Penny"' to his extravagant 'prentice, that revels in stewed 
apples and penny custards.' 

'flic whnlt' aninmthui of these compositions arises from 
a profusion of luilieious ami affected comparisons. ‘To 
secure om‘S < hastity/ sa\’s Bayes, ‘ little more is necessary 
than to leave off a eorr<-spond(mce with tlie otlier sex, which, 
to a \vist‘ man, is no greatm* a punishment than it would be to 
a fauaiic parson to lx* forbid sc<djig tire Cheats" and “The 
Caaninittce ” : «»r for my Lord IMayor and Aldermen to be 
intrrdicted tin* sieja. off the “ laindtm CuckolcIT — This is 10 
the Lonuu’al straiig ;md therefore I shall Ire easily excused the 
labour of mof c transniptiiin. 

Browtt dors rue whtdly forget |)ast transa.etions : ‘Yon 
began/ says Ihites in Bayes, ‘with a. very indifferent religion, 
and have lutl mriulrd the matter in your last choice. It was 
Init reastut that vinn Muse,whieh app(sued first in a Tyrant's 
cpiarrcl, should rmpUo* her hist efforts to justify the usurpa- 
tions of tile I'iiutl.* 

Next year the millnn was summoned to ctdelnute tlie birth 
of the liiiice. Nfov was the lime for Hrytlen to rouse his 
imaidnatioig and siiaiu liis voire. Happy days were at hand, 
am! he was willing to «mjoy am! diffuse the aiuieipated bless- 
inj’S. He publinlictl a poem filleii with pretlictions of great- 
m‘>s and prosperilyg jsrediiliouH of which it is not necessary 
in |f|! lunv they have been verified. 

A few miuilhs fcwsctl after th«?se joyful notes, anti every 
hloasiun of popisli hope wan bkHted for ever by the Revolu- 
tion A jf.ipisi nmlii be no longer Laureate. The 
revenue, w!m:!i be had enjoyed with so mudi pride and 
praise, was traiwfeired lo Shadwell, an old enemy, whom he^c 
liad foinieily stigtnaliiiril by llie name or %. Dryden could 
not deceiiily ecuiipkiii lliai tie was tk|iosed| but seemed very 
aiispy 1l1.1l Htiailweil wcccedetl tiim, and liti Ihercfore cck- 
brated llie iiiltii4er*s timugumlloa to a poem exquisitely 
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satirical, calltnl Ofac F!,-v L:;-.--/ • 
Pope liimself dcdarcs, !*. 
tended in its plan aihl nc.-rc A:\r: 

It is rclaUHi hy 1'.= ■ 

bcriain, he was con?ani:h»-.i t ^ , 
gave him from his nvoi p::r 
salary. This is i ; ;t : 

an hundred a-year k M.n-n ic. a 
gent, by men h'Hs farm-d di d 
lorepresenltHl himsrir as tc: 

and once p.ulicul:n]\' dm^.o: *■ 
wiiich he endured d,e |i ■■ .e !„ 
iniglit, indeed, enjuin lum : a; «r 
suffered nothing, he shtad ! si<e h.e.r 
^ During the shral rersM 14 li-,.- 
nothing for the ^tagt^ in h-, 
employed in corUiDVtaNV .end d.a: 
perhaps have been !.•' ! L.v.’h , 


•iowas to be flatUieii ,.)i!y by .i ! '■ . 

limes were now , li.m, ,-,j. j, 

Court poet, ami w.m !t» l..i4. lei,) 
trade ; and having waited u: 

himselfasdiKeomiii'ii.utmnn , ' 

a second revolution, he i.io.hi, ed' ‘ *1 - .i - 
and in the next four ye.ii^ n„„ ^5..,,,, ^ 

In '<593 appeared auevvv. I, ■ f, 
Of -Juvenal- he tram. larnd mV. 
Sixteenth 8aiirt>.s; and of • ivoaim ' tu- i 
sooccasion he introduced his («,, .* 

■■w of ti« M.»,, , ; 

feJ 0 very m,,|e „ 

I-od D,«, ,„a 
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which be had oiire formed lo write an epic poem on the 
actious either nt Arthur or thc‘ Black Prince. lie considered 
the epic as uetu'ssarily iuehuling some kind of supernatural 
a<>’eiu:v, and had iinaidued a new kind of contest between the 
guardian any, els of kinyahnns, of whom he conceived that 
eai li iniyht bo ropis'sented zealous for his charge, without 
any iuteuihsl oppnsitii»n lo the purposes of the Supreme 
Being, cd' whii h all t aeatisi minds must in part he ignorant. 

I'his is the uuea reastmaldo sclieme of celestial inter- 
pc^sition tiial ever wvis Imnunh llie surprises and terrors lo 
of enchantments whiili have Buccoeded to the intrigues and 
opposilituiH «)l' pagan deitioH afliual very striking .scenes, and 
optm tt vast ejcieni to llm imagination; Inn, as Boileau 
ohserViSH, and Ihuleau will lie seldom found mistaken, with 
thih incmahle deh-m, that in a contest between heaven and 
hell wc know at tlir hegimiing which is to prevail; for this 
reason we follo'W Rin.ddo lo the enchanted wood with more 
curitKsity than tiitor, 

In the scheme iif Dryileii there is one great difficulty, 
whii'h }'e'l he would pniiaps liave luwl address enougli to 20 
sunmniut. In a w.ir justice can be but on one side; and to 
entitle the hero lit ilie proleciion of angels, he must figlit in 
defence of iridiiliiiahic right. Yel some of the celestial 
beings ihuH opposed lo rach other must have been repre- 
sented as tielemlilig glltih 

lliai this pmuii W4» never written, Is reasonably to be 
lamcnird. ll W'uiild dmiblless have improved our numbers 
and nilaiged oiir language, itiid might perhaps have con- 
irihuieil by pl.Msiiig insiriitibn Id rectify our opinions and 
imiily oiir iiuitiiieri, 

wkii hr nninirrit iii llic imliipensahle condition of such 
an ntiilei Liking, a public itijiciiil* was not likely in those times 
m he phiaiiied., liidici were not become familiar lo us, nor 
had i!ie nation yel Irariicd lo t» libeml. . 
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intended as a sjx-cinx'n of a version of the wliok-. c’ou- 
Sidering into what hands riomw was to fall, the reader cannot 
but rejoice that this proji'ct went no further. 

The time was now at hand wlaich wms to put an en<i to 
all liis schemes and lahoiar.s. On the first of .May, 1701 
baving been .some time, a.s he tells us, a cripple in IfiJ 
he died in Gcrard-.slreet of a mortifie.ition in his leg. 

There is extant a wiki story relating to staine vexaiu.ns 
events that happened at his ruiieral, whi.h, at the e«tl <,f 
Congreves Life, lay a writer of I know not wh.it credit, are 10 
thus related, ns 1 find ilur account transfeired to a ),i„, 
IgTiijihical dietiianary • 

‘Ml. Dryden dying on the Wednesday morning Ik 
'I'l.nmas Sprat, then [lislu.p of Ro.heM.'r and Ik.in nf 
Westminster, sent the next day to the I..idy Klizalaiih 
Howard, Mr. Drvden’.s widow, iliat he would uiak.- a 
preseut of the groniul, wliich was forty pounds, with all 
.he other Ahhey fe,-s. 'I'he land If.difa.x likewi.se .sent ‘to 
he Lady Idixaheth, and Mr. Cliarlcs D.yden her .son, that 
1 ti.cy W.auld give him leave to bury Mr. Ikyden, he wouid’ae 
liter him with a gmjtleni.m's private fuiier.il, and .afterwards 
iostmv five hundrc.I pounds on a monunieul in the Abbey 
vhich as they had no rca.son to refusir they accepted. ()n 
he Saturday following the company c.ujte ; the corps.,- was 
.lit into a velvet hear.sc, and eighteen mourning to,uhc's 
lied With company, attended When they were just rea.lv 
> move, the I.ord Jefferies, son of the r,ord (.:hartcell.»r 
ofIcrm.s with some of his rakish comp.t„bn* coming by. 
ssked whose funeral it was: and being told Mr. Diyden's, 
c said, “ What, shall Dryden, the greatest honour ami to 
rnnmem of the nation, tie buried after this private mannerf* 

«», Kciidemen, let all that loved Rfr. Dryden, and honour 
-s menmry, alight ami join with me in inning my Lady’s 
iijscnt to let me have the honour of bis Interment, which 
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rrfusirij., hr fcii „„ ^ hr at.w 

request was Kratur.l. 'I hr „ »• 

kneeled also; ami the blv.Ko,.- 
fanned away. As on a, *(„- r / t 
cned.AJj, nr,,,!-,,. ’ "puab, 

is ''«>• good, she "Si-ihr; - j 

'^ords will, ^j) “ ' 7 '’ 

was lust in their aixlat»a!i..n, .4 ' ' *' "i 

ordered the hearwme,, to ‘ '-'d kSt 
wan undertaker's in <'hr.,|..„h., 1 '<u«< 

8^'Bd orders for ihe 411 lie 


the Lord Halifax ami the itf '' ’*’■"*'* 

hmself, by rclatmg the reaj »>-'»>«■< 

nor tlie Bishop would admii nf *** rwidu r Jm la^dSj 

'■''’"'■I- 'k- 3 

3 °hme without any corpse <"‘3 

living any, waited on the 

^rtorance of the matter tum li *^®®*^^**'*< wim j.ineitt^ 
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ffolic (leserviHl iio lictlrr ; iIkU. he rerneiHV^eri'd at 

all of it; and tli.it h<* iiiiidil ih» %vlr.U he pleaned with the 
corpse/' I'p^’ti tlii'n the iiudereiker wailed upon the Lady 
Kli/-ih<‘th and her son, and threatened, to laiiija the corp^-,e 
lionu\ ami Si"t il iKdore flie drH.*r, lliey di'siied a day’s 
res|>ite, Nvhiih was yp anted* *Mr. C.’harles Ihyvleti wroU* a 
liamisoine h-itei !o iho ! .i>id Jein.jit^M, wlio retmueil ii with this 
cool answer, “ ’Ihai h*’ knew innliiiiy of ilie niaiter, anil 
w^ouki hi* trouliled no more ahmii it/’ Me thi.ai adilresMnl 
the I/ord lisliiax am! da^ LiNhop ed ILn lie‘-.ier, wht^ ah.-,o» lo 
luit‘ly refusisl to ilii anydiin^t hi it. !n this di.ater!, Mr. (Jarilt 
gent for the i oi|-»Me lo the i'olleyp* ed tliysitians, and pod^oseil 
a funeral hy sulewription, lo whkh hnnsell set a most n«ihle 
cjiuinple. At last a ilay, ahotil ilnee wa^eks alier .Mr. Ihyden’s 
deceasci was appoiiUni tiir ihe iiiiermeni: J.ir. Maith pro-* 
liounta’d a fine l,.ialin oralioii at die Chdleye over die t:or|e;e, 
whieh was attended m die Ahliey iyv a. immereniH train iif 
eoaehes, When die hmenil was over, Mr. t/liarles Drydim 
stall a rlnilleiiye In the Le»ri! jelleiieg, w!io refusing to 
answer if, he sent seveial rdlnas, and went ofien hiinwlf, io 
Inii lould neilliei gei ii letter drlneted, nor adminanee Ui 
speak to him ; whith go iiuensed Ihiii, that lie resolvei!, siiua* 
his Lorddiip refiiHed lo answei liim like .a. gentleman, dial he 
would watch an oppoiitiiniy lo ineeh am! fight oifdiand, 
diiHiy.li with all the inles of linnoiir ; mlikli his lamldiip 
hisuing, left die lowii : and Mf. Cliarks Mryden ionld never 
have die saiehiMion of iiteriiiig him, iholigh he sought it dll 
his dfsuh widi the iiIiiiohI, iipidiradon/ 

‘Ihis Moiy I mtix iiileiided lo mnil, m ii a|i|>ears with no 
Ipeai rwideme; nor have 1 tnei wiili any amfiimaiion, but yo 
ill a leiiei of Fariinlnif, and tic mily relalrs dial iht* funeral 
((f Mrydrn wsw liiiniiliiiiiry am! ciinfwfcci 
SuppoHiiig tlir «ory line* wt may remark lt»l itie gradual 
thaiigt* oi imprctplibte in itn: process, 
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[, the portrait wliich has Iteen left by Congreve, wlio 
/ him with great familiarity, is suih as adds our love of 
lanners to o'lr aiimiratioii of Ids genius. ‘ He was,’ we 
old, ‘of a nature exeeediiigly liumane and compassionate, 

/ to forgive injuiies, and capable of a sincere reconcilia- 
»vith those that had oili nded him. His friendship, where 
■ofcHsed it, went hevond his professions. He was ofa 
easy, of very pleasing .u eess ; Init somewhat slow, and, 
wore, dillident in his ailv.unes to others: he hail that 
s nature which ubhuried intrusion into any .society wh,U- io 
He was tlierefure less known, and conseiiuently hi,s 
.cter became mure liable to niisajtjtrdiensknis ami nns- 
sentations : he was very modest, anil very easily to be 
unUmauced in bis apjuo.n Ih's to his etiuals or superiors. 

.Ls reading had hcen very extensive, .so was lie very 
y ill a memory temu ions of everything that lie h.id read, 
vas not more pns.sesHed of knowledge than he w.is 
■itmicative ol it ; but then his t oinnnniie.uiun w.ts by no 
.s pedantic, or impo.sed upon the conversation, hut' just 
and went so f.tr as, by the natural Uini of the couversa-ro 
n wliich he was eng.iged, it was necessarily promoted or 
“cd. He vv.is extremely re.nly .and gentle in his correc- 
;>f the errors of any writer who thought fit to consult 
and full as le.tdy' and p.itient to admit the repre*' 
jtis of otiiers in resjuat of Ids ovvn oversights or 
kos.’ 

this accmim of fongnve nothing c.m !k? objeeied hut 
ntiuess of fiirmlship ; ;uu! to have cJtcileil tliat fomhicss 
H a mini! is no small degree of praise. ! he diKjHiHitiun 
pdeii, however, is shown in this character rather as it 30 
ted itself tit t:ur»ory torivcrsaiion. than as it oiwrated 
r more imjw.nani part* of life, flia placalality and his 
-.hip indeed were solid virlucs, Imt courtesy and good- 
,ir arc often found with little real worth. Since ton- 
■ 
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but tlu'ro is to bclit'Vt,* that bis communication was 

ratiuT iisrful than t'Utt'riainings 11c dcdares of himself liuil 
he was .salnrniuc*, aucl m'd one of those whose spritcly 
savinti's diverted t:cuii|Kiuy; am.! one of his ccnstircrs makes 
liirn say 

SN'nr \uuf iicr Icve omlfl ever see me nay; 

To wdfiii|; latnh I kut-w nut wlial t« siy.’ 

I1ier(‘ aie num wlnssc jiowits operate only at leisure am! 
in relirenientj ami wlujse intelleamil vigour deserts tluun In 
ccnversatitni ; whom nierrirmmt confuses and objection dis- to 
concerts; whose* bahhfulm*ss restrains their t‘Xerlitm, am! 
suOers them not to si'ieak till the time of speaking is I’last ; 
or wliosc allciilioii to their own character makes tliem 
unwilling to uiler at ha/.ard what has not been considered, 
and eaumg he O't ailed* 

Of Drydeifs slnggislmess in conversation it is vain to 
seareh ta* to yne‘*s the cause. lie ceiiainly wanted neither 
si’mitneiils mu ktngtiage ; his intdlectual treasures were 
great, though they wctc linked up Irom his own use. ' His 
t!mn){lits/ wliiOi lie wrote, Ohnved iti U|ton liini so fast, llmt ao 
his tinly care was whidi lit duHcsc and which to reject.* 
Such rapMity of t ompiisiiion naturally iwomises a Ihiw of 
talk, y«’l We iniml Ih’ c*iiiteni tci hrlicve whai an enemy says 
cf him* when lie hkrwiM? says it of himsdh Ihil whatever 
was hiH iliarai l«w as a lompaihon* ii appears that he livcil in 
fuihlnuily wiih llir liigln^t personii cif liis time. It is rdatei! 

!iy darle of lii«* iHikr of ihmmul, lliai he used often to pirns 
a ihgjil wiili Hrydrn and ihmc wiih wliotn llryiim com 
Milled; %dio they were i arle has not told, Ihii cerlainly the 
convivial uihle at W'liirli tlrinoiid iiil was not surroniided wit Into 
a pidieiaii sorirly. Hr wai indcctl reproariied with hoasling 
i4 liiii kiiiiiliariiy with the great; and Horace will mippori 
him in the opiiiioii* lliai lo pl&m w|wriors h not ilie lowest 
liiml oi iiterit 
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excellence, intellectual and moral, combined in his mind, 
with endless variation; and when he had scattered on the 
hero of the day the golden shower of wit and virtue, he had 
ready for him whom he wished to court on the morrow new 
wit and virtue with another stamp. Of this kind of meanness 
he never seems to decline the practice, or lament the neces- 
sity; he considers the great as entitled to encomiastic 
homage, and brings praise rather as a tribute than a Rift 
more delighted with the fertility of his invention than morti- 
fied by the prostitution of his judgment. It is indeed not lo 
ceitain that on these occasions his judgment much rebelled 
against his interest. There are minds which easily sink into 
submission, that look on grandeur with undistinguishinn- 
reverence, and discover no defect where there is elevation of 
rank and affluence of riches. 

With his praises of others and of himself is always inter- 
mingled a strain of discontent and lamentation, a sullen 
giowl of resentment, or a querulous murmur of distress. His 
■works are undervalued, his merit is unrewarded, and he has 
/ew ihanks to pay his stars that he was born among English- 20 
men. To his critics he is sometimes contemptuous, some- 
times resentful, and sometimes submissive. The writer who 
thinks his works formed for duration, mistakes his interest 
■when he mentions his enemies. He degrades his own dignity 
by shewing that he was aflFected by their censures, and gives 
lasting importance to names which, left to themselves, would 
vanish from remembrance. From this principle Dryden did 
aot often depart; his complaints are for the greater part 
geneial ; he seldom pollutes his page with an adverse name. 

He condescended indeed to a controversy with Settle, in 30 
vhich he perhaps may be considered rather as assaulting 
ban repelling; and since Settle is sunk into oblivion, his 
Lbel remains injurious only to himself. 

Among answers to critics no poetical attacks or altercations 
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Ev’n Con^viive, SotiiluTii, innaly Wych^rky, 

When thus rdijiM. will giiirvotis suftkrci.s la-; 
liUo the njcltini^ pot when Ihysieii conics, 

What honki stiuich will line. \\InU noisouie funics! 

I low will lie sli t ink, when all Ins lewd allay, 

Anti wicket] iidxturi', shall Ise |tui|»etl away!* 

Hius stands the passage in tlie last edition; Init in the 

orisiiuil there was an alrateineni of the censure, begiimiiie 
thus : 

‘r.iit wli:it rrmaiiis will he so |.iire. ’twill hear «■ 

’fh’ esamiiiiiiuiii of the uma seveie.’ 

Blackmore, (iuditi- the eei.suiv reseiitetl ami the civiliiy dis 
ree,arilecl, tmj'.eiu'rtuisle diniiti’d the siifter part. Such varia- 
aoiiH disc,. ver a u liter who coiistilis his passioms more than 
tis virtue, ^ ami it may lie reasoiiahly supiposed that Drydeit 
nijiule.s his enmity to its (rue cause. 

Of hltlhuunie h<- wrote tiitly it, general terms, .such as are 
ilway.s ready at the tall of anger, whether just or not : atrliorl 
ixtnu t will lu* Miliieient, ‘ Jle [.retemls a tinarrel to m.', that 
, have fallen ioul np,m priesthotni ; if I have, I am only lo.-o 
.sk pardon of g„i>d piiests, ami am afraid his share of the 
cparation will i omir to link-. Let him he .sutislieii that he 
hall never he able t.t force himself upon me for an ad- 

ersaiy ; i contemn him tot> much to enter into comiietition 

dlh hinn 

‘ As for tint rest tif those who have wriilen again.st me, 
ley are .smh scotimiiels that they de.serve not the lea.sl 
mice to Ih* t.ikeii of them. lilackmore and Milhourne are 
nly disiingmshed from the crowd by being ivmcmbereil to 

leir infanivd 

Dry.len indemi disiuveicd in many of his writing.^ an' 
fet led and ahsurtl malignity to priests ami priesthood, 
huh iialmally raised him many enemies, and which was 
mietimes as mi.seasonabiy resented aa it was exerted, 
r.ipjr is angry that he call* the sacrifleer in the ' Georgies ' 
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Whether hy the wni'Id's neglect, or his own iinpnulence, I 
iim afniiti that th<‘ gicair.st part of his life was passed in exi- 
renccs. Suc:h oiiua ies wert* sundy never uttered !>ut in severe 
)ain. Of his su|'i|dies or his expenses rto prol'nilde estiniate 
:an now he niadts 1vxr'’i*pt the salary cd’ tlie Laureate, to 
tvhich King Janies atliled tlu’ eflu’e of Historiographer, per- 
japs with sume addiiinual einnlninenls, his whole lao'enue 
leenis to liave In’en « aM{al, and it is well known that he 
seldom lives fVup.a!iy \\lu> Ines hy < hance. Mope is ahvavs 
iberah ami tluw that trust lier ptomisi-, make little scruple of lo 
'evclling te» day tui the prulhs uf the morrow. 

Of his play:'* the piotii was not gjeat, and of the jimdiiee 
)f his other woilvs very little inlellie,etu e ean he liath Ly 
iisc:oiii>dng with tie* late amialdt* Mi/ronsoip I could, not 
ind that any memtuial'* id tht* it'an>at tiems hetween his |)re- 
leeesHOr aiui I hydro had hern pieservei!, vKi'ejH the follow- 
ng papifrs 

* I tlo hri'ehv pisaui-r ttv pay j»»hn Ihydem Ksi]., or order, 
m tlii* 25th id' MatOn Uhui, thr sum id" two huralretl ami 
ifty guiiusis, in eni}sidt*ialitm i 4 ten dunisand verses, which ao 
he said jidiii !>rvdein Kmj., is ii:i deliver to me, Jacob 
ronson, when fniishisl, \\here«d' seven iliousand five lamdred 
verses, more i»r les's are alHstdy in the said Jatoh TonsonV 
losscssiiin. And I «!o hnefiy hiiiher promise, ami engage 
nysclf, to make up tin* s.ml sinn of two himdred and fifty 
piimsi.H Ihire hiindird pfniioL sterling to ihe said John 
I'lryden, IKip, hiv rxrruiens. iidmiriisiriiiors, assigns, at 
lie twginniiig of ilr mond iiiiprrwinn cif ihe laiil ten than* 
sanil veisrs. 

*In witness whnrof I have hrrriiiiio »ri my hand and 30 
leal, tliiH Iweiilielli tlay of Maoh, l6f|, 

*Jii€ci»Tw»n* 

* Scaled aiol ddiveiri!, heing firil dnly iUwnpl, pursuant 
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.Jtivated poetry, related to Dr* King of Oxford, ih.ii one 
.y, when he visited Dryden, they heard, as they were con- 
rsing, another |)erson entering tlic house. * lliis,’ saitl 
-jden, Vis Tonson. You will take care not to depart 
jfore he goes away; for I have not coinph’tiHl the sheet 
xich I promised him; and if you leavtj me unprotected i 
;ist sutler all the rudeness to which his resentment can 
ompt liis tongue.' 

*\/yiiat rewards he olUainetl for his poems, besides the |iay- 
-Bt of the bookseller, camiot be known : Mr. Derrick, who lo 
nsultcd some of ins rehuit>ns, was infonnctl that his * Fahlerd 
tained five Imndreil jiounds from tlic Duclufss of Oriiioiid; 
iresent not uiisnitahle to the magnificenc<» of llmt splemltd 
nily; and lie cpioies IMoyh' as relating that ibiiy jHaniils 
^ro jiaid by a musical society for the u.se of ‘Alexanilerss 
ast.' 

In those clays the <H'onoiny of govtammenl was yet nio 
tied, and the puynamls <d‘ tin* Kxchet|Ucr were dilaiiay 
d uncertain; of tins disonler tliere is reason to helievt* 
it tlie laiureate scanelimes felt tin* eflecis ; for in one cdMo 
prefaces In* eomjjlains of those who, being inlrnsieil wiili 
r distribution of the Printads luainty, suiler tliose llial 
pend uiK>n it to languish in penury. 

Of his petty haliits or slight amuHenients tradition has 
;:xined Htlle. Of tlie only two men whom 1 have Ibtitul 
whom he was personally known, one told me that at the 
.i*se which lie frecpiented, called Will'8 CMffee* house, the 
:>eul upoii any literary dispute wa» mack* to him ; and 
other related tliai his armtHl chair, which in the wiuu r 
:i a settled and preKcriptive place by the fire, was in the 40 
rniKT placed in the balcony, and that he called llie-two 
l:vs his winter and his summer seat This is all the in- 
ilgenec winch his two survivors tiffdrdeti me* 

Dim of his opinions will do him no li^siour in ihe preaeru 




Burnm. 


6i 


i Cowley : hut Drviiturs ' Mssay on Dramatic Poetry’ was 
first regular aiul valuable treatisi; on the art of writing. 

Ho who having funned Itis opinions in the present age of 
glish literature, turns hack to pteruse this tiialogne, will 
; perhaps find nnieh increase of knowletlge, or imu.h 
telty of inslnictioii; hut he is to rein, inlier that critical 
ticiples were then in the hands of a few, who had gathered 
m partly fr.mi the aiuieiils, and partly from llie Italians 
I French. 'I'he sinnture of dr.unatie poems was not then 
icrally umierstood. .Xndieiu es applamleil by instinct, and to 
ts perhaps olii'ii pleased liy t hane«‘. 
t. writer who ohi.iins his full juirpose Iose.s himself in 
own lustre. Of an opinion which is no lunger iloulned 
evidence ee.nses to he e.xamineil. Of mi ail univeriially 
ttiseil the first te.teliei is lotj;oiten, I.earmng once made 
tilar is no hin.e,er liMining; it has the aitjiearance of 
filling wliK h we have hestoweil njion ourselves, as the 
a[)peurs to rise from the fiel.l whidi it relieshes. 
b judge lightly of an author we mnst tr.mspoit ourselves 
is time, and examine v\hat were tire wants t.if iiis eonlem- jo 
lies, and what weie his means of snpjilving them. That 
■h is easy at one time was dsthi nil at another. Dryrlen 
ast iniport.'d his seieme, and gave his country what it 
aal hefoiv; or i.nhei, he importe.l only the materials, 
mannfi. tuied il„ m hy his ovui skill, 
lie Dialogiii* on the Dtama* w.is rrnc of his first cssavs 
rititism, wiiiteji when he was y«'i a timorous candidate 
Tpuiafion, and thetefoie lalsjured with that diligeiue 
li he might allow himself .somewhat to remit, when his 
' gave s.m<tiMM to his positions, ami his awe of ihcao 
c was ithafed, patily by custom ami partly hy success. 

1 not he *Msy to find, in all the opulence of our language, 
atise so atthilly vaiiegatetl with successive represcnla- 
of opposite piob.s}4!iiie«, so culivcoed with imagery, so 
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3p is to be made through thorns and brambles; and truth, 
we meet her, appears repulsive by her mien and ungraceful 
- her habit. Dryden’s criticism has the majesty of a queen ; 
.rmer’s has the ferocity of a tyrant. 

A.S he had studied with great diligence the art of poetry, 
cl enlarged or rectified hi.s notions, by experience perpetu- 
y increasing, he had liis mind stored with principles :iud 
servations; he poured out lii.s knowledge with little labour ; 

• of labour, iiotNyilhstanding the multiplicity of his prodiic- 
tas, theic is suflicient leasou to susjicct that he was not jo 
Dvei. lo wiitc co/i (tmore, with fondness for the cinploy- 
nt, with perpetual touches and retouches, with unwilling- 
iS to take leave of hi.s own idea, and an unwearied pursuit 
Tjuattainable perfection, was, I think, no part of his 
.racter. 

rJis criticism may be considered as general or occasional, 
liis gencial precepts, wdiich di'peiul upon the nature of 
structure of the human mind, he may tlouhi- 
be safely recommended to the conlidence of the rcath-r; 
bis occasional ami particular posilioms were sotnetimes io 
i-estcd, sometimes negligent, and sumetimes capricious. 
t not without leason that I rajiji, speaking of the praises 
oh he bestow.s on Palamon and Arcile says ' Kovimus 
cium Drydcni de pocmate quodam Cliauceri, pulchro 
s illo, et admodum laiulamlo, nimirum quod non modo 
epiemn sit, sed Iliada ctiam atque Aenoaila acrpiet, imo 
rret. Sed noviinus eodem tempore viri illius maximi non 
per accuratissimas esse ccn.suras, nec ad severissiinam 
;:es nornam exaetas: illo jiidice id plerumque optimum 
quod nunc prae manibus habet, ct in quo nunc occti- jo 

e is therefore by no means constant to himself. Ilis 
1 cc and (lesertion of dramatic rhyme is generally known, 
ice, in hi.s remarks on Pope’s ‘Odyssey,’ produces what 
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great advanres in literature. As having di.stinguisi.e.l him- 
sell at Westnunstor tnul.Tilie tuiiiou of IJushj, who advmced 
his scholars to a height of kuowlclge very rarely attaiued in 
grannnar.si:hools, he resided tifterward.s at Cainl.ridge it is 
not to he .snpi,os,.d ih.u his ski!! in tl.e ancient languages was 
deficient conijiated with lliat of eoninion slndetils; hut !ii.s 
scholastic aiiiuisiiinus seem not pKiiiorlinnate to liis opiiur- 
tunities and ahilities. ! !,• < on!d not, like Milmn or C'uwlev 
tavc made hi.s name iilu.stiions merely l.y his learning. iC 
ncnlions hut few bonk.s, mid timse sneh as lie in the beaten 10 
;rack oi regular sttniy; from vhit;}., if mvr he .iqurts, he is 
n danger of losing himxeli in unknown regions. 

In his ‘Dialogue on the Drama' he pronounces wit!, great 
lonfiiietiee that the f.atin trageily of ‘Medea’ is not Ovid's 
Kwatise It i,s not stiiiieiemly intere.Hting ant! pailielic. Ili 
night have tletei mined tlie tjnestitui upon surer evidence 
nr it is tjuoted by (.Juimilian a.s die work of Seneca; and the 
Illy line whiih r, -mains of Ovid's play, lor one line is left 
s, is not there tti be loimd. There was llierefore no need 
r the gravity of ronjeetme, or the tiisciission of plot orjo 
.•ntiinent, to find what was already known upon higher 
ihun Midi wvf ftMt'h* 

His literature, though mn always free from ostem.nion, 
dl he mimnonlv fonml either olivious, am! made his own 
' the an tif dressing it; or sujierftdal, which, l.y what he 
ves. shews wiiat !ie w.tijted ; or moneous, hastily collected, 
ul sniltrml. 

^ el It cannot Ik? witi th.ii hU genius is ever uiijirnvkietl e 
itter, or th.u his fatny languishes in penury of ideas. Ilis 
»rks abound with kmmleilge, and sparkle with illiislrationst., 
one IS .si.ircely any science or faculty that docs not supply 
n with oet asioiml images ami lucky similitudes ; every p,ige 
ic overs a mind very witkdy aequainied both with art .am! 
tore, and in ftiU ja»«»#ioti of grem ^nni of iiilellectu;,! 

» 
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that he was c^inir-..l iJiJl, In «!.<• i!ini.r!u.iM(»' i.i i, , .,., 
more vivid and sjH-rdv ir.-i'.m. ‘ .(» _ .»!, I jt.j. , , 
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Ciiticism, cithci tiicinclic or (lofcnHivc, occujjics ulmost jill 
his prose, except those pages whieli he has devoted to his 
patrons; but none of Iiis prefaces were ever thought tedious. 
.They have not tlie fonnalily of a settled style, in which the 
first lialfof the scuiteneti luUrays the other. The clauses are 
ucvci balautctl, noi (h<‘ periods inodellccl; every W'ord seems 
to (hup 1)}' i h.uu'e, thuueh it tails into its pro|)er |)]ace. Mo- 
tlinig is Cold 01 lanipiid ; the wliole is airy, animated, and 
vigorous; what, is Hide, is gay; what is great, is s|)Iendid 
He may l)e thoue;ht to na-ntion liimsolf too frequently; but 10 
while he iuH.ts hiiusrlf upon our esteem, we cannot refuse 
him to stand hiith in his own. Iwerytlhug is excused by tlie 
play of imag’t^s and ihr spritrlities.s of expression. Though 
all is <‘asy, nothing is fctTle; ihouglt all seems careless,, there 
is nothing hai,sh» and thou’di, since Ins earlier works, mc^re 
than a century iias passed, they have notlung yet uncouth or 
absolcte. 

He who writes nuudi will not easily escape a manner, 
such a rtaairrtuiec nf paoicniar modes as tnay be easily noted. 
Dryden is always amh'/ur ami ikt same, he -does not exhibit ao 
i second time same eleg.mces in the same form, nor ap- 
pears to have any other tlian that of expressing with clear- 
Ksss what he thinks with vigtnua His style could not easily 
)e imitated, either stu'iotisly or ludicrously; forj being always 
tqualde and always varied, it has no prominent or dlscriini- 
lative characters. { he lie.iuty who is totally free from dis- 
proportion of parts and features, cannot he ridiculed by an 
pvtu'chargisi rt^seinblance. 

brom Ids prcPse, !iowevt*r, Dryden derives only his acci- 
Icntal and setcPiidary praise; the veneration with which his 30 
aine is proiumnced by every cnliivator of English literature" 
ipaid to him as lie fefiiied the language, improved ihesetui- 
lenls, and tuned the numbers of English froetry. 

After about half a ceniiiry of forced tlioughls tiitl rugged 
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been pluikfii fruin the hr.iniiilc, or difTorent colours had not 

been joined t<i enliven one ;ai<M!ier. 

It may be .'„m!.:ed whetln>r Waller and Denham could 
have overborn.- the {.o-iiulii-es whieli had long prevailed, and 
wliieh even th.-n wer.- nli.-Itfred by the protection of Cowley. 
The new vei'Ml'icaliiiii, a-, it w.is ealU-d, maybe considered as 
owing its esl.ilili-diment to Dryden, from whose time it is 
iip])ar(‘nt thai i'.nv.lish puetry has had no tendency to relapse 
to its fonner s.iv.tyeness. 

I he aillueiiee .ind uniijtreliension of our language is very ic 
illusirioudv dispLuvd in unr poetical translations of ancient 
writers; a wmk wliult the French .seem to relinquish in 
despair, and vvlni li we were Umg unable to perform with 
de.'iterity. Hen joiisun ih.night it necessary to copy Horace 
almost word by wutd ; bVlih.iin, his contemporary and adver- 
sary, consideis it as indispeiisahly requisite in a tran.slation to 
give line for line, it is said that Sandys, whom Dryden 
calls tlie hesi versiliei oi the hist age, has Struggled hard to 
comprise eveiy l»n.k of his English ‘ Melamorplioses ’ in the 
same mnnher of verses with the original Holyday hadao 
nnthing in view fnii to sh.-w that he under.stood his author, 
with .so hide Ifg.iid to the gr.tndeur of his diction, or the 
voluhility of his ntifubcrs. iliat his metres can hardly be 
called veiM-s; they i.intiot l»e read without reluctance, nor . 
will the l.ihoHi .dw.iys !«• rewarded by understanding tliem. 
t'liwley saw that sm h tifmt were a t^rvik race; he as- 
.scrieil his hh. riy, and spo ;ni his wings so boldly that he 
k-l't his arithois. It w.».s reserved for Dryden to fix the limits 
of pnetiial ItlH'Uy, and give us just rules and examples of 
transkltinn. 3 

When l,iin;n,rKes are formed upon diflferent principles, it is 
inipoH-sihle ih.it the same modes of expression should always 
Iw iflegant in Iwth. While they run on together, the closest 
tninskitiim in, tv U* considered m tiw best; but when they 
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divaricate, each must take its natural course. Where corn 
spondence cannot be obtained, it is necessary to be contei 
with something equivalent. ‘ Translation therefore,’ saj 
Dryden, Ms not so loose as paraphrase, nor so close a 
metaphrase.’ 

All polished languages have different styles ; the concise 
the diffuse, the lofty, and the humble. In the proper choio 
of style consists the resemblance which Dryden principal!] 
exacts from the translator. He is to exhibit his authori 
10 thoughts in such a dress of diction as the author would haw 
given them, had his language been English : rugged magni- 
ficence is not to be softened ; hyperbolical ostentation is not 
to be repressed, nor sententious affectation to have its pointi 
blunted. A translator is to be like his author : it is not liij 
business to excel him. 


The reasonableness of these rules seems sufficient for their 
vindication; and the effects produced by observing them 
were so happy, that I know not whether they were ever 
opposed but by Sir Edward Sherburne, a man whose learn- 


2oing was greater than his powers of poetry; and who, being 
better qualified to give the meaning than the spirit of Seneca 
has introduced his version of three tragedies by a defence of 
close translation. The authority of Horace, which the new 
translators cited in defence of their practice, he has by a 
judicious explanation, taken fairly from them; but reason 
Wyants not Horace to support it. 


It seldom happens that all the necessary causes concur to 
any great effect: will is wanting to power or power to will, 
or both are impeded by external obstructions. The exigences 
.50 m which Dryden was condemned to pass his life are reason- 
a y supposed to have blasted his genius, to have driven out 
Sl'/o u “ ^ of immaturity, and to have intercepted 
supphed. which longer growth would have 
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'byTiirimlipn>«N thdr nvu«lH-r wan i,H'r.-..M a • hmI 1 Uoj 
ikavil^ill h.. pum-.l *l.a, it iH- had ^vrm, .. I- n . ir su,»ld 
i^vritfahou.-r; or that iud. ■ d hr ..add hov nud, 
the toil of an uiUhnr, if h>‘ had mtl Iw.-n MiluatrLi h) m»«h- 
thing nioiv prrs'.i.tg than the h-vr ul i-raix-. 

But as is said hy las HchaMiaii,— 

' Whiit htt>! Iw.-t'ii. i» ; wli.tl i% »!>}>«!»,* 

Weltnnwthat Diydcn’s srVrral tws.H wrrr «o many lo 

smwkivr rxl-riilrnls fo! his Mlj.!u,U; his i-li)-. «<■!<• ihrir. 
fan* ofu-n huiiovu-.i, and hb wt-ir aln.osi .ill oua- 

' In an orrasional jiriforinauir no hriglil of rxirllriuT can 
be expi'otcd fmin any mind, howrvn l.-riitc in il»<*lf, and 
however sUned with .i .jnisitions. Hr whose woik is gmeml 
■mil adiinaiy, ha*, tiie dn«ir of his mallet, and lakes that 
ivhich his iiirhn.mMn and his smd.rs have l.rM tinalilied him 
to display and dnoialr, Hr is at hhr.iy to delay Ins {.uhli- 
cation mi hr has sad (u d his hirnds and hims.-lf ; till hr has w 
refornuHi his first ihouKhls hy M,hsr.jnrnt examination, and 
polislied away those laiiUs whirli the pretipitanee of imtenl 
eanipnsiiiitn is hkejy to leave Hdiind it. ^ Virgil is related to 
have puinrd oni a Kiral immlHT of lines in the muimiig, ami 
to have nasM’d the d.iy in fedueiiiK them to fewer. 

'I'lir (i(;(awonal {Kiel in circumscrilwd hy the narrowness 
(if his Mihj< 1 1. Whatever can hapiien to man lias hai){»ened 
so often, that hltk remains for fancy or invention. We have 
hren alt hotn; wc have most of us l«n mariict!; and so 
niaiiv have diml before «s. that our deaths can su{»{>!y hut .p 
few maleiiab for a jK»^t. In Uie (m of princea the puMtc 
has an iniriesi ; and whal happen* to them of good or evil, 
the {uiets h.ive always conrideted a* b«*i«ei» for the Unm 
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}myj)FS'. 


’’■'‘i'Ji-ll hy# 

* * ' ' i ; f| 

l.r.: 

S" 's'lil uj. 

'* it'* iusi; 

''Wllk 
i l’.'- i W|;i 


•n. 

!.■ 


But after so many inamiiiratorv ;;r,i;u: ii;.,!, 
and funeral dirges, he must Iv hi;, hiv r,;v> uu- 
fortune who says any !ijiii;,.r nuf said i.,- 
conquest, however sidemli.i, mV,,’ , ,, 

triumphal chariot of a vienuitui; ni aia:,,;, 1 

only with those onianieiiis that ; 

cessors. 

Not only matter but titne is w.an-h, • 
not be delayed till the oera'- m is 
'0 moments of animate.! ima;;inaii.,i, . 
elegances and illustfatiom. taumit !>. i,i 
accumulation: the eompo itii.n i,, 
conversation is yet busy ami admuatirui j,; 

to be made, lest some other eu-nt sh.m;! he 1, m’ ' 
mankind. ‘ «i« 

Occa,sional coinp(i.si!ions 

the praise both of learning au-.l faemie t„r ■ V 
the effect of long .siudv am! mu t 1 r' ■ t ' V ' 

Bom the treasures of the uiind ' * ‘nnumUl. 

20 The death ofCrotuvo H was the h- t , m f 
called forth I)ryck.„-.s po.-tical pow,.,.' ^ 

have beauties and defects; the ,h..u hm u,- ; .'‘.V"'' 
though not always proper, shuv .t m,.. i V ' ■ ■ V''' 

the numbers are smooth -iml d ■ ' 





to oftoHi,,,, 

"fteKin8i“S.,l 
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‘ il*", tiwsM Ity fate, 

CnuM ta'.te no . I \i mill’s ilesiml n{;c, 

liut fouml Ilia HI.- t-. tnie a jiilj-iimanc.’ 

i^ndaftcrwiinis, to shi-w limv viiim* and wisdom are increased 
)y adversity, In- lu.ilcs this ». !n,nk:~ 

*\Vrll inii:ht flir «twfer 

On IsHUMni**! nnnn* mC rfiun^rlhr^ 

Since, hUurk utth <4 |nM%|ruH}s 
Wc iilune in nfilittiuit?! tiud.* 

Ilis pr;'iis<* of ,Moiik‘s dexliiily such a cluster of lo 

houp;‘hts inuillieil to utio aiiollier^ an will irot elsewhere be 
jasily loiuntl : 

oTwiW Mmil, iitiMiJi rs*»04rinr drM|*nM lo loi^ie 
"riHiNC lull buiiiK fiibiC diil ini|ni‘^e. 

The blfh’-rd uiinin ils4f wiiU'liM thi^ tuuuiie Hccne 
Ditl fbntt thrii ni.its 'kuih joylul wuiitlci Irnity 
To nr oo.tU clnr’i dinw v+r4r?it wri^jhiH aUmg, 

Kol bint hiilk, toil iSi iIimi' imtrr 

ThtiH |iritul» uitt ly i*or t»urh tesUm 

Stnih’S lt» Ui.u etinoi'ul lAcr that wr|il lictorc, 

With raio loinl » listiiai'io* wc paiMue, 

Ah famo lituo»"h !»« lamy lo vuhUuc ; 
lUil, whrn fo lolioit %«: Uuake» 

It jihun« thr mini Ukr |Mihl that i.hymia^ nmko. 

How u;w Iliro hh t.i'.k, at imee lo be 
WluU in thr IwhI% \vr j*rrl 

Ivfiink Asidiilni «|}r4imily *liil itidaia 
Tin* Uidii;r of i»nu»lr^, i»rf%r'4* ainl ni the liiafei 
vir\%!r»% ii|4iiU to dik|aii'*c 

I'hr motion ftoio lt*r irat of $cUhAt 3® 

Twa> iml tlir rtf u day* 

Ihii llir lull iif^^ikd lodt «i wine delay. 

Ilr» hlr a in-ifirn! »ij|:lff. cre ht ^trotik, 

Would I* I tlwiii play S’lthik a|toti tlw book. 

Chii hruliltlid ItHHl itir tiomach hlmum thus, 

At hifU niilifiii ittn wliil il iintlgbl doth cni^. 

Wiv liYOsr'4 Will liol tiiii rrcdpli obtrude, 

Whilo piiiii fftmmme tht hamoon erwdej 

Drat fo\ioii|ikiid4, lliry wait wfioti tbt ill, 

Till ifwm %#lr erkii iiillitirlw tb«*r illii/ 


40 
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DRFDEN. 


He had not jet learned, indeed he never learned w 
forbear the improper use of mythology. After havir 
warded the heathen deities for their care, — 

‘ With Alga who the sacred altar strows ? 

To all the sea-gods Charles an offering owes ; 

A bull to thee, Portunus, shall be slain ; 

A rani to you, ye Tempests of the Main.’ 

He tells us in the language of religion, — 

* Prayer storm’d the skies, and ravish’d Charles from thence. 
As heaven itself is took by violence.* 

And afterwards mentions one of the most awful passage: 
sacred history. 

Other conceits there are, too curious to be quite omitli 
as,~“ 

‘For by example most we sinn’d before, 

And glass-Iilce, clearness mix’d with frailty bore.’ 

How far he was yet from thinking it necessary to found ii 
^numents on nature, appears from the extravagance of ti 
fictions and hyperboles 


AC -j i iiiuucraLion Knew, 

^raid to blow too much, too faintly blew; 

It IS no longer motion cheats your view • 

approacheth you: 

The land returns, and in the white it wars 
The marks of penitence and sorrow bears.’ 

s»in which he represents Ftm”' sooieveisei 

receive the King ‘ Th T- f place 

«ytime, Ido noiremembefit.’''’ : 

His poem on the ‘Coronation ’ boo 

Uiot^b,. Seme lines de»m,e to 
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.You lunr .(mo.S.M •.r.til,..!. . h<m„\ ; 

And '!>:*' ”■ ■ 

■IV HMt.U;. .'...M -...I I.I.'l , Ml< 

.^0 htl lliiMt iltrii I'W” »>!i 
llim l.'t u"'! isr »•.•> tlo'o Wl*-. 

Ami “li”'*’ *“ 


Here may lu' ‘'W "rsir.mUu.h, 
,f which, ri.c!i.-v.-, in all Im. ihrjr ,« ,ml iUH.ll.rt 

•Kw b il tn%t Ip'I’T 

Cscilfra ill, 4 


In Ilit> vrrsrs i.t ih-' ta.r.l (‘hai.rrlh.r t'l.ii«-n,iiii>. two yr.irs 
AmvanlN. is a rMiu.'ii .,1 ih-' fir« Virw, ih.u l.-w 

,oukl'hiuv aium.id.-.l tl. ati 1 m, mi. . r*.HfHlly lIi.U 

bout'll at la;.t it kV'.-h th.^ m.'ir |»rfl*l<-x«y tli.m 

ik'usuri', uitil M'i'iii'i liaiilly wnttli tlic* Mii.ly that it cdsm, ycl 
; must I’u valm a .h a {.i.wt uI « miii.l .it on« »uluk ftiitl 

omprclunriu' : “» 


* |ji| *»llf HPI'*?! 

Uiilil IIk' tri-im m* 4«» ttir 

Sm in iiriiis»|'»hrt.r mil %icw 

h Hilly |ty ntit tn»4 fmi 

(iu! mijlil n hmiU‘4 mh^tr %*m me |t4«*4 

|»rui{.,i llwl ||»» lafltirf h^m-rn «.«ll riis 4 
Sh ’kull lita #gtrr. 

Ml!* ft! tlillcfriil giiriiwcmt N, 

Yrl I-mIIi mr l«sf rftili ll, 

liil U mul I'liwtt l« lit 

1^1 if iti s«^»tn liiWii* 

I \ir| % i» hml ititwc 

Tlu- ct.uii.aiiMni ..f thci ( lianwihw to llw Iwdiot Icaws all 

* A lift Jill llir i«4iri mM 

I1ir 111,4% ni**m llitl# iMlwif 

wihrt-f t*t« iMf wmM ^wm 

S<» i<f ytrtsf w® *f# to iSlto 

A I,.... ah 4 ia 
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JO 


xnere is another comparison, for there is luth • 

poem, of which, though perhnp.s it cantun be tl 

plain prosaic meaning, the miml perceives e’ ’ 

delighted, and readily forgives its obscuriiy' fo^S 
■cence:— 

‘How strangely active arc ll,c arts of n, 

Whose restless motions less than wars ,1 
Peace is not freed fron, lahou,-, hm f!;, 

so cairyd on by our unwearied ear.- ' 



“0 P° *is succeed four linos w, I,: I 
first attempt at those penctra’tim- t.nr a 'f ^ 

ft- ISiV'r "“«« >- ». 

aytata..:?;'’”;"™ 

joy and the revenge of ruin’d pride • 

stubborn and unmalleable thfnioht?'’'’l 
3 ohis abilities to unite the mnsi " • ■’I''’oi»ira o| 

eluded With lines w hfori ,“ 7 " - 

the meaning . .| ,3 

Thus heavenly bodies •^‘****^^ clijnb. 

And measure chan™ 

And still it shall withom >'* = 



i^nrriFN. 


For simT tlin ■ 

Xs lea by il-'.ib";. i‘. I 

It mir^t 1**'^’^ urLib.lU' 

IXv;ui'<‘’ i!i‘’ *■* ‘ 

In the ‘Antin'. Mi I'M-' h • f' 
ihich from '"' '■''' ’^'‘' 

sperienceuf innm-nv.-r'. •,{.-. I 

llRy. This is uiif I'i hi,. ;•!■ n ' -* ■ 
sets equal to his .ihihii- , u m 


.jt; t* y*ea li,r. r 
» r, X', ?!it ::H, 


• qu itr.iiiu 
tttiui Uii'. 


;i iKiVAil 'tvar lae I’lif i»f 


}CIS Ci ua* ' '11*1 

ondon n.uil'"- !*•'’•'■ *'■ ■■“ ' 

oetry, hut a waft ht .u,.l ry iw-l vt ot 

OTclty. New aif. .if' h'l'-; '» ‘h.- «.-iM !» im.- i-.n-. 
scribe tlu'Ui. h-r th- y I-mu-.w rv. iuh.n;- l.-'in tSu-ii iu.- 
W'ssors, aii‘1 nitnim'ttly *!<•»;'.•■ vru li'.il.' !i. t« ii.ituu- m 
Ulifc. Ih'ii'mu tt.l , li.r hi' ! 1’" !.. h ttin.-l tlu! ll.ut rWT 
amled in v.-is.- ihn twnnu.n .d nu.dm. w.tMU il..' rll.-UH 
if gunptwih'r, '‘'.'i-. «h<» .u.- U-'S .Ai.u.! o) itnu-hy, li.t.l 
Iready itossfssion of ilix'.i* (lira.hul ini.u'is ; VV.tlIrr li.u.l 
IcacrikHl n sr.t liithi. M'/.i •!. h-‘ ! n-u y, i the 

nveiuion of (»>■'. tini'. fo ih" i.-i ..■!!>..») . .luyls, 

Tills pnem iswti!!.'i. ttiih yf-'t vii does wn 

ullv answer ihi' rs,{"<'i t.jtixii i.io.ril hy sin h sulquelH aiul suelt 
iwriter. With th.- si.m/i >>l D.iv.nant hi- has si.m.nmn's 
lis vein of i tti l tu»i lent.il i!ist|>isaili<»n, and slop* 

lismuralivc ftir u ti-iti-oS,. 
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DRFDEN. 


*It seems as every ship their sovereign knows, 

His awful summons they so soon obey; 

So hear the scaly herds when Proteus blows, 

And so to pasture follow through the sea.’ 

It would not be hard to believe that Dry den had t 
the two first lines seriously, and that some wag had a 
the two latter in burlesque. Who would expect the 
that immediately follow, which are indeed perhaps indeo 
hyperbolical, but certainly in a mode totally diiFerent?- 

*To see this fleet upon the ocean move, 

Angels drew wide the curtains of the skies; 

And heaven, as if there wanted lights above, 

For tapers made two glaring comets rise.* 


The description of the attempt at Bergen will afford at 
complete specimen of the descriptions in this poem:— 

And now approach’d their fleet from India, fraught ' 
With all the riches of the rising sun : 

And precious sand from southern climates brought, 
The fatal regions where the war begun. 

0 Like hunted castors, conscious of their store, 

Their way-laid wealth to Norway’s coast they brings 
Then first the North’s cold bosom spices bore, 

And winter brooded on the eastern spring. 

perfum’d prey, 

Which, flank’d with rocks, did close in covert lies 
And round about their murdering cannon lay, 

At once to threaten and invite the eye. 

FiCTMrftan cannon, and than rocks more hard, 
fhe aglish undertake th’ unequal war: 

Jiesiege the Indies, and all Denmark dare. 

r. 

rtat what both love, both hazard to destroy: 

Md lights a ball. 

SoS pr Jornlrhytr^M against them fly. 
some by aromatic splinters die 
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AikI by teinpestji of the prize bereft, 

la heaven’s inclemency some ease we find: 

Our foes we vanqtushM by our valour left. 

And only yielded to llie seas and wind.’ 

la this manner is tlie niildime too often mingled with the 
Jiculous. The Dutcli seek a slielter for a wealthy fleet : 
is surely m'cded no iilustration; yet they must fly, not like 
[ the rest of mankind on the same occasion, but h'h hunied 
siors; ami llu'v might \vith strict propriety he hunted, for 
swiiuled them by our uiises— betrayed them.io 
he Ilnsihjnd and the Zr>rvr, tliough of more dignity than 
e Castor, art‘ imagt*s loo dumt'slic to mingle properly with 
e horrors of war. I'he two quatrains that follow are 
)rthy of the atitlmr. 

The account of tin? difT(u*(mt sensations with which the 
-0 fleets retirctk whm the night parted them, is one of the 
rest flowers of luiglish pt^ctry:™ 

‘The nijdit etJUtes wc e;i|g?r to pursue 

Tlie emubnt still* ;uul they ashamed to leave: 

’Till the hist streaks of {Uing day withdrew, 20 

Ami dtmhtful mooiidiaht did our rage deceive. 

In th' Kuglish ilert each ship resounds with joy, 

And hnnl nppbutse td their great leader’s fame: 

III firry «krnuis the I Hitch they still destroy, 

And slitmlnuing. wiiik: at the imagin’d flame. 

Not so the Holland fleet, who, tir’d and done, 

HtuHclfd on Ihrir decks like weary oxen lie; 

Faint sweats airihiwu their mighty members run, 

(Vast litdkn, wldch little souls but ill supply). 

In dieaim they fearful precipices tread, 30 

Or. i 4 iipwrfek*ib ktnuir to some distant shore: 

Or, ill diuk rhunlicH, walk among the dead; 

Tficy wake wdili horror, and dare sleep no more.’, , 

ft ia a general rule In puciry that all appropriated terms 
art should be mink in general expressions, because poetry 
:o speak an uiiiverHal language. This rule is still stronger 
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with regard to arts not liberal, or confined to few, and ll 
fore far removed from common knowledge ; and of thisl 
certainlj', is technical navigation. Yet Dryden was of opii 
that a sea-fight ought to be described in the nautical langua 
‘and certainly,’ says he, ‘as those who in a logical dispi 
tion keep^ tq general terms would hide a fallacy, so tki 

who do it in any poetical description would veil tli 
ignorance.’ 

^ Let us then appeal to experience, for by experience 
!c ja=t we leam as well what will please as what will profit, i 
the battle his terms seem to have been blown away, but'^ 
deals them liberally in the dock 


- Dunets from the side. 

Some dnve old thro’ each seam and rift- 

guide, 

The ratthng maRe/ with the right they lift. 

‘‘t hand 

VV-hich, weThid f-r^ae^dSa^ 

And shahe them ft;m^f:;rgrk%rrr 

Or se'Tr-cbth^ masts with bind, 

To try new shrouds one ‘^rpawUng coats : 

-^^oneheiow.CZ-XJe^--; 

™ " “■ »” "'Wch .v„,, 4, 

His digression to the oriodnoi j 
with his prospect of the advan of navigation 

from the Royal Society then 

^6 adered as an example sddom en'^ n ^“®frfbted,-may be con- 
S!on and artful return. ^I^alled of seasonable excnr- 

One liijiSj Iiowcvcr I0 

help of the 

* Instructed sliiDs «;Tistn -V 
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A^hich lu‘ is fonstr.nncu] to rxplaiii io a noU% Mv a nmn 
^xaci mt'^wire vf ' It hu\ Wiiw lii.'t.rHiie Ikydmi. 
earning aiul to*iiius tn huvt* laliuure^:! iufa |Hit1.r}% 

' ml have sli<‘wn, by rxpliiniui,;' luiigitudo, llwt did not 

efusc the itie.is of |anlr»;.;ophy* 

'His description of tie- l‘ire is |vdnleV| In* r<n;ohrte Tnedila“ 
ion out of a itiiie! !hs;.'J tormed !»> reason than lo feel 'l‘he 
lonllagration <‘i' a eilv, with all its tiunulu of ernuainnlrilit 
ILstrcss, is oir* of the ino' t dreadful s|HHiai;leH vdikh lids 
mkl can otfer in huin.m ru-s ; yrt it see ms to raise lillle lo 
imolicui in the lera..t en the *, hi" wrUelies llie llanie 
loolly fioni r-lreet to sto/ei, witli tiiiw a relleelioii and now 
f Bimik% liil at last lus ineela ihe King, for whom he makes 
tspeec^it, rather ledaei , in a tiim^ si* iiusy, and liu*n follows 
Lgain the pro-.resa id the tire, 

Tltere are* hiiwevr-r, in tins part soine |i4'Nsar‘y*s ticil di’serve 
tUentioii, as in the heyniidny 

‘The ilirijtnisr of fiaSlr'.. :\vA jensrlnl i:ala, 

Autf liomv. JiJ’ije l;s|ta ,r4rr'j'i Ursr J 
All \oi. tie" 5.r,h-‘'«^ *as.I in l»a ohaa irmn m 

K‘» '.Hta-d thr rr-a »■! tcOiar del iiaadc 
liS lllis drr|» r|v>rr| S. 

The eKpivssion /!// /ie nu^kfs is taken from Senera, 
vho remarks on \ nyir.* Inie, - 

* ihnnhi mn'fn rr.eif /*ar*.*la 

hat he mighi have eonihnled 

* I i ffi ff <'H' ii A rfi'i « i .. * 

The follinviny ijuaiiaiii is vigurMiis ami animated I*-"- 

* I’he idie.t^i m! Onm ihr hiidgr ilm-riid 

Wnh IhjII ne,,»e.» !»» iranee , 

Alwna dir lor iisIm » dii!i}%-r fhry 

And itirn h4ld»4ih willi fftWe voletd 

Hih prmlit'iiiiii of ilir iiiipriA'emenis which shall tic made 
1 the new t ify is rlegani am! pcaifcttl, inch with an event 

fi 
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wl'iicli poets caniin* ;ilvv.iv'. !r. „,i j:,, •» . ... » 

I'l'ie poem coiieludcH waii i;, 

l)een omitimi 
DmltMi, whvn he 

to have fbrroed liis wr Ih.. ^ i- s,-;. ’ 
propriety. 

From this time he add’^ tr.l h,'%; ;; , - 

stage, Mo which/ says lie. ‘ 111 V t, , ■ » 
me/ merely as ilje mu-t piMtrsiO’.r i, ' 
lowritmg' tragiMies In rhuae, tt,; I 

diction and his mmihers. A^.^e.l.n ; :.e 
who luid studied Ills Wuih* add .1 o 
prhidpleH of ver.dfii alioii iu Mr;e, -Ad-!), L- j 
play of VAuretjg and a* < - i.n ; ; , 

of the short time in wha !i he lo . .n ‘ To it- ] 

* State of lmtoi:enei%’ he ud* * ‘h<- n./, 
gence, aud athleii faulav in , 

Rhyme has lieen so I-er,;- 1^1, , ? y .y^. 

we know not its effeet upem ilv p e, a u.'. ^ •! an i 
20 it 1 ms this Ciinvenienee, fh.tf :.e,a?'i 1 n. 

dent on each other, and .s!uL.m:,*' ^4 
easily selected anti retained, dliii . ih*- 
in the FImlian the .aid edh 

the '^Conquest of Cbmuda/ me np,u^ pe 

than any linns in • Ail li.r ' ..i • ! i , ,. 

To snardii liis jihiys li.r . s.ii;.-, ,,,1 | 

elegances, or to fix tla: .hn-s ,.t hui.- j 
wrote by chance or by Mtluii.u,.,,,. „'n,. i,.!„„„ 
and minute. 

30 Ilis dramatic lubonrs did nni sn tthnlH .i!.-., ,j !, 
but that he promulgatrd the laws nf i, .,«■.! 
to the -EnRlish Kpistles of tlvid. mr ,.| «i,,. i, 1. 

himself, and another in toiijunttiuii wu!, ilu- I 

grave. 


' V ri 


oee vHi 

' V til 
]i uid 

p ».,ry, 

Oupi ve 
■ ' ni Ih 

0 ' ''Uiel 

*' *n 4 iai! 
• '•■’/.ifih 
ufil 

th'-Mire li 
a ! 

■■le ai'lfp; 
C*' dirffi;] 
■ 

‘4 rinysfc, 
'll’* lr|<t 
1 . 0 }/ 
■■rlsOiiPi 

letfj I 
IrFi 

Ire. ifiu#! 
ill a |« 
e fiiinbi 
ail nf Jli 
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*Absiil«nn *.uh! A« libii|»lirr is i\ wmk m well known that 
partii'ular rritin^in Nn|nilUnnn4, Il‘jt Ih‘ conHulercd as a 
poem aipl ruii!M»Vfisi,i!, ii will Ih? IVmnd to com|,)nse 

all the exeelkrH'ON of whuh siiliject m stisceptit>le ; acri- 
monv of c*■Ilstlo^ rhwin^v af praise, artful delineation of 
cliaimdcrs, v;ui«'i\ and Mrsuu' of seniiinent, happy turns of 
lnii*nimp\ aiul pl*'-r‘air,: !i u iiauiy nf ntnnhers ; and all these 
rais(Mi to suth a li-'-ia/n! a\ ran jirarrely he found in any other 

Kiiglish couip^'sinou. 

It is not, liinvevpi, wiilioiii faiilni * some lines are inelegant lo 
orimprtprrj aii«l N'«o many .ne irrrligiously licentious. The 
oriciiml sluutut*' of die poem %v,ih drltmive; allegories drawn 
to great length mail always It-rrak; Charles could not run 
;Conlinual!)' patalle! mjili Ihivnh 
Tlie siilijeet had anolher inconvenience; it ad- 

mitted little iiii-igery i*r ilrHcaipiion, and a long poem of mere 
geatiineiits e.ealy lirmiiirH icilitnis; lliong!* all the parts are 
forcible, and evnv liiir. hindltrH new rapture, the reatier, if 
not riiit'Vrii by dm iiiiri piisiiiim of something that soothes 
tbe fiiucv, gr*Hv?4 w«%uy id' iiilnilr.iuon, and defers the rest 20 
Ah an afipiMath m Imaoriial iriuh was necessary, the 
tclion and c-.ti.oiioplir wt^ir nui in the poet's power; there 
is therefore an niiplr.Hing dispioporiHm beUveen the begin- 
ning iuul tin? rwl Wr are iilariiied by a faction formed out 
of many set.:! s vaiimiM in their |uindp!cs but agreeing in their 
purpoM' of iiii?^ihief» btiuihlilile lur llicir numbers and strong 
by their suppfiiH, nliilr the King's friends are few and weak. 
:flic cliicts on riih^r pail are set forth to view; but when 
>xpci,iiUii«ii at Ihr hriglii, ilie King makes a speech, and— 

* tif iiew llffici began/ 30 

Wlio i'aii kitlmAt lii think «f m enclmnted castle, with 
iwiile iimai iiini lofty biiillciiieiiti, walls of marble and gates 
of luMHH, li vaiiltdirs at oiic« into air when the destined 
kuighi btow» Im liorii tefcirc iif 

o i 
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In tlie second part^ written by Tate, there is a long ini 
tion, which, for poignancy of satire, exceeds any part of 
former. Personal resentment, though no laudable motive 
satire, can add great force to general principles. Selft 
is a busy prompter. 

The 'Medal,' written upon the same principles with m| 
salom and Achitophel,’ but upon a narrower plan, gives I 
pleasure, though it discovers equal abilities in the wri! 
The superstructure cannot extend beyond the foundalh 
10 a single character or incident cannot furnish as many ids 
as a series of events or multiplicity of agents. This poei 
therefore, since time has left it to itself, is not much read, j 
perhaps generally understood, yet it abounds with toJ 
both of humorous and serious satire. The picture of a J 
whose propensions to mischief are such, that his best actiol 
are but inability of wickedness, is veiy skilfully delineal 
and strongly coloured : — I 


* ^ axxxi. uui, inrown trom that pretence, \ 

The wretch turn’d loyal in his own defence, 
zc And malice reconcil’d him to his Prince. 

Him, in the. anguish of Iiis soul, he serv'd: 

Rewarded faster still than he deserv’d: 

Behold him now exalted into trust; 

His counsels oft convenient, seldom’just : 

Evn in the most sincere advice he gave. 

He had a g^dging still to be a knave. 

The frauds he learnt in his fanatic years. 

Made him uneasy in his lawful gears, 

rf fh f fi “'schievously good, 

p this first bias. longingly, he leans • 

And rather would be great by wicked’ means.' 

cj,‘ .'r ' 

his happiest productions Its fi ^ 

irreplarity of its met obvious defect is i 

IS worse, it hfl<a tciidfitl 
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jess nor dignity, it m.uMiift. i-nt «..(• !vi!!i. li.-, I !.• 

terns to iortk uaiuit ioo'i Un whit. h bi* uiithhi 

iiid what tie has hi* tlisO.»!l.s l»y rii4t%iu.iiiriiig m rn!ai.ui‘ 
hem ‘ isd h«’ ^ ‘ |<t'inlhs! wifli y.i;r’i hail the lu.iflde 

lonictimeH ndeni ; .mJ it ^ h- in a y ‘hr 

•1V V»a*i “5 at! ;t:i lil> la.lt.r:. 

Alltl fV«i) M Ur ’•» 

With rilUil.Oi.iU 4..4y‘tl 

liis lllUU'-4 '.liK . r., rr;'4r, Mr'. 

With litnrl ht^u/, i; Uii'- liMtii ii'i 

He hat! taaii a linle Itnlau-'l !»» fitciuiiiriil Irchar ii|ifiii 
hepniyeiHora uMu^u t“r llr-u .Ivnie situ-Hayii, irtr was he 
lerbus ettouj;!i la hiu-|>iu ui!i o i.ihtlr.s, uiii lirn irligiiiii:*— 

<witll liliu 4i* ifiuuueiiO.ir’ »"l iiuurd |i|,rU'r*» 

KlU'H'kM i'll flir lyilr's ra' .it*' I klu.Jtk'il 4lw,Wll ; 

Tk* Itjr# § 

Ail Juf hi", liir Ilir !!i;r*Mr, 

All wuuhl thr h'^*/ f.Hltrt r 4; U|i lijrii' 

So a lliu-ug U‘»t Iir,ivr3.i if.ril rr.wlil |.«i ; 

*TvUis rthUM'.! hnlur l\V l-'i;. r' .n %*i ik$ *1 *i»% JO 

1'hr .0 l-.i'.f, eu lit- ir|.ui.r*.r ttrir lsc*it*l j 

iiiy tkalll, hlr I Ir.rl, i.o./ .. W.V* lic Iril'il.* 

There is ihiui{gh*dii liu- «- 'Oui *.-s4u:»ii. .1 ilrsire of s|.'»hiii|iii.ir 
vitholit we»i!lh. Its tio' liit.nii hr h»’riiis i#»a iinirh plrasril 
vith the pms|H*a ui lln' iirw ingii la lave hiiiiciileil hiii oh! 
naster with iiiiitli siiu nay. 

Ill* (lid not itiiHiaiiy in this ;ilfriii|i| fi»r want of skill rillicT 
n lyric or rtegi.ii pHriiy, Itis Mhi itie Ilraili of 
Tilligrew* 15 iiiMlMuhinlly ihr ii«4»lr*4 Oilr that oiif laiigiiiigc 
:ver bus jiroiliiM'4, I1ie lirsi jari fhnv« with a torrent ofjo 
mthwasm, //r.t/ ifnmfiniih^m f##iA All ili^ ilaiiMi In** 
tel are iiui n|ii.il. An tiii|irral nown cannol Im? one cciii** 
iriiml tlaiiitriol ; ilir gctiw iini»l li« lidd tofctlier by ioitw 
w vakialile iiallrr. 

Ill liii ftfst «klr hir iVrilia''« «ky, which ii toil ta the iipleii- ■ 
lour of ilic mmihl, liwrc art which would t»vt 
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dignified any oUser |***rf, 
elegant, though tlio .. 

rhymes arc too rcniMtc Iip!; 

*Froni haon^sir*, .1 .: 

This iiiavi-i .■■ 

Wht'it iKifan* 

Of atiiuis 1.4:4 
AjuI CmuM |.{h! 

Tlu* ttauJul vmI. r \V4-.: 

Arise, ye iiinre 1I4.4:.. 

Then cold and la-f, a 
In order to tin ij -X.d. 

And iiiU'4i-% . 

From hariinniy. lo O) . 

'J'his univri 4I i-’j-ur 
hVom hajijjMuy to fu. 

Throui'h ail the 
The diapasMii iIm.j:.; 

The concl^^i«ll is iih< h 
20 image so awful in itself, th.ii - 
I could wish the :uuiihe.si.>, ,4 
other place : — . 

‘As from (hr , ,.f ,,, 

Tllf S)l|u:l.,, f.. 

Aiul sm,,; t|„. , 

To nil ii„. 

So whrn (hr 1,,„ 

Th s crumhliHj. j..., 

The trumpet sh.,.J U 

•'»'«» l*vr, !),. j... 

Aiid music Shull «u,....r u.. X) ‘ 

Of his skill in elegy he Iuh rMVrn 

nora; of which the following lines .hnlZrZ ‘a ' | 

“ 

As when in glory ^hrm.. I .'l ** 




I’llf ti il;r! 

i .11) ...»r hair til j, . 
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Atitl sn swift piorfS'-iinii luirrvM nn, 

'I a!!. iu>l tli; 4 ijictly, njU'Jit he slimvu; 

St* in tlu‘ stiaii'JitruM huimels of life 

She hut i;limps».'s of h<?r }»lpiiuus luind: 

Anti juultit udes t»f viitur-; juishM 

f.auh {U(“.un|'; lortano-.t in tin,* iniijhty tliioiig, 

Anihitittu. tt> hr srrn, am! then nmkr rtuun 
I'Mi' jni-utt r mult itudrs that uuir to cmiu*. 

t um tn|tltiy\k jMj miuutL* away; 

M"mrtits writ- ju<‘ii<»us in sti siunt a stay, I 

Ihr hastr n| hravrn te) havr !u*r was h« |;»r(at ) 

I hat stiinr wcu? sinyjt* ai ts, thot4;li rach camjikat / 

Ami every act stncnl ready tn repeat.' ) 

1liis ptiHi', litAv«n'i*r, is neit willioiit its fattlts ; tliert' is so 
iiticij likciH'ss in the ioitiul t’ornp,tris4»ih tluvi there is ntr 
lliisiraliorh An ;i kiiig wouhi be laiitculctl, Kleutuu'a was 
amerUeil : 

*An whr-n some pn at am! pt'J'tcaniis inouan'li tlu:% 

♦Soil whispri's tnat, ami numriilyl jum-mius iiHr, 

Aiiiniip the wul attrmlanlH ; timn tlir Seuual JC 

Knon pathriH voice, ami spiasnls lla* mwvs aroumk. 
d humph t»»wn am! tamnliy, till the drovdful Ida^t 
1 h hlowii til di, 4 ant odimirs at 1.04. 

ho tin n, |iriha|tH, writ* ottuiu); vtnvs in vaiit# 
ion hi\ j.sop iilr, mnl for his happy reipit: 

So nlfovly, j»y depiooH, lunvilhng tame \ 
l>ul mall hlios Kleoijojii's fate ptoclaiin, i 
lill pnhiic as the loss the news Ua'inm'd | 

I his Is little better tliaii to say in of a shrubs that 

is as gri*c*ii as a free ; or <if a brook* that it waters a garden |o 
s a river waters a coimiry. 

Drydeii etaifesH's tlial he did not know the lady wliom ftc 
riehraies; the {»raise being iliercfurc iiteviiably genenil, fixes 
iiaprehsioii miiiii the reader, iior cKcltes any tendency to 
ner iiiiicli df‘sirc of itnitiitioih Knowledge of the 
ahji'tl is lo tlie pod what cliimble materials are to the 
rcliiiit i 

Hic* ' Ri*ligio Laiiid which Ixirrowi its title from the 
Kviipjo Medici' of Browne, is almost the only work of 
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I-^rydeii whitih f..-,,, .: ^ _ . 

tills, theiX'fure. t: ua 1 : :, ■ - , / 

iiis genius wuull • n i ^ '’*■ ’U 

ratluT ar!4tiiihuu.if;\,^ ' •. ^ 

•^pecmuui id* 1^ r':l I 

‘ Anil rhi ; li;.;.,:; n ,,: . ,, ___ 

As uttr.t ;p- i,:;, ^,/’' ';, ;; ' ' ■ ■" 

rilis, 1 sown Vi ‘r, i,..; 

liilHi, in Wllidl tl„. i:;j,i!:-.j;- . ' ’ ’ , i ," ' 

'° £!h; .solemn, aini th,. , ... -• ' ' 

iik'lrc has ni'lihrr \vf;il,, ij -4 ■; ,, . . ' 

.s]iicuiiy o| artiuiiii-i.i ; i,,,. ■■ . ‘ ‘ ‘ '* '! 

mmiilc etiiially iiup..^ ,,i o , ■ ' ‘ 

tlmun'li pni.saif in [...i; .. . ' 

inid neitluT iowi-rs n. 4 i,- sh:, : , ‘ 

Of the .same kin.l, ur i(, ,i j ,.- a. . , . "* '" 

and ramlier,’ the lunges! ..f , 4 ;’ i',’ . ‘ 

an allegory inien,!,..! t,,,..,,!.' 7 ,, , . ■ ' ^ ‘ 

versy between the Rumam-t . .o.i l7,.. ; ’ V'*" 

-'°onhcworkisinjmiuiuu,.m4a,,,,m:; I' 

1^0 more ab.suni than th,( i,, ^ ^ i‘ ' ' ' 

to rest her faith upon a p,.pr i ,, ' V7'' ’ ‘ 

enough skille, I in the nlal t....-,. , 77 ' ’ 

tositowtheneeessiivofan initk- 
t eKofonnersnhl/.am 'VV'- : 

“Is why, s„n;e we sec wiih,.m kn .« " i 

'“t,",;”?"*''"*- 

Orellmd at one time is aims! t . <' "*■' ' 

7'''™'"'' 

M«s. ».cl ''"'1;""' “■'» I... 

"■J aiBuri: of’ 11.^11, 'iV '"”' ' 

««■ ‘iimiigiuuv ut ii„. 
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:hicfl)' con.siNts ih«‘ v.ilur fif ihrrr 

»vcr it uiivlii liy tip' mI frii4|!- a.ii v 

)assionH, .stH-nis t*'» a!iuu:..| a iximiry ilihtaiu im wry 

brcibic or iUiiin.iOMi. 

Pope, whusa U4'. prf ji.i|v.., ;■}, iiu],:- l-irihtal In' llio 

tihjcct, usotl fr* niiostiiOi ills'. lUr' HiMsf riirnH I 

pecimen of' Ihv.lou’.** vaoaih .oi'oiL || \v,v:; iiii.|rf.al wriiiiii 
rlien iio hu\ t Miiipif'ir-li iMjiurd L;--; iiiaiiiirr, atnl riiav Ifo 
HppOHi‘iI to f'Xhti’lf, m-IH r t'i4M-|4rn, ||ih aiitl 

ItimaUj » 4' » iu 

Wt* iiKiy »'fo 0 ‘ It* j'.Misal iiitt'i fha^ |j»* ilisl fi<n 
ieperpflu.il UlUlMUlliU ula. U MUirOR':. .niit-sr |H 
rice lie liuh itinkfU Iuh liiif;-, m jfir irniial |ai,iuru|«!i 

‘A milk 111 if. 3ini;.»;f4 

I't I ifi* InvU-k. .<ji I I, Viv rsiU|Pt|| 

\\UhMUl tUf I. m-.'* . ' i ivU'hiii, 

Slit' fi.tt'tl I-. '.Vr la'U'Vi’ ij*.» 4u. 

Y( f shr h *4 <'ii hr*-*» *hr’>! »'ii!i 215, n iirmiiili 

Aiiil »S< 'A.iU*. 4u'l iiujiy i(uniii4'% 

AimM .4 Iv t !< ... m. 

Ami iImmuiM li« 0. Ph, hpI Im 4ic/ 

These lines a,rf It4“i:y, *:!»;, aii.l i.iuUuihHi:imliiig 

‘ iiuerruplif»ii ul' iht »»f Hlinh the rllVil is raliirf 

: reuse uf plea iiif Py vaiuiy fli.yi cuh luo* hy tiiygrrlneKii. 

To lht‘ IlfiNl fi.iif ii ww Im ioiriitiuii, Up s.iys, /e ^*#r# Mr 

Mik Mr fs if r tiiel prtlhtpn he iniglif lim* 

fcutetl liis iiHi liiiHiirfrNhftilhn fail mil iitn fijiporlii* 

fMif salif«% whu Ii la* *aiiien futk‘ar» fallen Mirimlimes in 
way. Tilt* ili.u.o i r i4 a lhehliyieiii«» whoie emblem ii 
wolf^ ih iiiti \riy Ii* i»ui .illy iiuijetiik;**" 

flaiii llir ir»|, ihr wiilfiili mm 
A|cprjii ttlOi |.rl|> |.*iii»»| ai«l faftiklPil 
Nrvrr tta** m* i \mm%\ pf gmm* 

lli’i 04|;ur4 i4ii liii Irgi hi wmr% 

tki'.r tl4p|AI Im 4i4inr ; fmi lili rmifk cwi h« mm 
Ami I'laki* ii|i piPLlcAiPwiaf 
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His general character af fiir »4li.-r Knit< t,f 
never go to church, though sjuigjifh and U/cij, 
not much of heroic poesy 

‘These are the cIiitT; to » r/ri tlw 

And stand, like Athitin iijfyio,: rv a hui 
Were weary work; nor uH: tlV* u ■ . ,h 
A sHiny-bor.i aiul sun-lu om*;* a ^ 

Who, far from steqdrs nod thr ly ■.jrfni , 

In fields their sullen e(»nvrfjfr- fr-s 
These gross. halPanimufrd. Iroyp. | . 

Nor can I think what fhtt ^an rn* 

But, if they think at all. hs. m.* n*. 
l^han matter, put in nn»fi*>!}, fn.iv .iq*or * 

Souls that can seaive huiim* rh.d? 

So drossy, so divisible are fin v. 

As would but serve pure iWr I 

Such souls as shnids prathw, mwIi Ir, fir 'fhj.,,- ^ 
As only bn... to heuveu «i,l, 

Strike m the .hulc, oftonaii,,; h„! bv . r-' 

Such are the l.limlf„l,l t.lou , ' 

Ihey know not beinsi, nu.I hm h.Hr , 

To them the Him! an, I i-,,,!!,,, 

One more instance, and that t.tkr-n (i,,,,, ii, . 
par., where „,le ™ „„„ his . 
ateadilp he kepi his tcsoliill,,,, „r " 

‘For when the her.l, M.ni,;',!, ,ii,l i.,,,. ' * 

To feraey heath, s, ami to th. i,^ f„„ .5 j , 

She made a mannerly ,me„s,. („ 



Might help her toVrnile ‘iT T\ 

With much goocbwin*’ e , 

To chat awhile on their ^ , * ^**^^ rnibi4v'\| 
Norhadthe^lfe^ 

Her friend and tell 1 c ff 

Yet, wondering how of l!to i'" 

Her forehead cloudy mi(l'l,e,’' “ ■"•(.•''I. 

She thought this hour th’ oeeaT” ‘‘*'“7 ‘’’•"‘h’’''* 

Whili^eU SoU"™* '* 

Comidering her a 

AndmoreagenUewomlrJhirlh^::*, 



!)l{ r uiM. 




■.niisr r* r.ifi, 

1'hc !a*ly at thv mm I > 

Thcsfcon.l uiul thii>! jurl'^ !»• I'i'iir - cs to h.w icUiic.! 
to diction miitv I'.ntiilur ;ui<! nun., Min.iltU- to (lisinilc .iinl 
conversation: ti"‘ o is n»»t, howrv.T, vny easily 

perceived; tin; lirst has familiar, .ind t!«‘ two otiu-rs have 
Lwrotis lines. The oiiKitm! imamenniy runs thr.nigh the 
whole; the kiny; is now t ',e ar. .iii.l tuiw the lion; and the 
name Pan is f;iven in il.e Su}.!. me HeiiM;. 

But when this eiin-.fiinf.onai .ilr.m.lilv te fnr.uiveti. the w 
pocmnuisl be « nnles'.e.l In !h' W!ill.-ti wilh ;;re.il MJtnnihness 
of iiielie, n wide i \teiit nl knnwle ij>r‘, .luvi nn abtiiiiUnl 
inultiplicily nf hn.ij'es : the ia eiiilielliahiHi with 

pointed senUm.es, diveisihed by iliu' !taiinn% and enlivened 
by sallies of iuve< live. Smue nl the i.uW to sUiit h altusunis 
are made are nuw beinine nb ewe, and jH tiwjis llu-ie may 
be many satirical luesaye-, link' under' tuti.l, 

As it was by it'i n.itnie a wnik »>! dciiauee, a fuiiijiusititut 
which would n.itni.dlv be esaniiue.l widi the ntinnst acriin.my 
of crilit isni, it wa‘» junb.ddy iabruned with nnt i>nune»n atteii" jo 
tion.and there aie. indee.i, i.-w iiri^lieriu eH in the suhunlinatc 
parts. 'I'he ntii'.in.d iwjnnitiiely and the subseiiuent un- 
popularity nflhi’ Mibjia t, addeil l*> the iidii iilnusness t»t its 
first elenumts. lus -nuk it iitln n. yk-el ; but it may he usefully 
studied as all rx.uupli* nl jtnrtie.il i.itirH inalioii, in whitli the 
argument suii'ei'H liiite lit'un the imdre, ^ ^ 

In the jineiu nil ‘ The biitli tif the I’riiice of Wales 
nothing is vi'iy irin.uk.ible but the cxorhilaul adulation, and 
that insensibiiiiy nf the jii. t ijtiee on wliich the King was 
then staiuiing, whi.b the {..lurc.ste aj»|iarcnlly shared wilhjo 
the rest of tlie iniiib'Ts. A few inmilhs cured him of con- 
truversy, disinis-.ed him fmin Court, and made liim again 
a jilaywright ami ir.insl.itor. 

Of Jtiveiul iltere h.ul been a translation by Stapylton, and 
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another hy Ifohnhiy : 

Stapylion is ninn.' >101^^::;, .iu ; ||^ „ 

for the learnin;; of Ids '.\ 

to the poets of that ih,,... :„,.i 
junchoii. The luaiu ih-M oi « e, , 
whose ivpiuaiioii was su. h tiut uo , 
serve the Itfuses iiinlcr idin. 


u. i(V 


as pjTspQ 
■ ariu ill C; 

iw Dry, I 

illiwilik- 

0 


,,,, “«'<■ 

fhe .lyeiieial ehui.ii;,-r ti • , ... 

I>«1 it is .said to nre-sao. Pi'i 


the- digni 

■ ■' 'iii.viute, 

■ DtmtO: 
' ’'''f hut li 

^ a,s ncceji^s;if 
*-'* hiirtccii:! 


*■' WMHI.St.f'l U| to-', O'r- ' 

" Ktnitis .said to p,e,.;,.rv,. ti,.. 

« of the or^nal. Tiw i„.nd:,uitv ,,Vl i' 

{!*ti<;ty and .staicliiu'.s, , j 

gnuKicur. iiis ' 

giandcurnoneofthe fund , nn-d t., , ■ 

V,.uh,«h.,nn. 

■ D IS tlieivfore [leilups i,,.. .p,-,. , 
representation ofih.ti ereat m-m.u ■ ' ■ 

%<-lon himself has tr ins' ,V T ’ 

ril te I- 

With Juvenal wa.s piihlif,!,,..] v ■ 

■» Bryilcn. This ,ort tl,„ii’,|,' , / “’f '' ' ''' ' 

i, y' i„*, 

Witten merely for m 
any eager endeavour Iftl.r 

tliemind. '•'■'^^ellenee, |,d„ ^ 



he one. tons., ;iuT'' I*.* 

served or published the im* '/ ‘ P* 

Not long arterwards rt’r''''?''’''^'- 

ayarduousworkofitshij , 

he had shewn how well "f tor wlikli 

the ‘Pollio/ and two episodes'"*^ ‘I'l-ilih.-d \,y i.ja version of 

In 1 1"“”“"’ ■' ' 
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r'of'vireil ‘1 If" "!• ’• 

„t r.'L.ii,. in li If!!!, •»■' • »‘ Ml . ...UlitHJ 

■^'TLn'wv. Tiiv ..ilii.M! .huur ..I hiNMwn 
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I ill; 

"n: 


l! 

1 c 


JK'll 

”'ly 

411.1 

, M 

\r 

4H 

h.ivf hi« 

* lid 

,r.| 


h 

4%f 

mIcIh ml Ills enemies. 


friends. .tniU... thf u... t ^ ; 

Hilbt.mw. itiili.'.!. .t .;i), uu.m. .itt u !>«■.! n: Ixti it‘» oi«' 

rages seen, tu l.r H..' • ' -f •« »>«**"“'** ""I 

resenlniciit than !-.»d i- !i ) d.n , st. tic. . muI picviously reiulved 

not U* pk a^ril 

His tritiristti - sfi. 1* t« il.c frcface. ‘ Pastoral and.w 
-Georgitsi*; an h- u. give hii «« 

opii.»rt«.,ii)- i4 he h.,H hi* own vemon of the 

r.;; and Lii.h -P.td...aU.‘ a.nl the f.r*l T1 

world Iws li»r{;«4ii'Ji liis bauk; bul «lnoe h» atbf p 
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given imn 
men 


- » Ai* iiivnii.t 1, , yjjj ji|csr:'V(> >1 

of his criticism, by iiiscriiiiK Ins i , m.u i, . , 

tion before the first 'Gcorgic,' .ut.l ot hi., i,,.. j 
his own version. ’ ' 

‘What makes a ploiitcmw haiv.'.t [„ 

The fruitful soil, ami when t.. ^ i;,, . ,, 

*■’ ^ ♦*' ' I I'f, I 

‘It’s unlucky, they say, to stumllc ,it the ihuX, ’j j, 

has ^ plenteous harvest to do licio t 

to prescribe rules for that «i,i. }. .IrpcmK ,„.i 

matis care, but the disimsition of e„ Alu,a.rihn' T'i’''! 

the plenteous croh cleiveiuls 


i mun iUI ///<// 

to man’s care, but the disposition of If, a: a, .tin 
ffit plenteous crop clepcads .som, uh.u d,?. 

Ullage, and where the land's ili iimumM, i!„. !"'f 

miracle, can be but Indifferent.- !,..i fl... ‘ 


iillage and where the laou m .....um ,i, 
miracle, can be but Indifferent; but il,.- ft, 
which is its properest epithet. th.MiKh t!„- hudaiohn^l 
were never so indifferent. The »,.*t sentenee is - / 
and when to plough had been VuydV me.u.ou. md ,;,i . !' 

to everybody; and -when to sou. the ' 

(iddition, ‘ ' 

20 *T^^1 "f an.l fif li,,,. 

And when to geltl the l„m!... «„i , 

would as well have fallen under il. . . , / 

^aietido sit pecori, ns Hr 1 )'. /./ / ' 5*’W' f»& 

“The birth a 

Ismg,Mtece„as,amnsmgm^h,,..:,.,^_^ 

wh“"und'taTS^^^ «r 

ntuch more manly is Mr. "" 

. T..“ St. ptrri'.'" -s™ 

3° What best fits caule' wl v m ' 

to the purpose than 



V. 


^From n n.y i,,; i r | • .'Kf *’■ ■ I j^. 

ptj/rii 0 i /»’.v/.viv* /i , . \* ■, ! 

‘xplaincd 1 

‘•Invcntm. T.ii: i , i' ’ 

Tliuu lyuhtln (♦! l!» ^ - ■’- '■■■■ ■ '■-■.v ’■ 

J^\. 1 1 

Mteii as if / 4 .v/ 1* iJ ni r,iH4''.*s fti.- 1'i*r /; 
um'shd^ ini|i» nt, 

'Iumu^I M»* » „ ,, , /'*--.■■ I V-f. 

shwfi ii(y i ■ -I '»■' I'lii*’ '! .m|'* h%- ihr .f .■■,/.£, wljiilt m 
\Q saiipiiify iii ih‘^ /.*./' „: i#/ If;!, |t..u} 4 ' %iiilt, 

) very like 4 ^ .Me I-*. liririk »*i ili.iikiii*! 

: rf/rftT UnM I* 4 S, tf-y/i a*;J 4 1 fuuri 4 l?^ 

irinerly, or kn uu\i'k ;»if>'>4 »v.i,:.. f li ‘|4 4 ji .1 ^4^**1'^/ 

w t , * « » t »**»«!•• * ’ I ? * -J, U ll- .'S, ? 

Tilt! flUlll ii».;ii'>!. 4 i,i'». 1:. c; 4 i '* ■■ IViy, 

'kfs meuiil In* i/4* / 1*14 ilie ^yJi m 

ailii iiit'ire »n' » 4 ii i,Mr la n f i.ir tui^ 

n ami imi ^'\y,uih in itii^ 

wi/(i/n or ah 4 if‘ ./»/ ..%**» .4 'f y 4 ht* Hr^i are kirmwetl 

)ni Ckvlt*)% I Ml|‘i '«#;■.*'» |«n; 4 .'ii‘ 4 * //.fj /*i /Sf fm/^w lIlAII 

:lin;.try 

'The falHHi «l ihr iir 4 | 4 Mitir% i-^riiliAi ''*««¥er, 3|. 

ff, uihI iimie ol \ le* fiiMtr iliiiri ilie iriiie pf ifie 

miaii fyii/Ifi : no 44441, lie Virgil wiililliil ftiij 

nmmi t iiik yf iiif 1 /jf 0 / iiilirl 

u sirtw^i 4#. '!#«./ A tnliailoiH !*aliiii»tii, ilidl til i«- 
'imnf adiiiihm : iiiil**«''il tin- mhuk ^rimi k liat PH# plw 
&«ft///iMii 4 iirfuffiu, A% ihfisr w)«i lay ll wiih lh§ miimi m 
Mfiiiil 

** Aft 4 Mrpittiir %iiAii lilt Imm ^ ^ . 
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he « n' fi 
‘‘Arid wufn- m 


. f-r ^!;v 1; 


Both absiinl infer/ n ■, 


* 4^. 4], 

'** Where hi ihr uiut n* 

Ahl %/y, 1) J.,.,, 

Ac:::;:: 

'' .... . . 

But where is f/:nf r ( e,* iv 

? K- '* 


1h’ it? He kutim?; wImi f J 

e/ / 

A r: /tV »-t|v 

a vM ill heavvii ; |H;r!i,i|,is; uk-.; u 

di ':* i ■ 

' ‘ !’•'■ -1 ns; 
■ u: hntV' 

talksS more seiedldv. 


“Hie si*iu|nrn rcaylv 

|:UVh “ 


No^ he wouk! umi liifii h,iv;.- 


i % ij 5 ' "■ ' f' 'lii l' s e fr 

1 lUHirjh Pi's V'4*TJ ■iii'rt.eh r 


^ ’ ■'■ ' V.’* 1 j 



What made /hr ilirM so annrr v 

ihh -\v.,...e 


iiig her return? Sli.- w.e^ ii'.e.v c,,!; ■ i 
delerminatums 0 / Fair, r.uh,.! -J, - .. , 

“Pity tht' lund tlr- , 

Interct thy t;r. iitiir .•, ,r,', ' 
Am! use tii.v.,-Ji 


i r# , ft I , fi I 

Which is such a yvtvt.he.l ^ . ; , 

as Vicars wnuhi iuc !,!„!„.! ■ .-t 'm':*;,. ';: 

makes us some amen.is l,y his Ivtt. ,■ iin,..; ' ' 

“0 wheresw’er limn n»l, j-nm |t 

Ami Krara ;.s,i...uio. l„ m> 1. 

I’tty, wall me. ih«„ laisl,.,;, ,... ■ ... ■.' 

Ami now. as if ti.iu .l.it |, 

This i.s sense and h ihe pitf t„.u • .1. ,1 

sluff: Ur ..liar, 1..,,., misSdk 

many who favoured hi I "" K'-JMmd.h 


': >:t .Mr. itnly 
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,^ 0 Qlly cxaniiJH'tl, :md lMiiu4, likr iil! ni.hrr^, to he s**mciiiiirs 
^rroneoiis luni hinnviline^ wliti rnuLI ilml 

'f 0 .ults, thought thoy mui!4 .mn4 itiriii ; ,iii4 Dr. Br.uly 
0 ,ttenipttHi iu MaiiL v. i-r 4 fi4ri'4:iiirin uf liir ViKnrki; widelu 
'^vDen tiny** got 1 iuni llir 4.:4 ursi live huyg ruongh Id 

I have never ! 4 ‘eii if : liii! iltai hill'll a vriNaui iliere is, 
has beeu, iieili ip.. '.tUiie .P,! * r iyn;r,r iiih.^inrh! rne. 

With not aaiih I'elUM mu. I im|*|.i, whey his IVageily 
^jul his ‘rreleeiiuir/ h i4 en»'ii turn rejun.iiinii, alfem|i|«*ip 
^jiolher Iilauk \rise.ii i4 ihr * vltueiil * ; m w'huly yutwifhMu 
standing the sliyjil leyatd wiiii ii wms incited, lie had 

p^fterwards |ieiNevei 4 iii e riiinatli tii add iiie * Krlitgues ' and 

# Georgia's*’ Hi. hnuL in.i? I'.oiilimie iis eiiisieiH'e ;ts hilig as 
It IH the eLiude.'atlie Irliiye f,j| St. hold 

Since the Faielish fUii lian hrrii at iiiHloiiird lei the imdii- 
guence of hope's uniuhrrs, ainl ihe tlirhon of poetry has 
peconie more sph Urlid, .iirw i.||iriii|iis iiave heni matie m 
'translate Viigi! ; and Al lii» wayks have tinm attempted I »y 
lUtini hetler qiiililM'd to t Hiilnid with rhydem I will ma 
tnirfnge mysell m au iiividienn rutiii'i.iriMiy liy i'iiji losing cineio 
IpaHsuge lo aiioihei ; a «d whiih ikeie wamhl be no 

'|0tls a huh mielil he olfri* olfrysive wilhiiyt tme* 

; It is not hj iuiiipaiiiig loir with line that the merit of I 
griuit wmis ih to hr rsiiiiiaird, lull by llieir general effects j 
IihI iilihuafe leMih. Ii is easy to mile 11 %veak Iiiie» and to 
'write one mure viguiMiH m lU place; to find ii happiness of 
exprt^ssioy in ilie Miigiiial, iiml ifaiwjikiit it liy force iii.to the 
fersum: hiii what is yivni 10 ilie parti may be suMucted 
firoijt till* whole, and ihr reader tii«y hm weary, thciagli the 
eriiic may roininrnd. Wwik« of imtfiimliois cicel by theirje 
illureineitt ami driiglii; by ihclr {lower of titrtctinf and 
ietaliiiug the uiiriiiitifo That li^k Ii good lO fain which 
te reader iliiows Ik only k the mmm who keeps 

' * ifli. 
m: ., 



yS 


‘i“' iiiinii jjj j !,,j . 
wiih lit , 

.ml , 

J’V liii. ji;,. 

'V'iiiri,. i,i - 

lilt' MiVl-;,-;', ;; I , 

Ii-: 

<‘<'M fx.iiin,;,. „)■ 

^ / /fV f I ( ■ I ■ , i • ' 

liH'ir !aii,;iu 

j,, 

t-fiauciT, Ujioii uii; 
Jh-siowciI 1 ,v 
tile ‘('ihL*' ' 


l 4 f; 


■ if- 


i, ■ 

, ■ f ■ > .1 ? .■ 

i 

^ ii..- ui' 

‘‘rj, ii'% 


■ '• '■ ».. 

1-4' !:v 

'f:': 4 i "'’ 

; , — i '-■ 

t 

* * * ■• 4 r * i i ' ' *■ ■ f 

' ' ' ' ' ' / 

1 ! C j 

! c ; 





- in WliH li 

xvillHMK ^ , 

"■liidi J)rv,!,.„ 1,.,.. i ‘ 

I,, i ■ . 

letters, it was intisl .) t • 

""“™ .imf: ;r: 

sr our . hi. i..^ 




1" iliis volume;,,.^.;,,, ' '-m I, ,. 

winch, witit !,is *’"”‘’'1 

In &.„s„ “.7;; n;*’;;-. -....i 

^»ru.uik, ilui cum ik,.,- 



imrmx. 


m 

written natoK *‘^'"^** ^ ?!,f^ |>!4r.r t4 

excellence in hi.'^ 

One C0Illpte4li£ni llltM tp^’-Vr^r? f^r^* i!;',M:t-r !,r.|. ’riir 

( Ode for St* C4n‘ii',i’'^ 1^4^/ |'''^'■4|’» I 4 i rii,.*,i mi' Ihh 
poetry, lias hceu ala a) 4 1.!^ ir?i 4 '- r%luin 4 ti>* h./lir;,i 

flightof ftuicr n!i«l fin* f'%,ir-*r-Nj nu r?%- ».»i ,in. i’hrt 
to stand witlnnil ;i tival, If iia;.!'-T.l i»» 4fH* rllriii r* 

beyond it, in Koiir ihai r.^rrllriHf 

must be ftnuiii. wi'li ilir • t :i*.|r tm f%dli|.ffrw* it 

may beprciinniiiMnl jt‘ liiaj’ . ‘.lipruni m ihr ll■tl■.4^ t bin it» 

out any single part nitHl i.t fits! n.in/a *4 the Hthff, 

Itissaiilto ii.ivr 4 Msf .1 I* !.i 1 *«*iir ; Inii ii 

joes not want !!*« iii'';‘!i::<.iirrH Mtinr mI ilir lifir^ iirr millunil 
|c0rresponiklit lliunr**; ,1 ibiV'pl 1 iHnn tfrln |r«| lilll 

(after an aii|iyiiiuifrr i.f tn.inv .umI lAliuh ilir eii' 

^thusiasm of llic wiiirr Implri hmi fi*>iti |.»rri:rsviit|^. 

His last 8liin/,a Ilih Ir^n rtiii;»t|i.«ri Ilau ilir liifiiiri ; bill ii 
not less dopant lu ilir *tl.?r i:'*»iii:hi.*»iiiii h viritnis; 

thefflUHic Ilf 1 wliu.li f anrj a- ia l4# iliri* 

had only a riiri4j»tiMin,,i| jt»*«rr; iti.ii mI rri...iliii, -wliicli «irmm 
mun^dtimm, bati .1 rr4l rifi’a : ilir ilicrcfiire cimldl 

aot reasoiialily b«? ilindr«L 


In a gi'fienil iiirvi^y rtf Vkulrn*n fit ippetrs I# 

|aw a ii’iiriil very riifiijiri:!irrt»i-¥.r lif riiiwrri itiil wiicti tfi*j 
felid wiili iiujiiiirt! kiifHiIrdgr, I lit c«»ftijM>ilii0iii lart III# 
lectsofa vigiiti'iiH gruiir^ p|irr*iiitig large 
(Ttefitwef iIkiI jiirilfifiiin4lr*l in tiii liilellecliltl ^ 
temiher Mriifig fiM^tPn iliitti cjiiirk K^wlliHity. UpM ti 
ccaskm^i that li-rrr jirr^rinnl he tiwditil ftliier ll»i feltf 
id prodaced iciitifiictit* rmi iiich *1 natm mfm^f 


TOO 




acquainted; and seldom ilirtu | n* ^ 1 ^^ 

complicated by the various ivUiu *.*r. \>i unu i ^ 
in the tumults and agitation^ t4 Lie, 

What he says of love may t «»iiaihivie !-■* i||>- r\j-i 




his character :- 


'11 cL 


‘Love various iniiirg a*---, i 4 :j i,,% j 

It stirs in geutk; i:rM> i.ir, 

Like that of iruaiiM: an Ihr^ Xi.%t ktia ; 

But ragini,^ Ikuurs 

ro A fire which every |,iv4^»n 

With pride it uwuulH, of ir iL-'i’, v* 

Dryden’s was not out; of SIn' ^-rniir /v< tu - ; l-vf, 
subsists in itsdf, with no tciidriu y ttiis M Uh' jui ..-u W j 
and wishing only for corrfsjdindriil kiinliirss ; m;, >, |(,yg 
shuts out all other interest; the Knv ol (hr g.,!-!. » .i.'e,yyjj* 
toosoftand subtle to put bis f.n iiliirH iji nmisun, Hrliarrfi 
conceived it but in its turbub’Ot nburs, m, r Midi jd^j 
other desires; when it was iujl.itiir,l bv ijv.ild. ,,| ib.iiudjd 
by difficulties; when it iavigor.ttcd .unbifiou, tn 
30 revenge. 

He is therefore, with all his variriv nf rsn llrnt r, no! often 
pathetic; and had so little sensibiliiy a( ibr puvtrt u| riuiiiiniij 
purely natural, that he did not cstci'iu liinii in ulijrl^, Sim. 
plicity gave him no pleasure ; an*l fi>t ibr (iisi jatt ofhii 
life he looked on Otway wilfi coiiU'iititl, (bouyb .,i la-.i.ituleedj 
very late, he confessed that ijj his pl.iy f/uu m.o rt.t/mj 
which is the chief beauty. 

We do not always know tjtir own mtuivrs. I .mi joi 
certain whether it was not rather the dtflituUy «hulik 
30 found in exhibiting the genuine ojwratinns of (hr licart, 
than a servile submission to an injttdit i.»u« .uidu tu-r ita 
filled his plays with false inagntfiecncv. ft w.is mws. 
saryto fix attention; and the mind ran be ia|i!iv.tir.!«iily 
by recollection, or by curiosity; by reviving n.imt.d Hitii. 
ments, or impressing new appearances of things; wuiiencfll 



lHii'ltlX. 


in I 

rcrrulitT ;U hin c.U! 5"’ ‘ 

fil'lihe'..,u «i!i. M.U.- llw.. ;ivv.tk.a iI.m.. 

ideas tliat ;.UnnlH i' in lli'- ... , 

The iUvouii!<' i'T <tl' in'. iiihkI 'v,js t.iiint lii in- '!» : an4. 

tluU ' ** 

to talk i>f ii*'' I '"•tiv, lic'Uny t l , 

these he .liseussrs iu tU'* huii^naR.- vf th*- srlnxl «iih s.> 
much prof.in.!ity. th.i! ih.- «hidt ii- uses .ue mn 

always uiu!''>:-'i"'''h It is > ir.tiinug, but k'.Miiiiig out 
of I'l.US'. , , , 

When miee he lia l eu, 1 iu.us. Ifiit .hs|'>i' Unw. t!t..UR.as 

flowed in t>i« ehhei si.k ; he «.is lunv nu h.iiei-r at a Imsm 

he hadalw.t'S ulijcfthnis .kuI sohrdntis .it < lunm.tiiil ; inl'.i/uf 
pniTisum tm Rive luin main (kr his vcr^<, and he Iui.Ih 

williimt dillinslty vcise fill hts in.tlirr. 

In comedy, far whir h hr inuiessrs liimsidf tint naturally 
(liialilled, tlie Jiiirih «lut h lie rxi itrs will i.eili.ips iwt hr f.mml 
so imuh to aiise liuiir any i-riKiru! hiitmiiii. or jieiulMray 
ofehariuter ninly disluiyumhi'd and ddiReiitly jiuisued, as 
from iiicidfuis and t in uinst.mcrs, aiiirn'es aird^ .Hurptises ; jo 
from jests of iu lion rather ili.in id M-niiim-m. \Mi.tt he had 
of bumoroUH or passionate hr srcins to have liad not ftotu 
nature Imt from olln a jKjris; if not ahvaya an ft plagiary, at 
least as an iiuiiator. 



irnrmN. 
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My flaming: J^warcl Ihrn^ h, , 

All keen, and grmyiil fhc r.f 


i tin 
uf d.iv; 


And sometimes it issued In ^.l 

was not conscious 




I 


‘Then we upon our 14-4 

And see the ocv-»n Iraid ihr ulv '* 

From thence our ndlnijj nr u «* *.,!* jf| | 

And on the lunar wmiM ^^uirlv piy/ *" * 

These lines have no nieaniiiK; !nit la.i!,- w,- j ■ 

[0 tion of Cowley on ancalier l»i:if)k, - '’ “’‘ 

•’Tis so like smf ’tivi!! wnr i},^ 

This endeavour after t!,.. graii.l 

many sentiments either ,,vat o. i,„lky. ..n.l .uan iul.": 
either just or splendid:— ' 

‘1 am as free ns Nature !•...( mn.lr m.„. 

Eie the base laws of swviliitlc j 

When wild iu woods the imlde i»... I 

Ihey fear to prove it as a th.n,; 

me th experiment k-fore v,.<, i,» 

III shew you first how easy 'n. 

-There with a forest of their .la.t, |.e ,t,.,ve 
And stood hfcc C«p««e„, detyiuK J«*ve ; 

And inm'd ihe iron Ssvn, o| hdl'u f 11!^ 

""""“A « "»i .i.!; !;;:L. 

-I beg no pity for ,hh Rm„i,ir,j„p ,, 

For If you give it burial, Ihcc tl 

3° Possession of your earth ; 

And spread me okr ! ^ 

0,ro,„ nu, li,!,. .s.-ro’ f* 

Uf these quotations the two first mav u, «ii . 
the two latter only tumid. ^ ^ ‘® •* 



i)/v' )7:iK.v. 


Of such sclccli'Ui th.'iv i:. uo > tul. ! will ;wltl Wily a few 
ore iv.iss',u>vs, i.fwhiih l!u- lii:!, it way |..•l•lla5« not 

K quite cUw in (.nwe, i wi.U 1-tu ulw,.uic (w itaelry, as lh« 


meaning lluit it has is U' lMc 


■ No, th. iv i. a av IS ^ 

Win ^lill tin- i'or !-••!■! i. <■ .'.'..tie, 

lii. "1.;.'' 'V; 

Ami lliat a'niii.iiirc i.": !. linn Uiiii .i .m , 

Triu‘. 'tw :<• v.j\ fHjI 


But U]\ht il'.s-so 

Fear aiakf, mm InnL 


U!{i| '4» ihrjr iwsn 


Of the iina'''fs uhidi tin- iwit hillmviiu; t ilalituis ailonl, 

the first is .•!.-ani, th-- tnara.ilU wU ; whethw uiihw 

Se just, let till' l eaili'l' juclj'.f t * 

■ Whaf ui*'i ttir:****, 

■\Vhich siliniilv tim 1 jHirMit*, 

'Brigitt a*» is* iy***s*t f 

* Im"'.*}:,** iw^xlr — 

—iMitcr tilMVi' !'ir : Im »!n-ii Vi.ii ‘.jir-.iU ttif woid, 

Tl!; ..,tw..UiU ini'U •>' 'iiw -w a.nml: 

Th,. nriuiii 1.1 ll.e I-:... I- >'■ 1-'" '■ •'eil! t. 

Ami linw its Inwny l.iiilji'atl ;H j.aii Iwl. 

These hursts oi' csiiav iitaw e Dtyih'ti calls the of 
the theatre, au.l owns tiiai many noisy lines of ‘ Maxamm 
and Ahnauxor’ call wa fw v.-inw'"' «• ''1«»' Siim; ‘hut I 
knew’savs he. ‘that tlu'V wne had eiiwigli to please, even 
wheu’l vvrol,' tluan.' 'rh.-w is smely reason to susiu'ct that 
he nleased him .'If as wll as his aUiii.'nce, and that these, 
like the haiUus of whw imm, ha.l his love, liiough not hi3^^^ 

^Tk; ha.I w.mi'tim.’s faitlis of a less generous and splendid 
liwl Hi' mak. s, lilw almost all other jwets, very frequent 
jse of mythology, ami sometimes connects religion and fable 

aio closely without disiim lion- 
lie, ii.-se.'mls K. display his knowlmlgc with pedantic osten- 

union; as when, in inmslatiiig Virgil, he says, ®r' 



J04 


mr, 


anf.ihrr worl. 


vu'U'M ; 


nnluikily rever^j 


krhimland rwr xkr^'-->mF ; au*! -ri*;,.: ri 

vir/ue s/.muKff l.j,rr .'-r »■.■>;./. 1 1, , ^ , 

betrays his ig-iioranee ^ 

*Tlu*y KnttirfAi hhm X/-.-. * 

RfVcrsM iht'y U:m » 

He had heard of revursiny a U:h^ , . ; 
the oliject. 

Ho is somotiincs unoxi.n t.-.lk -n .w. Wl..-,, h,. ,i,.srrife 

the Supremo runn- ns umv.-,! l,v p; us tu Mop the Fire ( 

loLondon, what is his c\|av: ■.iua ? 

*A luilknv cryslal Hr * 

In firmumfutal ua.sa* .il'nvf*. 

Ot this a hrtnvil iL” i-ak'— 

And hmnh tin,' d.em t!,af 'n ?; • , — .npy streve* 

When he (Icscribos ih- !..,st It.o, .u .l ;h,. aoc i.ive tribune 
he mtermingles this iinaye : < 

‘VVh<‘n mtfling husirs f|v» 

lo'tntj tin? tour sunulrr. i** liir- 

ItM'as imioed iiovor iu his p.nvn !» rc .i t il,,* temptation 
ao of a jest. In Ihs Itloj' v mt t 'n mittcll : 

■No sooner was the t'.rn.-hman's o.in-.r a/.l. 

Than the light M„»„„i,- the gr.wf 1 ) -i outtvi ieh’.! j 
Ilis foriune Umt\l tlir ■■ ■»/ 

He had a vanity, unwr.nhy of hi-, a'.ilirics, to shew, m 
may oe suspected, the rank rif the u.tup.du with whumlit 
hved, by the use of Freneit wool-, whi- ii i,a.l ih.-n crept into 
conversation; such as /}„,:/,,>■ for .c*.,,,. Lk, 

hdmce, and a few more, none .,f «hnh il.e lane uaee las 
incorporated or retaincl. They foni.ntie .,nlv ^vh.‘rc ik 
30 stood first, perpetual warnins-s to fun„e imtovalors. 

These arc his faults of a(1\Ttaiio„; his faults of m,:hVn« 
are beyond recital. Such is the uneven, .,.s.s of his con., 
positions, that ten lines arc seldom fl.itml to;;ei!ier witboai 
something of which the reader is ashamed. Drydcii was no 
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r f,r 

lit , !•'■ 

. J lu.-. 
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hr 
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II 

r. .rr. 

Its ts«i 
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.41 -til 

. h -w V 

» U hr, I'll 
S .41 \\ Vi ■ ; , 

..*11 ^ ,ilii:| 


,j, rcmb; an.i h 

jonK-nlrl. H-i ! >"'■ ■ 

5ure juTlWlioit. ii I •'■'■I 
yiih \v!ut ti-.-v r 
(houkl Iw "I'l'- ' ‘ ‘ ^ ^ 

flgoiir liuii ‘’n. ■‘'• 

join lliS 

"!•> 'i- ,v «.o, o-.m.- -0.,,vr lu. 

jwn.w.iswilliiir, im 

nr. lor i ..1 VVI.,.! l.r iK, ..«!.! u-I.t 

hedkiimi M..!- 1., n...!- b n. .. ..11. -c! u. l.-.m- 

many p.irts nnli... b-i. ... . . ...i..!. ...-- U..a it..- k-.-I h«« 

,oulil ovr.l, !l.. !... 1 « bu t... i... t Husun he 

to«l f«.»m h.:. ll-.n. ! t l-'U--- >1.-,. in m. 

atmipW i» I"- '•"n..' •‘“i ‘■■".-•twn *■' nni.ruvcmcnt 

imik bv luiii Vlrr i-uhl'r 44-u. , , r 

The lusimrs. ni lu.^ | 4 -lii.iEare. t.-«" ilie rlTeil n! m 

nccesMiVi hill litn . i M.4il4 li^r^lv Ii4%'c» any 

Dlher causae ih.iii iiuiNUibiwr i»l’ 

Whai ran hr ,sii4 in Im vriMii^ ;tii*:ni will lie link more 
ibn a liilihiiinii *4 iln* n If Ikifv 


• WVIn h ^4 idisgla io'to 

tlir ^4ru:.j: r, %hr UM hm, 

Thr liii.i: dii4 rmf0 liltiwrr 
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Of triplets am? Al.-xan.liai • j, . i 

tIuMise, he e-.ui.i;>:., ,1 i[. i ‘ ‘ '‘"Ontrod 

among us. Jhulrii ,,•!). . , i ‘ ‘ 

to Ohapmau’s ‘il, j 
‘ Virgil,’ wria.m in ;!i,* , t '.i' ■ 

puhli.sluMi live years l.et.ii- !! , , .f' 

i ho Alex.iniliiiie Ha { !,, 4 , . . , , I' l"*' 

tlHr-sukeufelusine '' 

a longer iiKMsmv of i. ,ni n j, ^ 

■owns translate.! hy J.i,,,-.', ,.n.! 

f tlapnuu ’ ■ i \ | \ 'i; l7? ' 
the last* ' ' ^ hdie^^ 

Thetwolk.stlitRs,,i ]-haej’. I r. m. 

ihismoiiKure: -. ' ” wiil exratpi| 

* I I) ‘ > .• 

AH guiltless, (,J! tile p.atr, ^ ‘ '* Oil Mniii ««n^ 

. 7 lta.l their hi. ak ... ' 

eighth syllable, it w.,,s ,1. ‘ ' at lit 

them; and qnatr.tins of 

«an(l six syllables, m,,ke the le' V', 

lyric measures ; as,— ‘ of oi 

• heieiil’es, lime, ,,0.... „ 

t'hkh s,,.,e :e. i I. 

Wim j;iv\i , '• 

, . ri' "'eik "We j„,v , • 

poems, as Dnitnm^ i"'"” " 

- 

were interchanged with r„... . 

30 that inserted the Alexamlriti • *',?* 'i " ' * ’ 
lines of ten syllables and fr 't ■‘'"'•"g the lirwit 

adopted it. hnn l.it.ien po.tesMs lu ii« 

■“■'-n- 
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li'ittlu’ os'i'in''' I'f >** wnami'iit is 

'I'*’"'*'*' '' ’■ *" * and suunds 

rrmmu'.illy i‘v ,.ud •.-■fd.- 1 mU-; a rul.-, how- 

nrr hx HiUMUiu.l** I'mI' iilmiliiy, t«> admit 

ilwniivwtlMail hi. .» h -'I ■'! i' !, .Hid 1.1 i.h. V.- ihiM-ar wiihout 
*lis'qijt(.iiiiiii"; it. ddni. -i h'!-!> lt< v.no--!fr is foiiii.-d from 
iu'tvls iiK'l 1 ""‘ thH.'i.i.tU ...tidnn.-d ; ilu; KiikHsIi 
heroiiiaiimits >'l .i<iit'-"i vi.o..- •.rll-i!.!«-s v.uiimsly disposed. 

Xk I..iliii d.’. i.tl- -t m'-> •'• vvii f.-i't, !ir exceeds the 

number of .M'veiit.eii •.U'.d-h- . Imi the J‘n.,;Ush Ales.'uulriiw 10 

bivuls the liwtiil Stitmid- .Old ’.iiipiisrs the le.uier witll two 
syll.ltiles mme th m he expr. trd 

' Xlie eil'n! ot t!te mpb* the s.mie; the ear has been 
accusiiitued to .'.xpetl .1 new ilivtne It) couplet, hut is 

onusudtell MUploed with tliiee lloilies Ioj*ether, to which 
tkroul.'i' ei'idd Iii't ai 1 omHmd.ite hrs voice, did he not ob- 
tain ruiiice ol the tllall^^•■ iioiii the btaecs in tlie margins. 
Surdyllicic is s>>iu. thiiiK iinskrUul in the necessity of .such 
mcdiaiiaal dm-i tioii. 

iViwdciiiiy thr- !iiririt.il an ssmplv as a science, and con-ao 
si'iiuciilly CXI ludiiiy all i .iMt.diy, wc must allow that triplets 
anti .\li s.uidiiiK t, msi'Hid bv «.ij'Hic, ate lutcriuptious of 
iluit tdii '4.1111 V lo whilh niieme aspues. And though the 
vaiimy ahuh ih>o pi-.dm <• Iti.iy vny jusiiy be desired, yet to 
mal.M.ai p.K iiy ct.wt ihrir ought to Itc Home stated mode 





idS 

h is itecnminM, 

line wtiii a \u:.ik or m K.i!,!,. ; 


nVf fir 
Uill* |, 


■I /tM,% ' 


l)f.V.iwi j.KSs rh,. svr.a (hrau- i„ 

a!! rV .1.,, 

!h* I nuf !!! ! ■, , ..n i ,J . 

first hue uC a i.-ii!.', * j t ’ W* ‘ 

I«it withwit iri.-eHhuitv , 1 , . ! ' , ‘ 

'I'l... at V ‘ ’ ^>‘'i4e.isrs I 



^ Ami „.(h i-ai,,,,! l.j, > 

Drydeu's works it was s,,,j 1,,. j. 

■select from tliem |•ett,.r m ' ' ’’i*'** ' lices 

,1 ■ •IruilariiH u| mriv m * f . i* 

-hJ:- ' i;;:.;;: 

«with such variety of nto.iels,"’ Tcf hl'T*' 

l>«l>np,s the eom|.!.„o„ of o, r . , T" • 

taDgiito\ ami funrii r i ^ 



'Jl'r™ futdlJ)-, •rii.mX n!!''’'”/' "' 

Ijiin, it t„ay |„. , . ' '* '■''*'‘'"■ '1 '» tta 

true boumls of a i. ... i . . **«* ii-a 

"OS or a ttiitwlakir'g lifierie uo . 

It marble,' ^ « J«iek, aiul lie i; 
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T„e irnwatimi ‘ is \me ins.-rt.-.l 

ui'sHiii, ili.u i».j \m mvn 

nil)' Iv umi!uri-a wiih liiusi: whidi !i.« 

insures 

nulri tlif \^ur%lh 

To 4>-l r^nf%; 

Whiil arr //‘Hi* \kh.a with yr*i^ 

Ami »U thr 

I .iuit. Vr ««jisriiv-h vlr.ii, 

VaVdflr» *'1' !i/J‘t \UiiJj fmA^ ihf imIIu^: 

m\h iw^^hrt IV»#M if t'V \^m 
Wf l.ilVmi! m>hf 

If, tanitlii >*•«* |.i.-.f 

tttll* ifitfh p*i‘* niirJit, 

Vi* /uil'fi* |•ir-t»rill *4 Ihr* lirU!, 

irw»*l /.Ill’ll*, y»mt Iwl a»^r.!-»iur yM, 

\W iJilW I 

Fittin irinlu'i! ^***' l.iukr. 

(Jintl Sri’iHti*, «»*> 

An»l !**> 

Whiw* tii**wy IK-Ilrti tiii Frf |Uaii?5j 

111 mii;l*i)‘ ^'♦^*^** umniMml 

Ihm, tail'V iilir|4rt4. if Ih)' i4fr% ilniiii?. 
l\rt lt» itti|i>H*' tr* ill)* Fa litir ; 

l.f'nvr ll»y / V">»**^**o 

Atiii ttilll iHy mmhn mif %Mik 4|-nfiiW| 

Ilf* Piilltis l«*, m%ri4«»r, kiinl ; 

All*! I«, wii« Cfw»kr4 |4t»«gk iir%lgl/ill 

,V4w#ii#s. |F»«I «t »ll thr ii|»|irif, 

Wlftnr A i»rw ilia^st trwkf rvfri?** Iirif I 

Yr will* «Vr wiili low, 

Wmilil *«ir |*i^iiiK4. afi4 04ir IWW* knpmml 
Vd«, wlir* |iUiiii mm%mm hmh wif|»I|| 

Auil tUmih llif tky, 

Awl *lro|» Viti lafllt ikmtm Iti ImWUl ilww^rSi 

Anirt ttty r« |»w«»l 

AiJtl fVwrI Itoigli w© kiifiw wt |tt 

ihm% f» lliy Wif icM, 

W ttrllii't' llir*ti1l Iw tli» Wtiti 

ill Illy Iiwti . .. I 

aitw** ||« til! wbit thf mm I 

11if liwii* Iiif4 ttf 1,1m C 

Aii 4 Ilf Itigilt ^ ' 
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Wfjdhrr fliHiilr all if.j. I , , 

Aiid 

n,./r tl,.- u,-:!., I , •,,,,^ i.,,r;’')’.'..?; 

All'i. tlut thi i; (i;,,.,,? r,.. . ,. , 

ywh wi:i!ii i>,i ,,, , . /; 

lo II lli'.f # ,/ I .* I ■ I'f ,■ ' , ’ 

Ih,.,.:, .,4 - 

Aik! tiVr !!,.■ ^ ‘W'<. 

'y»’l<: h, :!».■, I, '■ 

J .lrir 1.1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ 

W licH* |f|f« Ijjii I- 'i s ' 

Ajirl rw.ir IH lb,, /; 

i«-.t 11 .!,.., . „ ■"■ >"l‘nv 

'■•‘K all lin ^ 

"'Iwl.Vt it,M,;ii i». jV'",'' 


Wr. Dkvmr-, li.iviiit. Irir-ii,. I j 

bhnk leaves • «lii, I, i ■ 

cwck, t ::;’* 

now the only 

3o Shal<,Sj,,!!,.c «t.SBr,l,rs j 

I^H'nch tra|rt‘< list's ,*1 ‘ 

f««on,beea„se b,^ ef «n,f „ 

our Souls, ,a,„} ,i,.,. •»"»« 14.ul,.: 

become insipi,!, ujilegg ,i,- repr 
of the audience. 1}^ i ff , to the tt 

works not now atnonirsi ft t* *** tl'-'t this i 





..r«'ni«sfHVVvu:;n^U.• 

vf,., !!»■ .•i>i'.^>-i--‘>''- !-'■"“*■ 


Ilun 

i .i!4 h^pul 


it is. 

f- ||4S 

|..ri ii.4|s-» rally last 
4 tlir- llir 


:are»uchstronr,.n-:i...^ 

is more from th| * • “ ‘ , j, j^,. , i,. .,,, t , jti, k 

tbejusluess «l tlm >h . .. . ■ . ■ 

sindcoCGisiuns.lrln u.^.i >■ >■>' ■ ‘ , . 

., ,,;,,„,.i i„„!n II. «u:u..’, h- k..- ' im 

yet, by tke k ' !,, il.i- '■ ' •!. if is. M t!i'‘ 

.Rapina.tr,lo.;,.s ,..-' - !us .r,r, whu 

feta •" 

Eir-rs ut ,hn...hu,.. .1.4 ,1. 

ceecliiigfnmi tl.uM- K >1 -i.s wtas .li.' . 

e«mlm.iry 4..: ».« 4.-- ilu- iH'.iutv ..1 a t>a;.:..h, 

ite Slisikslieai'i' 

■Thu pails .4' a li-i,*.. .ti !.r!..if. .ur, 

< I 'Flu* it’H*’!. « . I 

■ jilVurthi Ml iitiniiri .4 .Mi,.ui.»iu.-iiirta!i.>ii«i!» 

the tmrtH U> tltt* . . 

■ i. 'IV I' , ■■< a-‘>n. y .if lb- m sp-ak- 

ing or acting "h if is i.rM|.<-i !■'» tlK'n*. pHipcr lo «- 
shewn by tb.' i.t'*'!- 

■ 4. Tin* lliMur,b> ' "bH h .-sprrss iV iir.Hmt*n!. 

‘r 'Tllr WMl!. ttl.itlir%Sil'i-s lllMsi- ibuilgbls. 

■in thu Iasi ..i ibrs.-. Hni.i-i VifKt! ! ' ifKil all other 

ancient i»His : ..»■! bhakia .ire all ii.iuleni l»>els. _ 

‘Tor ih.' se.Mii'l "1 il'. sc. llir t>»«ler • the uwanmg is, • 
afabluimytlu t,. have a beguiinug. ^ 

iusiaiul inuuuil ; m. that |art, tsg. «l«ai >* S**- • 

u- .1. ■» “It: 

rat; all driiein! im mie aiioiher, like the m ® , j. 

clain. ir i.nu .1 aud j»iiy arc only 10 1* raised, certainly 
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aulhor follows Aristotle’s rules, and Sophocles’ and Euripidi 
example; but joy may be raised too, and that doubly, eitll 
seeing a wicked man punished, or a good man at Is 
fortunate ; or perhaps indignation, to see wickedness proi 
perousandgoodnessdepressed; both these may beprofitabli 
to the end of tragedy, reformation of manners ; but the lasi 
.mproperly, only as it begets pity in the audience ; though 

Ar.itcde I confess, places tragedies of this kind in tliei 

second form. ' 


.vuu uauenatces to answer this excellent critique ol 
-'“J’ of our English poets against the Greek, 

r I ** Either by yielding to him thf 

‘Z ^ V contends for, which consists in this, 

-^^-duct of it, is more 

Aristotle and he of tragedy whidi 

V“t the ora r namely, to cause terror and pity 

he the foundation of it. ^^'P^ece of a tragedy, though it 

tragedy maytefoMd^nSeE^l'^^^^ nature of 

Greek. ^^nghsh, which were not in the 

k not quoad digniiatm, sd 
to those ends of his, pity and ®° “o™g]y contrived 

ourafiFections. except the chara nothing on 
^ ^ords are suitable. “"“ners, thoughts, and 

•' So that it remains for Mr R, 

part of theiT^"^ ' 

fhocles and Euripides; and thk l are. inferior to So- 

hut, I think, aSe nart n 

-a, 

^nghsh more adorned with 
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episodes, and larger than in \hc ( nandv poets : consecpiently 
more divertin|^* h'or, if ihr action be but one* and that jdain, 
without any counier-liirn of design or epnsode, i. e. under- 
plot, how can it be so pli‘asing as the Englisli, which have 
both an under-plot aiui a lunuai ilesign, wliich keeps the 
audience in expedatit >11 of t!it‘ cataslropbe? whereas in the 
Greek poets we S{‘t‘ through the whi>le design at first 
'For the characters, tlu^y are neiiluT so tnany nor so 
various in .Sophocles am! lMiri|>ides, as in Shakspeare and 
Fletcher; only they a,re more adaptml to tliose ends of lo 
tragedy which Aristotle connm*nds to us, pity ami terror* 

'The manners lli>w iVt>m the idiaracters, and consequently 
must partake of tlunr atlvantu|p*s and disadvantages* 

'The thoughts and words, which are the fourih and fifth 
beauties of tragtsly, are certainly more noble and more 
poetical in the Faiglish than in the Ch'cck, which must be 
proved by coinpaiing ilienq simiewiiat more equitably than 
Mr. Rymer has done* 

'After all, we need not yield tliat the English way is less 
conducing to move |)ity and terfor, because they often sliew 20 
virtue oppressed ami vice punished : where they do not both, 
or either, tlu^y arc not to be defiiulcd, 

'And if we should |‘rant tluU the Greeks performed this 
better, perhaps it may admit of dis|>ute, whether pity and 
terror are cither the prinuq or at least the only ends of 
tragedy. 

' ^Tis not enough that Aristotle has raid so, for Aristotle 
drew his inodcds of tragcily from Sophocles and Euripides ; 
gmd, if he had seen ours, miglit have changed his mind. 
And chiefly we have to say (wliat I hinted on pity and terror, 30 
in the last paragraph save cme), that the punishment of vice 
pd reward of virtue are the most adequate ends of tragedy, 
^cause most comliicing to good example of life. Now pity 
b not so easily raised for a criminal, and the ancient tragedy 

I 
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always represerjts its thief |h/! ■ . .n 
man; and the .suiTtrin.^ U iu:,n^ , 
offonder is of the riauire »*!' Vn 
the Greek, irnincence is uuIah 
escaj)es. llitn wt! art! not uauI>- 
sort of men so mm-h as td‘ f r.r! ■ 
known to tlie antitias: :har 

iwtical jiistici^ 0 Mr Ki* 



„ i,;„, i„, I.,; , 


isfi, 

y'* Muuis 

" : coiiirarilyj 

'• «fei 

’.!u' MiiO-iiijp.s ofii 
:»lmostti 

■‘• V I. -ainT ailiniiiisifK 
"'ell astj 


tLS 


‘ My jutl.s-ment on [Ids [d, ,c e. [i,;s, 
leanie.i ; bm thm tl,,. a, „i j. 
than in the Kngii.sh jnu'is; [b,! aji 
cnlique as the Itest lummtii I Imvo rv-/r 
thatthenKHk-lofti.enMy Iw it.i 1, : 

extreme correct ; luti th,,t ii j 
20 tragedy, becaiiM- it ia nia nuuli 1 in i,n, . ; 

tors, &c.; ami, 1 , tally, ih.it ue m.u b,. . 


it is exireinjii 
^'oad in the Grg(i| 
" * HI;;, dll to SSudjI 
id the ancieiKsj 
' ' u is i*jcctdlent,aiij 

■ riioiJei ofi 
in plot, ekirac, 

admire and imitate YhiH;;;,' 

pteference jtth tbia amlmr. h, i, j 
w-ant of method in th-'s , v, ’ 1 - 1 I'l 

ti»»siite of ii« Ml.,, , ;; ,, “■ “■'‘= ‘ 

—J 
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‘The pity, wliit’h f!s«* h'^r i\v^ 

ipriminal, not fur Ih^sr or Uiui xsU^nn li*' hv. 

f?ho have been tbo mum i 4 i!i«! li.iyotly, ill’'* l<'’i'i'Mr is 

likewise in the |nint •bnifiil ol fh^- nniiiinil* h!im, if 1 h» 

ihe rcprCHCnti*il n*u y^ir.lt *lU oUrJi'!? l, lii'4 I |■'?llll. i,l I if 

^together iiinner-tif, bis pntL’ bm^ id I o iiiijiisl, 

* Another <»bsrii!ity i*-. whrir hr t^M|»hi;h...k-s prrfecled 

twgedy by infriubu iiiit lh»* ihii 4 ;m tor ; ilial in, lit* iiiraiif, 
three kiiuis «)!’ iu tinii ; oui* n-iiip^iiy Miotnig i»r aiiMlhrr 

playing on the musu* ; n tliiid jI.ou ui;!. ici 

‘To make a nii<* jiiiboHom m Un;- tMinji* iiiiun I’rlwixl tin* 
Greek poets luul ibr Miiylssb, iti ti.io? dy : 

‘Consiiler* fio-4, Innv Aii*-lMf!o lias ilrihies! a lfn|,p*4y. 
Secondly, wliut ho iho » n ! ttf ii !♦* tir. ‘fliinlljk ttlnit 

» thinkn the biMUiies ul it, Fm« uhl)\ I ho nmdm |y atuin 
he end proptruni. 

‘Compare till! (hook and ^‘!if»h^|| u.upc pwts jnstly ari4 
without partiality, , tn iliM'f’ lules. 

‘ Then, sceumlh, I'uiisuba \Uirfhr‘j Airat'a’i* has rnmle a 
ust defmitinn of traio »!v; nf its of aiul of ils i© 

leauties; am! wliribrr lio, having iit*i s^^rii any tf:hfrs but 
hose of SophtH lr:y HniipaleN, liaa, h.nl nr iinly tuyhl ikler** 
aine what all t!ir exudlnn irs uf uagialy aa** aiiil wherein 
hey consist. 

‘Next sliew 111 wh.tl anrirfit itag*a!v wan for 

xample, in the nauieanrsH uf Im phiis, and fcwnesn of 
lersons, aiu! try wlniher liial be itol a fauli. in the Greek 
loeta; ant! whether i!i»-ir f*Xi'rilrtH:y was m grrab ^^'heri the 
arifty was visit dy so hiile ; ur wliriher what they did was 
ot very easy U* do, 30 

‘Tiimi iitakr a jihlyiiieni cm whai the English have added 
) their heaiities ; as, fur rx;tiii|ilr» not only more plot, but 
Iso new piiKsiotH ; as, namely, ihal of love* icari^ loiiehed 
n by die aiiciciiifi, c^ccepi in tliii owe eKanripte of Phaxlra, 
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cited by Mr. Rymer; and in thru iiruv sljnit they 
Fletcher I 

‘ Prove also that love, beiiif; an hertnV p.i hm, is fj 
tragedy, which cannot be denied* Ijceanse ol" the exu 
alleged of Phaedra; and how far ShaiiNfKMre has oatj 
them in friendship, &c. 

* To return to the beginning of this ent|niry; csinsjj 
pity and terror be enough for tragtsiy to nutye ; aiaf | 
upon a true definition of tragisly, it will he futuhl tlui 
10 work extends farther, and that it in to reldiin numierg 
delightful representation of Iimnan life in yiv.il persanj 
way of dialogue. If this he true, then tun anly j.ifv 
terror are to be moved, as tlie only riirans lu hriri:< h; 
virtue, but generally love to virtue, aiii! haticn! ttuice, 
shewing the rewards of one, and puniNlinimfs oft!u*od! 
at least, by rendering virtue always andahif% llanidjii 
shewn unfortunate ; and vice detestable, ihotigii it bsfe 
triumphant. 


4 f, then, the encouragement of virtue uih! diHtH{|r4p!^ 
20 of vice be the proper ends of poetry in fnigetly* jiltra: 
terror, though good means, are not the only. For all t 
passions, in their turns, are to be scl in a IcrfiieiU : ;bi\ 
anger, love, fear, are to be used as the poeFs coiniiioii.ihre 
and a general concernment for the prindpul m 
raised, by making them appear stidi in their dwr.utm.ifc. 

words, and actions, as will interest the .tu.iirtue in ii,f 
lortunes. 

‘And if, after alf in a larger acnac, pity raiiij.reI,eH,]s ik 

..r, 

forte ta'l, ten let ns consider wlMlior llni Kiijlbl, bi 



} ighed, that we my me wlicilut ilf 



nuriu .'i. 
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arc of ag.iinst our coun- 

trviBcn. 

‘Tis cvilicni ihi's.- wlii« li Ju- urraigns have moved 

both tluisv iM’ ' i'‘'i ■ >11 •* •!' stage. 

‘To givt' dte jd"')' *'* ■‘"■'y hum the poet, and to 

place it npon dv ;o t.v<, sn mn unjust. 

‘Out* n'aw'n i: , hi'i .lu'ii' actors they have found, 
the event has hci-u the ■..mx*. ih.it is, the same passions have 
been always ninvrti, whhlt slu-ws that there is something of 
force ami* tm fit in the plavs iheiiiselves conducing to the 10 
de.sign of raising 'drsf two passiotis: and suppose them ever 
to have heeti cxi'cllenily .irted. yet action only adds grace, 
vigour, asid nnuc hie upon the stage, hut cannot give it 
I'wholly wh.'i'c it in not fust. lUtl, secotnlly, I dare appeal to 
those who haw ncvri seen thmi acted, if they have not 
found these two pas .ions luoved within them ; and if the 
general voie.- will tarty tt. Mr. Kymer's prejudice will take 

off his 

‘This, heing ni.titet of fait, is rcasonaldy to be establi.shed 
by this api'ea! ; as if tiiie man says 'tis night, the rest of the ao 
world com hide it to Sie tlay ; there needs no fttriher argument 
against him, that it is so. 

‘If he uige th.tt the genera! taste is depraved, his argu- 
nieuts to prove this can at best hut evince that our poets 
took not the best way in rttme tliose passions ; but experience 
proves agaiithl him, tliiU tSiese means which they have used 
have been Mtnesslnl. am! liave protluced them. 

‘And one ie,tsoit of tli tl success is, in my opinion, this, 
that Shakspeaic amt Fk-tclmr have written to the genius of 
the age ami nation in wlikh they lived; for though nature, 30 
as he objects, is the same itt all places, and reason too the 
iume: yci the tdttmiic. the age, the disposition of the people 
to whom a pod writes, may be so different, that what pleased 
the Greeks wouhl not satisfy English aadience. 
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‘ And if they proceeded upon a foundation of truer 
to please the Athenians than Shakspeai-e and Fletcr 
please the English, it only shews that the Athenians " 
more judicious people ; but the poet’s business is certl'i' 
please the audience. ^ 

‘Whether our English audience have been pleased hitb 
with acorns, as he calls it, or with bread, is the next * 
tion; that is, whether the means which Shakspeare**” 
Fletcher have used in their plays to raise those nas* 
10 before named, be better applied to the ends by the Gr 
poets than by them. And perhaps we shall not yrant I 
this wholly : let it be granted that a writer is not to ran do, 
with the stream, or to please the people by their own J 
methods, but rather to reform their judgments, it still ren 
to prove that our theatre needs this total reformation. 

‘The faults, which he has found in their desiqis , 
rather^ wittily aggravated in many places than reatolb 
urge , and as much may be returned on the Greeks bvot 
who were as witty as himself. ’ 

'°of*theI^^ the foundado 

fabnc; only take away from the beauty of the svn 

metry : for example, the faults in the charactef of th 
etestable but only imperfections which accompany huma 

fell ' It '' 1°' ““r »' 

.dd»“ It '■Ik™.'", 

0"r kLis foU for we stab hhna 

point which the KM b •* 

gam on the audience, is not so 
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jnudi in tin* '!* r»iir.iiilri as ilit* riuslrtg an liorror ciJ' 

hiscrituns. 

' ‘That the rritninal sliraihl iHiiliiM' lie wholly guilty, nor 
whollv imii stilt, I'Ui •■'** i»;ii!u'i|i.ihiig iT hmh as to buivc l)nth 
pitjaiui i-« Uif.iiiilv A yjm4 ryli% Im! not prr|H‘mally 

lobe uhsti^sd; ih.a wm- in tiiak* all tragislies loo 
iiiuch ulik‘\ whs Is r'hyt. 's'ii l.r hm haa iiut fully 

aiisweri’th 

‘ To o in lut ha ! Ilf i*-h ’O' ; tio* |i!ayH of ihe sinciiiits are 

more eonviiiv ylfUif l 4.0'* umiv tieauiifully writieiu 10 

Amlif wtM an in; f | .r.'.iniiji as high fit wrirsf^VnuKkU 
it shews <iu- yvuAv^ •» fiagraly is yoailiu* ; for iu all Ollier 
parts of it, the hisgadi larve inainlrfaly t%tie!lcd ilieiuT 


1 hiK oiiyjual of ilir fiillrnvisig Iriter h preserveil in the 
library at Lituihfih, aii4 luiilly liiiji.iiliHl to the laihlic hy 
the Kcvciciui Ih. Vim*, 

.(>/iwi/hiw /ftm /^4ii Ih;rdah /eo/,, fa iis sms 

in //i.vV, *1 JiS. i« ifir marhd 

: Ah. u;,.b /% 

hi/i 

* hi lIlM^lritisiitio Pjg« 

Cailo |iiy*l«oi ikrtiaiiere 
ill loiiijfT A* S# 

*ln Rom^' 

‘Franca per Maiiiriiia, 

• Sept- the jJ, our style. [1697*] 

* Dear SoiiS, 

* lleiiig iienv lit !s|r Williafii Il«wycf*i in the country, I can- 
not whie ,ii large, hrtiiiiti! I litiil myself iomc what indisposed 
with a iolil, siipI am iliirl of licmring, rather worse than 1 30 
was in town, I am gktl to find by your teller of July adth, 
yoiir Kfyk, ili.tf yon are ^>lli In b«ltti| but wonder you 
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should think me so negligent as to forget to give you 
account of the ship in which your parcel is to come. 1 1 
written to you two or three letters concerning it, which 1 1 
sent by safe hands, as I told you, and doubt not but you li 
them before this can arrive to you. Being out of towr 
have forgotten the ship’s name, which your mother ’ 
enquire, and put it into her letter, which is joined with mi 
But the master’s name I remember, he is called Mr. Ral 
Thorp; the ship is bound to Leghorn, consigned to I 
!o Peter and Mr. Thos. Ball, merchants. I am of your opini( 
that by Tonson’s means almost all our letters have miscarri 
for this last year. But, however, he has missed of his desii 
m the dedication, though he had prepared the book for i 
for m every figure of ^neas he has caused him to be drav 
like Lmg William, with a hooked nose. After my return 
own, intend to altera play of Sir Robert Howard’s, writte 
long since, and lately put by him into my hands : 'tis calk 

==^uX In an hundre, 

This is Jublio ’ T “usic 

desire that kindness Le oft ""k" “ ^ “ 

!-ou1hirS^' r “ I hope .o s.,i 

which I willo-iveyou Michaelmas and Christmas, ol 
remember th^rouCei ;;^^^^^^ ' ^ 

sembling, though lawful in^""^ 

3=yet,foryoursakVltn . T® “T talent; 

nature, and keep P^^in openness of 

degenerate order. ■’“®*^/®®®ritments against that 

■rhh any manner of hopes ^ 

“orehand, never to be rewarded, 





u i 

tiii! timcH aIiw. Tinv,irt1^ |.lir* hVn ru 1 vi 

tills IllOildl, Srp|« lul^ru i L.n!i'-. ^^ill |n.‘gi|i in lit 

perfect iicallh, tn Ir.-, uiiitli, «,c!i;vC :: 

nj’self, I am siik- c* and all liidi^siu 1 m\.- 

ia])pciuHl acronliiirlv Im tlw \vt \ iliai | predit t.'d ihnn; 

i hopcat the saiiir lun»' in na M\a’r !i:i*»re aMonfni^C in 

ny at»v. Kciiitiuhrr uir Im p. *i.i' f larry, prayers I 

ariiesth’ dedre. 3!^ • Va-ir lAUivtuk in ilie wnrld ftrymi.l 
isdestalor niv r\|.r, Mpf as. Ynn kiimv tlir jM'Mfiis iiiia.h: 
ave iHSMiisinh', Ini! iiriihei mv t i»irNi:irraa,* n4ir mv linianii i<i 
■mild Huticr nw in iih lUrtn : \mi f never cam repem n( my 
}nstaiic}\ since 1 am iliniMiiglilv persnactia! «f ihi* jusiiu? n{ 
le cause for whkh 1 siiilfm. Ii lias pirami (hnl tu raise \ip 
any Iricmls tn iiir iiniMSigsi my rmaiikm, ihey vvlm 

il.dit to Iiavt: \htu my (nnuh an^ m-y.lycrm of me. am 
lied Iruliruirr, and I aiiiiHi go sm with this knier, whitdi 1 
'sirc jmi to excuse* ; am* am 

'* Ymir must afthi ifonate father^. 

*JimN Ifovnmvd 






POPE. 





I'ori'. 






toXANimu I'...'.- 'V..H h,.n i» T.n»,l..u. 

■ents whose i;u»k or st.iihui w.r. itrver . w«. .tn 

[nformed that they wrie ot ■ jvuth- blnn.l ;* iha! hr. aih.-r 
fa family of Whi.h the Ka>l of IKovue was lim Imml .md 

I 

lYork who h.u! hk.-wi ihtm- sons, oim of whoit. h.ul th. 

honour of ki!h-a. and the nth.-, nf .Itn.,,'. u, tin- smn e 

of Charles I.; the thit.l was ,„a.!.- a f;e„.-,a! ..Jh..-, ,u • 
from whom ih.- sisfr it.h.'ut.sl what liaf 

feitures hail IfU in llm faitiily. 

TCh uml this oolv. is tnh! hy Ihnn--. 

./i tei,,..,.. 

■Inn what he was. U is allnwed that h<- gfw nth by ^ 

out whether f \hrHackett 

oovered, till M.^v.-.s t..hl. n„ the mtihoniy nf Mts. Raukitt 

The wms a line,'. d.a,e, m the St.amh Ruth .aa-nts w-crc 

Tif was fr.mt his birth nf a c«„stiiution lemler wk! de- 
licateihut is said to have shewn an.a.kahk 
sweetness of th- tH-silam. 'f he weakrwss of hm l»iij cot | 

..MwW. Hi. «"■;•■.■,. t'", . 1 fnl 

« m iil.-n.i|4 .I.'" ‘i'"''' f"".'"'” 

■''tSti »■«. .■»..• ... .a.»t 1“ «" “ "12 

an aunt; ami when he was seven «r e«biycar» oW, became 
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a lover of books. He first learned to write by imitai 
printed books; a species of penmanship in which herelaj 
great excellence through his whole life, though his ordim 
hand was not elegant. 

\'VTien he was about eight he was placed in Hampsl 
under Taverner, a Romish priest, who, by a method vi 
rarely practised, taught him the Greek and Latin rudiiaa 
together. He was now first regularly initiated in poetry] 
the perusal of Ogilby’s ‘ Homer,’ and Sandys’s ‘Ovid Ogifc 
ro assistance he never repaid with any praise; but of Sandysl 
declared, in his notes to the ‘Iliad,’ that English poetry ot 
much of Its present beauty to his translations. Sandys « 
rarely attempted original composition. 

From Ae care of Taverner, under whom his proficient 
was considerable, he was removed to a school at Twyfoii 
near Winchester, and again to another school about L 

sometimes to stroll toil, 
p a house, and was so delighted with theatrical exhibition, 

sTnni nf intermixed, which he persuaded h 

te T: "V"' of his master^ 

oener, who personated Afax . ° 

u> niter afTwj-foritlhJT",'’*'' 

a lampoon. Ye 

tkan a fourth part of ft. I? "• 

<a«e proporhrin Ll 1 " >•' '“P' ‘ 

“»t his loss was great “ '““P* >>' ““at* 

He tells of himsf^lf u* 
bers;’ and used to say that" he^co'lH 
«'hen he began to make verses T '■«“e“ber the tinn. 
might have been said of K' ' ® fiction it 

in his cradle, ‘ the bees sw™ Kndar, that when helaj 

“^es swarmed about his mouth.’ 





127 


About tht' timi* ili«‘ Krvuhiiiuu his father, who was un- 
doubtedly the sinideu blast of |..)o|nsh pros- 
perity, qoittrt! hiH :iiid rrlioni to Binfu’KI, in Windsor 

Forest, NUtb ahtuii twmiy iliMiisajiB pounds ; for wliicli, being 
cousei«*n{inuslv tb if’iuniiiHl umj to entrust it to the Govern- 
ment, he found no Isrii, r use than that of locking it up in a 
clicst, aiui UiksHi; loan ii wlial his expenses required; and 
bis life w.i:; bui/, to rHinaiine a great part of it before 

his son f.une to iiihriiiance. 

To liinib !»I Pope was t'alled by his fuher when he waste 
"about KO'lve irars old ; and there he had fur a few months 
;tlie a-dstiun e of one Iteaue, another fmesh of whom he 
doinifil Old) to ruitaiue a liide of I'nlly's ^OOlcesd How 
Mr. Ikune ruuld sprinh with a buy who had translated so 
'imudi of tlvul, Kiiiiie iijuiiihs over a Mu.dl part of Ttilly’s 
lyOlficos/ it k now vain in einphre. 

Of a ynnih wi niiir* n, ‘dully eiuployed, and so conspicuously 
Impnavd, a ndiiiile atauuui mut4. t»e nalttrally desired ; but<1 
curiuiuty inn*4 be i onienied with i r miused, imperfect, and some- 
Itimrs iinprnlulde iulelliKrnee, Pu|n% futding little advantage 20 
Trorn cxteuial In-Ip, irsulved lln-tuefurward to direct himself, 
^and at iwrlve fuiiurd a plan of study wlucli he completed 
,\vith little Ollier im ifrinenl iliaii the rlesire of cKcellence. 

lbs piiiii.uy ami priinipal put pose was to be a poet, with 
,wbieh his lailnr au;idriiia!Iy auicurred, by proposing sub- 
jetts, anil uliligiiig hiin lu rtirreii his perforinances by many 
revisalu ; after wlm li iht* ohl gentleman, when he was satisfied, 
would say, *TlirM, are guuil rhyiiiesd 

In hk peHis.il rif ilie Kiiglish poels he soon distinguished I 
the vriMib aiKUi of lh)ili*ii» which he considered as the model |o 
l« be ?4iidird, aiiil WMi ifii|ireiiieil with such veneration for his j 
imtimun'f that hr jirriuadcd some friends to take him to thei 
colli’i! Iitjina.! wliitji liryckit frequented, and: pleased himself ^ 
Willi iaut.K «xn . ^ /) 
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Dryden died May i, lyoi, some days before Pope i 
twelve; so early must ^therefore 
harmon}^, and the zeal ,pfgenius.yv \\mo does not wishtl 
Dryden could have known the value of the homage that ^ 
paid him, and foreseen the greatness of his young admireri 
The earliest of Pope's productions is his ^Ode on Solitui 
j^^^^-j^written before he was twelve, in which there is nothing md 
^ than other fonvar^boys have attained, and which is not eq^ 
to Cowley's performances at the same age. 
lo His time was now spent wholly in reading and writiiii 
As he read the Classics, he amused himself with translate 
them; and at fourteen made a version of the first booku 
the Thebais, which, with some revision, he afterwards pul) 
lished.^ He must have been at this time, if he had no he| 
a considerable proficient in the Latin tongue. 

By Dryden s * Fables,' which had then been not long nub* 
lished, and were much in the hands of poetical readers, he 
was tempted to try his own skill in giving Chaucer a more 
ashionable appearance, and put ‘January and May,^ and the 

« Pro ogue of the Wife of Bath/ into modern English. H, 

translated likewise the ‘Epistle of Sappho to Phaon’ froi, 

U'ld, to complete the version, which was before imperfect; 

and wrote some other small pieces, which he afterward 
printed. 

hav?JZf T and professed 

Chester’s ‘Silence,’ after Ro 
and in the 'T' formed his versification,! 

but this is numbers surpassed his originalij 

StSeS d r'? r ^ "O' 

in Windsor Forest. attainable by a boy of fourteen 

sources of knowMge opening to himself new 

teage, by making himself acquainted with 



modern ninl ri*!nra*,'4 fur a lime to London, that 

tie might vSliuiy ihrinh and Italian, whidi, as he desired 
iiothing more tlmn to lead ihnu, were Iry diligent application 
soon dt'spalclieiL (If Iiah.iii learning he does not appear to 
lavecvcr imule luta h ee.r -n his ,Mt!>sei|uent Hindics. 

He then reiurneil lo Unilirld, atnl delighted inmself willi 
is own pneiry. He inrd .i|| ^a vles, aini many snl)jects. He 
sfrole a comedy, a fr,t|'.rdy, an e|ee poem, with panegyrics on 
ill the pritiees cd Ihiiope ; and as he confessim, * thought 
linisrlf the greafe;4 ilia! ever was/ Self Cianlidimce is lo 

k first regnisile to gteaf tiinhaiaking^ ; he. imleed, win) 
brm.s Ills upinitm of liini*»r!f in Holiintie, without knowing 
le powers of telui nirig m \*i-ry hahk lo error; Inil it was 
he feliihy of hope lo laie liiiiisrlf at his real value. 

Most of his pUfoile piudm Oon- were, hy his rnaturerjudg- 
nent, afteiwaids d«'>40'yrd ; WIcamler,* the epic poem, was 
mrnt f^y tlic I'lerjamsirm ot Aiierlniry. Hie tragedy was 
3 inuhd en tii«‘ Irg.'iid iff tdenevieve* Of the comedy 
leiv is no aecuunf. 

(amcernitig his Mtidies it h related tiuit he translated io 
\i!ly H)n Old Ason' am! iliai, he?%ideH his books of poetry 
nd criiirisni, he hm 4 dVinpfi/H * Kssays' and * Locke on 
luman UndersfaiHliiigd llis reading, though his fovourite 
utliors are not kiiowri, appears lo have l>eeni sufficiently 
Ktcasive and imiliifaiioiis ; for liis early pieces shew, with 
jflicicnt evidrnofg liii knowkilge of Imoki. 

He iliat is pleased wiili liiiiwtlf, easily imagines that he 
mil please oiliers, Williaiti Trumbal, who had been 
nlmssador at C'liiiHiaiiliiiople, tmi Secretary of State, when 
3 rtiircil from fucrd tiis residence in the neigh- 

3urliooil of iliiilirlil ikjie, not yet siiteen, was introduced 
nhi* htatoMiiait uf ami so dislingtilshed himself, that 
tir interviews ciideil ill friendiliip and comspondence. 

Dpe WiiF, iliroiigli lii« wliiik life, ambMous of, splendid 
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acquaintance, and he seems to have wanted neither dilicr^. 
nor success in attracting the notice of the great ; for""-- 
his first entrance into the world, and his entrance was ' 
early, he was admitted to familiarity with those whose r- 
or station made them most conspicuous. 

From the age of sixteen the life of Pope, as an auth 
may be properly computed. He now ^ wrote his Paste- 
which were shewn to the poets and critics of that time * 
they well deserved, they were read with admiration 
10 many praises were bestowed upon them and upon the I- 
face, which is both elegant and learned in a high des-r*. 
they were, however, not published till five years afterwards. 

Cowley, Milton, and Pope, are distinguished amono- d 
English poets by the early exertion of their powers; 
the works of Cowley alone were published in his childho? 
and therefore of him only can it be certain that his pueri; 
performances received no improvement from his matur* 
studies. 

At this time began his acquaintance with Wycherlev, i 
20 man who seems to have had among his contemporaries h 
full share of reputation, to have been esteemed wither 
virtue, and caressed without good>humour. Pope was proui: 
of his notice ; Wycherley wrote verses in his praise, which h 
was charged by Dennis with writing to himself, and thr 
agreed for a while to flatter one another. It is pleasant 
remark how soon Pope learned the cant of an author, an: 
began to treat critics with contempt, though he had y-, 
suffered nothing from them. 

But the fondness of Wycherley was too violent tolds, 
30 His esteem of Pope was such that he submitted some poem 
his revision, and when Pope, perhaps proud of such con« 
fidence, was sufficiently bold in his criticisms, and liberal h 
his alterations, the old scribbler was angry to see his pages 

' 1704. 
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iefaced, ami felt iiuw pain finm iltR^iterclion than cnm.a.t 
|om the anu.'miuirui nl lu‘> f mil**. I licy jwilcil ; Init rnju- 

ilvays consiilered him with kiiuinc«M, and viMtcd hitn a little 
ime before he ilh'd. 

Another of liiH caily < urt.".|«.m!r!it'i was Air. CiiMmvcII, of 
-homlhave leanu-.l ii.ahim; paru. nlar Inn that he use, 1 Hr 
ide a-huntiii)^ in a tve-wi;.’,. Ih* "'as lunil, and in'ihaps v.iin, 
jfamusing hmiM-ir wiili am! i titirism. and M.m.iiun's 

tent Ills iierforinant fs i" "h>» did nni foilii-ar «it1t ir- 

jiarks as were miw and ihini tni«>'I. Mine, rope, in his to 
jirn, put the juvenih- vu a.m uf • i^iatins’ iitlo his hands fur 
Sorreetion. 

|Thcir corrcspundiau’f afTiitded the imhlk: its first know- 
Wge of Popf’.s t'pi-.tol.iij pu^cis, fur Ids letirr.s wt-n’ given 
Icromwell to urn- Mu.. 'riiunias, and she many years aftcr- 
^rdssold th(in lu I'uil. "ho in.sritvd them* itJ a volume 
if his Wisceilaiiirs. 

Walsh, a nanie ycl pn sctvrd amung the tnintrr ports, was 
me of his first ein'uni.igft'i. lim rrg.nd was gained Ity llie 
fastorals, and from hint l’u}w rririvi-d the counsel by which jo 
| e seems tu have icpaii.tlrd itis stnilirs. \\ hum. 
fa corre stnv-sSi which, as he tuU! him, the Knglisfi poets had 
Itherto neglected, anil whirh iherehne was left to him as a 
ftsis of fame ; ami. being delighted with rural poems, re- 
jomraended to hitn to write » pastoral comedy, tike those 
shich are read so cageily in Italy, a design which Fojre pro- 
jably did not apprtive, as he tlid not fallow it. 

Pope had now declared himstelf a jmet, and Uiinking him- 
fclf entitled to puctieal convcrwiion, Iwgan at aeventcen dji. 
ifaqu fflit Wiir s, a colTec-honse on Uic north side of, Russell- 30 
toeetin Coveiinganlett, w^iere t he wits of dirt J|me us^ te. 
I ftembk*. and where Dryden had, when neuved, been 
lECUStomed to preside. 


• ifty. 
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During this perial .,f his iii.. i... w.u iiuh-fri - il,!,. rf 
and insatiiihly curious : tt.nui;, ; i; .t,';!; *,,, 
for csiH'nsivc plc.isur.- . ,n,.i h.uu ■ .'.s’ •'? 

self very strung d.si;,-, nf in- i’,., ,,,.d 1,!"^ 

nntch of his time .tver hi ; ImhI . ; i,,!- h.- i 'i ^ 
his mind with lints and inu.;,' . 
presented witii nndi.vineni .h.n" v.i: ^ 'i .,i ! '■' m 

for 

however, all the liienlti.-s w.-n- .,tun. .• m-.nh '“.’l 

10 Judgment is foru-d np.m n. hv , «j , ,, jp, 

many^hoolts nnw u.m|.u,' ..|,n.um .pt,, 

aiiil hi* t nta| i.yr-., ||||J * -t » ’ 

^ reject, and prefer. Hm a. r..um eio-n hr hi.tS 
^ studies was, that frum fomteen m («, „;v 1.,- „ „i „„i„j 
^ amusement fmm twenty m twentr „ to,- 
^ and mstrucnon; that in tin- ti, a „i da., L J 

i he 'Pastorals,’ Whhh had i,., bj 

^ JO about amongymets and ei ill.. . ai U t punn-d (i;o«) 

> vF T '*»'*'• ‘ * 

y praised by Addison in the • Spe,_ut..r ’ « ul, .aiih, imt li| J 
aoity, met with .so much favour as mrayrd f tennis, ■ wfo') 



Omr «lirn .11 foe mrlj k„„ ,,,, 



1,(1 not only s;uv that sl.is a * I a, ".w- 

launw, with tln> uiun.^l f,.!- •i.-.-.l ,iu.! ..thuMa, . nj !■ 'a 

LtalItl.is'vusdMn.* by a Intb- ail-at..,! 

fethin-vinhis inonlh at Hh* N.utir luiio bn! i,u:h. Ynclani, 

M.il.f(oodMnU!.unlanv.a.nty.a>.d,»avu,un>n.yv. 

. How the utl.iok was .Uu-l.Htim' ts »»! --asth j.nw.usl, 

iorhowhis p-rson is d.-pMniarr.i ; InU h.- som.s tuh.V' 
Ln som-tlmn, nf IN-P-'h .b.u.....-,, n, wl.nu «nv 1 - 
psoovcnHl an apprliu- t.t talk ni-. ijcjin-nti)' .4 bs. ,aut 

: The painplM is su.li as la-.. jn^d*' '>'• osj t<-a to 
Iclate. lie (.iippHsr , l.irusr-ir m l>" .> kr4 iw- .pir" simus, 
tether the ‘ Kssay ' will htta rol, ,uni who or «hat >s lln- 

*its success lie uihviits !>» be m tii.-d by l!i<* false npinioiw 
len prevalent ; ihi* autlun he unjihules n» he •young ana 

%rst, because he <lis,;oveis a stinh imcv treyond his hitle 
Mity, and hath rashly tindeMakni a task intiintely above h.s 
breo. Secninlly, while this hole iuitlntr struts, anti alTecfs ao 
k dietalorian air. he pl.uidy shews that at the same tiiiu? he 
sunder the rod ; and while he jneieiidH to give l.iw toothers, 
sapedautu: slave to authouiv and opinion. 'Ihirdly.he 
Btli, like sdiiHilhovs, hollowed both from living ami dead, 
hmllily, he knows not his own mind, and frnjuenily con- 
radicts' huiiHeli'. lolildy, he is alm«»»t !«fpi*tu.ill>’ in the 

'' Alhhese positions he atiemiua to prove hy riuotations and 
marks, hut hU rlesirc l» do mischief i» Rreatn than Ins 
tmver. He has, however, justly criUdsed *ame passages in 30 

hesi* liiH'S 

"'Tlffir arr^ti»m llrivtn Iba* wltH 

Yci viMii m miieh mgiiin to wii^« it I ^ 

For wil iiid it* it 


,U| j« ‘ 

f f. ^ 


j/' 
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POPK. 

It is apparent that wit has two ,„ .„ ■ 
wanted, though called wit. is truh . ; »1 

is undoubtedly right; hut, uot .Uu7'L^° 
wdl have a little mirth, a„,i triu.nphs over l 
terms too elegant to !,e forgotten * > ' , “"P‘ 

numbers are here 1 Would’ not on . 

•■’ter ha<i espoused some anti.pru!";' 
got the gout in her decrepit at;.., wiuVh un’l ! T ‘f 
tiamnably.' This was the tuat. who v , "r 
«o sinking into barbarity. M 

detttcTMe of loit’Tihn 

The first edition had this line':^'* " 

•Wh.at is this wit ., LiL 

wanted. ««rn-d ; nad ...naVd where ac,,«i,-dj. 

The person that xvants this wirn'm-'inV", 
tl>e scorn shews the honour which t ' ‘ 

?°wit/ Of this remark Pope made hasft 

ing the passage. 

‘Forhis aoqurtr^! ‘’"'“'I' 

who had by^ nrm^iis^^ ! ‘ ^nW^J 

reckons absolutely necessary to '1* 

that he was, like t his Ts^ ^ ^ery cerj 

tV^aoJaiUfl his person and esno^, ‘ , as a ^ 

a the veiy bow of tfi. Goj simrt, eyuflb jfenlltni),| 

! ™»r to oiWe pe„„„„| ,elleoao,„( [I, ,, 



POPF: 


nr* 

. .,,nu- Irp iv.Mm tn thank lUf 

;,tol the ancients; J ut ..t' (.ivcan 

,,v law I..J the 

ts, and Ini' l'^'> , . ^ j ,„i h.iii-er than 

„,,ai,.»i "I .„.M1... 

.,„tof one Oi his ,,„a,'mi.l.S.hs 

person of a gent an. ^ ^ liait/nkniH ; ii 

L inward man is it he that ni 

impossible that Im, <h 

downright moil a.t.-H irtun Immauio 

shape, as liismitu^'”"^^^^ ^^ l,«siility h.-uv.-.-n I’nim 

.understanding. H'ln - wi .IwiJ.J ihr a slnnt 

md Dennis, which, diuu ji 5,,,... 

dme, never was J'l’' ‘^^ ' ‘ thiitmli In- aUvavs pnife-ssml to 

that he felt liis ftnit. in Inn expect ih^ 

Ofthis J^ssay^ ’fn-utlema» in sixty, even 

sale to be qnmh Jk .. ■ i ,, t-uul ii ' The >?t‘»iilfmen, 

of liberal education, cnihi u.uha 1.1.1 1 • 

“dtheeducatimiol tlmt u,^ hu-ntiaual a tlioiiHund 

character than they an, "i ui- 

copiesasanimuirous inn'»'ss'«>»- p 

Dennis was ’“’J ‘ contempt, and 
thought the monks u< -it . ^ objections he 

too sltulioiiHly praised; but to tuese oij s 

. had not much regard. Prench by Hamilton, 

The ‘ Essay ’ has been translated into l rtnen uy 
me j.ssa)< . /Vi.nmont.’ whose version was 

author of the ‘Comic de King for 

never printed; by Robmhaw, J ■yt^’sH-burton, io 

who has discovered in it Hueti artier _ .„,.„4.d by tlie 

M p„ceiv,d by A,Mi»n, .»», » » «»4 “T 

Euthoti , * r iili s*o fkr 

Almost every poem, consisting of p«cep , 
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arbitrary and unmethodical that many of the paragt; 
may change places with no apparent inconvenience; fi 
two or more positions, depending upon some remote 
general principle, there is seldom any cogent reason why 
should precede the other. But for the order in which, 
stand, whatever it be, a little ingenuity may easily m, 
reason. ‘It is possible,’ says Hooker, ‘ that by long cira 
duction, from any one trath all truth may be inferred ' 
all homogeneous truths, at least of all truths respecting 
10 same general end, in whatever series they may be prods, 
a cojica^atio n by intermediate ideas m ay be fonned,s 
as, when it is once shewn, shall appear natural ; but if 
order be reversed, another mode of connection em, 
specious may be found or made. Aristotle is praised 
naming fortitude first of the cardinal virtues, as thatyvith 
which no_ other virtue can steadily be practised; bnt 
might, with equal propriety, have placed prudences 
justice before it, since without prudence fortitude is ns 
Without justice, it is mischievous. 


. . ^ ^ mac senes issu 

ciently regular that avoids obscurity; and where there is 
obscunty it will not be difficult to discover method. 

in the < Spectator’ was published the ‘ Messiah,’ whicli 
first submitted to the perusal of Steele, and corrected 
compliance with his criticisms. 

C on thp froin his Letters, that the vers 

' I scgh. hiuess ..,2 

“’m' I I'"”' h 

<»«M tnist hf'stafom,aon’‘'sht' '* 

rank and hr<r.-f . ^ of eminei 

given op rSat 

P oper education, expected, like other guardian 
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iat she should nuAe nl h-ast an .'Mual .natch; and Huch l.c 
deposed to her, Iml hmud it ivj.rtcd ... lavut.r ut a vuung 

overs, and fimlins th- youn;.. lady d. t,.n.n..cd nj ah.de hy 

,er own choice, he Mipposed s, ,.n;;ht do u-h.u 

^an rarely be done by aripiin.-ius, and sent her lino a io. cign j 

iountry, where she was nhlipcl to cainwse o.dy w.ih those 
bin whom her uncle had n.uhni;'; 10 loar. 

' Her lover took care to iv|»ru, his vows; Inil his lotlors 10 

, are intercepted and carried to her ^..-ai dia.., who di.vcl.nl ^ 

jer to be watched with mill greater visda.nv ; till nl ‘•"’’F'" 

iestraint she grew so imiiatieut. lliat she lir.hed a wtm.aii- 
jervant to procure her a .sw.nd, which she directed to her 

(ieart _ . 

i pfoin tills account, given wtili evii!«uit ■intention to raise 

the lady’s character, it does not appear that she had any ' 
claim to praise, nor unieh to eu.itp.ission. She seems to 
have been impatieut, violent, a.nt ungovernaldc. Her uncles 
power could not have I.u.umI long; the hour of liberty 
choice would have coin.- in time. Hut her desires were too 
hot for delay, and she liked s.-lf murd.-r lieiter than suspense. 

; Nor is it discovered that the utiele, whoever he was, is 
withmuch juslic- tlelivere.l to posterity as ‘ a false guardian , 
he seems to have done only that for which a guar.lian is 
appointed ; he endeavmirei! to ilireet his niece till she should 
be able to direci lu-rM-lf. Poetry has not often liecn worse 
employed ihaii in dignifying the amorous fury of a raving 
girl 

Not long after he wrote the ‘ Raj« of the I-ock,* th^e^QSiyo 
airy, the m()st_ ingeuu^ju.d 
fflmPQsiii onii occamoiujil by a frolic of 

toiliaj, in whid. Lord Petre cui offa lock of Mrs. Arabella 
Fermor’s hair. This, whether stealth or violence, was so 



much resented, that the commerce of the two families, bef- 
very friendly, was interrupted. Mr. Caryl, a gentleman -r 
being Secretary to King James’s Queen, had followed ^ 
mistress into France, and who being the author of’” 
Solomon Single,’ a comedy, and some translations, ? 
entitled to the notice of a wit, solicited Pope to endeavor; 
reconciliation by a ludicrous poem, which might bring b- 
the parties to a better temper. In compliance with Can 
request, though his name was for a long time marked oi 
10 by the first and last letter, C — 1 , a poem of two cantosis 
written (1711), as is said, in a fortnight, and sent to i 
offended lady, who liked it w^ell enough to shew it; ai 
with the usual process of literary transactions, the au| 
dreading a surreptitious edition, was forced to publish it. 

The event is said to have been such as was desired;! 
pacification and diversion of all to whom it related, exci 
Sir George Brown, who complained with some bitterne 
that, in the character of ‘ Sir Plume,’ he was made to t 
nonsense. Whether all this be true, I have some doiil 
20 for at Paris, a few years ago, a niece of Mrs. Fernior,^ 
presided in an English convent, mentioned Pope’s worbii 
very little gratitude, rather as an insult than an honour; ai; 
she may be supposed to have inherited the opinion offe 
family. . 

At its first appearance it was termed by Addison fm 
Pope, however, saw that it was capable of improven^ 
^ and, having luckily contrived to borrow his machinery froi 

the Rosicrucians, imparted the scheme with which his h 
was teeming to Addison, who told him that his work, asi 
30 stood, was 'a delicious little thing,’ and gave him noes 
couragement to retouch it. 

This has been too hastily considered as an instance i 
Addison’s jealousy ; for, as he could not guess the conte 
of the new design, or the possibilities of pleasure comprise 
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fiction of which there l.ml Ih'oii no oxainplos. he tniRl.t 
:; rLonably and kh.dly persuade the nuth.tr tu acpnesce 
1 his own prosperity, and fori .ear an atlen.pl which he «>n- 
idered as an unnecessary hazanh 

Addison's counsel was happily rejected Pop- 
le future efllorcscence of iinaKeiv then l.nddiiiK m his mind, 
nd resolved to spare no art or industry of eultivation. l ie 
oft luxuriance of his fancy was already shooting, and all lli. 

■av varieties of diction were ready at Ins hand to colour and 

"Hirattempt was jnstiiie.l hy its sncc.-ss, ^ 'riie ‘ Rape of ^ 
oe Lock’ stands forward, in the classes of liteiatiire, as 
lost exquisite example <if ludicrous poetry. Jhnktjy eon- 
■ratulated him upon the diNplay of powi-rs moretnil)' poeti- -rf 
al than he had shewn before; with elegance of deseriplinn C? 
nd justness of precepts, he hmiiiow exhibited boimlireKS 
irtilir^rniTOirumT t r _ 

THelilwaji elmsT.lered the interinixnire of the inachmery 
idth the action as his most h,iu;eessfu! exertion of poetical 
rt He indeed could never afterwards produce anything of ro 
uch unexampled excellence. Those performances which 
trike with wonder, arc coiiihinalions of skilful genius with | 
.auPY casualty; and it i.s not likely that any felicity, 
he discovery of a new race of preter iiaturd ^ agent s, sliould 

lappen twice to the sanie man. ^ 

Of tills poem the author was, I think, allowed to enjoy the 
iraise for a long time witliout disturbance. Many years after- , 
rards Dennis jiuhlished some remarks upon It, with I 

ittle fofwrWTwith no effect; for the opinion of the public 
m already settled, anil it wa.s no longer at the mercy ot .to 

criticism. ^ ■ i 

About this time he published the ‘ T e m p te of 
which, as he tells Steele in their coneBpw»et»c«» he naa 
written two years iK-fore ; that it, wton he^w^only twenty- 




learaiii»an 

■"‘‘ary^niuch observation as that work exhibits. 

On this poem Dennis afierwards pulilislieci some reniarb 
of which the most reasonable is, that Siiinc of tlie lines r! ' 
sent Motion as exhibited by Sculpture. 

Of the Epistle from * Khn'sa to Abdarik* I do not hoi 
the date His first inclination an;|il.i a composiiio';" 
that tender kind arose, as I\rr, told me fron^ p 

perusal of Eagrig ‘Nut-brown Maid.' How much he l“ 

10 surpassed Prior’s work it is not iifccssiny to lueniion, wi® 
perhaps it may be said with jus! ice that he has (!xccl!ed cvef 
composition of the same kind. 'I'lie inixtui'e of relitry 
hope and resignation givra an clev.tii.ni ami dignity to di. 
appointed love, which images merely natural cannot besto»| 
The gloom of a convent strikes the iin.igiu.uion witlife/ 
greater force than the solitude of a grove. 

This piece was, however, not much his favourite in hk* 
latter years, though I never heard upon wh.ii principloli- 
slighted it. * 

lie puhlishe.I < Windsor Forest'' 
of which part was, as ho relates, writteii at , sixteen, 
same time as his Pastorals ; and thj:fetc^-lnlr?;va.s adde! 
aterwaids: where the w,> are not told 

The lines relating to the _rcae<1^cotfd th.'ir own dale It 
IS dedicated to Lord Lansdownc. who w.is then l.ieh in r pn- 


orit's ; and it Is said 


. tation and influence among the , ... 

Reports like this are nfietk^M 
3oshould A^r to their evidence. Wl.v 

ct.f„nw'rr sr'f'S" *■ 

could' nnienr. ■ r ^ ^ ^ coiitruriuiy of opinion 

p on a politician, he would not Jive a day* and 
a poet, he must have felt Pone'w • " * » ’ ' 

from p„„ „f hi° wo^r "" 







The u.rl.iiu th.U l.<- «<■» ^''l‘l»‘--''‘'‘* 

,odd confcSH j ; " ; his Uv.H.rU. ; 

bis discontent llut 1 ,,,. h,, 

for bavins ,,„.i «l,. ii Ikn-is imt.hsln'.i ^ 

introduced It „.,i ,,„!.* a t.. vimhuiU- hut u* 

j^emarUy'"'' j. „j ihc l-Huaj id Jul.u 

;j;5^ehisfnend.b -t 

Coinis. ,...r,.v,. tint Athlisnti gave no fit 

IS,,. 


, H» >. 


couragem™^ ^’.^"'’,■',",'.,'1 i.iaiiiMn, .Sail '11a 'iniK'igi' - 

Bbe ncglgg'‘*‘l, \'<i > j ' 

IB «* ,... ,„i„m,-. ,. ....* - ,/ 

“■'"«■■ ^ * 

^ .-nn. ,„«u.y ^ ^ 

hisofBoiousiwsH. . (*,„.u.li.u»' th<! ironical JO 

comparison hctwnn sli Ui.-ratutc, to wln‘h \ ^/ 

■■■i» .u,.,>w,y or 

«. hw.'„io„dy ,fc. n,l.l.',l. a>»l .1.0 W’lo ^ 'j 


Philips so KkiUuUy luriornnl, th. - „ gj.oidd be f , 

m unwilling to ^ J writer's design 

ofiendcd. A<W-n not- ,,, aisA 


offended. AddisMU inn««lialety },i, ’^gl^ 

ind, u It »™a. "'''•'“ ‘'' “ Md, by in«lti”e k"* 

It appean. that ^ 14 "* witb^ta^ “of pitry, 

sKnation to uniui the .ui «' He ^as 

and put himself under the tuition J 

, * - • r . yt. I-*! 


irl^, 




■CaM 
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and therefore not fi.»nur.! fsv r 

he tried, however, how far ha w.uld a.lv.uK:,. a„, !. 
persuaded his friends to sit. A piiuiiv 
posed to be drawn hv him, uas in U,,. S| 

Mansfield: if this was tah.-n (i,,ia th.' lir,. T"”' 
begun to paint earlier; fur H, n,nv 1'.,??'’ 
ambition of this new art i>r<..ii!. i , ^"1*! 

to Jervas, which certaiiilv .shew iiis ..u-vit 
have been told fcu the,- i.-.,,,. 1,,.. 

esteem; and after hi.s death in.hh-.i....i. nn,,,., 
version into modern EnKli.sh of Ch.uuvr’s IV. 1 ’! 

one of his Talcs, which, as w.ih i.l.u..,, } 

believed to have been the pe.f.n.i.ui, .• ..f I-,,.;, i,;, ’ 



whS'At Csi:.i4f 

which he had hitherto written, hmv.v r t ty i IT 
^0 diffused his name, had made verv hide ad 1 iL 
tune. The allowance which his'fm.,., , 

proportioned to what he had it mi ti i n ' 

any civil employment and 1 ,. O''vupaiion o( 

'saas 

w nir! “ “'rr™ “ * 

P«fc 

which this expedient wa« » i f «*»>i‘lerahle work for, 
Dryden’s ‘Virgil' and it' *'* 

success when ‘Tatlers' were 

* Spence. * 

* I7IJ, 
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There was reason to In-lU;v,. .hal Pope's attempt woul.l be 
fill He was in thi- I'nll Mtjom oi nTiulation, .uitl was 
Sly known to alnn.. all whonr di;,nity of e.nployn.eul 'V 
^Sdourofivimtation iuul made eminent; be lunversed 
differently with both parties, and never disSurbed the i>ub!u; 
Ihis political oi.iuions; rm l h _mi;;bt be nalur.dly ex- 
,1 „g eT,ch faction then lioasted its hleraiy zeal, that the 

gLtmen,whoon<aheroeeasiou:,innaiseda^^^ 

fopposition, would .•mulne e.u h otl.er t.r ihe.r em:o«.ar;c- 
lent of a poet who delT.hted all, and l.y whom none had.o 

^^Wwfthose hopes he onVred an F-n.tvlish ‘ lhad' to snlr- 
scribers, in six volumes in <inarie>, Ibr six i^mneas; a sum, 
according to the value of money at that time, liy no meatis 
inconsiderable, and greater ih.m I believe to have been ever 

asked before. His im.posal, however, w.m very lavourably 
received, anti the jiatrons of literature were to reeom- 

Zd Ids undertaking and promote his interest. Lord t )x- 
ford, indeed, lamented tli.it Mieh a genius shonhi he wasted 
upon a work not origin, d, but proposed no means by winch ao 
be might live without it ; Addison iveommended caution and 
moderation, and advised him not to be content with the 
praise of half the nation, when he might be universally 

favoured. ^ 

The ^rcatueSH of the dohigiu dn* of tlie autnor^ 

and the\ttenti<m of tluj literary world, oiiiundly raised mch 

expectations of the future sale that the booksellers made their 
'offers with great eagerness ; but the highest bidder WM Ber- 
nard Lintot, who became proprietor on condition of sup- 
plying, at his own <*xp«nHe, all the copies which were to 0030 
delivered to suhscriluTs, or presented to friends, and paying 
two liuixlrcd pounds fur every volume. 

Of the (luarlos it was, I believe, stipulated that none 
should be printed but for the author, that the subscnption 
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nnght not be depreciated ; In.t r,ini„i itnpresse,! th. 
pages upon a s.nail folio, and pap..,- p,.,lu ,s a'l 
and sold exactly at half the p,u ,.. i;„- half a “ 
volume, books .so little inferior to the quarUis W ? 
fraud of trmle, those fnlias, h.-in'. ifera T i i 
cutting awtty the top and hotUuu, viaae so'hl’ 

for the suhscril.cr.s. as copies pr^, 

Liulot j, rimed two hundred and fdh- on rov,! n, 
folio for two guineas a volume; of ih’ 


.opritUed scventceti lumdre, rand’ ^ ' tbi 



l»l«s sncl sll I, is Iil„,li,v, " 

aclicin ,lurrin.l,si ul l,is jJ 

“ rriiitali.. 

to «.>1 *,t tl,c). ,„„w !■ 

amid „„l, 1 ,. I 

Stodsti,,,,. Tl„. „|,to|, to „,,, itaXi 

•ere pieced et dm cn.I of „„ 1, 
large volumes, were now Mil, Join,.,] ,,, ,[ p . 

nccessarv to nr^i w 

necessary to produce considerable profit 

lope, having now emitted his pia.posals and eten-rdn* 
own «« >w.ptio«. began to be inghted at ii 

fo af r? >>»n. he™ 

me timorous and uneasy, bad his nights di.sturW ^ 



dreams of long journeys nnkricnvii ways, and 

as he said, 'that somebody wouhi lung liim V 
This misery, however, was iitH of Inne; c'ontiutianee ; he 
grew by degrees more arcjtjaiutiHi wiili Ilinam s images and 
expressions, and practice incrtnised Ins iaeility of vcrsifiealk)!!, 

In a short time he reprt^sents himself as despatching regularly 
fifty verses a-clay, which wouh i shew him hy au easy cumpuia- 
tion the termination of his lalniur. 

' His own diOichmcc was not his only vexaliom lie that 
isks a subscription soon hnds that he has enemies. All who 10 
io not encourage him thdame hinu He that wants money 
jwill rather be thought angry thati |au>r, ami lie that wishes to 
isavehis money conceals his avariett hy Im malice* Addison 
|ad hinted his suspicit)n that !k>jve was im much a Tory; 

4nd some of the Tories suspe<1ed his iniiu iples because he 
had contributed to the ' Guardian/ winch was carried on by 
Steele. 

To those who censured his piditics were added enemies 
yet more dangerous, who t-alled in question his knowledge 
-of Greek, and his qualifications fur a translator of Homer. 30 
To these he made no public <ippPMiion, bul in one of his 
letters escapes from them as well as he can. At an age like 
his, for he was not more titan twenty^five.* with an irregular 
education, and a course of life of which much seems to have 
passed in conversation, it is not very likely that he overflowed 
with Greek* But when he felt himself deficient he souglit 
kssistance; and what man of learning would refuse to help . 
him? Minute cnc|inrics into the force of words arc less | 
feecessary in translating Homer than other poets, because I ^1 
|is positions are general, and his representations Batumi, 

^th very little dependence on local or temporary customs, ^ 
frn those chtingeable scenes of artificial life, which, by 
singling original with accidental notions, and crowding the 

* Spim ■ " 

, ■ I* 
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mind with images which time t-ITact^s^ produce ambio-uit 
diction^ and olmirity in hooks. I'n thi^ o^vn display ofi 
adulterated nature it must !u‘ umtiIumI that Humerhasfei 
passage.s of doubtful meanini^ th.ui uii\ nt her poet either 
the learned or in niodi’ni lau:‘u*i:r*'s. 1 h.ivr rcatl ofaim 
who being, by his ignor.iure of ( htude, fom[MdIc;d to grat 
his curiosity witli thtj hiuiu pruut*,! tui th«* ojppo^il^ pr^, 
declared that fioin the rudo siiupli!‘i!\’ id ihi* lines liter3 
lendeiedj lie formed Uidui'r tU ilu’ Ihnueric niajei 
10 than from the laboured elrganer eU* pi»!i ;l}fd versions. 

Those literal translations wore ahv.wr; at hand, and h 
them he could easily obtain lus authni s seiU'-e with sufficit 
ceitaintyj and ainon i llur readi'rs lU IhuutT the number 
veiy small oflho.se who fun! much iu thv (Irot'k niorctli 
in the Latin, except the muNic of th ^ umaht-rs. 

If more help was wanting’, he had iln* pi'ctival iranskti 
of Lobanus Hessus, an unwrant'd \vriirr of Laliii verses' 
had the French Homers of La \hd!er!i^ aiul Dacier, ai 
the English of Chapman, 1 loid^cs, and i k‘Jlhy. With Cha 
2oman, whose work, though now totally uey.hHied, seems 
have been popular almost to the <md of ilu- last centtii 
he had very frec|uent consultatimeg and piahaps ne^ 
translated any passage till he hat! ivad his Vi^rsion, wlii 
indeed he has been sometimes of ledug instead 

the original 

Notes were likewise to be providril ; for the six volmn 
would have been very little more than pamphlets witlio 
them. What the mere {icrusal of die text could suggei 
Pope wanted no assistance to colleet or methodise j but mo 
30 was neces.sary; many pages were to be fdled, and learnii 
must supply materials to wit anr! judgment. Someir 
might be gathered from Dacier, but no nun loves tol 
indebted to his contemporaries, ami Dmier was accessible' 
common readers. Eustathius was therefore ncc<mrilycoi 
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suited. To road 1'lustailiitiK, (if \viimtf work ihoro w.i< tli.ii 
no Latin version, I stisporl Tupo, i( he luul hmi \ulliiii*, net 
■to have been ahlo; siniio othrr was l.horcfiiro tu fiiiimb 
who had leisure as well as aldlifies, uihI he was dnuhllrss 
most readily eui|)luyed wlni wanid da liitnii work lor lillle 
money. 

The history of the notes lias never hem trat*ed. Iliaoine, 
inhisprehree to his poems, deehres Inmself the eommenta- 
tor ‘in part upon die lh;id ; ’* ' and it appears from Fenirm s 
letter, preserved In the I\lnHeum, that Iki^mw was at first m 
sngaged in consulting Eiisiatliins, Inir that after a time, 

- whatever was the i‘ea,son, lie de:d>ifal : anaiher man of Cam- 
: bridge was then employed, who soon grew weaiy of die wmk ; 

^: and a third, thui, w.is leeommmded' by Thiilliy, is now dls* 
covered to liave bei*n Jortin, a man sinet^ well known to the 
learned world, who complained tlmi IVipe, having ncecpicd 
and approvetl his ]»erlai'mairn.% never testified any cuiiesiiv to 
see him, and who pndcssed to liave lurgolten die terms on 
which he worked. I he tt*rms whiilj Fenton uses arc very 
mercantile: *1 diink at first sight thal his performance k ao 
very commendalik*, and iiave sent word for him to finish 
the 17th Book, and to sent] it with his demands for his 
trouble. ... I have here etielosed lln* speeimeii, if the rest 
come before you ivtiing I will kec’p them till 1 receive your 
order.’ 

Broome then (ifon-ed Ins aerviec* a seconci lime, which was 
probably acceptcnl, as they hatl afterwards a closer cor- 
respondence. Ikirndl contrihnted the Life of Homer, which 
Pope found so harsli tliat he took great pains in correcting 
t; and by his own diligence, with such help as kindness or 30 
noney could procure him, in somewhat more than five years 
le cornplemd hi.s versi<m of the * Iliad/ with the notes. He 
'egan it in 1713, his twtnity*fifth yeari and concluded it in 
718, his thirtieth year. 
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When we fintl him tr.insl.itin;'. fn'iv lines a-ilay, il is natm 
t() supiiose that lie would haw hr,.u,',hi liis wdrk to amo 
speedy com-hisioi). The ‘ Ih.id,’ .■untainiii;; h-ss tliansistci 
lluHisand verses, tni,!*iit iiave Itei'tt i!r iu l(,f;s t|u 

lliree hundred and twentv days hy iitti v.-ises in a day T1 
notes, compiled with the assist uiee ,,i' hi , m.-nvuaries,' coj] 
not be supposed to reiiuire nioie time th n, il„. 
ing to this calculation, liie pm;;r..' s of p,,;,,. ,„,iy 
hitve been slow, but thr* iii -luit.e i:^ eonnnoiilv verv grc" 
lolretwccn actual pcituntjant r . anti spot ni itive pn>sibilii’ 
It is natural to su]t}»)se tbai ,e. tnii, h as h,is been doii 
to-day may he ihme to m.urow, but ,ni the mnrruwsoni 
(lilliculty cmei,ui*s, or some exieru.d impeilinient ulistrncl 
liidulciicc, interruiition, bttsiiiess, .intl jdeasure, all takfitlid 
turns of n'tardatiou, aird every Itae,;, uoil. i., leuythend bv 
thousand causes that can, ami t.-u th.tn„tntl that cannol’l) 
recounted. Perhaps no extern, ivc .in.l mnlutartous p«ta 
(luce was ever ellecteil within the lemi oii'ein.illv iixedintb 
undertaker’s mind. Mo that runs a:;,,.;nsi 'I'unc has anal 
20 tagonist not subject t« c.isualties. 

The encouragemcni given tu this tr.insl.tti<,u, tliougbre 
poit seems to have over-rated it, was sui h as the world hi 
not often srten. I he strhsra'ibers wen* tive hutidred am 
seventy-five. The copies for wlm lr .subseiipiitiiis were give 
were six hmidied and filiy hiur, iml i inly six huiuircdam 
Sixty were printed. For tho.se eoj ties Pope h.ul nothing t 
pay ; he tlierefore received, indtidiug the two hundrci 
pounds a volume, five thousand thiec hundred ami twent| 
pounds four shillings, withmil deduction, as the Itooksmn 
30 supplied by Lintot. 

By the success of his subscription Pope w:ts relieved frai 
those pecuniary distresses with whidi, notwithstanding hi 
popularity, he had hitherto struggled. I.ord Oxford hat 
often lamented his disqualification (or public craploynMt 
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c in its i.r.i"ivss, Mr. ^«^t■lary <>1 

loiHGr WtlS itb pi ;■> ’ ‘ ^ t * 1 t ? 

tate offered to prottiiv Inm a i.n.sitm whuih. ut .ea- 
rring his niinisliy, .-itjoyra wtlh s,-tri'cy. 1 

, as not accepted by l’..pe: wla, tn!,l hit.t. lu.w.-v,-r. ih.tl d 
e should be pressed vvith vvat.l nr.nrtttey, l.e wut.U! s.-nd U-. 
to for occasional supplies, rt.tjy.'.s w.ts not Km;, .np..we. 
^ndwas never solicited iV.r iiumey by I'upe, who dtsdauted 
T be<^ wliiU he dill uni w.iiiL 

Widi the product of this taibseriplinu. which he had tooto 
such discretion to squander, h.; seeuied his biUuc Ij''-' 
rant by considerable aunuilh's. 'rhe estate .4 lit.- 
Jucldnghatn was fotiud t.t have beett charged wtih lue 
mndred pou.uls a year payable to IMpe, which doubtless lus 

ranslatiou enabled him to purchase. , , . 

It cannot be uuwelcamie u. hterary curiosity that I dwivic- 
bus minutely the hisUay of the Ktighsh ‘Iliad, it is tet- 
ainlythe noblest wasiou of itueiry which the vvurki has cvei 
teen, and its puhlicaliou must therefore be considered as one 
jf the great events in the .tunals of learning. 

To those who have skill to estimate iht; excellence and 
iifficulty of this great wt.rk, it must be very desinible to know 
aow it was performed, and by wh.u gradations it .adv.-iitced to 
mrrectness. Of such an inielleclual process the knowledge 
has very rarely been attainable; l.ut Itappily there renuuns 
the original copy of the ‘ lliati,’ whiclt, being obtained by 
Bolingbroke as a curiosity, ilescentlet! from him to Mai cl, 
and is now, by the solicitation of the late Dr, Maty, repost cc 

in the . 

Between this mautiscript, which is written upon accidental yo 
fragments of paper, and the printed ediUon, tlicre must have 
been an intermeiliatc copy, that was perhaps destroyed as i 

returned from the prens* . , , 

From the fir»t copy I have proowed a few anscni * 
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\ / and shall exhibit first the printed lines ; then, in a snial 

' / print, those of the manuscripts, with all their varialioi 

y Those words in the small print which are given in Itali 

are cancelled in the copy, and the words placed under fc 
adopted in their stead. 

The beginning of the Jzrs/ hook stands thus : — 

The wrath of Peleus’ son, the direful spring 
Of all the Grecian woes, O Goddess, sing; 

That wrath which hurl’d to Pliito\s gloomy reign 
10 The souls of mighty chiefs untimely slain. 

The stern Pelides' rage, 0 Goddess, sing, 
wrath 

Of all the woes of Greece the hital spring, 

Grecian 

That strew'd with zvarriors dead the Phrygian plain, 
heroes 

Axid^eo^led ike da7’k hell with, heroes slain; 
fill d the shady hell with chiefs untimely 

Whose limbs unburied on the naked shore, 

20 Devouring dogs and hungry vultures tore, 

bmce great Achilles and Atrides strove: 

Such was the sovereign doom, and such the will of Jove. 

Whose Jimbs unburied on the hostile shore, 

Devouring dogs and greedy vultures tore, 

Since first Atrides and Achilles strove; 

Such was the sovereign doom, and such the will of Jove. 

Declare, O Muse, in what ill-fated hour 
prang the fierce strife, from what offended Power, 

30 t contagion spread, 

m S f ® of the dead; 

And w fa '■^'^ereiid priest defied. 

And for the Kings offence the people died. 

offended Power, 

Enflamd their in that iU^nin'd hour: 

PH.hnahin.e^r.Vrdet^e’^-X 

rp, fierce 

For^ftif ’'K Prfost endur’d; 

4° And iiAo ^ infection spread. 

The Kin^tf mertZ dead : 

^ ugnter from the victor’s chain-; 
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SurpUa.it J,,;,„. !,is 

ApoUii's a" '' ’’ 

IJy ihoSL' llCi , J «tl. 

/,te..as U.0 SOT'-- 


I'urUur' ■' 

ins,oiaiv- 

suH'iso' 



y/if ‘ 

'• 


/,/. l-.o 


1 .,u l.ut sUii-l 1.111''"''’' B'-"-® 

He sui'il t<i . • . ."'-U ’■‘i ri 

Thcl..'otho-U..:,V' v.m . I’** onwi.*’. 

Ye kii.i’s ^^. 1 , 5 , tU,' nw.i'Htl 

And Ti"!-’'' 1"”'"' v.n.f t".'" a-' «*«’ 

Sjrr;.:::.!:- - ■; 

vrJr*Y. "■'** ’■*' 

Wi*\ w.mutH ,, 

ma.v I,,' U.rl »*''»»»»» ^ * 

Am\ 'r*«y‘^ 

Sufc to the i.k.iMue^ lit >-t«f tw ^ 

•Rit nlil irlievc Ji %Virldk^^ |iatr«t. i 

If mercy fwl. V<t '"J j „{ jave. 

And droul nvo.r.ii.t; / 

B.„. ,.U 1 .rlirve a >;■■'->-», K":;:rwin , ^ ^ 

Ami i.i*.- »■¥ iri my pie«"‘ “ 0 »«>. 

A.ia fr..r w» “f 

«. r.„,u ,. .» '2 s; “S'£“" 

The inicHt t.. '<='f ™ide, 

Not M. Alri.lo( ; Uc «ah J 

Repuls’d the W'"®*' 

U. i»id. «'•* ‘'y*'*,* 



152 


POPE. 


I accept the rar)?;om. afu! rrjra'^ fair- 
A^rt ihefriesf. 

Kot so the fxpwt, he with lii;.;!^ 'nfi<i,. ' ' 
Atrtd<ts 1 

Pf/uA\n/ie Mavif Sire, anJ ’r^^^ed 
[Not so the tyrant, h;;'. jo'k,} 

Of these lines, and of the wlu>li‘ fu Nt hook T 

Now , to.!".; sl«.,, 1,,,! ,,,,, 

s t clchd h..,- tent.. 11 .C (Irraa., l,..;„l,.rs lio;^ ’ 

n UmM slu,»l«M u„ ilu.i, thru.„.s aboJe 
AJl but the cvtT-watcliinl eye of Jove. ' 

lo houour Tbdis‘ sou he imuh hi ; c-u'c 
A..<I plunge the ttreoks in nil ,1... ;,f 

IIiui bills an empty phantom rise to sinht 
And thus cmmmml. tlm vi.,iitii i,i the iiiidu'- 

% hence, <lel«.sive dream, ami. liide as air 
ro Agamemnoids royal tent lepair' • ‘ ’ 

Watch all his legions to the duMy plain, 
n'eclarc w'n ‘*«tTOy 

The lofty of wiilf extended Troy; 

For now n^moic the Cods with hate contend- 
At Juno’s suit the heavenly Uetion-, end. ’ 
Destruction Imwi-s o’er yon devoted uall, 

hauijf 

And nodding Ilium waits th' impending fall. 


40 






Say, Virgins, scaled round the thione divine. 
All-knowing Goddesses! immorinl Nine! 

AnThcU?ab«''“l Feight, 

And hells ab^s. hide nothing f,.„„ j,,,,, .mg, *’ 

(We wretched mortals 1 lost i„ doulL hdow 

But guess by nunour. and Inil boast we Isnuw) 
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nh W what heroes, firM by tl.irst of fa.ne, 

^’,1 1,V wronrs. to .li-)4nu:lioii carnet 

?o count them uU: -t.-nnuah. a tho.mn.l tongues, 

A throat of brass :uul aibuiiantiuc Uiiigs. 

Now, Vin-iu itnnttju.tl N>n« 5 

Thut round Olympn?/ ht'.tvmly Nununti 
Who sorthrouel. h.-.vr,. :unl -suil,. a..,! hrll „r.,fa,.n<t, 
And all thuu'.s know, all ihm,;-. «n tr««.iul . 
■Rchtc what auutr’. Mtnvjit (hr I (h?.ih land# 

What nations folhnvM. and wl.at . hirh d 1 

(For doabtliil Fainr .lisu.of. manlaml Iwh.w, 

And nothin;! o.iii w<- t'-U. ami millnUK ktio'v) _ 

Without your aid. t,. f.mnt tid t.mm.nho, .1 tiaiit.^ 

A tliousaiid mouth:., a thuu-.aml toii^uct. were vatu. 


V. 7 '. I, 

But Bnllas ii<iW Ty.H.lf ,' mml iiioitin’s. 

Fills with her (bree. tiiitl wtiims with all her ftret: 
Above the tlrecha his tle.allth-.s faitie tf> raise, 

And crown her lteii> with .Ut.lingtiish'tl pratsc. 

High on his heliti celestial lightuings id»y> 

His beaniv shteltl emits a liviiij; ray; 

Th’ unwcarietl blitzc ineesstint streams supjilies. 
Like the red star that tires th* auttnimat skies, 

But Pallas now 'fydides* wtil iiisi'irrs. 

Fills witli tier coav, timl wtutas wait “H '«r *««» ! 

O'er all the Orrrlm drwrrft hh hunr in tvuvis# 

Above the OreekN fu«»e to nits«. 

lufi dpallik?!^ 

And crown her hero with i 

ilirtingorwt u 

JBrMi fnm hin hewny the Itghndngs |i!ny, 
Hiyh'tm hrhn ^ , 

From hb hroud huf*kh*r (hr hM the living ray, 

High on hii helm celrsbid lightnings FW 
Ills beamy fthieUl emits a living »y. „ 

The Goddrss with her iiiruth the flam© lupph^. 

Bright as the star whose fnei in Amwmn » 

Her breath divine thick ttlrrammg flame* iiuppW 
Bright as the «nr that i*r« ih® autumnal »km«s 
Th* imwearird hUwc inrewant utmm* 

Like the red «ter that lire* th autumnal %mm. 

When first he rears his radiant orb to ^ht, 
And bath’d in ouean shoots * “f"*’ 

Such glories Pallas on the , 

Such from his arms the fierce effulgence flowd, 
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Ornvait! fhv diiu-. hhn h:l-n^ 

Wh.-I,- tiu- I, .lit i.nr.r., a;.! ji,;'. 

Whrn tVr-'.h 1 :?^ 3-r.ira r,»’; > , 

Am! ..hi U.'J 4 . j's * ' 

!*S:. ,!.l .;■ f!,- *;•'** f -/ , , 

I*!.- h h..» fhr 

’ |',4 i h ^’s'; i” s,.'.. . ^ ' ' , 

t:.. hi. . 

Osnv.uU ‘.hr ti'su . h;K{ ; _ '/j ; ^■; ^ 

Whr... , 1 .. ,h' ,!,r 

•n». v..lr, ..r h.u. , I,r,, t!„- :.,,„..1,( 

A xvvaUav i.i, .!, K- <kh uv.h.n;, a l.nliti 
Jn \iil,;,n . t,„„. .!„■ I.ijIk-i', ,=.h . u.-ir l.'il 
mta . toih nl ? rf! - |*n*,| 

Thcn-f Isv'tJ 4 Ti.u.v.i 

■um Ml' Vith.,'^ 15. h, ^ -I ^ i ..M • * 

'nm.M5r.ui » 

A HT^hhy jnir‘4, hm ih h 4 uv.lu 


Ctmduum nf fh,>k VIU, p, Ct’Af. 

As when tin- IllOf.ll. lrf.l!i;, nt lali.i, hi, 

Oer heaven s elrar a. no- -.i,,,.:,,! , hVht 

''hell lun n hri-ath .li imlt:. i!i.- ’ 

Ami M..t a d,„„i oVi.a ). the ...i. ,,,11 .mh.j 
A rimml h.-r (hioiir the Nhiil |.!,!i„-t., ,,,i| 

Ami stars u,,. ,.1,,^,^ 

A i 'y} '''"I""' 

Ami tip With Mlvrf eu-IV lUuimMi,,'. ; 

Then .shine 1 h,. v.ihs th,. ,,,4,, j,, 

l-K the blue vimh. M,, , ,1,,. „ . ,..1 n,,),, 

An i lighten phnimniiiK Xanihiis uiib tinn, 

The Inns refle.iti.„« „! ,he .list, ml ^ ’ 

mcam on , he avails, nn.l i.eint.lc on th- iu,ir«i 

And shoot a shady hiMu- oVr the liehl ; 
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AswiK'ii i.i ■■ , , 

Aswhn. ilii- >»">':> -“J 

As will'll dll' 111'""*' l'll'■•■''■' , 

O'cHii'iiM'i.’. ' 

As him ill "if i!*'- Ii';>‘'i |"i '*> 

Ami o’ar if* f/'ltlcu ,**4.115 4- » 

will'll -v.' 

,» lirr.ith ^ 

An.l«.' 

JKJt 4 it 

Armim! h-n- ^Ivn timing ?!,r ...■ tv. ^ 

Ami stiU-. miimniirr**! 

Armiml h.‘r lUurv. ^ ^ 

Ami ‘ 

" ,/ri fim tS,«l n.'i t V-H'.tv 

O’er tlie .l.ifk •' vl’ "' * 


iri4?V5r' 

Ami til. will. •"IfV "ii i*’'"’’* 

* It-J**"'? 

Aiul til‘ Itr.t.l 

Thfi v;tUr>»t il»»- 

The val*'\ e» I* i''* 

Thtm Nhhte tlir Hr i.nl'- 5u n- i-r.i e, 

All Naunr ’t.f.vl 5eif4lV| hrMr .Mr r,T. ; 

A lUiud ut‘ ,’J.4V Uam ii!l Hr 4,p;>m 

'Urn etmMiPiis ?4ir)4jrt..U Is 

Kyrs thr hU»r vuttif, mtmhrt\ rvriV^ * 

The anmhin x^v.nnx 

Ew the t>U»c vault, *uul Ue'n ihr vt, tJ h^h*! 

ir’fPtitt 

So nwuy 

Iirnajiii liirtU 

Ami lir.htfti kJ X a5»tl»«^. wt<h ihnr rayi,. 

Whk i/cr Hr t*rhk t» I N'V Hr 

Aud tip tlw iiiHtalit M’it*** ra«|jtr» , 

'rhu Um,u trih*. thifin nf the dj’^iant 

Gild thr hii,;h w.dift, i«itl tinsihk tm iliift %pmh^ 

OhMix m tl»i‘ w.ilh, af»d irniiblr ufi ih^ 

A llumvatid l»r% Ml 

Gild lh« dmk mul He tmM* 

Of these spccimciiH <’v,'ry man who has cultivated poetry, 
orwho (lelighlH to tracii the mind f'Om the rudeness of its firat 
conceptions to the .’U’K.ince of its last, will naturally 1 estre 
a greater number ; but most other readers are a reat y iret , 
and I am not writing only to poets and philosophers. i 
The ‘ Iliad ’ was pulilislied volume by volume, as the Iran. - 
ilation proceeded; the four first books appeared m 1715* 



POPE, 


The expectation of lin's work was nudouhtcdlv hi,), 

every nmvvlKnxul <xu„ur!ed his .un... Mi,ha 

poetry was desirous of such iiiii iliv-. ii, ,• mi ri,i n'*'* 
to talk upon the popular topic, i lalhh; ^ ^ 
hcen fust a poet, ami then a painui of p.ieirv had icn - 

the right of l>cingajud,e,w.iswilli,.,L hear e r 
while they were yet mipuhlished. i u ipp, 

‘The fiinioas Lord Halifax w.is laih.-r a m-eUmt-, . 

10 than really pos.ses,sed ofii.-. When f h.id fm i.-h.', It'll T* 
three first bonks of my inm, elation of the “ Iliad ” tlntLn! 

,l„ 

,i.« ,‘i 

reading. In four or fire pl.ur,-.s pool 1 1 ,!ir,v ^ 

civilly, and with a sp.reh each time, m„eli of tla-l’arj 
Ibeg your pardon, Mr, Pop.., bm ' ,,.^T 

;i“ ■'“■«= .I.VS |,i,. ;; ;'5; 

-.1: a.:.::: ;r:; 

ob.servatton.s; tliat I had beet. .hh,,u,,,; over the plZ 

heartily at my embarra.ssment ; .said I b.ui n„i been o»i 

enough acquainted with r.onl nalifiv m !■. . i ' 

that I need not puzzle mwetf • 1 . t ' 1 ■ ' "’'VW 

4 It' )‘eu about huikim,’; those plaue.sovfl 

»d o,«r,h,„Ig„, I,,™,.. ■•.Ml .,,.,1 ,|„L,,i| 

30 to leave them just as they are • eau' „ t 11 1 

I < Ml dU Lun! 1 1 alil.ix two 01 

z I' , f'»' 

tar-.TZ*' ‘1“:' - “"-"I. Ik- 

nown him much longer than you have, ami will he unswe- 
’ Spence. 
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f event.” I fnllosunl his w.uI.mI «» F.oni 

i •■irter said 1 t.-p-'d t.- vvuuia fun! i.is ol.- 

'whepvere atHi-a. and his l.-uddup was ..slr.iu.'ly phased 
JthtLm.and cried out, “ .-V), now lin y ;no pct.a ily npht: 

tbarihe prcat tin- wise suspect that ti.ey are 
toised or cheated. I laid.. 'i, du!d.i..K tins a lucky up!"*r- 
iJyof securiuK iinuiortaiiiy. made SMU.e lulvama-s id l.ivour 
IdU overtures .d' adv.uuape .u Ihl-;. -l-c ■ -uns liuo 
have received witli sullen culduess, .^11 our kuowled>te .d 
this transaction is derived touu a siuy le kuer (D.'c < 17 M . 
in which Pope says, M am id.li;n-d t.> you, lor the 

favours you have dmie me, and tor those ymi mumi! me. ^ 
I distrust neither your will m.r your memory when it is to 
do good; and if ! ever heioim- tioutdcsmue or solicitous, it 
must not be out td" espci tation. hm out cd' gratitude. 'Viuir 
Lordship may cause me to liv.- ae.reealily m the town, or 
contentedly in tlie cmmiiy, \vhi< li is really all the diilerenci? 

I set between an easy l> .rium- .mtl a small^ one. It is huieed ao 
a high strain of generosity in you to think of making me 
easy all my life, only hei .mse I h.ive lu-en .so happy as W 
divert you some few hours; lull, it 1 luiiy have le.ive to ait 
itisbectiu.se you think me no enemy to my native country, 
there will appear a Intller re.tsmi ; for I must of consequence 
be very much (as I sincerely am) yours, S:c, _ 

These voluntary ttifer.s. ami this faint acceptance, ended 
without effect. The patron was not accustomed to such 
frigid gratitude, tuul the poet leal his own pnde with the 
dignity of itulcpeiulenee. They probably were suspicious of 30 
each other. Pope would not ilcdicate till he saw at what 
rate bis praise was valued; he would be ‘troublesome out 
of gratitude, not expectation.* I lalifax thought bimse en- 
titled to confidence, and wouUl give noaiing, unless he knew 
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what he should receive. Their cnunmu'ce had its h. ■ ■ 
in hope of praise on one side, and ,,1' money on tl 
and_ ended because Pope was less ea-mr t " ' 
Halifax of prai.se. It is not hkelv tliat Halifli.x 111^^ 
Konal benevolence to Pone • jj, j.s evide-* 


•sonanKmevoIencetoPopetiti;^ 

on ITahfux with scorn and haired. ^ * 

Jhe repnlation of this crisit work failed nr • 

l«ro„ ; 1„„ i, 

»or=„o..aui,.aK..„i„r 

Other a superior. Of (be .spadiial ,d oiemeni of le 

tween friends, the hemimin"' i- of' ! i 

dimselvc.s, and the process is eominued I, • pe 1 “n! 
tions,_and incivilities sometimes p.-evishh: 

-sometimes contenipt.unislr ne;.,!eit, d, which woul i*" 

all attention but tliat of orlde ■o..l i ■ r ^ 

I„.f ti,d. r * ’ ‘‘"’I’ from any memnt 

hut that of resentment. Thai (he ,m im-t oC .i ' 
should be minutelv dedne tlu'sotwowi 

immiuij iledueeii, is noi (o 1,,. f„ 

3oa writer to whom, as IIonuT '-iw o • i • 1 <-<-ted frou 
reaelwl o., l i ' ’ “"''“'‘fr '"It rumout hi 

t-Khtd, and who has no personal knowledge.’ 
lope doubtless apiiro, idled ,\ddisoii, when the renutatior 

witlfsto 

all ofC- 1. 

poem on the ‘Dialogues on ^Iedd■’’ *f ” 1 "”^ 

30 publication was then huended. ' hi" , tbi ‘ 

imng more pleasing than in any other man 

may be supposed that us Pope saw himself favoured ty 
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(;.nnp.iri-d his own 

. world, ^ I,, „|-„i,-iK-e im-rcnsfil, and his suh- 

th those of otheu , ■ ^ AddiM-u f.dl t»o liom ihr- 

ission lessened; ‘Wn ' ’ , i-,,ut.-tul widi him 

,vaucesofayoun«.a .in. - 

,the highest 1> ,;i;,Vi..mls ih-s. who olTn h.usly 

.hisgreatness. lus . <j -..hum h.s 

, insidiously quicken h ., n. ^ jj. ,,ii, ,,,,ts 

uml Ihipe wuh n«w M.u hir.h 

^ddison doiibtlcsb li-ui , 

,be without them. p 5 ,,j,o;.-.i!s far the 

Fromthccnussmn nn. I _ nhat-nl. Jorv.ts 

ffiad/thokiiKlucsso Ad. - , 7 ,,,)with hu- 

ie painter once ph .. ^ ,vi,.,H!.hip. und wrote 

gining that ho had ir •' .. . ^ 5,i„, „C unr ch>M- u 

0 Pope that Addisttu o >'•> ■’ .,,uiai>-d with his o».m- 

jonfedcracy with Swill, 'Ul was m cii^vaHo- 

nents to Swift were stuh .rs U ' ^ ^ ^ 

mbscription demanded, and ^..-.aetul 'Unt/ro 

under the necessity ol uskmr, h a ^ . 

, („e Mr A.Ulison mu. I he the 3mte.« ^ 

says he, as Rh. AiUi roKurd to me, so 

himself, and seems to he im ^ ^ from him.’ In 

*',must own to you 1 expect ■•" _ luivinK heeii busy to 

he same letter he a letter to Addison, 

[indie animosity helweeu > * ' . , ijialluntively 

,e expresses some consmuusuess oS bcluviour 

leficient iii respect. eni^rrititiorit iticre 

Of s.ia. P-:;-' hi».or 

remains the testimony ot Kciti i , 

TX Q.o;o came into the coffee-house, and 

‘Nov. a, 17 1 3 . Dr. Sw ft a ^ 

had a bow from ovcmylKnlj 1 ul ^ ^j^^gchamber to wait. 

but despise him. Rk hen I cam*, 

,tete iW™, Dr. s«ir> «™ »>' 
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busmcss. and Mtol as inasu.r.,!' , 

^ yomg m\A-man tli.u th,- /r 

Kngu. f,., i, I "•••3 

iaiys iie, Uk; aiiilior |„ a . , 



About tliiH tinu; it is lik,.h. t},,,( „i 

pol.ticul fu.y, goo<i.u,uun;! and .„li . ® 

torview betwwu thcsu am-rv vh .1 , 1 ■ ■ 

’«‘‘>‘-'vo!unce. Ou this „;-c,sii,n‘'ir ■ 

niiule hi.s coinj.laint with li.iukn, ■ ' 'M,' 
undeservedly ; ;» as 

a contemptuous umaHimii. uid i,/ V^‘ ' 

lv.,a va,a;;a 

imv„„i,s ' ... i» of fck 

remarks and those of Steele, ,sai,i tl, o 1 . 
ui public bu.sine.ss, had no hw,.,.,. .,j„. ; 
reputation ; nor had any other \h. i, ' 

Hum that he shouhi not, by t,,,, ‘ ‘ ">P"Pt 

w public. ^ ‘ ‘ ’K'ince, alienateilit 

and severity, ujibnihlh!.' A.ij"'' 
and with the abuse of din' ‘'cpundeKi 
at the pnlilic 1 ,' ?: ‘inahbe.it.ous which he had.l 

voims to olnstruci the pni-Tess^ “‘’®' 

:;:»h-mwu 4 

p™led.»«h “ '7". ™ lm.*4i*» 

fcrence, and the critics and 1 t r"’ ^ *«P"' 

Pope, • have the town that k r"‘‘'' 

? ^ w the liiobj, on my side; ki 
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is not uncommon for the smuller party to supply bv >«- 
sstry what it wants in nuniliors. -I uppoal io the people .in 
! nUl judses, and, while they are not md.ncd to con- 
emn me, shall not 'fear the hktlnllyers at Buttons llns 
pposition he immediately imputed to 
lained of it in terms suHkiently leseiitlul U) C-r.iggs, then 

ommon friend. 

When Addison’s ojiiuiou was asked, he declared the m- 
ionstobeboth KOmk but 'riekell’s the best that had ever 
,een written; aiul sumeihnes .said that they were Innh good, .o 
,ut that Tickell had more of ‘ I lomer.’ _ 

Pope was now sufficiently irrit.tled; his reputatmn and Ins 
aterest were at hazard. 1 le onec iiitimdcd to [trint together 
be four versions of Drvd.m, .M.iyuwaring, Bope, and Tickell, 
bat they might Ire readily etmtlt.tretl aitd f.tirly estimated 
Chis design seems to have been deleateil by the refusal of 
Wson, who was the proin iettn- of the other three verdoirs. 
;Pope intenckal at anotln-r tinn* ti rigorous atticism of 
Sckell’s translation, and harl marketl a copy, which I have 
een, in all places that apiitearetl defective. But while he was ao 
bus meditating defeiiec or revenge, his ailvcrsary sunk be- 
bre him without a blow ; the voice of the pnldic was not 
Dhg divided, and the iireference was universally given to 
^ope's perfonaiince. 

. He was convinceil, by ailding oiie circurnstance to another, 

hat the other translation was the work of Addison himself; 


mtif he knew it in Addison's lifetime, it does not appear 
iiat he told it. He left his illustrious antagonist to be 
junished by what has been considered as the most painful 
jfall reflections, the remembrance of a crime perpetrated in iSo 


rain. 

The other circumstances of tlieir quarrel were thus related 
3y Pope ’ : — 

Spcncft. 



poi’}-:. 


‘ Philips seemed to have iu'cn eiu-mitMeed to ih, 

coflee-house,s aui! cniivrrN.ni, 1^.. ; ■m.irVi ' 

about Wyeherley, in whieh i„- had ^d.is.'d^'rtlune 
relations very grossly. I 1 W,„a, j, p 

%.thatitwasinvainrorueMo.anl,.av,:;!lt"^^^ 

Mr. .Addison ; that his jca!,,ti; i.-niper ttmil.l never ad ! 
a .settled liiendship hesueen us : and, n, <-onvi„u. ,„e 
he Itad .saui, assured me that .Addis. , u h,t 1 e,H-„u,a..edriU 

to publish those scandaK .md had ea-,... hi„, 4 . 
.oa(tertheytverei,„l,ie,he,i. The ne.vi d o , wlii!.. I wasS 
wuhwhatlhadlu.ard.l wr,ae a l,-:ier to .Mr. AdiW 
kt him know that I w.ts no; u;u, .puiomd withthisb] 
vumroi l.,s;th.u il'I w.is to sp.-aL :..-v,.n.lv ofhhn iare 
for it It should be not in such ,i ,ia iv way ; that I shouldraj 
till him, Inmscll, f.urly ol Ids !,uil;a. .md allow yj ,, 
qualities; and that it should he .sum, ■thing in thefolb; 
manner :--™Uhen adjoined lie- lii.t sl..-teh of what hash 
since called my satire on .Addison. Mr. Adili.son usedi 
very civilly ever after.’ 

so The venses on Addison, when they were .sent to Alterk 
were consuleretl by Imii as the m.e.t .■,v,:.-lleMt of Pope’sji 
fonnance.s ; and the writer was advised, siu.-e he knew* 
his strength lay, not to sntkr it to remain mu-.i.ploved 
Pins year (1715) heiny;, hy the : tde.eiiption, mbled 
ivc more choice, having p,Ts„,,ded his father to sell tin 
estate at Bmlield, he purdiased, 1 think .mly lor his life, It 
rouse at wickenlmm to whkh liis residence afienm 

procured so much celebration, and retnoved thither wit 

uUiier and 

JO Here he planted the vines .and the (piiju-unx wliicli I 
verses mention; and iH-ing niid.-r the nee...sMtv of tmli. 
a subterraneous passage to a gatden o.i the otl.; .side ofi 
road, he adorned it with fossil bodies, and dignifted itrt 

le \ t 0, a grotto; a place of silence anti retreat, froi 
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ate .ndce.o»«l .» l.-s«n,k Ms friemls and Unesell 
.1.,- « itorc of a.. KaslisM 

,n whohasmon: IVoqu.-ul n<-c.l to sohcit Unin cxrhuk tlit 
but Pope’s excavation was requisite '''J 

and as some men try lo be proud of tbtnr delects, 
:eCed -orna.nentlVom an inconvenience, and vani^- 
■oduced a grotto where necessity miforccd a passage. ^ t 
aybefreqm-nt'y remark.sl of the smdious anti speculative, 

I they are proud of tritles. ami that their amusemmus m 
,m frivolous and childish; whether it he that men cou- 
;ious of great reputaticm think themselves al.nye ^ ' 

{censure, and safe in the admission ol negligent indul- 
ences or that mankind ex peel from elevated genms an 

Liformity of greatness, and watch its dt-gradatiun walk 
klicious wonder; like him who having iollowcl with Ins 
ye an eagle into the clouds, should lament tliat slie ever 

.jescended to a perch. „ , 

While the volumes of his ‘lloincr’ were annually pun- 
ched, he collected his former works (17 > 7 ) i»lo one quarto ao 
plume, to which he prefixed a Preface, written with great 
sightliness and elegance, whicl. was afterwards reprinted, 
nth some passages suhjuiucHl tliat he at first omitted; other 
marginal additions oi the same kind he made m the later 
kitions of his poems. Waller remarks, that poets lose half 
heir praise, because tlic reader knows not what they have 
lilotted. Pope’s voracity of fame taught him the art of ob- 
laining the accunmlaled honour both of what he had published, 

■®d of what he had suppressed. . «.i,. 

In this year’ his father dietl suddenly, In his seventy-fifth So 
rear, having passed twenty-nine years in privacy. He is not 
mown but bv the character which his son has given him. 
tf the money with which he retired was aU gotten byhimselt, 
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he had traded very M,ccessf„ily in time, when 
were rai'uly attainalile, ® 

The publication of the ‘Iliad’ „■ is ■„ i * 

>7eo. The.phanlonrandMUi,ss,; 
n>any enmicH, that <-ndeavou,vd to de.u ' \ 

Ihirnet, who wa. aft.-rwards a iud..,. i.f no '1 ' ' 
censured him in a piece (ailed ‘ !l 

I- it. 

culous. Dennis was the p,a- ' ..i! 

>oStudies. But, whoever his cri.-i, s w, re'lh''"’'' 

hwt, and the names which arc jn.-scrvcil m! 
the 'Dunciad.' ’ I’resem 

mot 

the lord of thouiuHis.’ 'bui 1 i" 

2 onot last long and i.,. „ , , , ' ‘ " hajipines) 

to have won and n .,.i ^ thought hii 

on, and pet haps not wholiv of that 

Dr l»ro».fU.li 

Oxford- wl r elegant iJcdication to the Eail 

'rloco.M ?i. “ "»»»«•« 

;L ” P'“' l«s |,„isr. 

Hiii «am«wa.„“„VrmiH ’'’i'” “1'®“*!" 

10 himself emIlW, 1 ,, mncxiiir'ir I'o’Tr'' '' ‘’1"“" ""1 
thr guinem for sisks- S i, 1 “ “ 

dred and fifty which'he Sed T’T ’ f'' 
at the price proposed ^ Th! r ' 

t'oposea. The reputation of that editiotH 
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a su.k '"v 

^ T'l ni ^kieen each. 

,ieswere sole ‘ ‘ m whicli I’ope induced by a rc- 

3nthis ^ ,,.,.e„u.cn i>ounds twelve shillings, 

seems neve> ^ ^ diligence, widi very 

a; for 1 ’.‘ called ‘ Shakspeare Restored,’ 

nder powers, ft.a . ..dition, delected his deficiencies widr 

a then u a j„,,vas now high enough 

the insolence of .^jj j,,,, 

be feared and ha , desire of hund'ling a 

Ip that could be suppUed hy l!‘o desue 

rtl'Timc roi>e IsH-anut an enemy lo editors, colla- 

p, commenta ois, ^ d.is undertaking only 

^de the ‘I;; „d.>ule emphrymerrt. 

^r;in r d did many thing, wrong 

iPope m tnscui ^ l,i,ii not lie defrauded 

trtUe rst that knew, at least the 
,f his due praise. 1 1 '' • _ ' ^ i„, proved. If ao 

iist that told, by what mp ' • ^ taught olbcr.s 

ie inspected the early „ded with great 

l^hemoreaccuraas h lus l^ hid been given of 

skill and eleganu. l ■ - • • attention 

stthe gencrid ku« ^ 

tanslation of tlu, t M) s. , , ...unri iies in his labour, 30 

Jewas willing, thoughts, or 

^ing either wcaij with toUing 1 Fenton and Broome 
laving heard, as Rullhevui re a to have them 

U already begun the work, and liktng better to 

tonfedeiulcis thuu rivals. 



iM 




!» !!!-• <»f sH ini- u.it ). . , 

tlw M.Myssry,’ :« i,,„, j ; "■ 'tani 

Mil'M’ui.fi,... X.i.f !<, Iv I'wposak 

Wrirk/ iiiij^ ill 

I”;’.!, «•!«!,. i„. .•i,.,.,,,...j j . 

•'I'lXMiv.i i.,.f..t,- !!„. { ''crsioi, 

t.. !mn fh. Mu.h „! i),,. i- . ; | ‘ 

ilut ciimol i.m. 1, i,-r..i,)ti!.-tHl I, in .„! ,' ' ' 

" .,f 

He w;is f.illcvl .11 ilic lii.d to beife 

ti«t!uesu'c tile, ait.l i.tiv ii,. , i, . ! ' 

ti> inter, aial in tlntw f.nv li,. mt 1 . , '"dtanJ 

tins work! {|j;;|| j .. ... ^ ‘ ‘ JJOtoiiljr 

Kticlie.slei.' At liieif h.i* '‘ ‘'“''‘'''f'' 

I're.sciitoi hi,,, ,viil, a llihle.' ' ' 

'■«t were the’Ck .i'l5rtHnnra,nn'’',‘'j' ‘"‘‘i ‘ 

wriiten wlir.lh- i„. ‘ ‘ t 

TI.; 

se'vera! .shares am! .J liqn oft 

terlined than the «S?L , '‘-iw arcbt 

than the form„ w 

i.‘very sheet enabled him to wri^ 

■■Wi itic iieici wiili »i()rc fadlJ 
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The books of Footou have very few ultemlionH !w t!>e iKWtl 
f Pope of IhaxniK* have uni Umi foiiiHl; bill 

Jope complained, as it is reiuaied, tliat he huil mucli imiible 

in correcting them. 

His contract with laritot. w;,is thi‘ .same an bar Hie ^Ihad, 
except that only one Inindred |«;n,inds wta’C in lie paid liiiri 
for each volume. Tlie uumhrr id' ;.uh.M*nhers was live hull* 
Jredand seventy-four, and uf i upii-; taejit huiidretl and nine- 
teen; so that his pn^flt, wlim lu‘ h,ul fniid his assistants, was 

still very consulerahlv. 'Ha' wiirk was ihusheii in 1723, and to 

|‘om that time he residvtul to make no more translallons. 

The sale did not answer lanttu’s t^jiptmnuion, and he then 
pretended to discovi'r sonu‘thiu|.t of Iraud in Fo|u*, aiul com* 
inenced, or threatfiUHl, a suit in (Immery. 

On the English ‘Odyssev’ a iuitirism was jHihlished* liy 
|pence,, at that tinu^ Pr<di*viur vd. .FiHiry at liKlort! ; a man 
Ihose learning was not veaw goMt» am! wliose mind wus not 
Lry poweiM I Hs criiieism, howiW<a\ was commonly just ; 
rtat he thought, he tlumgjii rightly ; and his remarks were 
leconnnciuled hy his coolness and tsunlour. In him Pope *10 
lad the first experiems* oi a clitic \viihi>nt malevolence, who 
ihought it as much his duty to display heauties as expose 
aults; who censured with la^spcct, and |ir*nsed witli alacrity* 
With this criticism Pt»i)e was so liille ollended that he 
iought the act|naiidanet‘ o! the wrilti*, who lived with him 
Tom that time in great familiarity, attt!iM.led him in his last 
lOurs, and compiled menu trials of his conversatiom The 
‘egardorPope rccnmnuauled him to the great and powerfnl, 
ind he ohtaiiual vtua' valnaldc jireferments in the Church* . 

Not long after « Pope was returning home from a visit m$o 
i friend’s avach, wlriidi, in passing a bridge, was overturned 
nto.the.water ; the windows were closed, and being unable 
:o force them open, he was in danger of immediate death, 

» September, 


1737. 
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when the postilion snatched liitn out hvhr,-,?- 

or .w, u, 

manner tliat lie lost liicir use. ' ^ ® 

Voltaire, ^vho was then i,,' T-:,,,.,,,,,, 
consolation. Me ha.l been .'nt-Ttainral’ h,- J>o„ m 
where he talked with su nut. h ,,n -.ss ‘that i ! “ 
driven fro.n the ru<nn. I'uj.e .liseov.-red, by a IvT 
was a spy for the Com t. .uni nev,-, . j 

worthy of confidence. ™ “ ^ »' 

10 He soon afterwards ( i r 2 vH. dn ■,! « rri, c: t. , 

»llidi iimooBSt Mn; il,,',,,., 



History, ant! a <l)eh.ite ui.on (ih.i- n„I TO-. r ' 
written in all the fonn,diii>.s ,.L I.-«.d , ,n,,'ss hv thl 

“ “ f - an..,u.,„i. Ar,«.V„fIu 

Before these ‘ Miscellanies ’ is a te.., 

Bope,b«t aiiparently written by 1'.,;,.,; h;\vhkJfh"i 

and ransacked •’ as if thos* ' 1“ '“ 

ror papers of ^r,ai;;ir 

rarely provoked by real treasnrt<s- -i ;r 

were in danger where irnhl •u. f V* ®®;! 

iijs complaint, however 

r 

8 loetr,, »h.,h, b, ,K|, , ,„i„ „|. 
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S usually passes in literary quarrels, gave in a sliorl lime, 

' cording to Pope’s account, occasion to the ‘ Dunciad.’ ^ 

In the following year (i 7 2 8 ) he began to put Atterbury s 
.dvice in practice; and shewed his satirical powers by 
lublishing the ‘ Dunciad,’ one of his greatest and most ela- 
, orate performances, in which he endeavoured to sink into 
ontempt all tire writers by whom he had been attacked, 

.nd some others whom he thought unable to defend them- 

elves* 

: At the head of the Dunces lie placed |)Oor Tlieobald, wlicm lo 
lc accused of ingratitiuh.*, but wluise real criuie was supposed 
obe that of having revised ‘ Shaks|>eare^ more bap|>ily than 
limself. This satire had the eftect whicli he intended, by 
ilasting the characters which it touched* Ralplg wiiO, lui- 
lecessarily interposing in the cinarrel, got a place in a sub- 
equent edition, coinplaitied tluit for a time he was in danger 
if starving, as the booksclkrs bad no longer any confidence 
1 his capacity. 

The prevalence of this |)oeni was gradual and slow : the 
ilan, irnoFwd^^^ hitlle understood by common ao 

eaders. Many of the allusions required illustration ; the 
laines were often expressed only by the initial and final 
alters, and, if they had been printed at length, were such as 
ew had known or recolh'cted. d lie subject itself had nothing 
generally interesting, for whom did it concern to know that 
me or another scribbler was a dunce? If» therefore, it had 
leen possible for those who were attacked to conceal their 
lain and their reseutnnmt, the ‘Dunciad* might have made 
ts way very slowly in tlie workk 

' This, however, was not to he expected; every man is of 3c 
mportance to himself, and therefore, in his own opinion, to 
ithers; and suj)posing the world already acquainted with all 
lis pleasures and his pains, is perhaps the first to publish 
njuries or misfortunes, which had never been known unless 
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related I.y Wins, -If. u,nl .,t wl.id, . 

<ml>- laugh; (or u„ m.iu syinj..ahi„,s uiih ihj sorro!' 

vanity, 

I'ope hinmeif. i„ a I.,..li. uhieh he wriT!' 

I ' ^^Witltlii.'se.'; in th,* n.iiui' ,r|' ° 

‘I will tvl.H,. ih,. war., r ill,. 1 •nil. eoitWi 

puPlisl. such hill,- purrH r,Cih,.ns ,,s iu,i easuailygoS 

there v.. a.id.ai to th.^^ J 

A u.lbn,kmgmP.„.,„.; nWu in one dia! 

«i this piece III.* s,.ver.tl spc h-s,,! i,.el po.-l.s were arranL 
.n classes to whki. we... p.erixe.! ahn..st all the lete A' 
alpluhei (the gre;.i,.;st pan of ii,.,n, iai..k,.ii),lmtsuci, 1 
the mimher t>( poets .■iiiin..|,) i,, th.ti an, that some m ; 
Other took everv lu hiniTli'* -iii fit * « 

« a fuiy, that, for halt a ve .r o . .. n ' “ 

iin-.stofwhiei..h:.rha.i:::::';!;:^ 



scuriihues they eoul.l p„ss,|,iy .ieii.,.., a libertv no 
be wondered at in those peopfe 

Xir,;''' J ,-2 

.»ro,Zd 2 ;';::' 

3 = onMunrrf*!'' 

' liL^ht t>y ilfif 'I ling' 4|||| dragging into' 

nieiiw«eil,e,Zo"of 7 ''''H' '" ‘'“*" 1 *, 

by manifesiino. tt a. ’ "'tbtml hoppstH 

bj matnfeutng the dulness of those who had only malioe J 
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tliem ciUuT i!u! iKioksellers would not fnul tlu'i'' 
rount in employing Uwm, or the men themsch-c^. when 
discovered, want coura.n;e to in'oceed nt no unlawful ai« oi -^ 

L This it was that n,ave Inrth to the “ Duiunad. 
Ihe ihong-ht it an Irappiuess, that, by the laU^ Hood of 
slander on himself, he had nequuvd such :i peeuluir right 
ever their names as was mH-essary to this design. 

-On the lelh of Ma.vh, .7m), at St. James’s, that poem 
was presented to it.e King' ami (>ueen (who Imd helore been 
Led to read it) by the Right llo.umnU.tc Sir Robert ,0 
wllpole. and some days after the whole unp.essuni w-as 
taken and dispersed by several uohlcmeii and persons of the 
first distinction. 

<It is certainly a true olwervation that no peoiilc arc so 

of L a,,,*™.. 

which was wonderfully exemplified on this oceasion. On Hie 
day the book was first vended, a crowd of authors besieged 
the shop; entrcfitics, mlvicm;. threats of l.iw and battery, nay 
cries of treason, were all employed to himler the cotiung out 
of the “Dunciad;” 011 the other side, the booksellers aiuUo 
hawkers made as great efVuris to jiroeurc it. What coulc 
a few poor authors do against so great a majority as the 
public ? There was no stopping a torrent with a linger, so 

lout it came. _ . 

‘Many ludicrous circumstances attended it. The “ Dunces ( 
(for by tins name they were (:.dle<l) belli weekly clubs, to con- 
sult of hostilities against the author; one wrote a letter to a 
great minister, assuring him Mr. Tope was the greatest^enemy 
the government had, and anutlier bought his image in c ay, 
to execute him in effigy, with which sad sort of satisfaction 30 
the gentlemen were a little couifoitctL t # * 

■ « Some falKc ctliticam of the hook having an ownn thenr 
frontispiece, the true one. to distinguish it, fixe4 in itsstea 
an ass laden with null tons. Then another surreptitious o 
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being printed with the .same a.vs, tli,^ new editinn • 
returned for distincfioii to thr uwl -i-iiu H 
great conte.st of booksellers .,e,nn.; bnnk«.!lors‘l7? 
tiseracnts against atlveriisemeiiiv .,.me rev/’’ 7"' 

which names they came to be di lit-nisl,,. i , , 

honour also of the gentlemen of r)unciad.”° ” 

_ Pope ttppears by this nun.uive n, luve con'tcinphted f 
victory over the ‘Dnnee.s' with er.Mi e.^ulfuion n 7 
>owas his delight in the inmnh wldeh l.e had raised ll r 
I,, 

proaches and invective.s with-m: .m.eu.n eu„.;i,/ , 

only as the necessary elfeus ut' that l.ain’wl.ich le "dS 
in having given. 

It cannot however lie com e.th-d ih.ti. l,v hi.s own coiifes™ 
he was the apressor ; for nobody behoves that the 
the Bathos wer.‘ placed at landom; .im! ft . 

covered that, when he thit.ks him- el, eonce.ded, he indfc 
the common vmily ol common m.-n, and triumphs in ti 
JO ihstmcuons whicli he htid allciird 1 ,, , 1 , jr , 

that his book was presented to the King am'l Queen bvj 

SI." ””7;''; f “i-i, 

taken off hv'i rr“"’’ 

The f rt- f t' 'he llrst dislinction 
hv n! I '«■“ was. I believe, tliatrtd 

and cLerSt'" tT'' ‘ ‘‘1 

3oi?dIt’Lu- ‘S’ “‘1 

they had hitherto contemplated as shot into the air. 
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Dennis upon tlie fresh pn>vni*alif)n now given him, re- 
newed the enmity whieii bad I'or a time been aDpeased by 
utual civilities, and pnblished remarks*, which he bail till 
tien suppressed, upon the ‘ Rape of the fau'k.’ ^IMany more 
grumbled in secret, or venti‘d their resemmeiil in the news- 
papers by epigmanis or in ve , . 

Ducket, indeed, heing mtnUiimed as lovmg Burnet wuh 
‘pious passion/ pri‘tcnd(*ii that his ineifal cliaracter was iu^ 
iured, and for some line- ihnlared his ri'solyiion tt> take 
vengeance with a But Ih>pe^ a|i|-»eased him l>y m 

changing ‘pious passioid to ‘cordial iruiiilslii|n and hy si 
note in which ho veh<‘m<*ntly disi laims llte malignity ui 
meaning imputed to the first isxpressiom 
Aaron Hill, wlm was represented as diving for the prize, 
expostulated with Pop^‘ manner st) much supmior to all 
mean solicitation, that i’opu was n*dueetl to sneak and shuflle, 
sometimes to tieny, and stnneiimt*s to apo!»»gize; he first en- 
deavours to wound, and is then afraid to own that he meant 
a blow. 

The ‘Dunciad,’ in the coin|> 1 ete eihiion, is athircHsed to 20 
Dr. Swift; of the noh*s. part was written liy Dr. Arbiuhnot, 
and an apologetical letter was prefixed, signed by Cleland, 
but supposed to have hc<*n written by Po|re. 

After this general war upon clulness, he seems to have 
indulged himself awhile in tranc|uilHty, but his subsequent 
productions prove that he was not idle. He published {173*) 
a poem on ^ Taste/ in winch he very particularly and severely 
criticises the houst\ tht‘ furniturej the gardens, and the enter- 
tainments of Timon, a man of great wealth and little^ taste. 

By Timon he was univtu'sally supposed, and by the Earl of 
Burlington, to wljom the poem is addressed, was privately 
said to mean the Duke of Chandos*. a man perhaps too 
much delighted with pomp and show, but of a temper kind 
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and beneficent, and who luul |||^* 

public in his favour. ^ 

A violent outcry was therrfrire raised , 

gratitude and treachery of P< 5 |k\ wIk^ ^vas said to 1 
indebted to the patronage <d“ (dhaiulos fur a rirv'?^ 
thousand pounds, and who ioiiord n,. up|H:)iaua^ 
suiting him by the kindness of his in vital fun. ^ ^ 

The receipt of a thousand jwnni.l.N Pup^ pnPhd^f, p . . 
from the reproach which the att.u k a idiaractor ^ 

10 brought upon him, he tried all lurans c if osr mCr 
Ueland was again cniiiloyctl in an .q.. ,!o;;v, hv , 
was satisfied ; and he was at hist n- !iuv, I to' i j, , ‘ 
behind dissimulation, and eiukMvmir to mala* ij,.,, n d!' 
which he Mver had coniid™.,. ,,,n,h. ,n * 

eaculpawry letter to the Duke, « hi. !i w.is tiica 
magnanimity, as by a man wliu i,;,; .. .f 

bdierfhs his ptofecsions. He “ '* 

taste, or his buildings, liad hecii an iii,l,il-,-r,.„i li.,,, U, 
m«., but that in p„,k,, a,i„ ,1,., i,;;’ 

aabeenerchanged hetween tl„.,„, i. * 

Whin— 

threatens the wnrii'! tc i . ^ 

aasilygo on wiC hfaTd "" 

his veations britagl Id”, ” 

30 own favour/ Pope had twlieve in S 

self one of the molt 

he talked of laym<s dow^r''^ ‘'f 

intreated and implored a.nT ^tTi' ' ** 

-pect that they went lay atd lau^hid "" 
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5 1 him t'f f'l-"'. a n>;ni v.liu!ii 

; Xbe follow'"^ !»* h'vr wiiU iu..n' 

hehidkiioOTi (.It ), jii.-i.iii' [fsi-ii.ls. '■'’ti:; 

tenderness j„.,,i,is 

,,,,fonsl.ehaai..-au^ 

bighest " .. , ^ j|„, j,u!intJtt *'t i<(''!it .il rc- 

Trtnltn^lf .-avvi,!t.(«, ,u;. 

' iis fuiii' -uhI i'--!»»<i «(• aunit»t!i>'i» "* > '*‘ 

„valmlusl.« r. >Hl ..„.U, i. the., !.-• w.ts ..he- 

rT"wl Mlucve W.IS his i.iitahthiv. i« 1»' 'vas 

it. a., chi... ...I 

few things bettor K, giv >1...» 

fine, ■the ,uss.tKos oi l-.f'.- h!.*, whuh m*.m,,s t»(hw..»vt 

Tii-y. '-'‘r ,'*'’7':;r cu,“i1" 

many of his fricult. uhu h l.iihuK inl«- !h.- h.u,.ls of t.ml . . 

• . ,„ , l.c.ilc.r of ,u. ro-a h'Ht.-. «oro hy hnn |.rmtcd 

S"sS\ Vltis v,.lun„ri..m:ai.i.(g M.mc l.it.-rs Ir.nu noble- 

:nti.tci..ainpro.sutiun..g,t,...^ 

Lords for broad, of itrivilogv, and .tUotolea 

late the ro.scinmrnt tifhis iiitnuis. Cuill ^^4),’ 

very little rcveroi.ce. Ih ha. , w - 
.sitying, hut it, pros.* I tl.tuk niysdf a « • ■ 
the ouU.rs of tlt.t Ihmso wt-ro 
peared to have Imeii ittirtt.gcd ; Cuill i^eni a».»y 

„,1 p,,,. ... Id . u. m| i„ . clTO- 

Curll’s act.'OHiu wag, that one evt.m»f a «*“ 

» la i 7 i 5 - 
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man's gown, but with a lawyt'r‘s luml, brought and of ^ 
to sale a number of printeii vuinmi’.s which he found toll 
Pope's epistolary correKjKHii lenr'is tli.it he asked non . 
and was told none, but gave thr price demanded ' 
thought himself authorized to u >e his i'Urcimse to his 
advantage. 

That Curll gave a triu' aia-.-uiit i.f ihe transaction, it; 
reasonable to believe, beeaus.- im I'.ilM-hiu),! was evert 
tected; and when soiik! yrais afivuv.u is I iiirmiioned in 
loLintot, the son of Ihrrnaril, he .ii .iu.'.l his opinion to| 
that Pope knew better than > 1 .• Innv Curll oblai» 

the copies, because another p.u.el «,i-> at the' sametiinesa 
to himself, for which no price had run 1, -cn demanded is| 
made known his resolution not to pav a porter, and cons 
quently not to deal with :i nann U'. . .i.o-ui. 

Such care had been taken to inalic ihr-m public, tint fc 
were sent at once to two hookscliins, t,, t'jiill, who wasUd 
to seize them as a prey, and to Ian:..!, who ini;.;htbea 
pected to give Poiic information <if the seemin;.; injn] 
zoLintot, I believe, di<l nothing, a>id fin!! did wh.it'wisa 
pected. That to make them piddie was the only piirpof 
may be reasonably supposed, be. an-e ih.- numl).;rs (fc 
to sale by the private messengers shewed that hope of 
could not have been the motive ..f tlx- impivssi.m. 

t it seems that Pope, being desitons ..f printing his lette 
and not knowing how to do, witlnait imputation of vai 
,^what has in this country bemi dune veiy rarely, uiutrivedi 
■•j^appearance of compnilsion ; th.it when he eould cunijilii 
|that his letters were surreptitiously published, lie migbti 
3 d|cently and defensively puhli.sli them himself. 

correspondence thus promulgated, fillcJtl 
nation with praises of his candour, tenderness, and lia 
volenccj^the purity of his purpt»ses, atid the iidelity of 1 
friendship, There were some letters whiih a very good 1 



roPF.. 


177 


^ wise man would wish Kul.l>r^^ss(•d. Iwl. as ilu-y had 
'been already exposed, it was impituiitaltk- now to retract 
them. 

From the perusal of tla^se Tailors, Alliui first run- 
ceived a desire of knowing liini ; ariil witli si> uitioli 7wal diti 
he cultivate the rrieiKisiii|> which he had newly fonncnl, that 
when Pope told his pm post* (*f vimlicatiiyg his owir property 
byageiuiine edition, he ohVtWi! to |»av tlie cost. 

- This, however, rc»|n.‘ did not m t igii : Init in time solleitetl 
a subscriptkm for a liuaiti^ vtdtums which appeared {i7J7h 
[believe, with suf{ici<*nt lu'ofu. in the Preiat e he tcdls that 
bis Letters were reposited iti a. irientl Idu'ary, said lo bt* the 
Earl of Oxford’s, and that the t upy ttience ;i,t»len was sent 
Jo the press. Tlie story wa.s doulah'’ss recaaved with dificient 
legrees of credit, It inay he snspecieii that llte Piclace to 
lie* Miscellanies* was written to pre|>art* tire public for such 
in incident; and, to strengthen this tipiuion, Jaines Wors- 
iale, a painter, wiio was ein{di>yed in c:!andt‘stiue negocia- 
ions, but whose veracity wa,s viu'y doullTitl, dec!a.rt‘d that lie 
m ilte messenger who carried, liy i*o|H:fs direction, the 20 
looks to Curll. 

When they were thus published and avowed, as they had 
elation to recent facts, and persons cither tlien living or 
tot yet forgotten, tlu'y niay he stipposed to have found 
paders ; but as llu: facts wma- minute, and the characteri, 
feing either private or litetaiy', w‘erc liiile known or little 
egarded, they awaketu'il no pi»pular kiiuiness or resentment; 
ae book never lna ame nnteli the suhjtTl of conversation ; 
omtM'cad it as eonteinpurary liislory, and some perhaps as / 
model of epistidary language ; hut those who read it did 
ot talk of it. Not mucli, ihereforrs was added by it to fame 
r envy, nor do I remember that it produced either public 
raise or public' I'cnsurc. 

It had, however, ia some degree, the recommendation of 
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novelty. Our language has few Letters, except those 1 
staiesnien. Howel, indeed, about a century ago, publisie 
his Letters, which are commended by Morhoif, and wliicj 
alone of his hundred volumes continue his memory. Loi? 
day’s Letters were printed only once, those of Herbert aij 
Suckling are hardly known. Mrs. Phillips’s [Orinda’s] 
equally neglected, and those of Walsh seem written 35 
exercises, and were never sent to any living mistress of 
friend. Pope’s epistolary excellence had an open field;! 

10 he had no English rival, living or dead. 

Pope is seen in this collection as connected with the otlitj 
contemporary wits, and certainly suffers no disgrace in tlis 
comparison; but it must be remembered that he had th 


power of fa^^dng., himself f. he might have originally hajj 
publication in his mind, and have written with care, or lian 
afterwards selected those which he had most happily coni 
ceived, or most diligently laboured : and I know not whetlierj 
there does not appear something more studied and ailifidal 
^ his productions than the rest, except one long letter bj 
20 Bolingbroke, composed with all the skill and industry of! 
professed author. It is indeed not easy to distinguish affec- 
tation from habit; he that has once studiously formed 3 
stye, rarely writes afterwards with complete ease. Pope ni.| 

Derlnm always with his reputation in his head; SwiS] 
perhaps like a man who remembered that he was writing to 

one who lets thoughts drop ffoiG 
SIS pen as they rise into his mind. 

of appeared, he published the first part 

aonlder^Tlfl-^ ^ system of eii 

Swift (of Sept r/L Jrh 

mentator had’h.. explained by the com. 

of which ’he seems t? ha^^^? consideration, aid 

TT , . desired the success with greaii 


solicitude He 

He had now many open and doubtless 


manji 
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C and the superiority whi. h he ptihlidy arrug.tted titspoMul 

tiie’woi'ldtowisithis InmhliuiUni. 

\llthislic knew, utul ap.-iinst all this he pmvuksi. H.s 
name, and lha. -d' his iVie.ul t» uho.ii the tvork is 
Lbed,worc in th- first edilions earohiUy supiuvsse.l: 
and the poem, bein;-; of a new kind, was aseul.e .1 f, one 01 
nolher as favour .lei.-riuinea. or cunjeettire w.unl.nva ; it 
wi, riJen says Warbuinui, to every man. except him only 
who could write it. 'I’hose who like only wlum they like the to 
aathor uud who arc under the .lominion of a name, eon- 
demnedit; and those admired it who are willing to s. at ter 
nriiseat nuulom, whiih while it is unappropriated txuies no 
envy. Those friends of Tope th.u were trusted with the 

secret went aliout l.ivishing honour, s on the new horn poet, 

and hinting tlial Pop« 

any former rival* * » i i 

To those authurs whuni ho hail persoimlly ofiemkd, aiKl 

, to those whose oihnlun ilio wujUl opoHuleml lu deebive,. ami 

whom he suspected of envy or malevoleium, he Sent hisao 
'Essay' as a invseat before publication, that they might de- 
feat their own enmity hy praises which they could not afler- 


The ‘ Dunces ■ were yet smarlhig with the 


wards decently reU\u;t. . . * i r 

With these preemitions, in *73*1 puhlishea the lirsi 

- part of the ' Kssay on Man.’ T'iiete had been for some lime 
i a report that Pope was Iwsy tipcm a System of Morality; 
but this design was not rhscovered in the new poem, which 
[had a form and :t title with which its rciulcrs were un- 
1 acquainted, its nmepliou wiw not uniform; some thought 
it a very imperfect piece*, though not without good lines. 30 
IWhile the author was unknown, some, as will always happen, 
f favoured liim as an adveuiurcr, and some censured him as an 
I intruder; but all tlioughl liim above neglect: the sale in- 
Icreased, and editions were tiiultiplted. 
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The subsequent editions cT ilir 
two memorable corrections, Ai ih 
friend 


Kpistle 
’*'♦ poet 


extiibii 

andt 


Expatiate freely »Vr tlu% t-iir nf man 

A ijiiitlity niaoi ff/ a 


For which he wrote afierwanls, 


'A niiglny m4 a fian:* 

for, if there was no plan, it was in vain (.» ,les,Tibe or 
the maze. “® 

10 The other .alteration was of tln*si* lims ; 

^And spite nf pi-id«% timi /U» 

One truth is clear, whafrvr* i-», i-i fightP ’ 

but having afterwards discovri’rd, or tH?cii shewn, thatj 

‘truth’which suhsisuai 'in .spite "! .eaM.ii’ cuukl notbe,( 
' clear/ he substituted 


*Aiid spite of pride. iV* ypiif} 

To such oversiglit.s will tin- must vi-„t,ms mind be 
when it is employed at once uptin and pociry 

The second and third IfpiNdr. w, m- published, and Po, 
20 was, I believe, more and iiu»re stispn ted of writiii" them'' 

last, in 1734, he avowed the fotiiih, and elaiiiied the hoioi 
of a moral poet. 

In the concluition It is stifil. ieiitlv aekiiowledged Until 
doctrine of the ‘llssay on Man ’ was .eerived from Ilofo 
broke, who is said to have rhlieid.-d Ib.pe, atimng tlmsnvl 
enjoyed his confidence, as having adopted and mhaiict 
principles of which be did not prn eive the eons,.quence,in 
as blindly propagating opinions contrarv to his own. li 
those communications had hern rotiMdidated inioascb 
?,oreplarly drawn, and delivered to r,.s.,. ftum whom i 
returned only transformed from piose to versi-, has ta 
reported, but hardly can Ire tme. The -Kssav’ ittl 
appears the fabric of a poet ; wltai llolinghrokc suppife 



could be only ihe first prijiriidfs ; the rmhr, lllnstralion, mid 
smbellishmcnls, nuisl all 1 h^ ru|H-*s, 

These principles it is n-'t luy Imsincss to dear frorii 
obscurity, do^:;’tn:i(isnu or iUlNrltuna ; but tlicy were iioi 
immediately cxaiuitp'd ; phil(e.Mphy nut! |toeiry luive not 
often the same nsulm-s; anil tin* * Kssuy * abourukc! in 
splendid amplifu'at inns ami spailUing sentences, whidi were 
read and admired, with no e;reai altenlinn tiHlHur ullimate 

purpose; its flowm’S eanyhl tlu* nye whicli clid not see wlmt 
Jie gay Mage conrealtsh atnl for a time flourished in llie i,o 
sunshine of universal approbation, So little was any evil 
tendency disrovtavd. that, a>'; innocence is unsUN|iieirius, fimny 
read it for a nuumal id' pitay. 

' Its reputation soon invited a tr.'tn>lator* It was first turned 
into French pros<‘, uni! arterwaaals by Resnd into verse, 
poth translatitins frll into the hands of Croiisas, who first, 
ivhen he had the vrrsi'Ui in pr<isf% wrote a general censure, 
ind afterwards reprinted Kesnrrs version, with particular 
'emarlcs upon every paragrapb. 

Crousaz was a proihssoi of S^^il/erland, eminent for his ao 
.;reatise of r.ogitn and bis Kwimm tk Pyrrkimismi^ and, 
however little known t>r r<‘gardf*d here, was no mean an- 
tagonist. His mind was one of those In 'wliidi philosophy 
and piety arc hajipily nniied. He wan accustomed to argu- 
ment and discjuisiiion, and pi'iliaps was grown too desirous 
of detecting faults ; but bis intmihms were always right, his 
^i!)pinions were solid, ant! bis religkm pure. 

Ilis incessant vigilance ftir the promotion of piety disposed 
him to look with distrust upon all !netapl"iysi€al systems of 
theology, an<l all sebemes of virtue and happiness purely 
rational ; and thm'eforc it was not long before he was per- 
fuaded that the positions of Pope, as they terminated for the 
post part in natural religion, were intended to draw mankind 
|way from revelation, and lo repretent ihe whole course of 
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things as a necessary concatenation of indissoluble fatai 
and it is undeniable that, in many passages, a religiouse 
may easily discover expressions not very favourable to mois 
or to liberty. 

About this time Warburton began to make his appearai 
in the first ranks of learning. He was a man of vigoroj 
faculties, a mind fervid and vehement, supplied by incessa 
and unlimited enquiry, with wonderful extent and variety i 
knowledge, which yet had not oppressed his imagination, nr 
la clouded his perspicacity. To every work he brough 
memory full fraught, together with a fancy fertile of origin; 
combinations, and at once exerted the powers of the schol® 
the reasoner, and the wit. But his knowledge was te 
multifarious to be always exact, and his pursuits were to 
eager to be always cautious. His abilities gave hini: 
haughty confidence, which he disdained to conceal 0 
mollify ; and his impatience of opposition disposed lit 
to treat his adversaries with such contemptuous superiorij 
as made his readers commonly his enemies, and excites 
20 against the advocate the wishes of some who favoured tk 
/i He seems to have adopted the Roman Emperor's 

dim metuani ; he used no alta- 
^ ^ of gentle language, but wished to compel rather tlai 

-1 persuade. 

His style is copious without selection, and forcible witloul 
neatness; he took the words that presented themselves: 
his diction is coarse and impure, and his sentences are un- 
measured. 

He had, in the early part of his life, pleased himself wil 
50 the notice of inferior wits, and corresponded with the eneniis 
of Pope. A letter was produced, when he had perkjs 
himMlf forgotten it, in which he tells Concanen, ‘Dryde^ 
i obser^’e, borrows for want of leisure, and Pope for wM: 
of genius; Milton out of pride, and Addison out o’ 



1‘01’K. 


1 Hj 

.jjodesty.' And wli.'ii 'riicnhuM published 'Shahspe.u-e',’ 

,in opposition to I’ope, the best nnles were supplied by 
Warburton. 

But the time was now come wlam Wniinnlnn wj,is to 
chang-e his oimiion, and l'o|,e was to fiml a dchaaim* in 
him who had contrilmfetl so much to tlie exaliation of his 
rival. 

The arrO£?ance of Warhnrion cxiated af«;";unst him wny 
artifice of offence, aiui UnaidVn e it may In* j-aipposed {hai his 
union with Pope was ceicaucd as hy|H>i*rilical incutislancy; lo 
hut surely to think diffrivutly, at diricrcnt times, of poetical 
merit, may be easily allow. m1. Such opinions an* often ad- 
mitted and dismisstul without nice examination. W!io is 
there that has not found reasoit for ('hanging his miiul ahotil 
questions of greaCcr imporlaJia* ? 

Warburton, whaii*V(*r was his motive, mtdertaok, without 
solicitation, to resctn* from the talons of Cronsaz, I'^y 

freeing him ftom the imimUition of favouring fatality, or 
rejecting revelation ; and from monili to month continued a 
vindication of the ' ICssay on Idan/ in tlie literary journal of m 
that time called the * Repul)lic of Letters.' 

Pope, who i)rohabiy began to dou!)| the tendency of his 
)wn work, was glad that the positions, of which he perceived 
limself not to know the full imavning, could by any mode of 
nterpretation be madci to mean well* How much he was 
pleased with his gratuitous dclonder, the following letter 
evidently slmws :— «■ 

‘March 34 , 1743* 

‘ Sir, 

‘ I have just received from Mr* R. two more of your letters* $0 
[tis in the greatest hurry Imaginable that I write this; but I 
:annot hedp thaukitig yoti in particular for your third letter, 
vhich is so extremely clear, short, and full, that I think Mr. 

* * 711 -. ■ 
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v OUK!.! nev..r to luv. .iw„hrv aimwor.r , 

ootso Kondanoii... 1 r.nn.nlv .n' von p”'’ 

>''«>onr, and too mu. I, ,i .ht ^ V ' V “® 

«;j;n^vou!uv,Muad,M;;v;v::;^ 

;iud vntil.i UHi. Jt i ; p, i,. , 1 ' ^ “"Slltll 

mine, hm illiistr.Ued wish a i iv i ^'^'“systeaj 

J'^Uura! ho.!y i.s sasue Mill 
1 like It better than i did h- f,!,. ,„.i . , .‘"'n,' 

I ktiow 1 nmant just what vos. e^,,l n. but '7.'^ ““ 
mmy own meaning' ho w.-l! a. v. , 
well as I ,!„ v..u e., ,m L "t 

eximsKs myself. i»,av u,,.,, ,!.. ' ‘ I co* 

mcnts. I cannot hut \us!! ,L.. 

111 one hook, and ini,.„d ^«iih u.u'r 'le-ivert,!"! 

iianhliiiion t,( pan. ;it l.-.ivt ,4 ' ^ I’™®'! 

>>w I shall not proceed a ^e, « ‘n . 

opinion, &e.' “ jour consent ail 


went, 1*01, e tmi{"'Ii' 2 n “» 

'“real import of the luindjV'ruhi h f 

Bolingbroke. he had amt hl.emio,; i u'o kir"'' 
Bolmgbroke, if In; . , ’ ’'^<1 religion; aj 

sent an instrument of misehiel ( i'*i 
his eyes open on the side of truth 

'^ho related them t.^u, 

he must have mistaken 1! ' B' "as told by him tint 

Bolingbroke wtn IW . 

30 an explanation, dwlmd “'f f 

him. ' Hooke ha.l misundcrstool' 

rro“to‘™ri^’Sl.I”r''’“r' ‘'""™ “OK 
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Jlijg time roi>e Uvea i» lilt' diisesl intimacy with his 
,1- niifl •i,m)lvrrw;u-a<-ahiskimhiess and his zeal; 
r:Sn:d^ interest he 

tame preacher at LineuInV Inn, and to Mr. Allen, who 
L him bis iiiete and his mid hy consequence a 

thooric When he died, he h-l't him the i)roperty of Ins 
wks, a legacy which may he reasonably estimated at four 

fm- the • Iv-sav on Mmr’ appeared by his 
desire of its propagation. I 'ibson. who had gained reputa- lo 
tion by his version of I’doi’s ' Solumoir,’ was employed by 
him to translate it into i.aiin verse, and was for that pnr- 
•Dose some liini; at 'rwiel.enh.un ; Inst he left Ins work, what- 
ever was the reason, nnUnislied ; attd, l.y Henson’s invitation, 
undertook the longer task of ‘ I'aradise Lost.’ Pope then 
desired his friend to find a s, Imlar who should turn his Essay 
into Latin prose; but no Mudi performance has ever ap- 

^ 'pope lived at this lime nw/urfA'' with that reception 

and respect to which his wo.ks entitled him, and which he ao 
had not impaired by any jirivatc misconduct or factious 
partiality. 'I’hougb liolingbvoke was his friend, Walpole 
was not his enemy ; but treated him with so much consider- 
ation as. at his reipiest, t<r soli, it and obtain from the French 
Minister an abbey for Mr. Suuthcol. whom he considered 
himself as obliged to rew.ir.l. by this ejcertion of his interest, 
for the benefit which he had r.aeivcd from hiS attendance in 

along illness, j 

It was said that, when the Court was at 
Caroline had declaied her intention to visit him. This mays 
have been only a careless effusion, lliought on no 
the report of such notice, however, was s^n ^ ^ 
nioiuhs; and, if I do not forget or misapprehend Sajge 
account, Pope, pretending to decline what was not y 
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M -c rflio-ion by ridiculins the ceremony of burning the 

“ Whendhs poem was first pnblisbc.l, the dialogue, haying 

no letters of direction, was ,yerpb'X-‘l ^ ‘’1';' 

seems to have written with no very distinct idea, fur he calls 
that an ‘Kpisde to llaihursl.’ in whu h l.alhurst is intioduccd 

,o t„.l Colt,,.. 

• Characters of iMen,’ written with close atteniion to he lo 
operations of the niiiul and niod.liealu.ns ..I hie. n this 
ooem he has endeavoured lo establish and cKemplify bis 
favourite tl.eory of the rulini; passwn, by which he means an 
orHnal direction of desire to some particular object, an 
Late afieclion which gives all action a delermmalc am 
variable tendency, ami operates upon the whole sys cm o 
life, either openly, or more seerctly by the intervention ol 
some accidental or snl.ordhuUo proiicnsion. 

Of any passion, thus innate and irresistible, the existence 
may reasonably he doubted. Unman characters are by no .o 
means constant ; men change by change 
of acquaintance; he who is at one tune 
is at another a lover of money. 'I’hose, indeed, who attain 
any excellence, commonly si.eml life in one pursuit; fo. 
excellence is not often gained ui.on easier terms. But to 
the particular species of excellence men arc directed, not by an 
ascendant planet or predominating humour, but by ^ 
book wliich they read, some early conversation which they 
heard, or some accident which excited ardour and emulation. 

It must 1)0 :u least allowed that this ruling paistan, anlece- .S 
dent to reason and observation, must have an object inde- 
pendent on human contrivance; for there can be no na ural . 
desire of artificial good. No man, therelorc can b^o n 
in the strict acceptation, a lover of money; for he m. y 





I»ra n.-rnnh., , 

moral sense, a jovt-r of his tr.un»iv t 

.■^■«>aa,.t.isashue.„nradishn.nish'^ 

;»'‘l=‘ny=ti„.mK«uo,!..u eoahtiou ua......sts wl.S ^ 

li.ijtpine.ss of ;i roiiitsry, is 110,%!!, I,. ,„i!,. ,, ,, , ' 

•I'liry and reileciion i,;»v ...ulh.d rMiuin'l'lT 
:• I lnsdocimH.is in ils,.!f i..,n ai w^r 1 , 

teiicknicy is to pi'iiiliioi* tlit? of » l i r 

nation, or «m-riu!inK inim-ipl,. ulii. h 
'nthal a«lniits it, is i.r.‘p,uvd n, ,.o,n,,h. with .avrv'i?’! 
^Pnee or opporinniiy sh..!l «nf.-. .uul to H fter'h r j 
!“ 'I'*' l^nrfnl don, no., n of Na,u,v ' lo 

lIicO'stsii,-.s,s authority nf his 

i t»jH* has forrnf*ii his thf^orv wnli sti liiili* 

. . l»y whid. he illustrates and .■onr,iiusV! ’1'’"'” 

. passions, 

1 0 t!ie * ChanicterH cif .Mt^f M, . t j i 

“S™:, 

contiinM -1 I ’ ™*‘* ndviaitsemfflt,tot 

«:“xr5F£^ 

" cli,,faj 're’arhm'oTM,?'” 

-4/mm ' and hi>r t ^SfPwough uitder the name 0 

11= p.Mi*,d ,™„ Ul» u, fa, , 
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imitations of po^nns <»r Horace, generally with his 

name and once, as uas suNpcctcd, without it. What he was 

numeral primdplcs ashamed to own, he ought to have 

Dressed. Of dies*‘ pictu^s it is nseless to settle the dates, 

thpvhad seldom nitu h relation to the times, and perhaps 
as tnej ‘ . . 

liadbeen long m Ins ijands. 

This mode of imiiaiion, in which the ancients are familiar- 
ised by adapting tluar siaUinumts to modern topics, by 
making Horaot say of Shaks|H,*are what he originally said of 
Ennius, and accoinnn Hitting his satires on Pantolabus and 10 
Homentanus to the ilittcrta's and prodigals of our own time, 

^as first practised in the rcie.u of Charles the Second by 
Oldham ant! Roclic:‘ 4 t‘r, at least I nnnember no instances 
more ancient It is a kind tif midillc composition between 
translation and origimd dcsiygi, which j)leases when the 
thoughts arc nncxpta icilly appl leal and the parallels lucky. 

It seems to liavc been favourite amusement; for he 

has carried it furtlier than any former poet. 

Hepublislied liluavisr a itwival, in smoother numbers, of 
Dr. Donne's C^allia^s/ whicli was recommended to him by the 20 
Duke of Slirewshnry anti the Ivirl of Oxford They made 
no great impression tm the* public. D^po seems to have 
known their imbecility, aiul therefore suppressed them while 
he was yet contending; to rise in n^putation, but ventured 
them when he thought their tlehdcncies more likely to be 
imputed to Dtmne* tlsan himself. 

The epistle to Dr. Arhuihnoi, which seems to be derived 
in its first design from Ihnkmn s Address a son Esprit, was 
published in January t 73 r,, about a month before the 
death of him to whom it in inscribed. It is to be regretted ao 
that cither honour or pleahure should have been missed by 
ArbiUhnot ; a man estimable for his learning, amiable foi his 
life, and venerable for his piety. 

} Arbuthnot was a man of comprehension, skilful in 
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his profession, versed ni tiie Ivm es, arquaiiued with ' ■■ 
literature, and able to animate- hi:, mass uf knowlod^elll 
bright and active iinaglnatieui ; a ni liular of g^at biilii 1 
of wit; a wit, who, in the viMwd nf lifh^ and I 

covered a noble ardour of ndiejuii-'i ;!!‘ah ■■ 


In this poem Fo|)e setans to u\ Lmu with tlic public | 
vindicates himself fnnn n-nsuir:;; anj ^viih tlignitj 'raife 
than arrogance, enforces his own cLiims to kindness anl 
respect 

ro Into tills poem are inleruan^ii t^rveral paragraphs wliij 
had been before printed as a f'ia:gfisr;i!, .uul among thein| 
satirical lines upon Aaldistm, i*! \Ui;i h thr best couplet lijs 
been twice corrected It was al lii^t 


<Who wotiltl not if Hwh a titan fla:*re be? 
Who would not laugh if Addi mu wcic he?* 

Then,.^ 


'Who would not gdevr if 11 umn fliruc be? 

Who would not laugh if A>blt%,iit lie?* 

At last it is,— 

20 ‘AVho hut nnm laugh if mrh a man llmiv be? 

Who wuuld not weep if AOonn vtrrr tjr?* 

He was at this time at opm war with Iain! Ilervey, \4 
had distinguished himseli an a sir. of v atlhiaeni ty the Ministrj; 
and, being oITended with a Ciniinni iiiiuih answer to one ol 
his pamphlets, had suminoiitHi riiliriif-y to a iimi Wktliei 
he or Pope made the first alt.it k, pin haps cannot now b 
easily known : he had written an iinvi nve against ikptbwhom 
he calls, * Hard as thy heait, ami as ilic biriti ohscimq’ ad 
hints that his Hither was a Mkr* lA iIiim Pope wroteareplj 
^oin verse and prose; the versci are in iIiih poem; amltlie 
prose, thougli it was never itmi, h piinird among his Letters, 
but to a cool reader of the presnil time exliibiiK nothing but 
tedious malignity* 



His last Satires, of the general kind, were two Dialogues, 
lined from the year in wliicli they were published, ‘ Seven- 
'en Hundred and Tliirty-eiglit/ In these poems many are 
raised and many are re})rc)acliC(L Pope was then entangled 
I the Opposition ; a follower of the Prince of Wales, who 
Ined at his house, and the friend of many who obstructed 
id censured tlic conduct of the IHinisters. His political 
irtiality was too idainly shewn ; lie forgot the prudence 
ith which he passed, in his earlier years, uninjured and 
iioffending, through inndi more vioUmt conflicts of fiction. lo 
In the first I)ialogiu‘, iuiving an opjjortmiity of praising 
Jlen of Bath, he asked his leave to mention him as a man 
ot illustrious by any inerii of his ancestor.s, and called him 
I his verses Mow-born Allen/ IMen are seldom satisfied 
ith praise introduced or Adioweii liy any mention of defect* 

Hen seems not to have taken an}* pleasure in liis epithet, 
hichwas afterwards sofienetl into Mmmlile Allen.’ 

In the second Dialogiu* lu* took some liberty with one of 
le Foxes, among others; which Vox, in a reply to Lyttelton, 

)ok an opportuiuiy of ri‘paying, by reproaching liim with the 20 
iendship of a lampooner, who scattered Ins ink without fear 
[decency, and against whom he hoped the resentment of 
le Legislature would t[uirkly lie discliarged. 

About this time i’aul Whiirhead, a small poet, was sum- 
loned before the Lords for a poem called * Manners/ to- 
etherwith Dodshw his publisher. Whitehead, who hung 
)ose upon society, sculkci! and escaped; but Dodsley^s shop 
nd family made his appearanco necessary. He was, how- 
ver, soon dismissfd; and the whole process was probably 
iteiKled rather to intimiviafe l*opc than to punish White- ao 
ead. 

Pope never afterwards aucmpied to join the patriot with 
^ poet, nor drew' Ins jam upon statesmen. That he de- 
isted from his attempts of reformation is imputed, by his 







<>l>»»un tlmt th,. u!' hi. ...uiiv wch.1,1 "" 

ittvi' of jtDwcr or of iiitm.n : hi* i- 

iinportant ;uul ionia-ial.:-. .u,',i .iKihlii.l 10 ^^ 

in. ^hunhi b.. ,noro ..r- .fh- t.l' 

Jill! ' Jh'liuiirs of Si liblriu.. ' ...lUtM,,. I 1 
exlfiui only to tlu- firs! itM.ik ../u wn,k nroim!r*“ ‘‘' 
»oby Popo. Swili. a,„l A.bMtI.Hu;, vU.M , Jto i“r“ 



wtie <i.siK«isf,l ; Ii„‘ ,i,.sig„ was itfvrr <tiiiipleted; and* 
burton l.uiu'iiis its tiiisi-.irri tire i. ... . » , 

polite leltem " ‘''"•‘b' “-‘•“"'-•t very disastrot 
seemH to l.< the proiluiuuu „r Arltmh„„i, with a fewto»rl 

1 ^ ‘ -‘''O -w little praA 

that they are not known; n«n'^-inU}o Mtir^ a 

blit Iw tW *1 ^ 

W hyUtt learncch lie* ratM*H Hiani..niK of absurdity ai 

then ,lr,vcs ««,»>- H, ,„reH d.sea.seH that were « 

haa^lt^rr" 

1 Wke! Cr " ''’^b'otten. us no man coi, 

e vmer, tetter, or merrier, by reineintM*iiiig it. 

The design cannot bouM of o,igi„a!ity; for be* 

1^7 f Oufle. 

with hinis^*\-*° *”“‘'7*' ^'■‘■*“'“1*^8 supplied ii 

have teen com *! 7* ** ' **"■* *’“*'*‘* ”"8^ 

have teen contented, tiiough iIk rest l.:ul beo «„mr«J 
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Pope had soiiglit for and sentiments in a region 

aot known to have been explored by many other of the 
English writers; he had t nnhiiUi!d the modern writers of 
Latin poetry, a class oi auil«irs whom Boileau endeavoured 
io bring into coutctupt, aud who are too generally neglected, 
pope, however, was tint ashauu'd ol' their acquaintance, nor 
ungrateful for tlic a<lvautai',es which he might have derived 
from it- A small seh'tiiou tia^iu the Italians who wrote in 
Latin had been [^ubli^bed at Li utdon, about the latter end of 
the last century, hy a man who ci>iu‘i‘aled his name, but whom lo 
his preface shews to li.ive been well tjualitied for his under- 
taking- This coIUh iImu i’ope amplified by more than half, 
and (1740) puhli.^de-d it iu two volumes, but injuriously 
omitted his predeta^sNor's pri*faei*. To these books, which 
had nothing but tiu* nuTr no regard was paid, the 
authors were still led, ami the editor was neither praised 
tier censured. 

He did not sink into itlloiicss ; he had planned a work, 
which he consiihacd as suhsetpient to his 'Essay on Man,' 

which he has given this aecuunt to Dr* Swift : — 20 

‘March 25, 1736. 

‘If ever T write any more h!pistles in verse, one of them 
shall be addrvsseti lu ytm. I have Icmg concerted it, and begun 
it; but 1 would make what hiairs your name as finished as 
[iiy last work ought iu 1 h% that is to say, more finished than 
myofilie rest, 'TIh' j-ubjini is large, and will divide into four 
Epistles, which natuially lollow the ‘Essay on Man,' viz., 
h Of the Extent ami Intuits of Human Reason and Science, 
g. A View of the Usdnl aticl therefore Attainable, and of the 
QnuseM and tlrercfiive Unaitainablc Arts. 3* Of the Nature, 30 
Ends, Ap|)licalion, anti Use cjf difTerent Capacities. 4. Of 
ihe Use of Learning, of the Science, of the World, and of 
iVit. It will conrluile wiili 11 Satire against the misappli- 
jaliou of all these, exintiplified by Pictures, Characters, and 
Examples/ 


o 
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ilns wnii. in it^ f„l| fsiciil, 
astlnmi. u.k! fi.ui.nK tiu- ,..nv,T.s .,r l.r, .! 
be had no longer t,, und.'i t ik! ' 'h ^ 

mutenuls wl.ich ho \ml jauvidod. h,- add.-d' ■ , n- 
miucsi. anoiiuT hook *<> <he Vihnu i.d; of I. , r " 
>sl.) nduaife such siudi.s as an- ..itli.-r h.,n.l 

as cuhor iHirsiie wi.at is uiuiiainal.le, or vh'.r’r 
laine.!. is of „u „s,-. ‘^>'1 

\\lifii tins hook was priiil.'d fi-. .\ ,i,,, t , , 

lofur SODli^ li„u* H 1 . 0 I, Ii„. l„>;,d (.1 (•.hl'irr' .f"*' 

''''“/“’‘’I''"':" 

r, 

I liavr oilfijilrij liim/ ’ ’ 

_ Ii niijiht have l«-,-n rsi..M.-d d,,a I*,,,,,. sh.„il.l i,.,™. 
'» «>rnc d.>Kr<-r. m..!i.(k-d in- .his snh„„sl,v, ... i ^ 

^onosudu:onM..|u..m,v apin-ao-d. Tlu,....!, h!' T’ 

teniptunusly in ,,1' l.is S.uacs. .-d.. i, r i-,® 
Arlnuhnot; and i,, d,,. r»,„,h |.o,.'k ed'.!»- bl-'Ii 

JiHu wifh acriiiiom*, la wljk'li rlit^ nr V ^ 

iiC ml L’llrT', " “1.^ 

30 .^^ 

b s. , r "» -I.™ - 

"•'■i 

on to iltiws^ itw^irwrlvfi'q hv Will 

»» >te »„W II, „„ ,1,^ ^ J 
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ffliich he declares his resolution from that time never to 
bear another blow witljout returning- it, and to tire out his 
adversary by perseverance, if he cannot conquer him by 
strength. 

The incessant and unappeasable malignity of Pope he 
imputes to a very distant cause. After the ‘Three Hours 
after Marriage’ had been driven off the stage, by the offence 
diidi the mummy and crocodile gave the audience, while 
the exploded scyne was yet fresh in memory, it happened 
ihatCibber playtal ‘ llajes ’ in the ‘ Rehearsal;’ and, as it hadio 
jeen usual to enliven the part by the mention of any recent 
heatrical transactions, lie said that he once thought to have 
Etroduced his lovers disguised in a mummy and a crocodile. 
This,’ says he, ‘ was received with loud claps, which indi- 
ated contempt of tlic jday.’ Pope, who was behind the 
cenes, meciting him as he left the stage, attacked him, as he 
ays, with all the virulence of a ‘wit out of his senses;’ to 
’hid) lie rejdied, ‘ that lit* would take no other notice of what 
as said by so particular a man, tlian to declare, that, as often 
she played that part, lie would repeat the same provocation.’ 20 
He shews his opinion to be, that Pope was one of the 
ithors of the play wlaich he so zealously defended ; and adds 
lidle story of Pope’s hchaviour at a tavern. 

The pamphlet was written with little power of thought or 
nguage, ami, if suffered to remain without notice, would 
ivebcen very soon hjrgotten. Pope had now been enough 
iquainted with hninaa life to know, if his passion had not 
len too pow(?rruI for his understanding, that, from a con- 
ntion like his with Cibber, the world seeks nothing but 
version, which in given at the expense of the higher 30 
aractcr. Wlum Cibber lampooned Pope, curiosity was 
died; what Pope would say of Cibber nobody enquired, 
till hope that Pope’s asperity might betray his pain and 
isen las dignity. 
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rie should, thereforo. • uiliuv.l ih,. pamphlrtt 
and die, witliout coidcssiit!'; that ii him. 
of being shewn as Ciitlier’s aisI.ti 4 >mi -4 ruuid ncvabe' 
pensatcd by the victory. t'i*'!irr ii.r! 1,1],,,.^!!'* 

Pope had exhausted ail hi - nidi niiv m.,,,, i,j,„ 
rise in the esteem both hi , tii.-n.', ],jj 
Silence only could have in, id.- inn, dt-.i,ir,i|||,.. 
whiclidid not appear to b.- t. J; h.iv,. ' ' 

vain. ' 

ro But Popehs irascibility piev.u!.-.!, and he resolved lo 1' 
the whole Biiglish woil.i ih.t! b.- w,i .u -.ei!' v.idi 
to shew that he tlioupht him n.i . i.;iiiii,.ii xlver.sarvV* 
pared no common vcngcanrr; h.- publid,,,!' a '„;’2 
of the ‘Dunciad,’ in whi. h hr .i,yi.id,-.i rhenluU fromi 
painful pre-eminence, au.I ritthioin-d t'ihhrr in Ms J 
Unhappily the two In-rocs wne ni ..p[,u:,.i,- t li.mictcis J 
Pope was unwilling to lose wh.it In- h.nl ,,iu..n|j- writter j 
has therefore depraved liis puem |,y giving to Cihbet'J 

.oTheob-^’ 

Pope was ignorant eiu.ugh ul las own inlvr.-.st to «l 
another change, am! inirodm.-d ( Kb..,,,.. n!iiy f„ri 
prize among the booksellers, lKh.irii(' w.ih .1 man eiua 
destitute of shame, without sense uf .n,y .l,sgr,,iv Imiitoi 
poverty. He told me, whe,i he w.,s .l.,i„g ,l,,t .hidriis; 

opes lesentment, that he hliinilii he pjii iiati ihu 'i)tincy'' 
but he had the fate of Csia».in.Ii.t ; I gave no cmlitioi 
prediction, till in time I saw it aceomplishrt!. Tin- .sluftioi 
satire were directed equally in vain ng.nnst fihiH-r a„dfc 

,to borne ; being repelled by the impenetrable impudence of ok, 

and deadened by the impassive dulnrss oi the other, Pope 

confessed his own pain by Isis anger; but he g.ivv iiopaiio 
those who had provoked him. J !« was able t« hurt noiidij 

'In, us- 
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limself; by transferring tlie same ridicule from one to 
tnother, he destroyed its efficacy ; for, l>y sliewing iliat 
ifhat he had said of one lie was ready to say of another, 
le reduced himself to the insignifu:ant:e of his own rnagiiic, 
^boh-om his cage calls ‘cm kuld ^ at a venture. 

Cibber, according to his ('ngagennmt, n‘|>aid tlie ‘ Dunciadd 
fith another pamjihlet, which, Pcjpc saifl, ‘would he as good 
s a dose of liartshnrn to him hnl his tongue and his lieart 
rere at variance. I have lusird iMr. Richardson relate that he 
ttended his father tin* paintm' on a visit, when one of Cihlicr’s lo 
anipblets came into the liaiids of Rupe, who said, * These 
lings are my diversion.’ 'rin’}* sat lyv him while he perused 
, and saw liis features wridum witli anguish; aud young 
ichardson said to his tathm. when tiiey returned, that he 
)ped to be preservetl fruin such do ersion as had been tltat 
ly the lot of 

From tins time, finding his diseases more op|>ressive, and 
s vital powers gradualh' d('elining, lie no longer strained 
s faculties with an}' original eomiHisition, nor |;)ro|>osed 
ly other ein|)l()yiru^^ for his remaining life than the revisal 20 
id correction of his former works, in wliicli he received 
!vice and assistance from Warhurton, wlioin he apipears to 
ve trusted and hoiunircil in the highest degree. 

He laid aside his (‘pic pomu. perhajis wiiliout mucli loss to 
mkind; for his hem was Rrulus the Trojan, who, accord- 
V to a ridiculous lietion, estaldished a colony in Britain. 

:ie subject therefort? was of llie fabulous age; the actors 
ire a race upon whom imagination has been exdiausted and 
ention wearied, and to whom tlie mind will not easily be 
called wlien it is invited in Idank verse, wliich Pope Iiad 30 
opted with gn'at im[)rudcnee, and, I tlank, wdthofft due 
iisideration of tlu* nature of our language. The sketch is, 
least in ]>art, pr<‘S(‘rveil by KulThead ; by wliicIi it apjiears 
It Pope was thoughtless enougli to model the names of ids 
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heroes with terminatinns not nuKistent with the t’ 
country in wliich he |i!an\s llirin. 

ffe iingeieil tluouith th<' nr\f umt, hut perceived hn 

as he cx|jresses it, linwu the hiil/ He had ft 

least five years been ahlirteh with an asthma and other 
orders, whieli !us plusieian-; wen- tmahl^t to relieve. To^^i 
the end of his lilt* he r.onsiilir'd Ih*. I'liomson, a man ' 
had, by large prtmh..es and hve tensnres of the conn 
|iractice of physie, forced ihm.a'li np into sudden reputat 
10 I lioinstm deelareil hisdis!eu.i|ier ha In* a dropsy, andevacn 
|.nmol ^the water by tinetyri' i»i jalaii, hut confessed that 
belly did not subside, 'i'itoiu on had many enemies 

Poi'te was jierstiadisl to iiisuii-s liiin. ^ 

iviiile lie was yet ea|nible tif aiutj- rmrnt and conversati 
as he was one day silting in ilir .lij wdh Lord Bolingbri 
and !aird Marehniont, he s.ov !h. fa\.mrite Martha Bloun 
the boliom of die terrai e, antf a%hrdi I.nrd Bulingbroketo 
and hand her uje Ikdingtaokr, lua hldng his errand, crosi 
his legs, and sat still ; bni fauil Mao hmont, wlio wasyomj 
aoand less eaialotjs, waitei! on the ladv. who, when he came 
her, asked, * he nta d* ad )r’i f* She is said to ht 

neglecled liirn with shanndnl mddndne. . in tlie latter time 
his decay ; yet, of the little width hr* had to leave, she I 
a very great part. Hieir a«'t}nainianrf‘ began early; the! 
of eacli was picltired on the oihePs irniid ; tlieir conversati 
dierefore was endearing, fur wbm ibrv met there was 
immediate coalition of ctingenial notiuns, Perhaps he cc 
sidered heninwillingnesH to approath the chamber of sic 
ness as female weakness, or hninan ffailiy ; pcriiups het? 
30 conscious to liimself of pervi^hni^H and impatience, ( 
though ha was offended !»}* Iht iiiaUentian, might yetco 
sidar her merit m overbalancing her fault; and, if he ki 
suffered his heart to lie iiltemiicni fonts her, lie could ha 
found nothing that might fill her |'»!ace; he could have 01 
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shrunk within himself; it was too late to transfer Iris con- 
fidence or fondness. 

In May, i744. approachm"’ ; on the sixth 

he was all day delirious, whirli he mentioned four days after- 
wards as a sufficient humiliaiinn of tlie vanity of man ; he 
afterwards complained of s.-eiu.u; things as thron-h a curtain, 
and in false colours; and one day, in the presence of Dodsley, 
asked what arm it was that eanie out from the wall. He said 
that his greatest inconvenience was inahility to think. 

Bolingbroke sometimes wept over him in this state of m 
helpless decay; ami being told hy Spence that Pope, at the fv* 
permission of his delirioiisness, uhis always saying some- ^ 
thing kind cither of his pntsent or absent friends, and that » ' 
his humanity .seemed to have survived his understanding, ' 
Answered, ‘It lias so.' And added, ‘ I never in my life knew 
I man that had .so tmider a lieail for his particular friends, or ' 
inore general friendship for mankind.’ At another time he 
iaid, ‘I have known Pope th.-s.* ihirly years, and value myself 
more in his friendship diaii’' his grief then suppiessed his 
voice. 

Pope expressed undoubting confidence of a future state. 

Being asked by his friend Mr. Hooke, a papist, whether he 
would not, die like his father and mother, and whether a priest 
should not he called, he answered, ‘ I ilo not think it essential, 
hut it will he very right ; and I thank you for putting me in 
mind of it.’ 

In tlie morning, aftim the priest hail given him the last 
sacraments, he said, ’ Thert' i.s nothing that is meritorious 

but virtue and friendship, and indeed friendship itself is only 

* ' -10 
a part ot virtue/ 

He died in tlie evening of ihe 30 th clay of May, 1744* so 
placidly that th«? jUiiuulants did not discern the exact time ot 
his expiration. He was huibd at Twickenham, near his 
■ * Sp««* 
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flither and mother, where a iti 

him by his CDrnm<mlatnr, the IhHliMp nf ( hoiUT.sier 

He left the can- <if hi-; ! .q'.-is tu bis ium's y 
Lord Boiingbroke, ami. if !.■>• ii.it l,(. 

Earl of Mardimoiit, midiiiiStr !lv ^ 

of the trust, and eager to 1 bi [In, 

dream of inthu'iiei* l)e_viiii ! Ins ! !'•. 

Dodsley the hooksrllcr woii i; fo bT.'iiiv ns il 

Usher, and was told tl.ai thr ,i„t 1^,, 

lospeclcd; and whatever wa-. t!,.- u-,.- ts,,. wnrU 1,55 

disappointed of what was ' r. 'nvi d f, .t tl,,. 

He lost, indis'd, the tavt.ni of !iulat,;l.iitl,e hvuljy 

I'.tmphlet rallaPTI 

ETtriot King' Iiad'heen juil ml., his i,,,tids lliat k mi,] 
procure the imi.ression id’ a vety Lu . to he ilisiribita 
according to the anthor’s dii. . tiun, aiiumg his friftnis^j, 
Pope assured him that no imti. had priiited ihanw 
allowed; but, soon after his de,,tl,, th,- 
resigned a complete edition fdi.-.-u hiimiivd enjii,",* 
20 Pope had orriered him to piint an.! to i.-t.iin in secret. H 
kept, as was observed, hi-, eii,.;agr-mriit in pnpe 1,01^4,1 
- Pope had kept it to his frieml ; and m.thaig was knmtno 
the transaction till, upon the death i.| his emplnver, I 
thoiiglu himself obligni in drliv.-i jh.' books to the rtt 
owner, who, with great iiuiignati.m, made a tin,, in hisBi 
and delivered the whole inipirsMon in jhc ihinn's, 
Hitherto nothing had been done whiih was no; ratarlt 
dictated^by resentment of viahiied f.,>ih; leseniiiiMit n« 
acrimonious as the violator ha.l !«*ei» m.n.* loved nr n« 
30 trusted. But here the anger might have stopped ; ilir iipij 
was private, and there was little danger fti.m the example. 

Boiingbroke, however, was imi yet wiiHlied; his thirst d 
VMgeance excited him to Idasl the tni'inMiy of the imnovs 
w om he had wept in his last snuggles ; .uui he eniplovd 



Mallet, Jinotlior fn<‘n*l tn tt*ll the talc to the public 

fith all its afi'g'ravatunis. W'arhurUiu, whose heart was warm 
^itl^ yg legiU'V, ansi triuirr by tltr rt^ceiU separation, thought 
it proper for him to iubo po^r, and urulertook, not indeed to 
vindicate the action, for brt-;u h nf trust has always something 
criminal, but to extrtnnfr it bv an apology. Having ad- . ^ 
vanced, wliat caiinot b«* tb uiiMi, that moral obliquity is made % 
more or less exeusablr Iw lh«’ tnotivcs tliat produce it, he 
enquires what fvil purp< *-o t mid have induced Pope to break 
his promise, lb' could not ibdigbt his vanity by usurping the lo 
work, which, thouyji tea sold in shops, had been shewn to a 
number more than stiila a n\ to preserve the author’s claim ; 
he could not gratify IiIn avauM', for he could not sell his 
plunder till Pulingbmkc wa -; thnul ; and even then, if the 
copy was left to amahrr, bis fraud would be defeated, and if 
deft to himself', woulil bt* tisclcss, 

Warburton tlicridVa'c* s.nppnhcs, with great appearance of 
reason, that tlie irrcgulanty nt his cotuluct proceeded wholly 
from his r.eal fm lUdinidnukt^ whi> might perhaps have de- .y 
stroyed the pam]>hba, whiih Pupc thought it his duty to pre- 20 
serve, even without its aiuhtuks ;qquohuiion. To this apology 
an answer w'lis wriucn in a * Letter to the most impudent 
Man living/ 

He brought some rrprmu h tjpon bis own memory by the 
petulant and enutetuptuMUs mt’ulum made in his will of 
Mr. Allen, ami an aOVd^al irpayment of bis benefactions. 

Mrs. Blount, as tho known iVitmd and favourite of Pope, 
had been inviuul tu thr of Allen, where she comported 

herself with such indcj rni arrogance, that she parted from 
Mrs. Alhm iit a state of iirmnualcable dislike, and the door 30 
was for ever harreni against her, llhs exclusion she-resented 
with so much I'lttU’niess as to refuse any legacy from Pope 
unless lie left the wot Id with a disavowal of obligation^ to 
Allen, IlaviiTg been long under her 4OTMai^now_tottermg 
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in the decline of life, aiid unnMe t„ . , 

her temper, or. peiimps will, i!,,- p,-, J 7''”“"' 

suadcd that .she Imd .uffne.l imno.oer 
plied with her deiiund. ,ind p..;:,,:,.,! 'i,:, 
senlment. Allen aecepn- ! il,,- !,'e „ e u'l ' -i , ^ 
Ilo.spital at iMth, oli-.frviii': ih.it I',,,,,. 
accmimut.i, and ih.it if , -o h,. !,.„i 
he had coiue uearvr to fhr !!u:h. 


Tint person of Pope .s uvl! know,, not to 
10 formed In- llie nieest riio, lei. il,-!, , le ' 

; Lillie C:!uh;eo.„p..red hiniself ,o : 
isdesenhed as ptonil.ei.im hrhind l„.fi»re tr™ ! 
tohavciieen heamifhl m hi-infunv; ia.t hewwof'r'^ 
siituuon originally ieehle .md ° 

-i.'.,.., 

m|«rl II,, 

•» '"■« ■' '■■v.-l „i„, „ 

nece.ssary to raise hi.s seat. P.m l,, , j,, , 
and his eyes wen; aiiiinated .iml lirid. 

By natural deforniity. or a.eideni.d distortion 


f . tiiHiortion. he 

ametions were so mnel. dis,.,d,-,..d, ,i..„ |.is pf, 

disease. H,s most fospieni .iss.ot.ini m.is the 
which he mini t.i leii. ve l.y inli.din,,; the steam 
wliicli he very fretjuentlv retjuited. 

Most of what eat, !.e ndd eom -rtiing !,e. petty pi-fuli* 
^,swas communtcaied l.y a fem.de d-mmstie ihe' Ll o t 
. ford who knew h.m perhaps ..he, the noddle of f 1 ' 

of stiff canvas, bettig fcarcr nblr m 
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(jll they were heed, and h«' lln-n put on a flanrid waistcoat. 
One side was conlr;u:if.l His I'-;-/’ 'vcrc so slender, that he 
enlarged their hulk with thr.r pair nf stockiuKs, which w.-re 
town on and off hy th.’ maid ; for he was not ahl.- to dress 
orundress himself, and mdiher went to hed nor mso^wiih- 
out help. His weakness made it very dillkailt for him to 

be clean. , 

His hair bad fldlen ahrni'l .dl away; and he used to dine 

sometimes with F.ord ( txfor.l. piivately, in :t velvet cap. His 
dress of ccreiuouy was Idack, witli a tye-wig and a little lo 
sword. 

The indulitence ;nul wliirh Ivin sickuesH 

required, hud lmv.}a him ul! iIh* wnphvt*.iiig uiul misCHuat 
qualities of a valijtufliuury imin. Uv mpmtd that every- 
thing should giv<‘ way to or hmucrur, as a child 

whose parents will not hear her ct)*i has aui muresisled 
dominion in the nursery*. 

* fpii tinfiini itmlmrt hnmwf^ 

CVe qtii Vhimmi t^/ hmjemn ftf/mit* 

When he wanted to sleep he 'nodded in company;' 
once slumbered at his own tahle while the Prince of Wales 

was talking of port ry. ^ 

The reputation \vlu<”h his fririulslap gave procured him 
many invitations ; Intt he was a very troublesome inmate* He 
Drought no st*rvant, and had so many wants that a numerous 
itlendaiu-ur was scare tdy abUr to supply ihein* Wlierever he 
was, he left no rotun for am>tlua% because he exacted the at- 
ention and (‘mploytnl the activity oi the whole family- His 
ixrands were st^ hei|tuait and frivolous* that the footmen in 
ime avoidtal and negh-cted him; and the Earl of Oxford 30 
lischarged some of die servants for their .resolute refusa.l of 
lis messages, llic maids, when they had neglected their 
>usine8s, alleged that iliey hat! been employed, by Mr* Tope, 
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One of bis constant demands was of coffee in the night, and 
to the woman that waited on him in his chamber he was very 
bnrthensome ; but he was careful to recompense her want of 
sleep ; and Lord Oxford’s servant declared that in a house 
where her business was to answer his call, she would not 
ask for wages. 


He had another fault, easily incident to those who, suffer- 
ing much pain, think themselves entitled to whatever plea- 
sures they can snatch. He was too indulgent to his appetite; 

10 he loved meat highly seasoned and of strong taste; and, at 
the intervals of the table, amused himself with biscuits and 
dry conserves. If he sat down to a variety of dishes, he would 
oppress his stomach with repletion, and though he seemed 
angry when a dram was offered him, did not forbear to drink ‘ 


It. His friends, who knew the avenues to his heart, pampered 
him with presents of luxury, which he did not suffer to stand 
neglected. The death of great men is not always propor- 
tioned to the lustre of their lives. Hannibal, says Juvenal, 
did not perish by a javelin or a sword ; the slaughters of 
10 Cann^ were revenged by a ring. The death of Pope was 
Imputed by some of his friends to a silver saucepan, in which 
It was his delight to heat potted lampreys. 

That he loved too well to eat is certain ; but that his sen- 
suahty shortened his life will not be hastily concluded, when 
I IS remembered that a conformation so irregular lasted sit 
and fifty years, notwithstanding such pertinacious diligence 
of study and meditation. ° 


in ^“tercourse with mankind he had a great delight f 

aoind'Sftiid all his purposes by 

aomfcect and unsuspected methods. ‘He hardly drank te 

an at the house of hi7fnendf, he wanted 

terms b“”wotw 

veoi^LTXen t" " something con- 

ough, when ,t was procured, he soon made it 



1 .. ..,1 ,* it h.ul l'r< )i riM ixnviK-nilt-tl. Tixi:. he 

K!°'' 1 o’m-rv till !*'■ ‘ 'T' ''"’‘1 

uch small ucr 4 -iM,.>. lias I-aav ll..ii.u'1'n.Uc u-l 

Xtu'h ulu-as.-, tlut, • hr l-Uvr.l Ihr l-Ulidat, ah..x. 

i mniii.s' Ud uuiu -..haWc ot tsK- 

abbiiges ;uu ^ i ^ „„.a it. H.1 larii. Mill mmiw. 

.patriot Kii'K, •> ■ ■ j il h.ihit ,.1’MH.rwy mul 

himself with till' I limn - , ii .k-. s nut ;i5>lH-.tr » 

^ 1, m l.vviv,uuyi»i.-m. 

" hi.ti...i.Mnm.ihrlmuia 

beknownolwlmlhi li. ^ 

Slid; twiuuiu.li iiumiMi) ,„iia. 

sentences <if '/"'“"'i Inly sf.u.ii-. uyin. 

either wise «> '1 , ,i* uiisl his inseiiiilUwi> 

‘r'r:: 

for SlKihsiuMto w .1 ■ I < • m ; ^ ^ j 



Oxford silently . nu ‘«h' l< " "•') • f.K,tmon were 

back by more infated by Lady 

knowing his jK-evishnoHS, "Ji sharpened jo 

from conlradu-iuiK' >m, ^ ^ die honse. 

to such asperity that one or the ^jth servants 

He sotnetina-H comksanded or his own, 

or inferiors, but by «.o tnerrimeul, erthet of others 
was he ever seen excited to laughter. 
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Of his domestic di.ir.i. tw. fniK.diiy was a nn ^ 
remarkable. Having iii-ierminr«i ii,,j ij. ] 
determined not to be in w.tnt. atn! th.a, ibrc ^.■■7™'*^”* '* 
nanimously rejected ali leini.iafjuns n. evnl! ' “"‘’"“S' 
his fortune. I'ln.s geiier.d e.ire i„. univ 
but it sometimes apj,..,,,..] m 
such as die practice of uutim; Im, , 
of letters, as UKiy be .seen n. the 
by whicii perhajw in th'e yeam live s!,j||,-„!: 
to or in a niggardly reception of 1 ,;^ biemls.'iuui s'!!?”'''' 
entertainment, as, when be h.td two ,.,„.sts i„ ®®“'l 
would set at supper a single ,.,m npoirii,.. t ,ble ! 
himself taken two .small gl.i.se.. would tmire 
^ ^ men, I leave you (o ytuir wiur.* Yvi |,p I ; 

‘he has a heart for all, a Ik.hh* i,.| ,,ii m,] 
may think, a fortune far alf ' ' ' % 

He sonietime.s, howevei, m.ide i r 

p., , t ,,,, I, ^ 

-be often displayed, th.u 
conducted his affidr.s would 1„uh ■ ih ■ 
certain and casual, amounted ..niv |.. .bout -l i m'T' 
pounds a-year. of whid, i.oweve, h,. 'i i 7 

‘0 assign one hundred to eh, „i,y 



have been too full • it wmil It l' ' T s«isio 

«king of hi, none,. J,, ‘Kl'tal s» i«4i 

3° garden and his trmttrt r ' ■ * ^ **’“ *“'** Po«m, liij 

»u.si~rr;: 

topic of his ridicule is ooveriJ ,( 

reproaches his antagonists ate ,h' ’*t 1"'“? 

Mint, and their warn ,f. “ 

err want of a dinner. He to k- of a. 
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opinion not very uncommon in the world, that to want money ; ^ 
Is to want everything. 

Next to the pleasure of contemplating his possessions, 
seems to be that of enumerating the men of high rank with 
whom he was acquainted, and whose notice he loudly pro- 
claims not to have been obtained by any practices of mean- 
ness or servility, a boast which was never denied to be true, 
and to which very few poets have ever aspired. Pope never 
set genius to sale 3 he never flattered those whom he- did 
not love, or praised those whom he did not esteem. Savage, 10 * 
however, remarked that he began a little to relax his dignity 
when he wrote a distich for ‘his Highness’s dog.’ 

His admiration of the great seems to have increased in the 
advance of life. He passed over peers and statesmen to in- 
scribe his * Iliad' to Congreve, with a magnanimity of which 
the praise had been complete had his friend's virtue been 
equal to his wit. Why he was chosen for so great an honour 
it is not now possible to know ; there is no trace in literary 
history of any particular intimacy between them. The name 
of Congreve appears in the letters among those of his other 20 
friends, but without any observable distinction or conse- 
quence. 

To his latter works, however, he took care to annex names 
dignified with titles, but was not very happy in his choice, 
for, except Lord Bathurst, none of his noble friends were 
such as that a good man would wish to have his intimacy 
with them known to posterity 3 he can derive little honour 
from the notice of Gobham, Burlington, or Bolingbroke. 

Of his s ocia l qualities, if an estimate be made from his 
letters, an Dpinion^*too1^ourable cannot easily be formed , , 
they exhibit a perpetual and unclouded effulgence of general 
benevolence, and particular fondness. There is nothing but 
liberality, grMitude, constancy, and tenderness. It has been 
so long said as to be commonly believed, that the time 
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characters of men may be found in their letters, and tb 
he who writes to his friend lays his heart open before bn 
But the truth is, that such were simple friendships of tl 
; Golden Age,' and are now the friendships only of childrei 
Very few can boast of hearts which they dare lay open t 
themselves, and of which, by whatever accident exposed, ik 
do not shun a distinct and continued view ; and, certainli 
w'hat we hide from ourselves we do not shew to our friend 
There is, indeed, no transaction which offers stronger temf 
rotations to fallacy and sophistication than epistolary intei 
course. In the eagerness of conversation the first emotioi 
of the mind often burst out before they are considered; i 
the tumult of business, interest and passion have their genuin 
effect; but a friendly letter is a calm and deliberate perforn 
ance, in the cool of leisure, in the stillness of solitude, an 
surely no man sits down to depreciate by design his ow 
character. 

Friendship has no tendency to secure veracity; fort 
whom can a man so much wish to be thought better than li 
20 is, as by him whose kindness he desires to gain or keep 
Even in writing to the world there is less constraint; tli 
author is not confronted with his reader, and takes h: 
chance of approbation among the different dispositions { 
mankind; but a letter is addressed to a single mind, c 
which the prejudices and partialities are known, and mui 
therefore please, if not by favouring them, by forbearing t 
oppose them. 

^ To charge those favourable representations which me 
give of their own minds with the guilt of hypocritical false 
30 hood, would shew more severity than knowledge. TIi 
writer commonly believes himself. Almost every man' 
thoughts, while they are general, are right ; and most heart 
are pure while temptation is away. It is easy to awakei 
generous sentiments in privacy; to despise death whe: 
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there is no dan';i'i': lo rJ""'' Itfiu-volence when there 
, to Ik- fjveii. such ideas are formed they 

are felt and scH'-lovt- d,ni- , not suspect the gleam of virtue 

to bethe meteor of lime V. 

If the letters uf I'l'pc iiv ci iiisidcrcd rnorely as compo- 
sitions, they sei-ui i" !«' pu-im dilated and artifunal. It is 
one thing to write liecau-e difu; is something which the 
tniiid wishes to diM li.n e,i-, and another to solicit the im- 
agination because cei.-iuMio or vauily re<|uires something to 

be written. I’oi"' confe his early letters to be vitiated lo 
with apdation unJ uwf/.'asv ; to know whether he disen- 
tangled himself from tlmse privi-ners of epistolary integrity, 
his book and his life must h-- set in comparison. 

One of his favnuiin- ti-pi* is eontempt of his own poetry. 

For this, if it had lie<-u i<-.d, he svoulii dc.serve no commen- 
dation; and in this he was laTtainly not sincere, for his 
high value of himself was sutiiciendy observed, and of what 
could he be proud hut of hi-, pneiry? He writes, he says, 
when ‘he has just uoildii;; else to do;' yet Swift complains 
that he was m-ver at leisure I'nr conversation, because he 20 
‘had always some poetii al si-heme in his head.’ It was 
punctually required th.il his wriiiitg-box should be set upon 
his bed before he low. and Lord Oxford’s domestic related 
that, in the dre.idful wint<-r of I'oriy she was called from 
herbed by liiui Ihur iim.-s in one night to supply Mm with 
paper, le.st he should lose a llutuglit. 

He pretends iiisfn->ilnlity to censure and criticism, though 
it was observed by all who knew him that every pamphlet 
disturbed his iiuiet, and that his extreme irritability laid him 
open to pcrpelim! vexaliou; hut he wished to despise hiS 3 ° 
critics, ami therefore hopeil that he did despise them.^ 

As he happeneil lo live in two reigns when the Cour 
paid little attculion to poetry, he nursed m Ms mm a 
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foolish disesteeni of kings, and proclaims that 'he never 
sees Courts/ Yet a little regard shewn him by the Prince 
of Wales melted his obduracy; and he had not much to 
say when he was asked by his Royal Highness, ‘ How he 
could love a Prince while he disliked Kings ?’ 

He very frequently professes contempt of the world, and 
represents himself as looking on mankind, soiiietimes with 
gay indifference, as on emmets of a hillock, below k 
serious attention, and sometimes with gloomy indignation, 
10 as on monsters more worthy of hatred than of pity. These 
were dispositions apparently counterfeited. How could he 
' despise those whom he lived by pleasing, and on whose 
approbation his esteem of himself was superstructed ? Why 
should he hate those to whose favour he owed his honour 
and his ease? Of things that terminate in human life, 
the world is the proper judge; to despise its sentence, 
if it were possible, is not just, and if it were just, is not 
possible. Pope was far enough from this unreasonable 
temper, he was sufficiently a fool to Fame, and his fault wa; 
20 that he pretended to neglect it. His levity and his sullen- 
“ ness were only in his letters ; he passed through commor 
life, sometimes vexed and sometimes pleased, with th 
natural emotions of common men. 

His scorn of the great is repeated too often to be real; 
no man thinks much of that which he despises ; and as 
falsehood is always in danger of inconsistency, he makes 
it his boast at another time that he lives among them. 

It is evident that his own importance swells often in his 
mind. He is afraid of writing, lest the clerks of the Post- 
30 office should know his secrets; he has many enemies; he 
considers himself as surrounded by universal jealousy; ^aftei 
many deaths, and many dispersions, two or three of us; 
says he, ' may still be brought together, not to plot, bu 
to divert ourselves, and the world too, if it pleases;' aw 
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Jiey can live together, and ‘ shew what friends wits may 
^ in spite of all the fools in the world.’ All this while it 
,4 likely that the clerks did not know his hand ; he cer- 
tsijly had no more enemies than a public character like his 
inevitably excites ; and with what degree of friendship the wits 
mitrlit live, very few were so much fools as ever to enquire. 

Some part of this pretended discontent he learned from 
Swift, and expresses it, I think, most frequently in his cor- 
respondence with him. Swift’s resentment was unreason- 
able, but it was sincere; Pope’s was the mere mimicry ofio 
bis friend, a fictitious part which he began to play before it 
became him. When he was only twenty-five years old, he 
related that ‘a glut of study and retirement had thrown 
him on the world,’ and that there was danger lest ‘ a glut 
of the world should throw him back upon study and re- 
brement.’ To this Swift answered with great, propriety that 
Pope had not yet either acted or suffered enough in the 
world to have become weary of it. And, indeed, it must 
be some very powerful reason that can drive back to soli- 
tude him who has once enjoyed the pleasures of society. 2 c 

In the Letters both of Swift and Pope there appears such 


narrowness of mind as makes them insensible of any ex 
cKcnSaTKSTrorsDmeaffin with their own, and confines 
their esteem and approbation to so small a number, t at 
whoever 'should form his opinion of the age from their 
representation, would suppose them to have lived amidst 
ignorance and barbarity, unable to find among ^ 
temporaries either virtue or intelligence, and persecute 
those that could not understand them. 

When Pope murmurs at the world, when e ^ 

tempt of fame, when he speaks of riches a^ pove j | 

does not express his habitual and ^ ^l,at is more 

either wilfully disguises his own charac , . » 
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likely, invesis himself «iih Senijuir uy .|U;ilitii.s, and sir 
tuit in tin*' he 
fears, his joys aiui sonnu-. a.tn! snni. .jy uih,„ 
and if he liititn-d fiom n!hi'i>, i! was iiut he .■■ir..i' ’ 

he w.is irnutile .iiiil ivsi-ultnl ; his to IVr ' 

uh.an he had fiisi nude lidn uhnu, and liun liatcj!' 
Idns aiigry, andinurd iwi luiu. of liis \.un d«ire* 
make liemley umleiiijaihle, 1 never hr., id aiiy adeq* 
reason, ilo was som. iimi s wann.n in his aii'acks -itiil 
lolk'lnrc Cluiuhas, I..iily Wtudey, anvi Hill, was nieun'inij’ 
relreat. ' 


'I'lie viriiies wliirl, seeni (.» luve !,,(.! iiin,[ i,f his afetjj,, 
were liheiulily and ruirliiy ,<f liieudshij,, in wliich it iioes 
not ajtiiear that in* was tiilier ili.in he ,h',sia'i!H'.s liiniscl 
Hhs fortune did not stilfer liis vh.iiity u, i.e sitlemliil i»i 
con-siticumm, l«it he assisted Ihuldey with .i huulred pourt 
that he might oi»e« a sliop; and of tin- snl..serij,tiun of fotn 
poumls a-year th.tt he raisevi l.n .S.,v.,ge, i«, •),()■ were pakl bj 
himself. He was aerused of loving money, hiu liLs luvuitas 
ao i'UgcriictiB In tuti huhitiliuk? lu ki‘r"|i ii. 

In the thuk'S ff if*nilf4ii|i Inf w.iji y.iMluuji uiitl constiint' 

hi.s early maturity ol mind ummionly united liiat uiilnaiii 
older than himself, amt ilmeloii', wiilnmi attuning unvcoii- 
Hklcrable length of life, he saw nuny eomii.mious of liis 
youth sink into the gr.ivej Inii it docs not apj.r.ir tlm k 
lost a single fnem! hy crrldness or by injury ; these who 
loved him once, continued their kitnlm-ss. liis ungr,iitH 
mention of Allen in his will, was the ell. 1 1 of his .itliuwice 
o to one whom he had ktmwn much longer, .md whein lie 
JO naturally loved with greater fomlm-ss. Hi* vi, datiun uf tlie 
trust reposed in him by ilolmghn.ke could have m, iiimive 
inconsistent with the warmest airntinn; he either thuunlii 
the action so near to indilferetu that h.r huyot it, urso 
laudable that be expected hit friemt to approve it. 





2 I 3 

' It was rcporltHi, with Mirli as almost to civ 

. .i-'llef » o!iU“4o«l to his eKccuiors was 

prepared as 

3 „ instrument nf v.'iu;. .in v lo bn ns, '.I, U' any provocation 
should be ever civni. Ah=*ra tlu>. I enquired of the Karl ol 
Marchmont, wlio a/, uo ! u,,- tiui uu . u, h pica: was among 
bis reiiiaiiis. 

The religion in witi, li be bvei ami died was that ol the 
Church of Rome, m wlii, h in bis cnrii-spomli-nee with Racine; 
he professes hiinself a sinemv adlmrem. Tliat he was not lo 
scrupulously pioie. in • '-me p nt <<1' his life, is knowir by many 
idle anil indeeeni appiii .imiie- ,■! '■eutenees taken from tire 
Scriptures, a mo,le <4 im-iiiim-nt \Uik’h a p'ood man dreads ' 
for its pmfinieiiei.s, and a witi v man disdains for its easiness 
and vulguiiiy. but t" ''h.n- \et b-viiies lie has been betrayed, 
it docs not appear lli.n hi-i piim iple , were ever corrupted, or 
that he ever lust his 1 1 , -lu-l n|' K,-velalbn. The positions 
which lie transmitted lietm Unlinghroke he seems not to 
have undi-rslood, and was pleased with an interpretation 
that made them ortittidox. 

A man of srnh esalie.l Mrp,-riority, and sp little mode- 
ration, would namnilly have ail his tlelimiuencies obsei'ved 
and aggravali’d ; tin is,- who conhl not deny that he was 
escellent, wonhl rejoiee to find that lie was not perfect. 

Perliaps it niav' he imput,-d to the unwillingness with 
which die same man is allowed to possess many advan- 
tages, that his l.niniing has been depreciated. He certainly 
was, ill his early life, a man of great literary miosity; and 
when he wrote his ‘ Kssay on Crfucrsm'^ha'^Tfor his age, 
a very wide aaiuainiatiee with hooks. When he entered 30 
into ilie living world, it seems to have happened to him s 
to many others, that he was less attentive to dead masters , 

■he studied in the madetny of Paracelsus, an e 
universe his favourite volume. He gathered his notions 
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fresli from rouliiy, not fmrii 


origiiwis (if tiiiiuic. ‘ * butil 

litifnuure ever Ins! !i;s j;,. tl 

uml Dn!,,u(, who 4',,.,! ' 'im.nVr Thiu”' 

translaiiii- his * lo. .,v nu M..,,/ i . i-.i f * 

leuniins ftHiinl him 1,, j.,s. , 

''-‘I-’ 

10 vanmis kiiuls of hijowi, ami hi^' 

Irom art ;imi launir. wiih !,:> 

'oof the niiiiil and ihc m„.|cs „t la,.. . 
perpcdwlly on the win-., .ss. ii; io., via, i, 0,1.' .,,,(1 
<‘a«*.T 10 imrsnc Know!, a!-,.,,,,!,. i„ .Ha'i,, it 

i..»n,«K i„ i,s n, , 

i^r,; 

Of his inu'ii,., lual . iMia, t,..-, ih,. , and fmdi 

, «<_ Uiul II,. 

-oclia dv, of his own ( (.iic,.i„i.,n. , 

whauo he I., ..j- J« 

was to he Khtn,ii...l, lui.l uhat was •„ l„. ,„ni,,i 

Hut good sense alone is a sed.u,. an.i ....i's,,,;, 
nch manages us possessioits «rll, 
iHem; It collects few inaiciials (nr iis own operatioiw ant 

wist g^ 9 , a nmnl a, -live, antha, .u,.i mlvonturous 

. a ways investlg.ating. alwiys aspiring : in us widest 2 

knows if!T’ »“8'»»'K som.-ti,ing greutor than S 

knows, always endeavouring ,«(„c tha,, i, , a,, do. 

■‘'’f strJnnihT\ 

heLTn Ji«“w,v, Th,u «hi(h he hai 

heard or read was not eusil^^p and he l,.n! before hi® 





it vvifil Mttl-t.iUf'V ; ttJ 

•i\ duA la tn^ u I tln'in wan 


, ,,,,K,tI.is uwn lUr.-.iMli.t. M. what !h‘ 

.... 1.. ‘ -....I- 

^tee’b!r'lits n|- J.al.U.- h.' i.l.l-vuvra hy ilU',-. .»! .Iti-l 
Jaried diliyM-n. c-, l.r b.al in ..v,My turn..- nt 

™ If' . ■ "ind Inst im nj.i.Minun'.v n! !n‘tnr!i!a;.si lU ; lift 

lS* .t -11 ... .1... .stl: -.. I 1.1'. l-.l- 

i 1,1 f.?.....!., ...1 . «“1; '”"'1»' ‘"1 V 

n CKcellriKH: inul.l I- atMin-.l Ih' .a ii.-v,.h :.n! 

..(1.1.. 1..;. ..1.1.1 

1 1 ” 

‘ta l.b ..ii.-n'i ." 1" 1 1'a i,',! 

conversattou nlii-.nl m ih.hat H.a '<• 

committed it tniuiiar; d .i th....i.-hi. nr 1'' , 

Sion more bailin' tb.m wr- . .mn«n... rni- n ^ 

w,soarolul to wab- d : .m ind. ,.,-na.'Ut 

for an opiiurtuniiv ins. ttinu. and Hnim- luik iiaKHitr . 

;l bee! ' round i ontainin, hu.-. ur part, nl lines, to be ao 

OTOUglit Uliou at (onie I 'ibi'i lime. _ 

Hovasoneortln.se !ew whose lihour ts ihmr itore. 
be was never elevated to neejieeuee, not ''‘‘‘‘"1 
face; he n.iver passed ti iattb nnan.eiuled ’ n ’ 

nor quitted it by desp.th . I h- bth. .uted Ins works br.st to K.»n 

repulati(iu, aiul atirn^.iul . tri it* 

Otc..ii.i...»iii.... il..... .l.l.....'i.l"«l»'‘'s Somt.m 1 y 

.1 “Ill ““'‘.“’"■'"ifltd 

(...». .....1 i".ii»i' i."s« “'“to,. 

;..»l «.il.. ll.. if 1''';'"“"” riwed of 

own opini<nn they have vompkted the # ■ of 

e,;,, « 1.1. w„. .o ^ 

verses in the tnornnig. a«.i method of 

exuberances and cttrrccltng nnieturacies. 



POPE. 


Pope, as may be collected from hi-; . 

his first thoughts in his first wnr.is, and g! aduallr tn i*"? 
decorate, rectify, and refine them. ' 

With such fiicullies, and such .ii-.j.. -iliusis he „ 
every other writer in poetical pnuicau e ; lu- wn’,|,. h, 
manner as might expose him to few h.i.onls, H ' 
almost always the same fabric of v.T«.e ; m.d in,l,',,lbir 
few essays which he made of anv other, h.’ did i„h i'* 
his reputation. Of this uniformitv Ih.- .-ertain eon J 
lowas readiness and de.xmrity. Hy p.-rp, 
guage had, in his mind, a systematica! .irratigeineiu; lm* 
always the same use for words, he had 
combined as to be ready at his call. Tl.is increase off* 

he confessed liimselfto have perceived in the prepress ift 
translation. ^ 

But what was yet of more impo.t.m. e. his elli,sion,,m 
always voluntary, and his subj-a-ts chos,.„ In- Imnself I 
independence secure.! i.im from dr.ide.itu; 'at ,.,sk J 
^ abounnguponalmrren topic: he n.-ver .'-xctu.u-ed p “ 
‘O or money, nor opened a simp of comloieiice or eun-rjt*. 
^n. as poems, therefore, wer.: s.aucc ever ten ^ 
He suffered coronations and roy.al marriag.-s m p.,ss liibi 
a song, and derived no opport.miti,-s from .ce nt ,.ve„i,s no! 
any popularity from the accidental disposition of Ids n-dm 
He was never reduced to the necessity of .Ii. itiu- I'l 
to hme upon a birthday, of calling the (h.^.-s and Viri« 

him 

.. be s^r 

'dtT 

ventured noth' ’ it is ut least ceriaiii, iliai I® 

the- tumult ofZJ^r^ cxamim.ti.m. He sulTrrd 
■Paagmation to sukitlc, u„d the noveltiw nf 
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^ . I !,. I ii»Hv i!r-it lilt* mil'll 

pon to prow .inulu.. ^ 

awiyseimm.niHy ^ ,,i, ;i!.a 

,1s first fornix ^ .,i uu»>- 

'-■-';:;;r,t:';:r:!i';::=^ 



...niiUiiH -inil liiM H t»f iliMrnimrni. 

''"T: 

JkrectiUulc of S)ry.l.*n‘H rnhol w.is 

Ae dismission ofl.is i...Hi> .iI i-t.-jua.. --s. ...u ‘‘I ' 5 ^ 

innaturalthoughts nnil nifi',<-a oumU-r^ » 

esired to apply all Hu- jt.ayttu'Ui tiail *“ '*;*; , j 

Idprofossml to wuto, tttoroly In, tho -t ' ^iVin 

pleased otlu-rs, I.c coolrnlo>l lou.soll. 1 1. 

struggles to rouse latent powers; ho itfM't a « I 

ibat better which was already nood. nor often « ^ 

Lust have ktanvtr t<, Iw faulty. Ho 

witivery Httlo eonsideralion ; wh.'U ou.wtoi ft 

id upon hitn.he p.ntred ottt what the 

happened to supply, and. when once it at }«• 

ejected it from his mind; hu' w5><-n he na i 

interest, he had no further sidicittule. ^ j *„ ^^rpl • and 

P^ts not content t.i L' WrSrr he ' did not 

™« .1,= C«L,. Uu, .U»l .!» "f, » 

airfoi, no hn\iilBOK.. tnm ^ .„<l 

himself, lie examined lines and words ^ ^jth inde- 
punctiliouK observation, and retouched j^en. 

fatigable diligence, till lie iurd left uothinf 
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For this reason he kept his pieces very long in his ha 
while he considered and reconsidered them. The i 
poems which can be supposed to have been written with g 
regard to the times as might hasten their publication, 
the hvo satires of ‘ Thirty-eight ; ’ of which Dodsley told 
that they were brought to him by the author, that they mi 
be fairly copied. ‘ Almost every line/ he said, ' was tl 
written twice over; I gave him a clean transcript, which 
sent some time afterwards to me for the press, with ahn 
10 every line written twice over a second time/ 


ucujiirauon mat 


wuiKs ceasea ai mi 
publication, was not strictly true. His parental atteiitif 
never abandoned them ; what he found amiss in the fir 
edition, he silantly corrected in those that followed, Jj 
appears to have revised the ‘ Iliad,’ and freed it from son 
of Its imperfections; and the ‘Essay on Criticism ’ receim 
many improvements after its first appearance. It will seldoi 
^ be found that he altered without adding clearness, elegance, 

i'n perhaps the judgment of Dryden, ta 

^ |o Dryden certainly wanted the diligence of Pope. 

\ j, the superiority must be allowed to 

J education was more scholastic, and wk 

study with ^ allowed more time for 

lar<i’ran^e information. His mind has a 

a more eZ’ ‘'°l^e<=tehis images and illustrations from 

manners Pope in his local 

pile iri ™ by con,. 

30 tion. There is mor/d'^” • minute atten- 

I»1 pttfc«sot. The style 

is capricious and . 
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that of iiuiform; Dryden obeys 

' ..r iii^ i)\vn mi5i*i, I’t^nr ^*t^^^4l■ailis his mind to 

igmotions^ » ! , . 1 

' rules of Ih'wifU is sometimes veae- 

nipul; .ihv.iys smnolh, uniform, and 

Dryclen’s luip' i* u r..itur.il ihdd, rising into ineqnal- 
'•” and diversith'd by di*" \.n5^'d t^KuluMauce of abundant 
Iljetati®; PopcS is -.i vr!v.-! l.iwu, nlj.ivcn by ihe scythe, 

M°dlevclledbytherMll.r. 

Of^SmuV'tiw^ P-wn c.nisiiUites a poet; that 

tmaity^''‘t knowledge is lo 

^rt* that wluth ts, roiiibiucs, atnplilics, and 

animates; the sup'-iinutv nnist. with soim; hesitation, be 
allowed to Di'vdcn. It is tmt to he inlerrcd that of this 
,oedcal'’^'onyi‘ol'‘- 1 ''“^ ‘"‘U' -t Iteoause Dryden had 

more; for every otln-r writ, r sim <■ Milton must give place to 
Pope’ and wen of Ibyden it m«sl he said, that if he has 
Witer paragraphs, he h w not heller poems. Dryden’s 
performances were ahc.yv. hasty, either excited by some 
external occasion, or rstoned by donn-stic necessity; he 
composed without eoie idn.uion, and ptihlished without cor- 20 
rection. What his miud lonhl sni«ply at call, or gather m 
one excursion, was all th.it he sought, and all that he gave. 

The dilatory caution of onabkd him to condense is 

senlimonls, to multiidy his images, and to accumulate all 
that study iniglit petnluee ('r chance might supply. 1 
flights of Dryden iherdorc are higher. Pope continues longer 
on the wing. If of Dryden’s fire the blaze ^nghter o 
Pope’s the iK-at is more regular and constant. Dryden otten 
surpasscH m\)vcUiim\, am! Tope never falls below m 
is read with frerpu-ut asumishumnt, and Pope with perpetual ^ 

This parallel will, I htijM?, when it is well 
found just ; and If the reader should suspect me, 
myself, of some partial foiuhieHS for the memory 0 y 
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if it be considered from what original the -'tnprovementsj 
derived. 

The ‘Verses on the Unfortunate Lady’ have drawn m 
attention by the illaudable singularity of treating suicide d 
respect; and they must be allowed to be written in sod 
parts with vigorous animation, and in others with gen| 
tenderness ; nor has Pope produced any poem in which 
sense predominates more over the diction. But the tale| 
not skilfully told; it is not easy to discover the characterif 
fo either the Lady or her Guardian. History relates that si| 
was about to disparage herself by a marriage with an 
ferior ; Pope praises her for the dignity of ambition, and yi 
condemns the uncle to detestation for his pride ; the amhitioi 
love of a niece may be opposed by the interest, malice,!; 
envy of an uncle, but never by his pride. On such an occj 
sion a poet may be allowed to be obscure, but inconsistenc 
never can be right. 

The ‘Ode for St. Cecilia's Day' was undertaken at tl 
desire of Steele: in this the author is generally confesse 
20 10 have miscarried, yet he has miscarried only as compare 
with Dryden ; for he has far outgone other competitor 
Dryden’s plan is better chosen; history will always ta| 
stronger hold of the attention than fable : the passions ei 
cited by Dryden are the pleasures and pains of real life, 
scene of Pope is laid in imaginary existence; Pope is rea 
with calm acquiescence, Dryden with turbulent delight ; Pop 

hangs upon the ear, and Dryden finds the passes of tli 
mind. 

Both die odes want the essential constituent of metrics 
30 compositions, the stated recurrence of settled numbers. ! 
may be alleged, that Pindar is said by Horace to hav 
wntten numeris lege solutis : but as no such lax performanci 
have been transmitted to us, the meaning of that expressio 
cannot be fixed ; and perhaps the like return might proper' 





ii ' Ml'. Culth received IVom 
' Vi when lie h'liii ! '** I'lsiieiMus upon a Greek 

(^pu tlH.u 1111. Ill it will be found 

TfPopC^ ‘ * * „ , .11 

, > ♦ GuU'i . 1 :^ mI well chosen indeed, 

that the fin^t hUu/.i tnu. 

Mrud ihnsi'.!s of h>pi i!.. lio.d connnonplaces, easily 
10 be found, and pi-ilup^ vviiiu-ui ntueb dillicully to be as lo 

ISdiH lio'vovvv, .1..-1.' .»<• numbers images, harmony 
„d vigour, not uuwn.ihy the iint.igunist of Dryden. Had all 

itcnlikcthis - bm fveiy p.ut I .uiiiivi be ihu best. 

The ne.t «um/..r. pl.u *- -tud d.-luiu us in die dark and 
i„ml regions of .nUbol.,,v. nbmv m/uber hope nor fear, 

, (idler joy nur sorrow .'.m be l.umd : the poet, however, 

all ™, .«= perfo^d b, 

(leginceofdieiieu. ni swe. tuess ol vciMlicalion, u w 

on form avail witlu >ut better mutter ? 

The last Slant'.;! recurs uy.riu to commonplaces. The co - 
elusion is too eviileutly initilelh'd by that of Dryden, a 
ibermarked ibul both end with the same fault the com- 
parison of each is Utet.d «» one side, and metaphorical o 

^'pflTdo not alwMVS espr'SH their own 

rih all this labour in tin- pr.usc of music, was ignora ^ 

itsprindples, and insensibh* of its effects. , is the 

L. or » , 

'Essay on Criucisin, wbieh, i! he h. 

- 1 1 “ 1 ”'" em- 

poets; as it exlubits every mode matter, 

bdlish or dignify ecept, splendour of 

novelty of arrangement, justness ot P P 
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illustration, and propriety of digression. I know not whe 
it be pleasing to consider that he produced this pieo 
twenty, and never afterwards excelled it : he that delij 
himself with observing that such powers may be so s 
attained, cannot but grieve to think that life was ever a 
at a stand. 


To mention the particular beauties of the Essay would 
unprofitably tedious ; but I cannot forbear to observe, t 
the comparison of a student's progress in the sciences n 
10 the journey of a traveller in the Alps, is perhaps the bestt 
English poetry can shew. A simile, to be perfect, must bi 
illustrate and ennoble the subject ; must shew it to the und 
standing in a clearer view, and display it to the fancy 
greater dignity ; but either of these qualities may be sufficis 
to recommend it. In didactic poetry, of which the great pi 
pose is instruction, a simile may be praised which illiistrati 
though It does not ennoble; in heroics, that may be admitti 
which ennobles, though it does not illustrate. That it nii 
be complete, it is required to exhibit, independently of i 
20 references, a pleasing image ; for a simile is said to be 
short episode. To this, antiquity was so attentive, that d 
cumstances were sometimes added, which, having no paralid 
served only to fill the imagination,, and produced what Pei 
. rault ludicrously called ‘ comparisons with a long tail.' I, 
their similes the greatest writers have sometimes hiiled: tk 
ship^race, compared with the chariot-race, is neither illuslratei 
nor aggrandised; land and water make all the difference: 

htir !' “ “-.ned to . ,, 


nothing gained; the ideas o! 

advantaaeT J ^ represented much to theii 

n^useS ! <^og. The simile of the Alpsl. 

wakes the affords a striking picture by itself; it 

going position better understood, and enable 





to take faster hM on tlie tvllriiliMii ; a 'assh.w ihe :ip\nv- 

jiisioii, aiitl elevaleh iIh- laiit v# 

Let me likcwist^ dwvll a linh* e» pM\v,tviiyh 

*li it is diredeil that MIh* \ -Ji-id-l 411 irh) 

the sense;' a |nvci‘|it wHih r^i*' lu have 

iserved bcyoiui any <nlu*r MuyJiNli |hm;'|. 

This notion cvf represiiilaliv*^ nirSir, and Ua- of tlis- 

raing freqiuiit aila|»falioijs nf lln' -mUo.! Ih ihr sriisi% Inm* 
)(luced, in my inany wild unurlis and iioaginary 

luties. All that can fumit-di o*|iH".'fiii!4fioii are the 10 
indsof tlie words emnadinrd >i}qt!v. and ilie liiiie In wlutdt 
yarepronouru’t'd. Kv<*iy liui^a.yee li.is soior tiords framed 
exhibit tlie uoims wldidi they v%inrsH, an raiik, 

idI,Mss. dliest% however, are \mt ir\%\ and the |Hjet can- 
nuke them imm\ nor ran ilii‘V hv eif any tise but when 
ndis to lie numtioiieil. 11ie time of inonmiuation was 
he dactylic measures oi the learirrd laiiana};es caipable of 
siderable variety; but ihal variiiy enuld be auamimodatec! 
rOo motion or duralietn, am! dOI’rreui tiegon^s <if motion 
e perhaps ej^firesseil !yv verses raiiid or sloW| without 20 
j1i aitentiou of llu' writer* wltfii ihe image liad full pos- 
ion of his fancy ; but emr language having litlh* flexibility, 
verses can differ very liiile in their cadence. 1 he fancied 
mblanccs, I fear, arise sometitneH merely from the am- 
lity of words; there is suinansed to be some relation 
r'cen a Si/i line and a Si 0 ccmclii or between /mtd sylla- 
and /larJ {ortnn^^ 

[otion, luHvcver, may be in some sort exemplified ; and yet 
ay be suspcoictl that even in such resemblances the mind 
a governs the ear, iiihI the soundi are estimated by their 30 
ning. One of the niosl iuccessful attempts has been to 
ribe the labour of Sisyphus s— 

‘With jumjy a weary itep, and mtay a groan, 

Up a high hill, he heaves a hagt wuad itoae,* 
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The huge round stone, resulting with a bound. 

Thunders impetuous down, and smokes along the ground.’ 

Who does not perceive the stone to move slowly upward, 
and roll violently back ? But set the same numbers to another 
sense ; — 

‘ ^\^ile many a merry tale, and many a song, 

Cheer’d the rough road, we wish’d the rough road long, 

The rough road then, returning in a round, 

Mock’d our impatient steps, for all was fairy ground/ 

10 We have now surely lost much of the delay, and much of the 
rapidity. 

But to shew how little the greatest master of number 
can fix the principles of representative harmony, it will k 
sufficient to remark that the poet who tells us that 

‘When Ajax strives — 

the words move slow. 

Not so when swift Camilla scours the plain, 

Flies o’er th’ unbending com, and skims along the main;’ 

when he had enjoyed for about thirty years the praise o 
20 Camilla’s lightness of foot, tried another experiment upoi; 
sound and iimey and produced this memorable triplet; — 

‘Waller was smooth; but Drydeii taught to join 
The varying verse, the full resounding line. 

The long majestic march, and energy divine/ 

Here are the swiftness of the rapid race, and the march of 
slow-paced majesty, exhibited by the same poet in the same 
sequence of syllables, except that the exact prosodist will 
find the line of swiftness by one time longer than that of 
tardiness, 

30 Beauties of this kind are commonly fancied ; and whea 
real, are technical and nugatory, not to be rejected, and nol 
to be solicited. 

To the praises which have been accumulated on ‘ The 
ape of the Lock by readers of every class, from the critic 
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;o the waiting'-nniiil it i-^ ‘ii-tu nl? to make atiy addition. Of 
li^|.^^,tjich is univ<*rs.ili\' alh^wi d 1 h‘ tlu,t most attractive of 
jlludicrousconi|M*siii'‘Us, i«'t it rather be now enquired from 

, hat sources the .4' I'l-Msiu;.; is tlerivctl. 

Pr. Warburltai, in crilieal perspicacity, has 

renmiietl iliiit thi* |>irierii.i!Uial a-eniH are very happily 
adapted to the purpov-s uf da* pumi. The heathen deities 
can no longer gain .ia**niitei : wt* should have turned away 
from a contest lu'twrrji V<mus .nu! lHan;i. d'lu; employment 
of allegorical persons aKv;i} .s roioites eonvic.tion of its own to 
'absurdity; they mav piodueo Imi cannot conduct 

actions; when tin* phanuan is puf in motion, it dissolves; 
lim Discord iai: e a mndnv, but />/,vce;v/ cannot conduct 
anmrcli, nor hesi*‘iH* a envu. Pupi* brcaight into view a new 
race of beings, witli pusua,* and passions proportionate to 
tlieir openuitan Thr s}lphs and gmunes act at the toilet 
and the teadalde wh;it niiire terrific ;uui more powerful 
phantoms perfam uu djo .‘totmy ocean, or the field of 
battle; they p/ive dn-ir piupc-r help, and do their proper 
mischief. 

Pope is said, hy an t>bjernjr, mit to have been the inventor 
jfthis petty natittu ; a ehargi* wiufh might with more justice 
lave been brought against th«» autlior of the ‘Iliad/ who 
loubtless ad(i»pn'd the r«’ligiiais system of bis country^ for 
vhat is there InU the n.nuf’.s of his agents which Pope has 
lot invented? lias he not assigned them characters and 
)perations in*V(‘r lasn'ii i*f lH’h,>re? Has he not, at least, 
[iven theiu their fimt poidical existence? If this is not 
ufficient to denmniiuite his work original, nothing original 
ver can be wrin«*n. 

In this wiU'k are exhibilcil, in a very high .degree, the 
VO most engaging piiwcrs of an author* .■ New things aie 
mde familiar, and i'annliar things are made new* A race of 
erial p<a)ple, never heard of before, is presented to us m 
a t 
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a manner so clear and easy, that the reader seeks 
further information, but immediately mingles with h, 
acquaintance, adopts their interests, and attends thei 
suits, loves a sylph, and detests a gnome. 

That familiar things are made new, every paragrap 
prove. The subject of the poem is an event below the 
mon incidents of common life ; nothing real is introi 
that is not seen so often as to be no longer reg'arded, yj 
whole detail of a female-day is here brought before w 
to vested with so much art of decoration, that, though no 
is disguised, everything is striking, and we feel all the apj 
of curiosity for that from which we have a thousand t 


turned fastidiously away. 

The purpose of the Poet is, as he tells us, to laugh at 
little unguarded follies of the female sex.' It is therefore 
out justice that Dennis charges ‘The Rape of the LocJc'v 
the want of a moral, and for that reason sets k below 
‘ Lutnn/ which exposes the pride and discord of the cler 
Perhaps neither Pope nor Boileau has made the world mu 
20 better than he found it ; but if they had both succeeded 
were easy to tell who would have deserved most from pub 
gratitude. The freaks, and humours, and spleen, and van! 
of women, as they embroil families in discord, and fill homt 
1 isquiet, do more to obstruct the happiness of life iin 
^ u in many centuries, f] 

ftL anv r proceeds mi 

vexTtionLn "r overwhelming evil, but from smal 

wxations continually repeated. 

30 smperfluour-^ f bv auT'h machineiyi 

the main event is f 

to imply some wat thTti!’ must be allowd 

I art, that their "power has not been 
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' . intermin-lea with th..; .u tiou. (Mh.T iniris m..y 

/, char-cil\vilh waul of , onnrclion ; thu gun.a al 

Tit be^spurc-l, but if th- U-ly h;ul lost her h an- 
Tshfwas intern upon hn .ar.ls, it uught have h-en 
£ed that those who ar.- too lond th' play wdl _ ,e ... 
nf nc’-lectiii"- ino'c iiiipo.-tani interests. 1 ho.'e 

;;:Sst:tT‘\.nt wha. ..L .... .a..us . so ..... 

triic 0^ ‘ "‘f , 

lippy p.-odiictio..s of lunnan wit: the s.ihjeet is •'” J"'*"" 
i Chosen. tl.at it would he dallicult, ... tun.n.g o e. ih. 

7 of the world, to liud another whirl. «. nrany c.-curn- 
iTneur hrreeo...u,e,.d. Wereg..la.-ly int.^^^ 
.ksrnost in the Ihrl.rne ol .nose who " 

notice Abelard and hlo.sa were eonsincuotus ri. tht.t da s 
for eminence of .nerit. The iu-.nt 

The adventures and .uishaiunes ol tins dU.sirnn.s pa. a t. 
known from undispnte.l history. Tl.eir i.itc docs ru. c.ue 
the mind in hopeless .leje. tion, for they both found q uu 
and consolatio.. in retirement ami iT-.y. «« 
affecting is their sto.-y, that it .st.persedes n.v....t.ur., rd 
imagination ra..ges at lull lilrcrty without straggling 

scenes of falrle. , . 

The story, tl.ns skilfuilv adopleil, lias iiecn dilig • 7 

proved. I-opu 1- t’tboiJ 

more the elTect of studious piwseverana: and h ^ 

revisal. Here is partienl,.rly observable tin: 
a fruitful soil, and ea.-elul euliivalion. Here rs no crudeness 

of sense, nor asperity of l.inguage. ac 

The sour. es from whieh scntiineiils winch rave s ^ ^ 
vigour and efTu aey have been ^ 

mystic wrilei-s by the learned author o '9/hes how 

Life and Writings of Tope,’ a book 
the brow of criticism nra)' be smoothed, ant 
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may be enabled, with all her severity, to attract and to 
delight I 

The train of my disquisition has now conducted me to 
, that poetical wonder, the translation of the ‘ Iliad,' a per-' 
formance which no age or nation can pretend to equal 
To the Greeks translation was almost unknown; it 
totally unknown to the inhabitants of Greece. They hai 
no recourse to the Barbarians for poetical beauties, hi 
sought for everything in Homer, where, indeed, there is but; 
ro little which they might not find. ^ 

The Italians have been very diligent translators ; but I m 
hear of no version, unless perhaps Anguillara's * Ovid ' raav 
be excepted, which is read with eagerness. The TIkd* 
of Salvini every reader may discover to be punctiliously 
exact; but it seems to be the work of a linguist sldJfullji 
pedantic, and his countrymen, the proper judges of its power* 
to please, reject it with disgust. 

Their predecessors the Romans have left some specimens 
of translation behind them, and that employment must have 
-’ohad some credit in which Tully and Germanicus engaged; 
but unless we suppose, what is perhaps true, that the playsi 
of Terence were versions of Menander, nothing translated ' 
seems ever to have risen to high reputation. The French 
m the meridian hour of their learning, were very laudablv 
industrious to enrich their own language with the wisdom of 
the ancients, but found themselves reduced, by whatever 
necessity, to turn the Greek and Roman poetry into prose 
Whoever could read an author, could translate him. Froa 
such rivals little can be feared. 

arduous undertaking was 
dra.n from the .versions of Dryden. Virgil had borLd 

now paid “ 

Drvden in ^ Pope searched the pages of 

y tor happy combinations of heroic diction ; but it 





he lias left in his ' 1 l.nn.V a nl i.,-. ,hm : 

luoposteritv. Ills V. .shin mav t.« m have mn.-.l 

JeEn?lisl.tnnK..e; furdu..' Ur, .u.uu r ... vvnler luav. 

,delidentiu..thHM’<nv<-rsh;.s ,...^ .nly. Sud. 

„,.ics of lines so dalM.r.iU lv cncie.!. .ud sn swo.'lly 

.Biuoural of ti,« l.o.->.i, an.l th.- h .iuira w,.h.la.'.l at tho 

lanslation. , 

Biitinllie iiu-.t sriirial airplnee .lH-..!.!ant v..u.-s avi 1 
always be lu-aril. It has ht-.-u < hy >a.iitr. who wish 

be mmib<-nd uiiu.iiy iho sluh ..( h-.unuig, (hat rnj.cs 

version of Hutner is u.n 1 h.i...-.u a! ; (hat it od.ibils no 

resemblance of (ho oiigmal .nd ♦h.uafl.-tislic nunner of 
the father of i.oclry, as it wants his awl«Uitn|ilkily. his 
artless I'mideiih his uu.ilhwltsl iiiaj.-My. 'Hiis cannot Ik: 
totalh' .Vuir.l; but it imist ho rriiirmlcr.d that nremiias 
Md/mJii.- that ...ay la- law idly .lone whi.-h cannot 
beforbunas Tinio a.al phica- will always «, force rcgariUo 
In estiinatiiig this tianslatiou. . .msukration must he had o 
llie mitiirc of <mr lat.yuagc, the form of owr metre, anc 
above all, of the dwogc which two il.ousand years have 
Mile ill ilu: inoa.-s of life and the habits «f thought. Virgi 
wrote ill a language of tin; wnne general f.d.ric with that of 
[-loinirr, in verses of the same measure, and in an age neaier 
,0 limner's li.uc hv eighteen hundred years ; yet he found, 
ivcn tben, th,* slate of the world so much altered, and the 
Icmaml for eleg.utce so inucli increased, tl>at mere ”f _ _ 
vouhl he endure.l no longer ; and perhaps, in the ^ 

,f burrowed passages, very few can be shewn which he has 

lot emlK’Hihlunl 

There is a time when nations emerging from 
nil falling into regular subordination, gain Ictsure g 
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wise, and feel the shame of ignorance and the craving pij 
of unsatisfied curiosity. To this hunger of the mind pM 
sense is grateful ; that which fills the void removes uneasine 
and to be free from pain for a while is pleasure ; but reple 
tion generates fastidiousness ; a saturated intellect soon bt 
comes luxurious, and knowledge finds no willing receptio. 
till it is recommended by artificial diction. Thus it wUl Ij 
found, in the progress of learning, that in all nations thefi® 
writers are simple, and that every age improves in eleganct 
10 One refinement always makes way for another, and what was 
expedient to Virgil was necessary to Pope, 

I suppose many readers of the English 'Iliad,’ when thej 
have been touched with some unexpected beauty of the 
lighter bnd, have tried to enjoy it in the original, where,! 
alas ! It was not to be found. Homer doubtless owes to his! 
translator many Ovidian graces not exactly suitable to his 
character ; but to have added can be no great crime, i( 
nothing be taken away. Elegance is surely to be desired. 
If It be not gained at the expense of dignity. A hero would 
20 Wish to be loved, as well as to be reverenced. 

To a thousand cavils one answer is sufficient; the purpose 

sLir de. 

jroy the power of pleasing must be blown aside. Pope wrote , 
for his own age and his own nation: he knew that it was 

his authL ° r point the sentiments of 

»"■ “■ 

IM to pass witlont oifT “s“ 

reader by the pleasure of n ‘he 

the notes of others have not often appeared; 



It lias however hi'Cii nbj<w.lfil, with surikii-nt reason, that 

lliercis in animu-ntary ton imicli ol‘ HiiM'asuiiahlu- levity 

andiffentcd (tnioty: tlntt («(• many ai.jtcak are made to the 
ladies, ami the ease whieh is sn rai.'t'nlly jireserveil is soinc- 
tiines the case of a tiilha. Mveiy ail lias its terms, and 
every liiml of instiaidirei its projna' style; the gravity of 
common critics may lie leditms, fait is less desitieable than 
cliildish nuTriineiit. 

Of the ‘tJilyssey’ mitliiiiy; remains to he observed: the 
same general praise inav lie given to botli tianslaliDiis, and lo 
a parliciilar examiuaiii.n uf eilhr-i vvmikl require a large 
volume. 'I'lic notes were wrilteii by ISroome, who endea- 
voured, not misiUH essfully, to iinii.ite his master. 

Of tlic ‘ Duiu i.ur the hint is eonfessedly taken from 
Diydcn's ‘ M.ic Met knoe hill die pl.t!! is so enlarged and 
diversilied as justly to il.tmi the jii.tise of an original, and 
affords pcrha[i.s the his.t s|ietitneii lli.it has yel appeared of 
personal satin; luillerniisly pompons. 

That the design w.is moral, whatever the author might ■ 
tell either his readers or himself, I am not convinced. The 20 
first motive was the desire* of revenging the contempt with 
which Thcul Slid had tre.it.'d his ‘ Sh.ik.sjieare,’ and regaining 
the honour which he h.ul lost, by crushing his opponent. 
Theobald was not of hull: enmigh to fill a poem, and there- 
fore it was necessary lo liiid other enemies with other names, 
at whose exjnmse he might divert the public. 

In this design there was petnlaiice and malignity enough; 
but I cannot think it very criminal. An author places him- 
self uncalled hrfurc the tribunal of criticism, and solicits fame 
at the hazaid uf tlisgrace. Dulness or deformity are not cul- 3 ° 
pable in themselves, but may l»e very Justly reproached when 
they pretend to the honour of wit or the influence of beauty. 

If bad writers wen; to pass without reprehension, what should 
restrain them ? mpum diem cmsumpmrti ingens felephus ; and 
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upon bad writers only will censure have much effect. The 
satire which brought Theobald and Mooi*e into contempt, 
dropped impotent from Bentley, like the javelin of Priam, 
All truth is valuable, and satirical criticism may be con- 
sidered as useful when it rectifies error and improves judg. 
ment; he that refines the public taste is a public benefactor. 

The beauties of this poem are well known ; its chief fault 
is the grossness of its images. Pope and Swift had an 
unnatural delight in ideas physically impure, such as everj 
lo other tongue utters with unwillingness, and of which everj 
ear shrinks from the mention. 

But even this fault, offensive as it is, may be forgiven for 
the excellence of other passages ; such as the formation and 
dissolution of Moore, the account of the Traveller, the mis- 
fortune of the Florist, and the crowded thoughts and stately 
numbers which dignify the concluding paragraph. 

The alterations which have been made in the ^ Dunciad/ 
not always for the better, require that it should be published, 
as in the last collection, with all its variations. 

20 The ^ Essay on Man^ was a work of great labour and 
long consideration, but certainly not the happiest of Pope’s 
performances. The subject is perhaps not very proper for 
poetry, and the poet was not sufficiently master of his 
subject ; metaphysical morality was to him a new study, he 
was proud of his acquisitions, and, supposing himself master 
of great secrets, was in haste to teach what he had not 
learned. Thus he tells us, in the first Epistle, that from the 
nature nf the Supreme Being may be deduced an order of 
beings such as mankind, because Infinite Excellence can do ! 
30 only what is best. He finds out that these beings must be 
^ somewhere, and that ‘ all the question is whether man be 
in a wrong place.* Surely if, according to the poet's Leib- 
nitian reasoning, we, may infer that man ought to be, only 
because he is, we may allow that his place is the right place | 
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it, I'Uj J' !Hf' \V.'v!,'!n i* nui li'N'i in 

f ill t iilt: wiui l:. lU-MSil hv .1 ni,;rlrrf 

;/7 i;.- /.'« A it 1 m! I'* 

h.i ! iit vi-t i iitii,- • II. 

1, •II ' I li.iif >'f wiMliiri!, lit; tflis 

Til. US kit**’,’,'' , .su l lun* ll UUlt Ik* llssu,*’ 

. wr -..T l.it! li;-:-*. .ukI ih.it tlK* iml.T of 

■I Ih-y.'ii! ' «f < !i >■•!!. an tt[.iiiwn lift 

, ,'i; all'! lilt' *■• ■* "* 

iiiliiiiti- iK »>! niiit li liiitsscll ant! his »w 

■ .ju.iUy r.ut If f;ivr.-, iiin «tne tami- 

viih-.Hi !ii^ lif tiiuitainahli*. 

I, m ■ shat wr au* it'it'", yrl Uuil is 

t» alhti-U .tn r:,*i«-Ki"U'i iiistancf i*f lh<‘ pre- 
• Jtfiiiii'., sIk* >!a/Khnar ■.ph-ii'h'Uf »'f imagfry, anti 
jiijwt fH ul rliKjinan c. K»'vi*r were pfiiitry of 
id viil'.Mu’v I'f •.rn;inii*nt sn liajil*ily tlisgsiised 
'il'i lift Kiiti ! tiill. llit’iifth tat i-arns nothing; 

fiK i'ts (1 in ><** nt t' allay, n*> hingtT knows the *0 

M.,th.r all.! hts nnise When these womlea- 
,,,ls sink Hint srn»\ an.i the tloftrine of the 
is*d 1)1 Us mil iiiH iits, is left to the powers of ita 
ni. 1*. di ll! wf liisiover? Thai we are, in 
nli i.in t*i<’.it«tr, very weak and ignorant; that 

ihu .h.Hii of . sisleiice, am! that vve conk! 

4nMth.*i Willi ni.tie skill than we are made. 

I II V» t imtif ; di.it the ails of human life were 
ihV iiiHSinaive t»i*.*r.uiniw of other aminals; 
.vt.rhi he matle hr mm, it may be said that, to 
lur Kfe*..', 'I'o these profound principles of 
S, .I'M* are atkled some moral instructions equally 
.,|,,i;in.,eM. well iimfcrsiood. will produce social 
.*i men are mulMal gainer* by mutual bencliis , 



that evil is sometimes balanced by good ; that human advan 
tages are unstable and fallacious, of uncertain duration, aa, 
doubtful effect ; that our true honour is, not to have a grea 
part, but to act it well : that virtue only is our own ; and ilia 
happiness is always in our power. 

Surely a man of no very comprehensive search may ven 
ture to say that he has heard all this before ; but it was neva 
till now recommended by such a blaze of embellishment, oi 
such sweetness of melody. The vigorous contraction ol 
10 some thoughts, the luxuriant amplification of others, the in- 
cidental illustrations, and sometimes the dignity, sometimei 
the softness of the verses, enchain philosophy, suspend criti- 
cism, and oppress judgment by overpowering pleasure. 

This is true of many paragraphs; yet if I had undertaken 
to exemplify Pope’s felicity of composition before a rigid 
cntic, I should not select the ‘Essay on Man;’ for it con- 
tains more lines unsuccessfully laboured, more harshness of 
. iction, more thoughts imperfectly expressed, more levitj 
wuhout^ elegance, and more heaviness without strength, than 
20 will easily be found in all his other works. 

The ‘Characters of Men and Women’ are the product of 
diligent speculation upon human life ; much labour has beet 
bestowed upon them, and Pope very seldom laboured in 
'am. at his excellence may be properly estimated, I 
re^mmend a comparison of his ‘Characters of Women' 
with Boileaus Satire; it will then be seen with how mud. 
pyppU female nature is investigated, and female 

surely is no mean writer to 

l»ht tr'lr "*'■ “■ 

The'Gemand^tTY^ it many passages exquisitely beautiful. 

thr,o„».. T I’' !■ 

finished as that of Glodio : and some of the 





n- whit *'■'•'5 "* was true oi 

T'llr Rurlin:.;tf'n, 

n Wir!.«.-’.m iu. n,.!.-.- luoi M tm ! a l.ai„ of thought 
.j,,,, ,v,is III-'VI ill 111. ’“- ‘'I. •mvl. to Mihport his 

,1 I. ,1, inintn! ih i! lout v\hi> h vva- puhlisheti last. 

» 

‘C^hl S*‘n "* * ^ ^***'* 

'■ *'* Aihii'-hii"!/ Kinv .ut'iiiarily cuIUh! the 

cl'Ji.'.'U.' to thr S.isiK'.; i>» -i i» i!o!ni,iui.- lamsistmg, as It 
«ms'ursiuuy loiKinnif* wioi»K.hi into <•«« design, which ^ _ 
liyilii. Uiiioi/of M.iii.-ird h.-.u!!irs .oni.uMS nwrc striking * 
rtrai.hs than l ouhl po.hd.lv l«en hfought together 
itoim oeoiMoiu! woik. As ilo-u- is no stronger motive to 
ewriion than •wit .ielein e, .... p.ut has nioir elegance, spuit, 
ordigiiity-than the po.fs vm.h.anon of his own character. 

The meanest luhsaer is die ■•atiu- upon Sporus. 

Of die uv! ms vvhi.h .ie>u...l iheir names from the w 

,u.l «hi.h a.e .al'e.i ihr ■ Kpilogne to the Satires, U 
tts'vvrv justly trm.uked hy Savage that the second was m 
ih. whole mote Miungh e.m. eived, and ^ J 

furted, hut that it ha.l no «mKh' passages equal 
Icniiuu ill ih.- fust fo. the digmiy of Vice, and the celebration 

of the uimnph of lunupthm. 

The ‘ Imiiatious t4 l!.«i.tee setm to na hh 

,U.iUous of his genius. This 

hvutuite hy its lavihty. ; the plan was ready to his haH a^^ 
luitlmig M.H teqnired hut to aceotnnta a<- . ... jj^j^ges ; 

Tf 

but wlut IS easy iH sehlo.n ex«H , . 
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parallel; but the comparison requires knowledge of the 
original, which will likewise often detect strained applications. 
Between Roman images and English manners there will be 
an irreconcileable dissimilitude, and the work will be generally 
uncouth and party-coloured ; neither original nor translated, 
neither ancient nor modern. 

Pope had, in proportions very nicely adjusted to each 
other, all the qualities that constitute genius. He had Ifiveih 
iio 7 ij by which new trains of events are formed, and ne\v 
10 scenes of imagery displayed, as in ‘ The Rape of the Lod;’ 
^ and by which extrinsic and adventitious embellishments and 
illustrations are connected with a known subject, as in the 
‘Essay on Criticism.^ He had Imaginaiion, which strongly 
impresses on the writer's mind, and enables him to convey 
to the reader the various forms of nature, incidents of life, 
and energies of passion, as in his ‘Eloisa,’ ‘Windsor Forest,' 
and the ‘Ethic Epistles.' He had Judgment, which selects 
from life or nature what the present purpose requires, and, by 
separating the essence of things from its concomitants, often 
20 makes the representation more powerful than the reality: 
and he had colours of language always before him, ready to 
decorate his matter with every grace of elegant expression, 
as when he accommodates his diction to the wonderful mul- 
tiplicity of Homer's sentiments and descriptions. 

Poetical expression includes sound as well as meaning; 
‘Music,' says Dryden, ‘is inarticulate poetry;' among the 
excellences of Pope, therefore, must be mentioned the melody 
of his metre. By perusing the works of Dryden, he dis- 
covered the most perfect fabric of English verse, and habit- 
louated himself to that only which he found the best; in 
consequence of which restraint his poetry has been censured 
as too uniformly musical, and as glutting the ear with 
unmied sweetness. I suspect this objection to be the cant 
o those who judge by principles rather than perception i and 
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.fetea to I’iviil hi . I'.n.'s .r...; '• f. v In ■ juu. . ^ 

v|. ^ it|vr-iUi^rUN rimm. wrxm 

*i-ii I ;*■' If* tit 

i!j|'hi:ul!y ‘■I'ir-.tiild iivnitiliiiti* th** 

inrt ^4 hi'-' tn iitfi itlw,:iys 
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„d conjoined !r ..nn.-.n. d lain .. It, wifiM.nt .■. !;.,ui U.bvuilMo 
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lorwas lu' vm- v.i,. t.d t.. v.u v h. • t* H.ui.,a..ms. ..r lu iviu:..; 

*rw.V.If,:'., ,,.i 

Mr .. 1 ; a a,,,,., a “ 

nlii^lrarisl.ilitfii ilt.tH t*t _ ,, 

lie has ;i lew tlHitUlt tlniiu-v , tmd ahvap* I tliuik, umii ' 
sssfulty, (■xt.‘!.t umr m ‘’l ln- I' d"’ •'! tb'' 

Expletives In- vnv ■ i.K <i-‘fe 4 liuiu hw verses; bul_ 
lowaml then .ah.H • au .T.th. t utlun e.n.unodiaus than .m- 
jortaiit. K.i. h <4 ilf mv tn t hii-'s .tl ilw ‘ Ili.u! iniKlit 
wo sylliihWs wiih wiy liifl- dniiitnuifii ui'ihe meaning; ant 
omotiines. afte.' all hh- .ut ,u.d hd.u.u, nne verse “ 

nade fi»r the salt* i-l' aiaaiiei. In his latter P*'® " which 

iiction is suineumes Miiai- .! hy Freneh idioms, with which 

Bolinghroko lia>l iH-ih.tps inh-i led him. u^iar^H his 

I lave been told that the . onj-let by which he declaied his 
)wii ear to b<; must giatiih'd was this: 


■I, a, «!ie>e dcriH. m«l hatdly H”'** 

I he fnednn 'r.u«d* ihnmKii « WMte of wow*. 
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But the reaw.ii u! thi.H jin fereiu'e I cannot discover. 

It is reuiaiked by Walts that there is scarcely ‘Piy 
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mmlmuihm ^4 .1 i^lv.ve |»i»r!iiM!|v ^4.,,, 

Mll}*iy» l.UH'H.Uv*. ttli;. !, l',,j^. h.,., u,4*i,,' '"'I 
wrsitm r>l' ! Ii 'iiiiM, li. ■•.% In- ■! hh- ,'''’ "llol 

..r .-I,. „ 

gkmn! fjorn ^i, . m*. ^ ^ I 

{Iiuii|.’lit iti' ii.rui?, .,iii.! |*i. ‘-riv.- | jf 

colltniH»n, h uni nuhk^U Wh^i, 

SaliivH vvrr<- !Ji.-«ii l..iu. i.r h, i, /I J ’J" 

lO New Sl'fltiilK-llK .l!!i! I.-- 1 V 

hut to UlUUlljl! .lUV (iiltii«» uilj I •%, Jin m , ., 

IH* du«g..r..,H 

and whiU hii.ill hn .iddrd hiU l*: d,,. 

netHilwniri,Kiiv. ‘ "-‘'ti' dai, 

AfU'v all this ,t is MUrlv -iipridu..,,, t.. au-aver ihf nufA 
tliat has niur h.v,, .i-.kci. Wlirtl.n, 
wise Ihan hy adii.K ui j.-Sun., K j,,. „,,j ^ ‘J j 
' is pcclry t.» Ir luuud ^ T- . .u ,,!„. j,. „,;, ! 

tion will only shrw th,- „( ,|„. ,l.!i|»t'l!t,il|«lp 

«<Ieh.m,un Whkl. Kh.iU rv.hldn |...,^.,.1J 

et US look r.am.i tU<- j i. in,? him-, .md 

‘tr- 

l.«. .teml ,l» «,c,„l. . I,, , 1 ^ " 

axammed, and ifirir »i.iiril 4114 ||*, . . » ; 

- 

hto-^fir*'""' "' I"" luw I" II uSirt 

requiring any other evuicnee t»r geniu* 

*'*of sf which ilw onginal h in ihria,.;.. 
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• fjMK. Bkh'..; . /B' c /. .v f’ 

*SlK, 

‘The luvour nf‘ vonr IrPr!-,. wah \-i>ur f. riiarl?';, r.ui in^ver 
Te cnougli ;u lai‘ ••.v!* ; ■u-ul \vi*li whi^'h you 

(lischari;ol so '•<;{;»■ .! Oh !, ihv nlilijsitiruL 

‘IniuM ovvii \<>n p’ r^[ uv' \<'rv tiairli I'tv' tin* torn- 
niemlitirnr-; “.* * tli hr'a i',v.-fl riynn rn- ; I vnti, nnirTi 

more hv iIh* I'l aiiou ^ 4a' v*>ui * rn:,nrf% li ! fo 

take the h-u <•! liic o-.’-m, ,:r' ti h-, luma* aJv.uu.ii^eoiiH 

to a seriITtlei i“ 0*' aiipo-'Vr-i! \n hii. jui- Iprusaii lh,tn to In* 10 
goothed in his v.i’ai'.v. "riir wr.ar'i *ei ‘ht^sr thoialions 

from the ti !'»*<• I. uha’n ^<>0 h.wr •;.■*}.;.!■■ rvi-ff. 1 wa-., hul into lyy 

Chapman and i h , air, it iirnsis. aa iniudi {n*lfd>mted 
dor tliclr km nv !ri !; m* «»| fhr rar./auai, ;is thf'V ,U'‘n dreried for 
dlic hadiiass rif' thrir i! ;ih;4-U !<'»ns. t. Iiaia.nao |H'nt«iitls to have 
restored the rrntun*'* i-iraM' tt! uir .tufhre, Uian flu* inmtakes 
of all Inriiit'!' ?o;|dai!it.:'! in 4'.>’Vrr,!| iuindrrtl |>l.u:es; and tlu;? 

Camhriden* rtldurr. u\ fhr l-irM-* 1 tmorr, iu (irook and Latin, 
attributed ;-«< riiiu li h* 1 |r.l .!»v lliiif fhry i'oiilvss tlu*}' luiVC 
corrected the old LnUu ino'iju'rnoiofj ver}' idien by liis ver- 20 
sioii. For iny |eirf, I vrur-rahv tfiod: fin* rnfihor’s meaning to 
he as yon hao* ! it, •, j ihrir ;nn 1 uorii.}% jcdneet to the 

knmviediv o! u\\ 07 n in.yr;! * nu*.,. in tlu* language, OvtT» 
ruled inr, ih v* v- e, Sir, o -n mav lee confulcjit I think 
you in tin* t‘;di\ !•- « .:n o mar happen to Ih’ of my Opinion ; 

(for mm !v i Uo m on uh.i! ;hrv -’Oievaamjid^rove any 
oiluT srii ■ knf L I i‘ uo' ■ v< :di dear own). But you have 
iiKuhi lur mu* 1; non,' l-ooid otid por.iiive in my judgment, 
sinee it is i-neir f!. u>- \ lee umrm 1 think ye>ur criticmms, 
whitli iv;‘,iol th-' * s:',;r '/.on, \riy jma, atid shall make my 30 
[inhit <if do In ; !o ei"-*' oai some proof that I am in earnest, 

[will alter tluee Via ,0 Mil \oU{ hare olyertion, though I have 
\Ir, BndeiS, e\,imple un r,n h id them. And this. I hcpie, 

('tHt wall ;u ♦ Miiiti no luall piri''e id olieilience, from one who 
.•allies dm aiifhotiiy of oiu* mm poet above that of twenty 

II 
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noetry wisli cxansii^i^o ■■.■ o! , 

‘ '■■U...-. ‘ f-r'crv lii'f* llrtt it 
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• ,■ „ ■..,.1', \ii 1, ’i iuTi-liiff, mii’Ues 

han hisvni'iM.u on .1 -o. ‘ -i • > 

. , . |,i;! n..ia' He c.UUi.oS.Hl 111 Id 

no larticuUr ui.n.u.. to • ■ . , , „ 

* . . It n In i.-n ; >■ '• in. ill V vni:,i!, lun .lU.ii, 

verse or imiM'. it .......... .1 .. 

I ! ,i. lin .i”. i'.'.l V, . :t n . 'n'l!'' I'Ot liv "Ur Il KMUb, 

\ve arc silu* »tu U..I , 
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worthy of praiBe ascrilH'd to tln^ dr.id* : 
likely to exempt him fruja tin.’ I*?! uf 
to wonder that I:ie shiaikl diV, Wum Is 
nature’ is not easy t(j say. N.iliiu' !•; j|^,| j 
judgment, for it is vain in jndet* uhn-i 
If by nature is meant what is oaiiiiMmh i 
critics, a just representathiii uf 
tions ixmlly perlbrined, naime iaiiuta be 
to arf, nature being, in diif» srn>r, 4»|jb 

Of this couplet, the serond tim* is hhI 
illustration of the former, in 

enough connccti‘d witli kmives in i 
word rather too ludteo.ms and liahi ; in 
pride will not h-^ad ihr liiMtiidifs 
but rather to some speeies m Ivianny nr 
thing more gloomy and murr htrnndable i 

*¥et Mifi 111! 5141 Ml r ■■■■«*' 

This is a high comptimmib Inn ^14** lini 
20 Dorset by Pope. The nv%l vm-se i. 

* Ilk Hi |. ’ 

In this distich is amnlu-r liiif «.! \Um !i 1 
author. I do not mean i.> I.I.ihh- th.-.r 
hardness ; in long iK'ifuiinatis-rH !(iry ,»■ 
avoided, and in shorter they (ti.iy 1.,- 
train of the composition nuy imi 

scantiness of the subject allow little i hnii r. 
is borrowed is not to l« enjoyed as o.,r ov 
business of critical justice to give eveiv hud 
30 proper feather, 

cmifiirfi— * 

Whether a courtier can properly k- 
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me sacred, may pm haps Ik- .lispmablc. To pl.a.e 
ta and country, wiih.uU s.u riln nn' fi n'iniship to any t han^t. 

' f times was a vmy mmonumm insianu! «i pnui.'um- or 
ftity.and doscrv.Ml to ho kopt s.-paraW from so poor a 
commendation as oaro of his aa.... 1 vvTh our p.>.-ts vo.uhl 

attend a little more ar. uramly to tin- use ol the wor^l .nf. /-.'*/, 

.which surely shouUl m vm he applital iu a serious eomposi- 
((ion but where some relerem-e may he made to a hiKh>'r 
Being, or where some .Imy is esaeted or implied. A ma« 
may keep his friendship .u/ero/, hee.uts.* piomises oi Immd- m 
ship are very awful ties; hut m.MhiuUs he caniiol, hut in 
a burlesque semse, lie said to keep his e.isc saaetl. 


The blessing tis('rlVHT! to tlu" hns no conui’Clion with 
his peerage; it might hapium to any ntlna* nKUi wlioie an- 
cestors were reniembertul or wIjom* p>oslcriiy were likely to 
be regarded. 

I know not whethrr this *gtitai>h. he worthy either of the 
writer or of the mtui ontoinhml. 


On Sir Wiilmm TrumlmK mie if the print fd &mMrm of 
State to KinK III, liJtdig res^nii .Ms. plaa, 

died in his retiremeni at lur^tkanipstemif in BifksMfe^ iyi6, 

pleasing ftfnn, a hnii* yet cautious ^ 

Sincere, thouglt prudent; constant, yet resign d; 

Huiumr uiu:hang*d, a jHinciplc protest, 

Fix’d to one huU% but inoderate to th© r©st» 

An honest com tier, yet a patriot loo, 

Just to hk prince, and to his country true. 

Fill’d with the sense of age, the ftre of youtli. i 

A scorn of wrangling, yet a »al for. truth; 

A gcncrouH fidtln fonn Mi|»»liiion fraej . , 

A love to iKmce, anti hate of tyranny ; 

Such this man wan; who now, from i^tih tmorn,. 

At length enjoys that lllwrty he lotU* 

In this epilaiih, as in many others, there appears, at the 
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first view, a fliult wiiit li I tliiiil. .u, civ any he- 
pensate. Tlie name is ominc-l, Ti,- im.l 
to convey sonic account ol' tin- ih .1,!, 
anything tohi of iiitn who,..- 11 nuc j . < ..mvalcl/'V""'*'*' 
and a history of a iianiclt-rx . hrii. ,11. • 
the virtues ami (jualitics so ret cii..i:. .! in citin',- 
at the mercy of fortune, to f.- I,v 

name, it is true, may In- read up. ,,, , 1 ,,. sto.,,-, 'iHUidni. 
gat on has it to the poet. wh„- .■ u-,.,.-. vander over th 
10 and leave their sulijeet heliiud i!- tn, and who is feJ 
an unskilful painter, to make !«s pmp.,,. ' 

titious help f ^ 

This epitaph is wholly without rl.-eaiio,, 
nothing striking or parti, niar; l.,„ ,h,. pnet Is notTi"' 
blamed for the defects of his --ul.jr,,. He said'ncrl 1* 
tetthMcoui., te I,,,,,,,;.,!. 2 

*ch W0,= „„, „„,k ,1,, " 

he was employed. I lu-re is m . npp, .sip, Petween an /«,; 

It was unsuitable to the niec, .ep.i,,.., 
srtions to close his vt-,'se with rl,,- wo,.i /,«; ..vcryrhvl 
should be a word of emphasis. n.,r ean tl.is rule bo 

neglectecl, except where the lengtl. of „,,ko,s« 

naccuracies excusable, or allows for beauties sufliebt 

to overpower the effect.s of pen e 

At the beginning of ilic ge'vcmh line ,}«. „.nr,! 

.hrt„2?h'2*:r‘' 

^ ** 'toj'crtiiient, liaviiif no 

dSen oTth J ‘’S* «i«K character, nor will, the L- 

P conspirator' who diet Utdy in prbon, after 



pai*E. 



is liberty who l-ad lu.-wn ici.ua.ut . 

111. 

i.,,s ./ « 

(iUor Haramrl, nl >>>• ' 


.To thi'. '■«<! Siam.-, v,!... Vi !U,.u iut. .py. 

it: U«. tH- .o.M I-'.!, ■-«, oo... . r.u: 

WhoiiiAi 1.10 «■ j..^. I.i.t uin.-,',!..!. u.u»U, 

Ori-iivo 111; i:”‘‘ 

Hmv viiisi i. t-M-.-i*. ri'.jnn..'.- louv vu ol, ! 

If P„p,. u-li ll.n.co.l ..uin..- • • 

Oh, M tl.v .o.iT In^M lu’O.! ioM ui..- Il.> 

Ami with ;i uUir*’. vmiimv.'- uh\ Kjs 

The epitaph i.. pri.u:ii..aiy r,..«.uk.il.le fur the arifpl intro- 
liuTf 1 e tuna... svlhih is iuu-ru..! « ith a peculiar fohetty. 
Chance a, near with , 0 . 

.ope to attain twice, ua.l which cannot he copted hutwttlr.o 

ervile imitation. ^ . 

I cannot hut wi>h that, of this in.rr.pl.tuh ^ 

nes hail hceu ouiiite.l, a:- they lalte away liom fey 

to they do not add to the sense. 

IV, 

Cnw... »./. r- 

* JAi'Ollt'S CKAC*^B| 
ismil MAtrtMII imiTAXSSJAlK- A 

I'kmco’iH AC rtmuci mm kt pkuciab. 

VWII TltPC>» *«’*' i*^'^**^*^ 

fmv »*Ava)i» . 

I'iM WHM. KV!. MPCOtS* 
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If: is 

Wi-.M f 
I ■ill! 




Ur 


tAl 
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i i i ? i r, , 5 * 




'I'll'' iiiif, 1 .11 i 'ij , 
''l'i!.i!‘l!. .111.1 lii,'...;;,:. 
vii<l, iu ,. vvi!!i ttliii i, ; 
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j , ff i-ml sincjjg 

r.r::r': 

111! lov’d' 

, i.‘r 

10 1'lnii.uim! it..'ii,. U'.. ua, i ,,. „ ' , 1 that fe 

a «'-..hiii.l4«rv..! ,',o ^ 
^»l’.'illu.i..., l,.,..no,n,i,., couplet. 

tllilt III- w.i', ;« J . ■ ' ■ ■ " ' ' m\/,nikf^ 

! I}ti''r‘‘ SiHmt'i In -,|J ■ , 

i' -"i I'll <>l 

t«W!t!l„. uvi, j, ,1 . ' »“‘ relation 1*. 

. *' •“' i<i-.|i.:r hri.' ti, iriint!. ii,,. ,. 

'he Mm.. i,.M,i|..i.,„ l„am 

->■^••• 1 . f.H’ 

'"'c-nmiiiim slmuhl an . „ of Hi 

««ais,u.,; :u„i or any Cite 

vmc,arul the,, m , .,!! i„ ,i,, l,.,, ‘ toidir 

vrrvarik*!^^ 

accom 1 4isl jrd s*yi|.*.|n ' * ’ ^^toptun. 

conveys jurt by sij{„H. ’ ’“‘''“'"’o Words, and 


B«nwth 7mk Ll'^, ■’•'••' ■ 

To which S 'h *'"*"* '"• 
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peace to tlsy oii^l roni | 

Blest in tliv in l!iv um 

One ftTat<‘ful sumiAii l«* iHv tninr 

What a I'l.inli' h'u *U;nkH/ 

Oftliis inscriikiotn tin* thin' I'.iiili is that it belongs less 
oRowe, for wham it wms wiiUnn tinm ic> Drytlen, who was 
iiiiied near him ; ami in^hail very liule mformation 

oncerning eithn'. 

Towish Mr is ir.H» mythological to be ad« 

litted into a ('hibai.m tmiplr; the muhciit worship hasio 
fected almost all tmr ntiirr coiitprisitions, and might 
erefore be cniitnuh-d tu Mor c|hta|ihs. Let fiction, at 

ist, cease with iiii^ and ha us be serbus over tlie grave. 

VL 

On jlfrs, Cm-ki, mim iiifJ tj/’ a C^jmrr in Inr BnasL 

Mlere ri'Ht-. u uiiinim, cjoni witimut pr<?tcnce, 

Blest with |4uisi ^vmtm, ttiid wiih. mhtn' sense; 

No conquest sin™, lutt ohu hrtsolf drsii’d; 

No arts cssayM, lait nut tit tr limit'd. 

Passion and cjidf Wtur ti» luT Kuul uilkiiowm 20 

Convinc’d tti.it ViOitr tudy in tnir own. 

So imal'ircfnl, stt CMSU|t4»H‘d a Jnilu!, 

So firm, yH suit, iiOwq** yet so refin’d, 

Iloavcn, as its jaucst itnld. hy tortwrci tried; 

The saint Mi-aaiurd. }mt thr woman dkd.’ 

have always coumderccl this as t!te most valuable of all 
le’s epitaphs : tlie HubjccI it In a character not discri- 
ated by any shining or einment peculiarities; yet that ■ 
:li n*ally makes, thinigh not th«^ splendour, the felicity of 
and tlnit wliicdi every wise man will choose for his final 30 
lasting companion in the languor of age, in the quiet 
trivacy, wlum he departs weary and disgusted from the 
ntatioijs, llic volalik, and the vain. Of such a. character, ■ 

:h the dull overlook* and the gay despise, it was fit that 



250 


POPE, 


the value should be made known, and the dignity establishec 
Domestic virtue, as it is exerted without great occasions, o 
conspicuous consequences, in an even unnoted tenor, re 
quired the genius of Pope to display it in such a manner ^ 
might attract regard and enforce reverence. Who can for 
bear to lament that this amiable woman has no name » 
the verses? 

If the particular lines of this inscription be examined, I 
will appear less faulty than the rest. There is scarce one 
loline taken from commonplaces, unless it be that in whicli 
only Virtue is said to be our ozvn. 1 once heard a lady ol 
great beauty and excellence object to the fourth line, thatij 
contained an unnatural and incredible panegyric. Of this lei 
the ladies judge. 

VII. 

On the Monument of the Hon. Robert Dtgby^ and of his Shkr 
Mary, erected by their Father the Lord Digby, in the Church 
of Sherborne in Dorsetshire, 1727. 

* Go ! fair example of untainted youth, 

‘0 Of modest wisdom and pacific truth : 

Compos’d in sufferings, and in joy sedate, 

Good without noise, without pretension gjeat. 

Just of thy word, in every thought sincere, 

Who knew no wish but what the world might hear; 

Of softest manners, unaffected mind. 

Lover of peace, and friend of human kind : 

Go, livel for heaven’s eternal year is thine. 

Go, and exalt thy mortal to divine. 

And thou, blest maid! attendant on his doom, 

Pensive hast follow’d to the silent tomb, 

Steered the same course to the same quiet shore, 

Not parted long, and now to part no more I 
Go, then, where only bliss sincere is known! 

Go, where to love and to enjoy are one 1 
Yet take these tears, Mortality’s relief, 
till we share your joys, forgive our grief: 

^ese little rites, a stone, a verse receive, 

Tis all a father, all a friend can give ! ’ 



itapli conlains nf the lirollier only a general iii- 
:e character, and of the sister tells nothing but lliat 
The diOlenlly in writing e|tif.i|ihs is to give a par- 
appropriate pnuse, dills, however, is not always 
irmed, wluU<wta' be the diligence or ability of the 
the greater |airt. of mankind hare no tharader ai 
itlle that distin'oiishes them from others e(|naily 
ad, and ihtatdore nothing can be said of ihein 
not be a[»pliedwi(h cajiial iiropritUy to a thousand 
5 indeed no gnait pam^gyrie, that there is inclosed lo 
bone who was born in mu* year and <lied in an« 
many useful and uinialdt* lives Iiave laeen spent, 
eave little materials for any other memorial. These 
sr, not the }iroj:H*r sultjr^tas t.d' jmelry ; and when** 
ship, or any oilier motive, obliges a poet to write 
;ul)jects, he must lie forgiven if he sometimes 
1 gi‘ucralities, and utters the same praises over 
)niibs. 

niiness of Iniman praist^s can scarcely be made 
.rent, llian by remarking how often Pope has, in 20 
ta|)hs wliitdi he <:om|.iased, Ibund it necessary to . 
m himself, llie fonrteen epitaphs which he has 
iprise about a humlreil and forty lines, in which 
lore repetitions than will ea.stly be found in all the 
.vorks. In the eight lines which make the character 
here is scarce any thought or word which may 
id in the other <?pituphs. 

:h line, winch is far the strongest and most ele- 
*rowed from Dry den. The conclusion is the same 
a ilarcourt, but is licre more elegant .^nd_ better 30 



(i;/ S:r (f - /r /r?;/;';, 

I V./'; i r- 

1 *-<' .v ‘ . 

I)f fi'lis . 

had, flic ll.ii ' I i; i ivifi',} 

* 7 ram-;/ Ur'i hrni}'^ aii|u;. aalr' i 
iha fi»U!fh i u Mjjiv h. .,: h vai'.'/ 
bul ul hat.sli Ui,. ; ir'ii* 


vni. 

If . .;,v,v/'r 


IJ2 

‘ .1 in;v.{.r 

■ ^'^(s'thouglit; 

'■ ‘ 'i''' f,ilc 

I'Toat, 

lays, 

irjil tiutvii* 

."lii s;i;iy die/ 

tlw second m 

'‘■'■'•1 i'lelaphoi' the»|j, 
'•' ■’•' “I' ilie /(!)',(, n 

;i. ■ rpu.tj. 


.1 
i f 


IX. 


ihi //rt;/v ir:.v.' 


iv: 


/•.V/a’.nV/* Alfkjf^ IJ25, 


iU-.v. WiV.rr. U ; ! .i, ih-.t miml, 

1 !•' i,,...,,,, 

<>! !,,i:i ’ O' h..';, j. y.ijj, .i.,ji|,iy',l| 

O’ r.5.»;.r.at- ;n ■ h -1 a- ‘a ! 

I H* fd.f ; /.* U"':'’ (!;■'' . ,i 

Anii Ifir j;.a . M;/7:r7 I r! . far 'iurinr. 


remove 


\\ id;ri , ad‘,f-n f l ; t ;C. 

11iv Ht:un.t! '.yhir, .4 ■. , 

Anii'I’.J runu|tit*u, Ik-^uiv, {4,,r, 

Iravr' ;4ffar 4av';.fia *,i!f ,*14 
Xw |.1 ti. ".r.v I •„ a ^m') 

Thr h:A it%iV i'.ulM ; hr. }r..rA.i {!.' - V.Jic/ 

30 I iu! t,*|iifa[»h nil \\ hlirr:> aii^aal, an* dhiT inalaiircofcoin 

nioiipl,,ia*fi, ilwiiyd* i’uirrMih 4 fiy iidiigicil t|iiaMe 

tliii |>irc!lili;y'ily y| a 

I !ii* iani|»l»*f is ahnii^. and impleasing 

exckmaiioii nckkim MHvrrd'. ai .nti antlliliiii 



POP.i<. 


/cd that th<‘ \huiWW OI uml sit llie begirh^ 

-c ahvuys oUt'iuis. 

pia is intuv happy : the value eKprej^sed for 
sorts t^rnirn, raises him to esteian ; there is 
,f ihi! eoHUiinn r,uit of superfuaal satirists, 

‘it tlu^ iiisiie ^a'ity ;i eaHU’tjer desiloys all 
^'id tiiat ire is iapially a dissemlder to tlie 
uid. 

couplet I shouhl wish tlse e|diapli to close, 
cl hi* unwilling to lose the two ueKt lines, lo 
‘iirly bought if they cannot be retained with- 
: fuiknv thenn 


20 


X. 

/i Ai lutsfhmpsfmf m MfrhMre, 

iTdO. 

Htone, wU.n few viuu inniltleH cun, 

.y Huy, Heie liv* an man: 

h\v^,{ lu'vniitl the piH’Os ht,n% 

saetol foim the rnnn! and Great; 
iuul piaiM-. and liiend to learned ease, 

\vith seiriux in the vale of 
lit; louk'd on either Ihe*, ami here 
hiiia t‘> n'|»iet, or tljere to fear ; ^ 
utnu*’s tempeiale least laine nalisihed, 

Ilcav. n that he Imd UvM, and that he thed. 

tiiU'l of tliis fiiii.ipli is ItorrosTOl from Crashaw. 

lines wnitaiu ti Hjincics of praise peculiai, 
list. lU-rcs ilK-ivforf, ihe inscription should 

o latter part ctmUining noUiing but what is 

;ry man who is wise anti good. The character .=10 
so amiable, that I cannot forbear to wish foi 

biographer to display it 

terity. If he did not stand in the first ank 

y claim a place in the second; and whaicvci 
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criticism may olijoct. to his wrilitigs, censure could fi„, 
little to blame in his life. 


XI. 

Oh Mr. ( 7 .tv. In IIV r Alky, 

*Df iiiamicr?* nriitle* <'»f 
lii wit, ii Mtaiu a duM ; 

With native hnitnnii lrsii|rii!!-» WJUanss ra«'e 
Formal to at «v‘.. I4 

Above t<no|tt;Usuii, in a ^ •.»- r * 

to Aiul uncoiTUj»lr<l, rVn Ihr duat; 

A safe an* I mi ra»*^ liirntl, 

lliihlnm ’4 thjMni;l> litr, l.uinrhir*! m thy {.^1 
These are thy liunMius’ !|t.if lien/ thy husi 
Is inixM with hrjnr., of imiIi thy 

But that, the wn.aihv ntui ihr %ha}i 

Strikhjg thrif |■^.ellave t»> miu. lirta h<,n, 

A.S Gay wa.s the I'.ivmtiife of out .itnliur, tliis eiiiiaplnn 
probably written with .in mu MUinii.n ilegrre of attcnlion 
yet it Is not more sue. esshillv ■■xruiict than the rest fei 
20 will not always happen that the sue. ess of a poet is pro 
poitiunate to Iris labonr. i ne *..uue oloervation iinija 
c.'ctemjctl to all works ol im.iginaiion, wiiti h aiv often iii| 
enced by causes wholly out oi the perhamei’s pmver.byliiiK 
ofyvhichjie {rerceives md the oiiKtn, by sudden devaiionso 
mind which he cannot prorhn <• in Iuiiim-H’, and wliicii so® 
times rise when lie e.speits th< <n h ast. 

The two jiarls of the first hue iice only echo,. s of eacl 
other; gmlle mamms ntn/ m it J .ijk.fh'tif, if they mean a»i 
thing, must mean the same. 

30 ^ That Gay was a man m u>tf is a very frigid coinincnila. 
tion; to have the wit of a man i« not unit h for a poet, Tin 
wil of man, and the sitnpitrtff ,»/ a make a jiootai 
vulgar contrast, and raise no idea* of esfellencc, dtlu 
intellectual or motui. 



rtn'i'. 




:c::f.::s 

f I iiiir llllj WilS II* illlU* llH* 

flnextlineis uuhanu.miuu . in ils wnm.V.md mron in 
iJonception; U.e oppusitiuu is ol.vi.ms. .nul lb- u'..rd . 

|ied abllutely, and wiihuut any mmldusitum, gumh ami 

7be in p.avr.y. and./) 

;;:t be a. 

»t from the pnsKrssu.u v,! viiiur. l.ul tlm id.smac ui «u,, 
indthatoneoftlm must (uliMii--,. _ 

As little can be a.ided tu bis ■ Imrader l.y asseruiig that he 
mkmrnUdm Ms sml l-v.-ry man tl.at di.-s m at least by 
lewriterofhis epiiup!,. supp.e. d tn ia lamented, ami there 
mthis general lanumtaiioii ih.. ;; u« hmuHir t» <»ay.^ 

The first eight !iii<*s liav<- no grammar ; the adjectives are 
ilout any aubsUmtive. ami ihe eimlieis wiihuul a^.suhject. 

The thought in the last line, that (lay is buried in the so 
osomsof tlie and the ,,'ee,/. vUw are distinguished 

nlyto lengthen the line, i-., su <lark that fcw umierstand it; 
nd so harsh, when it is espiaiiu d, that still fewer appiO'e. 


XII. 


Intmied for Sir hmr XrM In msirninsder Abk)-. 

* twAvm ’Hvwtnnwn: 

TcrfasiUir# 7Vw/w* Cminm$ 

Miirlukiti 

Hqc wiiimw . 


Nnliire, awl Nature’s laws, 
Clod saiil, I'fl AVk-/ub btl 


lay hW in night, 
and all was light-’ 


Of this epitaph, short as it is, die faults seem not 


be 





zs 6 


very few. Why p.irt shiuil,! hr r.ihu .||„j 
is not easy to diwovrr. In jj.,. j 1,:^^' 
Immortalix and MmUhx i*. 4 tij. j *' 

he is not immm'l,il in .iny . 
is mortal. 

In tile verse.s the litmi 
and light ■ViXe loo iie.nlv .til . i. 


;’•!« Enjii 

, "I’positio' 

mcroqBj 


<* * ' "i'ViHiis, .imi the 


words I 


ro 


20 


On Edmnml Duhf ef Hu liu .. 7, , /• . . 

*.yiii 

xnadvHt ymith, irfiv ir,, 

'-I 

CouM H.iVt* il n I,,'-}, j'., '* 

Or a<ltl nne \ 

Thin wwimi: nuihlr h.U »mi 1 1 ,, . 
Orsmllytolil l.nv j,. J 

ine vjiiur in.i\ I ,, , , 

Th« seiiate lir.ut! Imn. .u.i !„.. 
li’et lutjiHiii*. 4nd |, ,, r.n,', / * 

Attend, the s|.},'ide r-rMlr I* 



Kmis i„ the 

Ari<,I» chiefs nr i*, - * 





of speech 

-^HnclIiinK like ■ tL . ! V, • 

are poor and prosaic. Art is 
30 that a rhyme may be hud to h, « > ri * ' '*'*! 

best, but not excellent. ' ' are lie 

l-ronn..,,,., 

H...d srSd tat t:;::"""’- 

sake. * lor the autliot'si 



port-:. 
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jj his last tpitapli, ‘On lli!ii;«!r,' in wliidt lu- aiti-nipl.s m 
lejocular upon out; <1!' lint ti‘\v things tluit ninkn wise imtn 
ierioaSjhe confouiuls the livini; man with the tleatl 

‘Uii'kji* sloiii*. thin 

Or tnulcr thin tuii/ 

i Whsn ^ niiin is nni'<* luiriiHi, iht* tjurstioii luidfr wluit Ik* 
isbuiied is easily tieridrd. Hr* that llitniglt he wrote 

Ik epitaph in a state u( nucertaiitty, yet it could not !>c laid 

over Mm till his Rfavc was made. Such is the folly of wit 
ifknitis ill einploji'ii. 

The world has hut little new ; even this wretchedness seems 
i have been borrowed from the following timeless lines: — 

M.iulavii’i Aunsii luiruautvir Cf?»Ha 
Sub ht>c lu.iniDiori*, vt»l ftul> hue luiiuu, HCU 
Sul) <|ui(.‘d|tutl \iilutt: t)Cui|.nius luuaci, 

Sivc hucH'tU* hcsiiiaua^*’ cuiuus^ jiuu 
Op]>t)i tuning iutitli'iis \‘i;U»‘r ; 

Naiu sciie h.iud iuturu, sed mc 

Taiiti cral vatuuuu sii»i ttadiivur 
Ut uruaiti cujx'jct vivcuH. 

ViveiiH i^tsi tufuen sibi inuavit, 

Quae* iai.fiibi Noiuit sua HejuiIuhrOji 
(iliui si({U{>tl habi’itfl is scjuilchnim/ 

Surely Ariosto did not venture* to expect that his trifle 
)ul(l have ever had such an illuHtrious imitator. 




NO'l'ltS. 


Till' I.IFK OF iJKVDKN. 

[P.SS. refm to a f«w |ars<>f rfn in MB* by Johnson 

limsclf, and in t!«* whioh havo ton com- 

lared, as far as thry wtlli U m abo^c.J 

Pago 3 , liiR* t, i'.SH, 

1.3. disf/ay. ‘iH'fouut,’ i'. to 
1 , 5. *no luuu’,* i*. SH. 
kjmd * tiwsi/ I*. SS, 

a msuai ttfiJ urn fmJitum, *On reviewing the 

ceived accounlH ut his hh- mni wtitmiiA I kniiu! so much inaccuracy 
[(1 uncertainty tfiat i soou irsoivni Ui iiihc nothing upon trust, but to 
insider the HU I, >j<*et ns wholly now,* | Aslveitiicment to Malone’s Life 
Drydi'ii.) ' UntiJiiuuairdy this »itntht«ma upon ail before him in the 
me career 1^1 ik<‘ tluii <4 tlu' hail thf ssri, who lumeni a with generous pity 
[iiniscoiuluct of )tnu In ml irluir )t.m M'Ut lor /iim) attaches itself, in 
rt, upon the adduHtril wiiter t 4 the sanie lik*, Ur. Johnson, deceased* 
it that he A “th'ee.iji« sr' ah»nr iu*s 4>unt lor it ; for I doubt whether 
iloiie, valiant ns he \% wouhl hnu? w lit ten these comments (which 
1 like a wasp’s tail in the iiuia* ol 11 giant) upon so irritable a per- 
lage.’ Ksseuce ol hlalonr, by Jtliniiliiit helix, iHoo. In spite of this 
ire upon the hypeteiilieal inilui^lfy of Malone, there can be no doubt 
it Johiisun’e chuiiudetintic Avtwion from a steady and prolonged 
irtion of his powtiA puivental hk making a very close investigation of 
worth of tho * casual mrntion ‘ and Hmccilam tmditioa.* It must 
mys he reniciubeiiHi that the I iv« of the Poets was a work undertaken 
the booksellers, wiiiien to order, and regarded by Johnson as a piece 
askwork. 

. 6. kymi w/iai, * lhaii/ Ih BS. ■ - 

. 7 * ibji. There wit« thus juit aliout 150 years betw^.tne mrtn, 

Dryden and the pidilkatbn of this lifo by Johnson, which appearea 

1779 

(himiU. Alter Uundk* ftad » was/ istedit - 



BiU'mw, 


t. U, n'p-K‘fJ. Unu!/ !*. SS. 

/Vr.M.4^ Ml, Ii5«* nt wvi tmf i 

mruiiul t.iiiioit Ihylvn^^ Mii.vlhuarH. iiifaisW ht h 
m 1741, , v.k Kv., |.ut 

1. ///»J hU*UfeJ, It %\A% IImHv fjh\ fH ftiovni hv 

I t»|. lu.t }‘n« n m tk* luHtnlitmn n\ 

I>i..i...m.v. Thr «...,. ^..., tV; " 

c.i..«|,(nl ,.! Mn r,„!, i;, J-Wlmid n ^ 

iHifr dm..* t!... („ ,■ 1 .li'tim't «/t* 

titimU'i* i.i.'irami ,;,r,it;. .In..;,;, (i,,. t uil W;,,-, „„„ nf*.'.!? 

they a.r 4 . ,hn 

p. JUS w»i wr.l- I.„„ a.h,H-Alr 4 „! ht,.,(y ,.| .'OMcbM % 

Aiml,ai.tisl», «;» Itww! !l„.„n ..j n«,i i „ ?oiw “ 

gtiwially 1 ..H 1 nl vuinr ii..,! m ni.u.citl d.,.iiiv.' '•riiusLlTl 

m ihc cu m'.. « ... ,.,.iT4 ,s,. Cm»«uai,„ J 

I <»!)(;««.)■ 10 i!),.ii ic.i.-i.iM Ihiiiwlvei oftkcil) 

MiitiMU’j', i'ijjti Wtir »iil .t,f||ri:| 4 ,f{r:|: 4 |ui.||i 

1 . 15 . 1 . . Ill, i‘» imii'hRvn t««i‘ ihe re„„;nl 

nllnwanU 1 Iaii,,.|,ftim, .Acco«,t 

otlhr Itiaiiiati.- j, I .Ji.- lin.lri. h.(» rnlii'iiM tli5,5,(^ 

j.mfcM.,,,,, ,.i l.u.lu-.uM, raiiiu..-,. r„. HurwoU A. 
hapunta. il„„„h I ,uml ..tevc by th 

way that miw pcijlr a.,.,,,,,; ■!„- yr..., lunuiontd mtt 

jimtly Iwvr tx|rb:irt| IriH’i iiMiti huti im mmm oiMsoH 

ac,lMa .m.„« h, ihc you 1. a,,,;! „„ 5^ 

imbhahed m ifayi. ,Sn i,, ■ K.1I, .he pretrt 

l amlld in iltr |ilay ealkil ilir "lltiki* f*i Uuwr/*' .*iu attack on Win : 
attritiiitfd In i. MmtIwrII wr trail —‘And U nof 

enough wiiiit lit mirt'i I ininr of hi^ fil 4 ftr«|ii 4 « 4 i 4 ntTi twhom ktooi 
to m m an o|d«ioii he onee |nnk:weil i« hI, ai»i imadi diffewit from ^ 
what he now |m;ientli V Arc 

I. ai. paBmm/, In ihe lirni ulitnm il,r trM nl iliw |«nigmph reads! 
tmii or odiiihlerrd m a tiurtirr hum mmikrt |4ifly (or r^Monlj 
I aw Wdinwi thereto to think il«f Dritnd. wgii wiisniormed/ | 
I. m, /in Dr. Iltiihy ww iwr «t ilnw iiifwiers who wm to 

haw won rei|«t liyeatremr severity n the of DryWtlife 
pwiixetl to hi* Sete \\oik* In this m-ileH-** Unr wtwer Iluiby wd to 
whip a i»y m long till he tiiadr him a imnlnttml hloekhetd/ ttalso > 
Johnson » answer when iike*| tww hr ohtninnl » nwoh leamiDgiii 
tplteofhii hahltMl »lti|glihiiew«\Sin my maiitef whipped »rery. 





aSx 

II’ Boswell’s * p. 7, Johnson approval 

Phis MikI of tli''eipn:H' an»l upiMtitl iu 3kuHa Cf Boswdl, ‘ Life,’ 

** Th^c, ‘There is ii<*w h s,-4 *** mir great schools than for- 

but then less is li-una'I ihnr; so that what the hoys get at one 
ffldtheylose at tlw’ otlin.’ t 'h alno, tm the other side, Herbert Spencer, 
'0iitlieSUi(lyol’S(Khi>l»4»y’ in thr hn in nut tonal Scieuliiic Series, p. 190; 
'It may be imaiiul, tlu n ttne, that our hoys shoukl he accustomed tc 
larsli trcaliiH'nt. ipLii)*. and irc*auug hiutul punishments without toe 
liceaconsuleratiim oi that pistier. . , . , So that a certain hrutaliza- 
ion has to he tnaintaijte»l <hui?i|; our passing phase of civilization,’ 
ice also the .same ;uish<u\s chapta on * ‘fhe Rights of Children ’ in 
lis ‘Social Statics.’ 

P. 4, 1m|. Li^rJ llastirigB had been a scholar 

t Westmiimier, mid Inn tnujuim’ of tmcellencc caused a special 

lief to be felt at imi r.ul\ dtuih in ttup) hum sinalLpox. He was the 
)ii of die Karl ot I luntitjjplMn, ha r to the Duke of Clarence, brother 
) King lul wind I\. e'j, Nltui Dryden, Clar. ITcss Series, Introduc- 
on, p. xiii. 

1. 5. o?wo’/Af, ch:Wt ',(*// here ’^atn mwJkrUJ ixmi of fancy. Johnson 
loles for the meaning * icutimetit as elisiinguished from, imagery,’ 
ope’s lines : 

‘Some to cMueidt filmm their worivs confine 
And ghii'iing limughtH immk out at cv’ry line.’ 

Lssay on Criticism, 289. 

be conceit. s hae eompbdm d *4 were lantastical expres.sions of cora- 
idsons lK.‘tween thbigs ua mdike as possible. For the * example of 
iwley’ cf. Johmstm'a hie of that where he says t™-* About the 

ginning of the seventeentli amimy appeared a race of writers that may 
termed the nu«mt*hy:uc.d poeti, .... The metaphysical poets were men 
learning, and to shew ihrir learuing was their whole endeavour : 
t unluckily resnhin|,^ to ilu w it in rhyme, instead of writing poetry 
,‘y only wrote vrist H, .... 3 heir tluiughts are often new but seldom 
turai ; they aie not obviouB, but neither are they just ; and the reader, 
■from womh'iing how he mifsctl them, wonders more frequently by 

lat perveisimcss of Ingenuity they were ever found The most 

lerogeneous ideas me yoked by violence together, nature and art are 
isacked for ilhmt 1 at irina, comparisons, and allusions; their learning 
iructs and ilu ir subtlety suipiires ; but the reader commonly thinks 
limpmwnuiii di-mly bought, and though he sometimes admires, is 

dom pleased Milton tried the metaphysical style only in his 

es on Hobson the Cm tier; Cowley adopted it and excelled is pre- 
lessors, having as much icntiment and morexnusic. As an examp, e, 
ong many otlieis, lohm^on himself quotes Cowley*.— 

* All armed in brani, the richest dress ,of war 
(A diMmil glmiom sight I) he shone afar. 
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The sim himself started with sudden fright 
To see his beams returned so dismal bright.’ 

Cowley, says Johnson, was almost the last of that race, and m 
doubtedly the best. 

1. II. constellation. The termination -tion was then pronounced as i 
dissyllable. Compare the lines p. 75 : 

'Nor is it duty on our hope alone 
Creates that joy but full fruition.* 

Compare also the full note there given. 

1. 22. Oxford to him. These lines were probably only a passing 
compliment, intended to please the immediate audience before whom 
they were to be recited. Cf. the Introduction to Dryden’s works in 
this Series, p. xiv. 

1. 26. // was not. This is not correct. The poem on the Death oi 
Lord Hastings had already appeared in a volume entitled 'Tears of the 
.Muses on the Death of Henry, Lord Hastings,’ 1649. 

1. 29. Sprat and W ilkr. The productions of the three poets were 
bound together. Dor a notice of Sprat and Waller see Introduction to 
Dr}den, Clar. Press Series, p. xviii. 

1 * 31* panegyrists of usurpation. Johnson’s political position may 
perhaps best be described as that of a consistent Monarchist. In this 
he never altered, though he could drop the 'fierce Jacobitism’ which 
accompanied it in his youth. After the receipt of his pension he became 
a partisan of the Hanoverian family, and we soon after find him suggest- 
i r®“iedy for a man who attacked public measures 

and the royal family. But the modern reader must not forget that the 
royal measures were innovations mostly, and that the 'Whig dogs.’ as 
them wonid perhaps now mostly vote on what is^com- 
T side in politics. Cf. the Introdaction 

Tnhnc ^ Tionghte on the Present Discontents’ in this Series. 
Johnson never loses the ^ance of an assault on the opponents of the 

ma^'°by^wSS”i’ 'fi ^ Waller, where, mentioning the speech 

produced le of 1 “ ™PPly 

tentre?ukrlvd^^t*^T which disaffection and discon- 

imaginary grievmce^.’ ^ hyperbolical complaints of 

opponmls^onbS'^'’”'"”"'^' “Stance, in 1681 Dryden’s political 

‘^^roiqu. Stanzas on fhe late 

Usurper O. Cromwell ’^fh ^ ’“i® 

Diyden with his new o iv which publication was to injure 

he fom of a folTbr I'f P™t®d ^ 

md integrity of the noeM to show the loyalty 

‘ The nrfatini ^ following lines as a 'postscript,’ 

f “e more 

Than aU the drubs I in Rose Alley bore ; 
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Mir; siivh 

-4 t! 


-i.rtry fif'M 


4 nirij.' 


, 1 !, 


r* :i 

;-r;)!' 
t vr:i! t 

;u 4 *r 


I. 


This shoAVH iiiy i»'A ’»•■■' 

Would praiiu- ttir viir u un.i 

,.isoin.hoProt«<-‘^;y,;'’y:,r 

■ Thus needy I'- P' ’• “■ ; _ _ j, . 

liy halo enindii.ned, | '"y; /j", 

Though lyd n ■yy ■ ■;; ,, !„„u!he fam- of ihe 

,*rePaycs isamdo.am.- 

I tiiiearsal, id?'- '-h »"■< ' 

i sirect aches' see tlu- ue. ..uut ■■! ..■■■ 
yaetton fo his wooee » ! - ■ 

1 . 8 . Is- II >' 

L 15 , ihr/uiess ‘ H i--'' 

sentence. We should ^i»v ''-■-■e 
probaMyso.’ jolinsuu s sUoie; . t. 

Uinthiisto put the euiphulie -.voi. 
ofPrj'ilen’s diction wiH ‘'>'1 


t ,tt I 

M. 


,.|, |'V>r ' U<:rdf* 

■'•ivcii iit thd* isi* 


UH 


sii!',? 


j . 


•:l! t. 


rt;-:, in fhin 

.rn<l rvflil 

,t lil-rly t*;uis.rd! 

Ihw; rlih.iinU*’ jnwtittinii H»n 

in tin; 


ilv 

i.fji 


( 4 , Hu' jS'i.tIf* |'A:i 


ofDrydcn’s diction w.u ;;; • ,„„,i ,1,, i„lb« iiii; 

ithe poem 'News f.M.i. IMW hy nidni.i 1-''' ' 

“ WLaureate, ivl.o -.s k'di- hn-n-d mid !■■ ■ . ,_ 

Was anlliiied lolii: •diiee l■.^ " silnus- lio. H i . 

Nor ha.l th.-ie It. 11 sueh eliilt. l itimie 

But that lltissihnee .U.l iuv.i.le. ^ 

Invade! and s.t H might well, lhals eU-a , 

But what di.l it invade V an < al ._ ^ 

There are .some phiaa ; ol whn-B H inay nmmint 

remarked of tin- <-xpu". .M*n ‘ tJuirt gotnl 

of authority avhi.ih mu It y, 

English. So also in tue Poinlh Letim l.j Ma.un v- 

was again attackal, (' 1 . n.ttt' (nr |>. 17, f- 

1, .9. also. ‘ only ’ !■ SS. _ .Uriication read 'atKl’ !>.«. 

1. 24. m;///oo.-/r. ■a\'.a> •, 

1, af). easify. ■ alwavi;.' 1 ’. SS. was iirobably first 

I. as. 'Jh: time at 1 he W dd O.il .1 ^ 

e.tliibited in itifi-i .t I'm.',- See •'■.V,’' „ ’the ailvicc of friends, 

had been coiiiiiose.l l.elum tin;; ami laid 1 - ‘m . from Pepya’ Piaiy : 

‘Took coa.-li and l,i e..iiit and iheie ' j ,0 poor a thing 

by the King;. Imn .e, l.nt it was .11 

asever 1 saw hi my lile. aliii..:.l. and an _ ^ teU 

from the heginiiing In the end 1 , 

certainly which was the “ wild l.allant. in 3- 
1 . 17. wm. ‘ wa;;,’ I'.SS. . « pcrfomiances ’ the fast 

1. 19. ilramatsi-. ^ ‘ .Jjf:'],,,* as tiicy do not appear in the 

edition rciads * and iiulrctl thrte W - * 

wllectloii t.i which this nauation is to be annexcti. 





much in VO- 


I iO. ts/f, till ■ 1', :s>:, loi 

' St^ui ‘ j) some, p.s§_ 

1. a6. J<.tH -ri.is 1;,.*,'; 'iiovlV I;,-., r , 

author ot 

iU \hv, omx i4 i'lu^lrn 11. Uv ;C . ’ o', 

hoirmmi hnm {hr h i>\ uii{{-;» hvtnC tc 

i‘h |». h, I i.t4 |>rtu:iA'U..sj / m Ous u l%sinrliym 

Ut'iuy V * asul ’ a *' ' * ‘Hhtoryi 

I. .1 |■us{s,,n t,t ih,. * Uh T ..r . 

thymr, aijil that a MaaU I'.iOi,, . • u 1 1 1 f ? iin, , » n V-'^ 

«.i, „. in..., .4'.,. 

T" I 


hr ,N„nl.| not 1...U- nnor.l th,. J,..,’.t’h,-.r, that 

Iriifhliij; tli> nrr to |i, •(,,., ].|,I,!,. .• .1 .,,,, .i, i. ,, ™ 

.sin.un,,....e, ,1..., V,.,. '.1' 'Sn 

' '"'■rfH-.i n, I, . * 

rhyme Ki oi,i.M.,r.i i„ l.:,,„I, t ,, |i,.„,,n , , ' 

rnla.H.-,! very t!.r rv.a.nv,. .'.1 ovt'hlj 

h * r.t.„e» hi.,, fo hetS 

mmw <jf liH annumm^. i /' 

u”" 

w« no led «w«y hy tl.r hou h ,,.,Kr.hm., m . ,« 

of ihitnllv' A. '!! "" r ' 

Beside* «4ir I ha '®*’**i*^' *, '» nature, to mod it 

or my frieodt u, b« ««iy !„ jh, ^ „ , 





P. 1. 


lleresUoujuHnv, must I! 

arauia *t ’s 
p 1 a d€- 
fc v;i|.;uc, 
l'‘{cJiu;e.. 


The little l:uiij'. in sisf.inr; t!;i-;r . rCj-i-.-r. 

And s!er|.ii}i: I Ir.wr! . . .;th l.,r n ./n . . w ;:.wcai ; 

Kveu l,u .1 ;um! !• hv\ ■ ii .-p. >r’ I i'*.* *,r:...' . 

Rest ti» iiiv lani! nti-i ■'KuR't.n ?>» n''. 
tMkinp. Jt tlui'-.t »ii' U' f' wvi;.'! |.niot! ifislanct? 

of tiie increasiiiit t{’nt|iiu:s in ■ ; ei ui nur laiifnuti^c. hrw 

ii'oiilcl now ‘ make a pi.!)' * nr ' J3i.i!.r' :\u .ituPr !»>$■ u I he 

I'iiie generality f»f siiv 1 1 ii un?-! i.uivivt:'. ii! p-hi a-.rs hke 'make away 
, ('ill], ’ ‘ rnakc over, \‘v e, Ma;.}- iica.wsv r ■■ nat-. I'C* where this vcfh 

iconic] now have Item r{-|'l-n;rd l-v ni nsriu- sprci.ili'-'rd niraiuc:|>» 
lints 'i7W/v'<? lull jininl «({' tht. nsini .ti 'v,’ ; 'i un, vv. 5. 

' Sueli ll;u^i<: :V'. hrl.ar w .1 . U’ V.j' .rve.A' 

lJut uhru ul uhl thi- M>ns t»t iiunjftJa,' '‘.ann 

Mill! a!, i »iit‘ nn the Nativity, n 7 « 

* 'Write (icill rceeip!-. hnw p(!r!n'-:i may he 

l’.)p.r, Iv-i.'.ay uir Ciilicisin, 115* 

L 17. maik, ‘ wrote,’ Ik S;-\. 

1 , 19. * \\ ! i t i i i p , ' \\ SS, 

1 , 21. fW.yiv/o/.v;; e/i * .uroa er t<o' I'. SS. (‘f. hitrofluction* Johnsoii s 
’lassical teiuleueic*-.. 

1,32. I ci/H tVc. '1 IS'« |''a;.:>;!pe s’oniihl IrartUy have been put 

oquolatioii mailer., lui it I:] a pcf t niiPri, -.{tinn ol what Dryden really 
iTOte. The unpjn.il m.ry he jfMfl in the Sj-Iet t Drydeih p* 2b, 

P.8,1.3, e/c-i .v/.kn;, ih-K- o.e>l in its pro|;ier serise. This passage 
1 quoted hy Ji)hii itn in hi, Inktinn.ary, as illustrating tho meaning 
:loqucncc, flow <»{' lan:;it:i';e.* I’iii-. is a mueh abused wnixL It means 
owintlic month of thf Mil'pir little nu*i{* titan Naitiadation we have 
Ivertisenient'*. hom •Mi.s/.aud So. Ihoirsra^r of 

idstuticrint; rapidly emed,’ a'c. hint it must he remembered that the 
assical meaning <4 the wuui i. that mastery of one’s mother-tongue 
lick alone eoniem ion e, sp-aer, and propriety of diction on speaker 
7*r. Cf. p. 10, 1. ‘ Vot want of learning an<reIocution he will 

ver he able to expo s . an> thing either naturally or justly, tf. p. 93 . 

1. 5. GondikrtofDavauwl. Sir WiHittni Davenant (1605-1668) had 


Linanyrtams’; Hiy.s, ‘r.i 

I 1.7 ‘Kynu-r. ikt- 

ilssay on Boswidl ^ 1 '.f , 

Ijcription of Night in <oic‘ n! hi'. 


I ' '‘All lliiii::-. ; 
The moiiiit. 


U ri;r!U''ar ijra-t : 







twn ■•in adh^rrnl i»f itie Kovnlini j^iiv vii.l u , r • . 

li '.Nnl M sail ff,, Vi.iMiia. ralijia/vuti/jairhr 

in H,.l.l,«. HI. i .. . : ‘ . “ ^''S'-'rarse’^jj™ 


in ■I'iK-iua-, ll„l,l.rs. Hi, v,-,,rl h'.h'Ah » I’v",,! 

a.;.;.,, 

I (.w, s l,!< .lie m u.r 1 ..V Ml W J ■ I. M 111,- Pfisoii i 

1(1' . i-r, ati.i i». i,„ ,j , v', hi 

wn , II..! invriilr.! hi 1 1 r;...i,l. h !, U V”' '"' "I 

i.fr- .-.-M «. h, . • N,,.,.. i. , '•? 71 bySirJo^ 

1. s, w, ' 

I . !.|, A. 7 y, , 

.!a(r, i ,.r I ,1 „„ ,, ;,j ‘ ^ lipb, 

Uti«.il.is iiiuWTi w;n m 1 iiv.'rii‘» I . 16641 

M...U . 1 , ;i.;f r;:;‘ 

at a lairr ,!.,tr, -J'),,, , ‘’-i ';>iiie year, bu 

Kiiiiiri.ii,' uliii li j.iii.luhrl t„ tf.r,;. i„ " }“® 
liiim lliH It was aiiriwai,!, ,i,„inr,l ,,| tiir „,| , , ,|i, ,/ I'f'- 

imtlin. iJiy.i. iia!.,! I!..»ai4 la-. a.„r i , ", 

Ml till .!r.i!!i. Mal..iir, j. ** .uni oontinnej 

J. JiJ. /W A,.,w N,.j 

tlw ymn’a, m a .Inli.at.,... t.. kI , 

have wfuifn ’^t*u 

lilcp tsut Ibigot liis 



Norss. 


p. B,i. H-r. 
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.. ./;« ,Var itli ‘ vSir M ai liii Mai 1 iiU ' traiiaalcil i'ri.m 

■>!■ Nfwraslls, ami l>y ii>'« P-esciiteil to 

. tn enouire howtnie I.;iiu;lMi...-'sMaUMiio»l was about tranv 
itam Voitiue. The -..an.u ,mt. i. IwyimiU ikmbt :~ 

<My (lays ami my mr.lib'. , r • 1 * . 

Are fiHcJ to tlio imriuisi' wilb soimuji iimt Intjiiw; 

From my lu'iut Niill I ‘•i!',b, 

And my cyts aro ni'Vi-r ilry ; 

So that, fupia bn I't:'*'*''*- . ,, 

lam to the top of bove’s huFimiCNS laised. ^ 

^ Sir Martin MarralL 

^Mes jourH ct mes iinitH 

Oat bicu puu <lc* itifHfa vt iH-auconp dcimt'inis; 

Je me meuts dc limpmir. 

J'ai le feu <lnnH le cninii't 
Je Kuis jumHueux. ^ 

Et le ciel ne v<ut point <ramaitt pluH hameux. 

(‘hansoii df Voitnre* 

V 10 1 In the ' I’cmipeM. ’ of Slmks|?farc, Hycmm in the wiother 

[Calitan. dead before the (.iK-i.in|: ol the idot. ami Miranda is the 
Oman who has never seen a man. In the ‘ leinpeHt as nltcrcd y 
lyaenand Davenant, ChiUbau and Sycorax are brother and sister, aw 
tacla is iutrodneed to llippolito «im never Wore saw a wommi. 
seems diiricult to helieie that such an adaptation (.f.Shakspeaie to the 
urt of Charles 11 could have eoi xisted with a real reverence on the part 
Davenant and Dryden for SlmUspeare’s genius. V et it yo«W 

at such is neve.theless the fact, ‘•Shahspeare a poet forwhom he 

lavenant] had pavticulnily a high veneration, and whom he first taught 
e to admire.’ Dryden’s I’rcl'aee to the Tempest. 

1. 8. Elkanah StUk. Horn i fi.p't, i»ublishcd llie • bnipress of Morocc 

1673- 

but the Dedication contained some 

L . . . wrote. Tins eritiipte, if it can f 

cha nauie. was really vviittcn by John Crowne, with “=‘P 

ryden and Shat Uvell. (htiwim h;ul in written ^Ju mna, a r 
thor of seventeen plays in all. ‘ in my notes on a play called the 
Empress of Morocco” (I cuU Vm mine because al>ove ^ T 

ar were written by mcl I gave vent to more ill-nature m 

H do again.’* Crowne, Kpiitle l^fore CalignK ^ 

1 . 30. ihh charmkr. We can ottly wonder that Johnson . 

ought that thin ('ould be Drydt-n’s own writing. % i when 

note in what a etmdition the art of criticism mus av 
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such, work as this was not too bad for Dryden’s approval, and co 
even be attributed to himself entirely. Criticism in Dryden's tiineu 
be easily divided; it consisted of two classes only — unlimited flattei)'a 
unlimited abuse. 

1 . 21. conversation— ht]i2ivio\xT. 'Having your conversation Iiohi 
among the Gentiles.’ i Pet ii. 12. Cf also. Id. i. 15, 'Holy in; 
manner of conversation’; and Id. iii. 2, ‘ Chaste conversation coup! 
with fear.’ Cf. also, ‘Injury is an of conversation, as absurd! 

is a kind of injustice in disputation.’ Hobbes, De Corpore Politic 
i. 3. 2. 

1. 27. pndder. More commonly pother. Johnson agrees witUl 
Lye in deriving it from fudur^ Icelandic, a rapid motion. 

'Let the great Gods 

That keep this dreadful pudder o’er our heads 
Find out their enemies.’ Shakspeare, King Lear, ili, 3, 

P. 11, 1 . 16. backed. The critic is here thinking of the older meaiiiuj 
of the verb ' to back,’ thus — 

‘This roan shall be my throne. 

Well, I will back him straight.’ 

Shakspeare, r Henry IV, ii, 3, 
But he should have known, and probably did know, that the raeaiib 
'to support’ had equal authority — 

'Call you that backing your friends?’ Id. ii. 4. 

This critique hardly ought to have been Dryden’s writing, for he Iiiniseli 
wrote — 


'Factious and fav’ring this or t’other side, 

Their wagers back their wishes/ 

But^Dryden probably thought that any stick was good enough to bei 

1.32. ^eneer,&c. A perfectly legitimate figure is here censure 
one somewhat after the model of the Virgilian prole j>sis adytik 

placida aequora pontus ’ (Aen. x. 103), i.e. 'premenii 
p aci a unt. Johnson himself has a good instance in his ‘ London 
slavish tenets taint our poisoned youth.’ 

1^1. 12. ^out. Groats, grits; A.S. ^ut. 

^ing Hardicanute, midst Danes and Saxons stout, 

grout; 

Which dish its pristine honour still retains, 

w en each prince is crowned, in splendour reigns/ 

P 1'^ 1 T * j j « Cookery, 1 . 89. 

German which has long since become vulgar, 

kind S'^'esusthe obsolete verb ‘to stir>dtli( 

Sa byyirriag is still called .w/in tbe s aagver. 

y preserved an old and exuressive word fo f lanonuffP 1 
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1 1 aysica!. I’ciiiun"'!-: i'’ .... 

‘Is Brutus Hick% uiul u tt |»hys.iual 
' Xo walk aiul sndi %tp the Immpurs^ 

Of the tiank liuiruiiiit?’ ShaksjHW, Jwliui C iL !. 

li docior'sh'll. BuwiiptiMn. ^ 

^ Like him tliat took the dcH'fori 
And swallow nl it iii.te:ol ih* |vi!i/ 

llutler, Hmlihras, L L ^>04. 

[also LSo modem tau|;ht the ait ^ 

By doctors’ idlls to play the doctor’^ j«ut 

l’o|'ie, Ivsay on (!ihk'l$m, loB. 

recsifi -’^ Here a mere re|«;titietii of </or/i?rV ^/// in tls« name 

‘The apotfieeaiy train is wholly blind ; 

From filet a laialoiti PYii^i they tsikei. ^ 

Aud many tleaths in out* |aetet8j<tioii makie* 

ihvdrn, Lettm to hit Ivinsnmn John. 

/also the line above tjimtetl in note to p. 7» h n s ^ 

‘Wiitc tiuli uHi'iptH how ]>oemt nmy itmde, 

l‘oj'ie, I'lttny on Critklsm, Dt^* 

1 as lanthorn, Lat. iaiermi 01 hnUrtm, a entc for holding a light* 
iumis tlie .note l..rm. Iiom which li«» arisen a more than 

«btW etymolofsy im» /»!.;> ; ■ i.u.n ^Hini Inx wmklae atet. It w« 
en made of lioni, wiivm-i- llie cncinrimn siiclliiig Imilliorn. Cf. the 
lonthewonlm Mi.lsmnnuT Du-am.v. i, j.m, * 1 his lanthorn 

ih the horned moon pjtsent.* . t 

:, 32* a rerniing, A it here a incimtition signifying m» W. wte ot 

P. ll if 39. fiisikm., A t'onnmm and eoarso kind of cloth made of 
sn and cotton. Hence trumpery of any kind ; vain bombastic lam 

ige, ■ ' # 1 1 

‘Ilohh ludd. quoth she; no more of tW% 

Sir knight, you take your aim amiss s 
For you will find it a hard chapter 
To catch me with imdick rapture. 

In which your nmiilcry of art 

Doth show itself, and not your heaiti 

Nor will ym raiw in mine combustion 

By <Unt of Idgh lieroick imtlm: ^ 

Butler, Hudibxi^^ it 583* 

also Milton, AunipaBiticn, i*. 35 . 

i bin there writt'n now thwa many year, bnt flat^ fl. “ 
i ia Hudibraa, i. 1. we have the word m to Ht«al sen . 
■’Twai English out on Greek and Wtffl 
like fustian heretofore on aalla. 
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/i, myAkc. Tymiinti; Love, 1670; Granada, 

r. //? /;//• Amofis. 'l1i« of Johnson^s religious emotions 
1 25. ovl‘r'Svn 4 tive «m Hudi |»(>iii1s ns this. There is not 

the senlvucv, auil l)r) tku after all only states a plain 

mdi mauct lu 

ijtorical fact. rr.w^^■d^^ * Notes mi Mr. Dryden's Poems, in 

Charterhouse’; 

,oiidon, /‘iV/el. * I reiueniher just such another fuming 

QhnPmR'Juc. <me tmhent Pistol, whom lie avows to be a 
r^fiei^VlLu^ and so imisitient of injury, even from Sir John 
his cli.tain, iutl a kaVJ^L that he not only disobeyed hrs com- 
lals aff, ^ ^ ^ i.^;turned him an answer 

ssis; ,» 

^i»' /dXd"" Al'lu'trrrt, ft Iftiliy. 'As fftr yoH, Colonel Huffwp. 
Ml if him' B. civic olio’s the greater plotter of us 

i^i irsuto, « DiydopSpn,* 

‘Note# ami Observations on the Empress of 

Tim'? l-»l*aWy Crovvue. See note on p. lo, 

'f',A Cf. note to the Select Pryden. Annus Mir., st. 151. 

Tt!idsliil)the‘' I.on 4 tm,'’one of the many of the Commonwealth, 

i to dtoord 1» “I “iVftl SoMmu'.” ftd 

surprised Chatham in ihh?. , „ 

y. 20, 1 . 5. Cf. note to p, lo, L 

Johnson says Dryden 

y, 21, 1.1. Mon wr/f.&c- Llination sometimes 

kw to be nonsense, Cf. p. to*, l- 3* * 

produced iionacnse which he knew, txrinci*nnlev who published 

i 5, Poor Min. IVr«am.ym for William ^ rsatirise 

.The Chameter of a Scold,* See., “f Almanacks mtende 

He astrological prcrlietion* with ^ £„j. ‘Anew kind 

to fill this kind of putiliention. % he a , Observations on 

ofAtaaimck.’ is very amusing. 'I h«« .^^0 ax® ‘^^en 

J«ry’:-‘The year largim very bad „e°k ■ • - We 

picking of a pocket, for it Is apt to breed a cr among tie 

hew little of battles or skirmlsl^ at Pf* probably have some 

Oyster Wives at roiUngsRate.* Maroh. We m^ P* ^ 

mi this month wl.ich will blow very good news 



imi !iFS\ 


fritwl Utrly hm .1 u iti ^iqqq ^ 

Again, m Ihr rcli|<Nr'^ tsf liir )ra? hr -a). mI fhr tliij',! eclipse^!?' 
)a:m mmt know that iirar flic* rnMsifif.tui^ nf S.ru’a Nevada 'n 
NurtliAVf 4 ANifiira, ihnn fhr ihikisiN u 

iilisrvirril; N.wiu>i'» fin-* rrA of if il iiii\ hr wt 1 m Xcw France C ^ 

Iniul, Fioiiila, Cail.a, fhr rarittr r.m. Nr,, an*! m some other?''' 
whrJf I irvrr s\.\h 1 Ir, ihs.lX l« |. ir.ri iol* ml to he.’ 

L JO. A |irrr o*? 

K.is|-lo<, h'0;»n;iX ImsI a vrurd 
1*0 hv Mioy ni i I id; 

In ofhri)* a r* hv4 4 lush 
To V4|-Mur With so .trad mI' Uu\h* 

Iludifiraslla.jgq. 

I 3^, faunt.nn nw.%m oiigioally ihr aoisivr m 'fuo.i of a river 'ii 

ipraniijg of ttyW of uafri l.rsr«g n»»ir ir»ir?.f, ' 

IX m, I ^ Utaiidd fynirtiih i'l, *ii|;ht line' «straiitl 

lirit?, ^ 

L It, Thr liwal linr lain jOf, tlli! Cfirriiplk 

t’‘ h.ur atiMOi fioin tli*? iah»l *4 (tViutiiJg *oi fur e/ in shoI;! 
Ithrn^rv m ’I'li? jr*« wt rn i * a iIiuvuo: g.oordrr ha# hm apnor 

tratir ttitl ' (I aichrh Ai: At? Ili4h. r/ auiI »oi » • ir o 'Uiiaeud loo'.aiid' 
ftatiit thr sr ha flit n thr "» mav havr in thr niiiuh of writer 

vUiO had tJoor vtit than 

I. ah. * in titso|'aii’uoi midi.* *1''lrr|.c It }:ri iViol /# Ik 

Areibl»ifih»|t lilloHyir 
Ih ihh I. 4 , /?ro/d C*f |i |o, I 1 1 

I. h -ni .id aV A ■* i|it |»»t *• .VI i { r, in.tdc immortal 

fiy tisii*»'tijati«ni wdli ihr |< siril id IIO|.a'. ih, \%hu | »!'H died the k 
etigruvlttg^ hraiing tidi lillr in A|»tit, 

1 . <|« Fiid lii.irti ; |oil»!|»hf4 Xut only tratoit 

hiit lolwstttt hjiiwrlf idarc^ ihr Ivail ui Ikivhf -/r* autmig DniWj 
eitrmiti Ip, |t»x I, syi Hrr nkn |» 4^1, I h, mlinr llu* vanu* oi tlis 
rrtitilly is dalfti, »i«l wticfc II i|»p»w ilia! thr i'd’ruue wiw given ats 

Met tlile, 

L l6i «.SiV C» AV*///|» nr Ak///r* Ihr I yl tur iktk^iie oj 

Dftllittlc Pt'itiry,, i,'|. ||, |. iwl nnle, 

h *§. Amkjmi, The Itill llftr rd flil% |4ay wai ' Ainli.jyua, or till 
Cimdte »r the llitirii m the hiigibli Men h UiUd 
L s6* diikm m iw MftUgui — ; 

*A pcirt «ii« Ihf IrtI i» fight 

Atid Riidt Vw mip|iiff In ilir Mmsm* dghi ; 
So woohl ©w poci let*! yiiti oil lid* ila). 

Showing yottf tortntcfl f'«ilicri iii fUy.’ ! 
1. 1|* In iho %itmnku Wa« ill. g 

Sptrtm btiag hard i^tii to Heiplii lot Tic oac! 
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them to iil'l’l' « l>iv:U thi^y aid ; bnt 

f.a symp->>l0'''b; tlunigh unwilUiig to 

il M'rwi/sont *• ■ ^'***‘*' ^*^*^** ^*^*'^*^ schoolmaster. But 

* Uie .4 |ti{rh <>f maitial ardour which 

und u’j.u.'avd !!.c uuthunty of the god. See 
frote History oi (h'refr, ii ^ ’ ' i* 

4 semJ ■ '' ' '■ " •*' '>"S.uv.l by luij.biad against 

gi'llwdiii Msroii mv'. •'.>•. a.!..i.rr •ttuli a Ms'ift Ucaty between 
Jcsll •t>“l "' ‘ *’* famous 

iN r niinistrv. aidf (I h> thr uolcroi-e ^^h\^\\ Louise dc (juerouaille, 
tovai'tlslhiohcss ut Toft uou.th, fuel .u.juin d over the king. France 
dEndand thus imitrd toi thr tou.|tir 4 ol lloUand; 1 ml the efforts 
dkaUics were hrt^u.ejd U* ie-ogla Mwoig to the courage and conduct 
flfWilliaiu, rritice ut t toiug.r. at tlir head of the Ltuteh forces, and the 
Lition of the hngii L H-u r of t oiunum* to a war they detested. 
Peace was coucliuUd hmu-ru i-u|d.u.d and U^tlhutd in Feb. 1674. It was 

jfterthisicuielhatCdiadr. H tM.d. oct a to 4 U^jiadivKngland’s foreign 
policy to the lowest dcftths to whu h u ha» ever falkm by accepting an 
jjanuiil pension 1 ruin L*aii'. ‘Ui v'oudiJiou ot ju 4 i»ji|’OHing lum in his 
Ifiirtlier prosecution td tin’ 

I i 2 A,tyfftcrsM‘> dhi hr 1 mgr die-. <ff the laist Age considered 

jiidmiiacd hy the pi.u tu e o{ the Am h ut'* and liy the Common 
Sense of all Ages. Inahtt-i f<* !'h-»'t\\4»o4l .Shepheard/ 
liave thought uur ptwir^ ui the la .t age iu% rude as our aichitecture, 
Ijavs this ‘wui'fit Clitic th.tt r*.ft hved ^ atid again, 1 will send you 
some rdlect ions on that FaiadiM- lira ui Milton’s, which some are 
pleased to call a pueui/ juhu4m might have spoken of this author in 

lliesamtrtcnns as he did id Liuatigli of Kymer, 

P 24 1. 8. /bTi/V«h e/;eh ,V*'. 11 uh 4»pinion in some form Dryden 
taiswith mtmy giHi.! ciilu-.. < I !>« t.uiiiwfy mi the ‘Porter Scene’ 
iMieboth, wlicn: tlm. lubni; K .iimlyj.ftt ami fully explained. De 
Oukuysaysi-'An aclimi in .my diialimt ia best expounded. measured, 
d mh appn'lu'nNibk- by u-.udiMn. .... Iknioe it is that when the 
M iM (lone, when tfiewoikof dtiikur»!l is pci feet, then the woi 0 
iai’kness iiasscs aw.iy like a pageant ty in the clouds: the noc mg a 
fctaic a hfaiil ; iiml it nmbrt Knnwn iimUbly that the 
toBniciicod ; the hmii.in ha-' nni''e ils rcilux ujjon tie f”,'® ’ 
pilscsoflil'c uic lu'p.iiiniiii: l<* bml «,;«!«! «i>4 tl‘e re-estabbshment 
li!omg...un nl the vvmUl in wbiuh we live, brat 

msiblc of the awhil pam.the.is that had suspended them.^ (Work , 
eJ. iSfij, vnl. XV. p. iijJ.) I'hU is of course a of 

extreme case; but il u|«n» with 11 statement of a nwcholodcal 

lide aiiplicatinn, ami which luny almost be de9CnM~a jno of the 
rtmJ W in fact, only a particular form of the doctrine of the 

Relativity of Kuuwledgc, 


. Itu u h udrr, \vbh;h they did ; but 
file Mf 4 iduus tfiuugh unwilling to 
.line mnn and a schoolmasUT. But 
1 . t4i ,4 pdeli of maitial ardour which 
i^rd the autfiority of the god, See 





DRYDEN. 


1. 1 6. Lee. Nathaniel Lee, 1650-1690. author of eleven plays, *Nero 
and ^The Rival Queens* being amongst those best known. His' Hi 
was short and melancholy. He went mad and was four years ii 
Bedlam, and on recovering his reason again earned his livelihoods 
dramatic writing, which had before overtasked his brain, and died ver 
shortly after his release. 

1. 23. to join. MS. notes on proof-sheets in the British Museum re 
commence here. 

1. 31. Leaguers. This League was the one formed in 1576 to opposi 
Henry III and the Huguenots. At its head was the Duke of Guise 
by whose suggestion it had been first formed in Picardy. The bast 
of religion gave it the greatest part of its strength ; and the Parisians 
who had been deeply concerned in the Massacre of St. Bartholomew 
were among its most ardent supporters. Each province was to raisi 
2000 foot and 400 horse, to be used against the Huguenots. TIk 
L eague slumbered after the Peace of Bergerac, 1577^ death 0 

the Duke of Anjou left the king of Navarre heir presumptive 0: 
Henry HI. There was then a concordat signed between Queei 
Elizabeth, Henry of Navarre, the Prince of Conde, John Casimir, th 
Swiss, and the Rochellois, to maintain the Edicts of Pacification, b] 
which favourable terms had been granted to the Huguenots, and tc 
summon Henry III to respect them. The League now sprang ii{ 
again, and from this time onwards France was the scene of a kind ol 
triangular duel, the League, the Court, and the liuguenots fighting 
against each other. The Duke of Guise, as head of the Leaguers, was 
assassinated by order of Henry III on Christmas Day, 1588. In 1585 
the two kings, Henry III and ITenry of Navarre, united against th 
League, and were successful until the assassination of Henry III in 
Aug. 1589. Henry of Navarre now tried to win over the soldiers oi 
the united armies, but they declared they would rather submit to tie 
League than have a Huguenot king. In spite of the brilliant victoij 
of IvTy in 1590 the League and the Catholics refused to submit unless 
the king would become a Catholic. In 1593 he consented to do tins, 
and thus the League was defeated in its main purposes against tlie 
Huguenots by its proximate success in converting Henry of Navane, 

There were several Covenants famous in Scottish history. In 1581 
James VI, finding Scotland threatened by a confederacy of Catholic 
noblemen and by Spanish intrigues, called upon his subjects to entet: 
into a Covenant pledging themselves to renounce the papal doctrines i 
and to defend the Scottish Church. In 163S, when Charles I was 
endeavouring to force the Scots to submit to his ecclesiastical policy, 
another Covenant was drawn up which is known as ‘The Scottish 
National Covenant.’ This was generally taken throughout Scotland, and 
those taking it were termed ^ Covenanters.* In 1643, after the begmninf[j 
of the Civil War, the parliamentary leaders sought to gain the assistance 



NOTR'i- »' 1 . f - 


ilfcScols apinst ili‘- • 

(lioiis to assist .aidi nilu.-nM:..'., 
Iilioptalffsl Ih.-m M l.!" ^1- 

Hording to tlio Wi.i.i i ■; 

)iircIies,’nnJto >'’-»■ t-' *“ '''aJ 

Ingliiiidj ScDtlaiitl, aiiil Ii«',a 5 HL 
i^lisli Farliaiucnt on Sr] ffiiU*; i 
i. Tluslhirdc:v,nai.uil i. !ii 
lpJk0i!^f'O7Ym\ ' I ' I ' 
ieraiulveryiK-rsonal sX | an 

tlie pretended paralU-l in ti-.r \ i, 
ted to Thomas Sluidtt<-li, u-i , 5 


Mnr u ; 'U'-d 
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UnpUlrf ? fni* 

l,y n.tilrl thrill,] 
|t»:l u .!a ti Ui 


wn'- a 

,*> « Hmiui' jrdri f 5 ' 'Ji * 
• «4 Uid .fd iUal aiU.' 

, Htu* wr liavr flU 


teiiw ,uiuun» J- --- - _ 

ackonDrvden, tlio I'idnl mS whiah i , to u.a,,f* out Ida! Uv^ions »■*/<;*»> 
loval. Thus the npi-aU-u tt< 5h ■ mun t .'ann »d tiu* Hum- m! \otk 
imade byDrydra laiaUrl fi» fin- tvm.il mI Hr Idiimwim Imvr 
aryofNavam; inr liipt; afni tlri^ | .uuphirt nh\^^r^ l»3tyd>5i luf 
ining tilt* Ku|,distl fonunMU. tn fbr a. a .:SJ- ot M.lnuflndumcws 
f, So again in llu* |<aiu; ld* t nui* li aiijn'i i'. < ut lln* lafftlkl 

yeen ‘ our present ip.n n n.' Mayvfin:*’ iunl Kinpi Hrniy III, tvimlw 
ii the coutriver ul' tin- Ma -a. n- oi St IlaUlnd*»mrw, U1 nil inti 
dencomplainK in Ids ,uns\u'i, I'all.-d ’ Vunhealiun, or thel'arnlltd 
he French Ihily l,f:i)pu* an*l the i'a.pdd 'h laM|;ne nnd Cuvrnatih 
,ed into a seditiuns lilnd aipidist tia. Kinp and her Kuynl n-tfpt* 
’;antl hesajs, with nnadi pith, that d ti hid hvm irally intended 
represent the kiitp vnidrr tUr charartrr id I lent y 111^ it wouh 
jably have resulted in the haupii np ui the |aart. I he ih-^pnte 
30 th skies was curded iuiM nunutc ilet.dls td purely eym'ineia 

ivh/ That hi true of Alhinn and Altemws 

i Johnson aHudhr, in • Kinp Aithnrd Cf. p. I* 
ii6Si^ the opma ui AIIumu ;um! MhantOH pcfiormed, wiote by 
Drydenand connin ,rd hv M. tdahn, tld 

unlucky day, hein;; tin- day the Duke (d ^loiunotdh hindetl m the 
t, the nation lioiup in a pirat cnnstt-nialitni, it wa« perfounet 

imes, which, ....I rmswcii'.,; hril! thf they were at, Hivolvetl 

smiMi.v very im„ li in .Irl.t,' AiiK''e»n«* 070»>> 

0 . TIr'c r.rsi wai th.- oih ol J>mc. 1685 . J«hnaon should 

written 'Alhion and Alhandvvd ^ ^ 

25 , 1 . 3 , 7 '//r SY,//r 0 / ' /fmkrwt. Ptihliiihed in 1674 * 
on’s death. It lu to !h* hoped, therefore, 

ien’s work, 'i iunc k a t.de, <d>taintai hy aslied 

land friend Cyiiac Skinner, that Dryden vlilted MUton^wd 
eave to make tliis adaptuilon. In the colfetion 

on forwiuj; No. X of tire Aul.icy MSS. in the BtHileian Lthrary, 

T a 





U‘ht.‘rt? the aiiHsaiity tV^r ftsf-jr;, 
wv luivi’ - 

* Mr. !i.: .■:, 

\|tK Drujfii i', „|,, i'nr! I 
wna tn hint Ii-im* W^ir Ui > u* 
ii{\int.‘. Ml', MiiUi:* ' h;;;i 

hitn Ic.iVt,' hi t 4 |;/r hi-, vrs -r 
‘rite luiiit ol IH-Jtn-', ut.i\ iT 
dm |»l}rnse in hi , *( tn M.!^ 

‘Well th‘ni \<-nin t 


I'sreceilfs die 


‘■'■Imired Ilia, 
“ daiij 

' ' l‘"ii Hut he wo 

A“'lrav Marveii-si 

‘ I -i’ hast’;..*. 

sy la idliti'e 


With ihv.nr. .! Ihv .,«u ..'ii ,rmue 

Wh.l, • T. wliiW ;,;,i „ 

Aid. l.iir ;i J ,i. Ctr, ..v.(i,,.ut hi, hrlls 

'Iliur f.tuur'. ,U.r t.J.J h;. !i> 

Vir h-.t l.t'.hjnii wtMj/ 

I. 5 . A..,...Vr «ith i I... f. , I,,*.: 

.HhMiUMttiu M-|n/-.rn5.tL,<}t M} V., h p: anfhr 4 . 4 ;^. ^ 

i. 7 . .)Ai,vv7, M.tiir:;,.,!,..., ii'l-i 'Vi.hmii'tittdosefrii 

t»f jyhit MtiiMU. Iff nt.^nl.iiur ! a.n t,;;, 'Anuu'^ t'uliik'ji! aw 

iimm awnnii'-l ihr im .pj j -ri-. m 

' ^ 

WiHht \U'!I h.iu- :i;.i . ; ,i .. the i:,.riii imil.liclig of tlieie 

1^1 i-.jiu ’ih, 'I \ iff m t j ' *» < i»*’ In i ( 

ihi{ I ,im mm' ’ y i;,i r wili dire 

Wit It ifi diy |,d 'hU! '» Im I \h n«', 

'Jitm. li..( i;,.4,;h( ih.ii umW te ft 

Altd nil iIiaI ‘A 4 'i -5 nmil . 

Rh iHiii ttvf I «■'>."■'?* is iff iff I iV*'/ 

All/ 1 ’%? fifCX* f i'Xif I / t’*- / 

1. 16 , Tk Ae, I I i lU- lA l *>4 |. t;d L It d ami Hole. 

L |l. mwitruTi/f, ’ Wullrit,* I' NS, 

tigi-m futhf. I'lm tar u td, pa 

I. J 4 . ^ /r 

♦it? \%u li jt d; 4.in*. iImI llirif WftS lio dan 

Of im knowkiigr i?rd Ih HH, 

P SS" * ilnn 4 ;h ti It! h.id hirnwg Iii4 not i 

thmmlm litae ilm r.'iftae. 

h 14 . * t*. ss, 

L ifn Cirfilaiiicii io llir 
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wh(. 1. til til ‘tu hf iit'V'tT th.it 

It. wcr.; «M. to makf 

'^°!nltohuii. itoiiv,'’.!, I. 111'. -r;*’: 

Yet fooled willi hi.i'f. ih'k t-i'"'”' Ik'' tlntll, 

Trust on, and thiuU t.i-nu.nuw ivi,l n-l'a)’ : 

To-morrow’s lul -r limn the l.nmrr .hiv : 


■u 

lAI. 

•igaiii, 


Lies worse, and winle it we shall he hk-s 

With some new j..)s, f<,t . nit what we i»«s. s 
Strani'c cn/ena'’.'". mnie wnuld live la'-t years 
Yel all hniie id.rasnie tfm. what .till lem.im ; 

Ami from the die;; , .d Ule H.mh t„ teu Ke ^ 

What tlu: itpiij'Jjtly luuums; rouhi iml |*ne. 

Tm liml with waiutiit Un flituiu; }m 4»I» 

Which hiols 11- vttun;» ujal 1 <>W. 

emic’istVcquciitly Ihus u,oi tor hu ■«* iiu'tat. t J. ^ 

'World, thr»uht a tiahttr. thuti hast ataiiiiH'd thy Imt 
And chcmic natal uitii Wa■^^a^^ trurt?.’ _ ^ 

tqnaih'H, iMtuhU'niH, book It. 5* 

30. 0m /<?. * wiiihai l‘n,‘ 

lUihetvork, Mhat T. SS 

p, admitted. * rnnunittc*l,* r.*SS. 

'{fly. rte |.ilmsf.n here makes a very tle.ir 

nctik between vittue and wi.d..m, a (Imtineti.ni whieh he express 
irypecuUar terms 'I'he disiatte whether these two are it en ^ 
net is as old as elhieal iduki.tiidiy. .Sokinies, tii .* 

ecan be taught, imited them at onceml; the modern >2“'''“'®' ' 
raking only those uetiomi moially tti'.ht which stand ^ „ 

;ical wisdom, have: iiuitf d them at thr other i?mi ^ ® is 

which these last have t<J contrnd With h thftt our ^ . 

g against tliem, and is aUvavs hsKlin^ ikm to make a distmcbott 
een the two linnets which they a»e pioying to te 
Mill, 'Utilitarianism,’ p. 04, *nut simide mexpedknc)’ j ’ 
me on which Sir J. Fitz-James Stephen, in ^ 

jraity,’ p. 202. has animadvfit<‘d in tmnm of itrong ‘ J. ^ 

distinction bet weem ' the p/khI * mi<i ; the Imd ’ H 
worded so ns to convey an impu lsion that ^ 
ie of action as ‘ lindish/ i c. those who guide their jj _ 
ations of expediency, aic <mly ' the had.' 
produce e(|ual actual morality, ainl a philoiophy o ^ 

V..4 “■t'T.f'S'if.'i'in.iV.tojXS 

icter. Cf. aliio osr this head BoswtUs ' #TfT flmey half a 

es the morality of «n aclimi to be „ j v, „idcg it up 

n to a beggar with mlcntion to break his head, and he picks it up 





''«t with res' 


1 , , 
J. !■;. ■ . 
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■- I' ... I 


I'cliiiiied. 


' ‘ ' I': ^ 0 and ij),, 

>• 'M-il ill (he St! 


' J ' »i. !*’ >. . 

|HU S\ f ll. ijl , ; 
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I. 

1 . /'■tl/.V, ‘ 

I. ii*^J ' ;j 

1*1 l; 

1 . 17 * // 

w;iy i;, a .if |, 

I. IH., iV . 

in idtrr tl;r tr’>,t an il 


■:' ■■'■" '"''Mt Iiyihisisvt 
‘ ; '* '"," >'> 'lrrt to beet 

, . ;'"I poets’ who 

" ‘.".V w Pfokbletl 
PW''ai!<'s where tl 
; '•■ ;•■ •■O'i (Iiily landed hi 
- «l m.irc noise Hi 

P.S.S. 


riaiJtiK the title in thi 

thr fir.t dinoii, whic: 
“iie, ujiiitiinirlioweve 
nVhentlii 

-• 1»- luiticatliecare 


W.iH Hut ’ lit,.*., nMt m' f ' i' , if 

immt.wl „»l t,. 

■».k. <H, 1 ,, I, a 

I, I, tkm^rk^f. ‘ I' ss 

miTZu 2^ ‘'••‘'.‘oloriwlthecoert 

grave kwyer and (lie «!«»«- Kri!r,j,)ty ^ 



jvom'. P.27, l. 4 ~ I’ 


■ . 1 ’ 


till: 


m 


M'H* 
:i*. HfMV * 1 *^' 


^erL'cl piop^‘*> ‘ I Ilu iv,*4< in 

!vv |•..■■i' a».l ih. i. 

0 mcrc»l imi'<iil.» ^ ^ i»„w 1 h:ii lii-s tiot I'l-'V 

lir w't. “n Hu- rn,.-. i«.ty. •th.. l...ynl 

"*.“‘'’ • '1 mli ',1 tn t»' t ik. ti ,'..!in 4 iiii. Ill l-i ?!»■■ niilc t*l Vuiii. 

ip-Si 5’ ' ( '!( (lUK !*<• 1 ’ {**5 tn 

je],n,aiKl iutmlca a. an aftarU un iilaun). {H. » 

|.y?Tamcrluu.-,’ • TIk K:u. I'-hH.-m; - .Va:, Hi- «. u.a.l. 

IoIhimVi, [.nliai.'. It> .Smitlu'iw*. who 

id 10 solicit IWl'i'' l'U>- Ini Uir pM ln,,wlllv« ..I ihlM'h'yV 

111 iisi; every memis im lli>- in* i<a r nt in. puiM. iJrytkii wan .uiw ci 

ilioar him own lliat h<- li-i'l m-oh- 'ii In nne l'h>y‘ 
l,j,. yy«//«,M.%Ko. 'l-lu. ■.i.l.un- i. M.iitii <i<HinC h« tlu. pcui 
iit/of its coimlnmtinn ami lui.ium-, tl is alhlm.ltiv... ami very « ly 
Jal 'l-niiHC i.s wniih lu.lhiai; iN l.ii.-e is know.., ''«« 

1 heroic lino. The iulsma.- piaisr nl ilmuMtums wiis well cn<iU),t 
lOwn to have Ix-taituf* aiiuo t piiu\rihial. 

«Lcavc! d.uiifious tnilir. to unsiuve;v 4 'ul 
Ami llaltriy to iuhanne tlrdicutins.' 

i'Wxiy mx Cniimm, 593* 

1,31. Swtji . . . fW.iM. ■•I'l.e wuiil rrtWer 

issage in Swift’s inininl wniks; Init 1 have m vain ““K‘_ ,, s 
ch ob-servatiim in his veiy niiscellancoHS v,.Ui.nes._ Urn D y«n 
irettcd the success of liis instnictiouH, not m any of I«* P 

1 in conversation with Swill, was certainly Dr. Jf 'f ^ 

Mon and Alhanius, vol. ii. p. lAr. we have a 
nilar; forhe says, he will not lay down tlie rules for 
,the slnmU! thus "set up some Hllle judges, who riot nntot^ 
oroujrhly, would he sure to fall upon the faults, and not ^ wfenow 
ific Ly of the heamies. an haul im asurt. M I of « ^ 
falsi crilicks ” Auain. in the I’relace to we 

renyou more than was necessary for a ^ 4 “^’ Utick nation 

ow, may gain no more hyotir instructions ‘'‘“Vlifrionf rat at 
like to do, who have taught their enemms Life of Dryden, 

it they are in a coiidttion to iwvado them. 

240, note. 
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P. 30 , I. 4. PW Jhr . 1 A-. Tl,.- « .r „ 

was tlif lipfjiniuii); «t a tiifiiil'.tiiji. piolom 

I. 5. fAnr iguiiHMs!, ' i ti-. i,ii,r i,.( , 

Iiy Dr, Waihmtoti to Imvo (.n-ii i uauMs- J ■1, “ '“I 

by Southtane to wiilt- oiii*. hr ■•NMi. mI; , 

out oi diHrt'sprct to you. Imf fir phiri^ h:i\r }nA d,v , 

This story, Iva.inni.n. says', si !„M h!- ; V" 

nearly at the same time. J« ihr' I.jJr »»! Suul » Mr h 
shortly ahcrwaitls !iv WiiiK autl ihr soiu .-ri 1 'y [’“Mislied 
of a jj.iithaoati who hail hii-ii i« l■.>.l,,lih ■ .u, ,','1 ' ■'! ‘“Iwony 

Mims ar« saiil to htur hrrti /..v ami « I'i.a!. ., . .,,1 u, , f 

more luohahihly I'li.il Dm s’ ,.| iil'.T'V* 

was fww fiiiiiifas, ami llml linm .'S,.i;tt.rii r h, ■ ■'‘™«su( 

cult i-s it to dhit tiiilh li..iti iiin ti.i '.i,,. , a nr ' 

Ibyilm, 4,Dr ' ‘'''>KLifc„[ 

^ 1 . Not thi.r. :u,.Sih.,! 

iulhllril. Xrr the rriniiit hi Malnm. ^"'“'''>1 

tiy the comiiaiiy of the hmi .r. lli.,t h<- hV»' hitilrl'r 
ami that, altrr thrir lo.,:ai„(; h.m that oih H. J;,,.. i ., ,"!*'™?' 
own miurst with a thu.i ni,!,,. hr h«. ,r, ,on I ■ 
his last play of ( F.-lipHs This um.,.l..mt -honl i', „!.f ‘ “"P”? 

1 . Uh />.v mtt/'/eff Johiisim wai hrir (mstnl hv'i,'„|,,i,,i,,, , 

comimnson ol the , lairs ,:nrn ahmr «,ih tl,,- „i,.« 1,,,' ’ f' ^ 
•show that only ot.r of thrm. < All h„ | I ■ 1 ' j!'p, 'Tf "" 

in that year, “11 ' an.l ly, tl,,. Ursl i„o 

I. tS. /.(ytrt de Tin. i,,ti„r i. h, i„l! i 1 r„ • 
Morn tyfu, tiieii .6.55. Hr 

love, preferred to he a »oh|>r., 1 ,,lr4 ,4 ‘ . t 

wotmtimg a tmhle in a tUtd. he ,eium..l ,v„„„ 1 : 1 ‘ ™ 

present at tltc death ol his wilr Hr . . ''' 
hoard one of the vc*»rl* in the AnnaiD huh '“"'/““b''** 

Si™ 

French anel if ^ ^ I »wfiy nl ilirtii wrre traiiuhud into 

many tong poeina, H„t the tjuaniKy caernicl the .juality; hinlrai..^ 

birthday, *»*)«« I'oi*’. lines ,a. .Suulheriie'i 

The IhtT’J B®"', •**“ 

the price of rrolt^u*. mni ui Maj.,* 



ifOTSS. 


p. no, / .4 - !•. 


aHi 


. .:,1cnt lift '*■ 1 ’’* 

’’'i O lived lull'' iiHi'l ">■ •iiid 

I Cl' I'""’ 1' "• '■ ■*■ 

Villirl i. ' iVomi Miil.e fl llm !. innli.ilK. iiidnl i.if.lahK- 
’"Sr <,r lUi lilM.i.. i.iid . win! nili.-is. U oiiKmuliy 
a M'.ii- >11"'“ >' V"''' 

"i kVi'i mi'll'' "• ■>! ■' .I'll'"''-""* 

'’fhe <liili'S, iiu'l 'll’’ “'•I" I" ‘ C.i.u.;i.!;i‘ iiiid tint ' A .m;;- 

I Hvo “5 ' < ijiui.jil.i * wrtv livihnnm] iu i^> 70 , 

'‘L’ 'va'. Iiii""'! i" '!»■ K. tlie 'A-.sli'iiatmii,^ 

added ill Inti'i' .. find "> ‘ Minim;.;'' n !■» 'J'’*''' ’’“'"7,'’, 

"in tin- Kcln-iii al. lliydnt in tliii I'l-'V «'•*» ndwiile'l 'ind*''' 

■ Bws. nil :ill'i'i'*" I""' '"‘'"'V'"'-''' >" 

intJiitifdn lumiiMtu-ii hy juluiMtjj Ma Htlunih? tm; 

it whoever h inii'.hl I"'' I'- !■ 

C to othei !;i'''li "I ^ If' 

fterwririh, ud.ii'te.l to I'oi.e, 'rUe 'Ueh. iilxil was red y 
»rhvuiiiii' ^*****'* a*riai»ly 

r gitie. SutitU lu'iu tit?* cHunti), mnl oi' the town, 

of TilavK v'vc.. uinl {‘!H «»nntci I’uytH who is to see the 

one of ills tnvn H.iy<*s eiltns tt» t.»kc them with him, 

tarsal is sketehetl ^viili tlir isouiueiits ol ail three. 

1. 7h aMm'/. ft. lutMMhu'tum, \k u. 
mnant. ''I'huH in the Urheai al, Act n. sc. I ; 
rinninir with a srrnc that discovers some the plot, I begm 
Uisper.’ Su in favmuufs * IMay Ifmsc to Utt: Ihake 
r up our men. ami in hn. uhispers give our oidm out. ^ ^ 

' passap^e. Many irnne tiian _ Here Johnsons dism* 
close apiilicatitut shiovs iiselt aj'ain. , 

K Robert liowarj, Tiiere is wry little sign ot this lelt in the 
3 e true-, whi.ih is hardly lilivly. m Sir Hok'rt Howard was 

Dppoiu'iit of rhyming tragrdh's. --rnint 

it. The ]ir<ii«T iiie.miiig "I the word cant f* J. 

I by beggars and thieves when they do not wish to ‘ 

ae uniniUated. It is eo.mected with ‘1>« 
ling still known na an old word for 

mnected with fattcc. I- wm the rneanmg above K'v® ^ 
mply any exiireRslons approiirintcrl to a class } , , ’ 

s Led by a man. not from conviction ^ut l-coause he J-elongs 
r class, it. also called r««A which word ‘hus comes to te 

the language of hypocrisy generally. vulear’ 

cant of a few pothooks for planets to amuse the vulgar. 

idictioiiH for the year lyoit* , , , -rs^ iiTeeflv nn 

mottc. Charles Umotte publHhed in 1730 ^ Ess^ 

1 Tainting, with lelation to Histoiy,’ Johnson doubtless 



nHrnm. 



mririi'n v, (m tlirn* 

in tlir «*•.'- 41 . . 

i'. I. rr^fi / r,;> ;v,, 

‘ V-1 

IW. IImw !h !}|v j:4 i 
‘i hi . 1,4-.* V I . t,; 

Aii*l u tv • y, 'h 


''*™y such pass, g 

^ sc* 2, 

H's scoff, 


iw. 


‘ht* (|i;i! I .:t| *J\;> 
My r.,J/ 

ShhW k» '..I ■ 

♦Smiirfinirs \\;*h **' 
^!y ijun>l i |yi4 j 
,SM«n 4 f’ 

Iff n.iurd 4;.r fhr. 
Whi |4n. \h l: 
I, !hr hi t|. I . r. 
iSli.iil 1 i«i 



' *' Hiiy mine, 
fHtiUjjht, 
4:.-, !}im|.ht, 

' i- ihis hoot 

I l.v f.ive 
• ‘ I i'H'O. 


'■‘ ■•P^^ech himself. 

; J \ r - .i M 

tJ f'f Imr IV, H' y 


thi m, t >1'^ Uu'.Mi.f, I V.iv, liny, 

Ilinu.ur J 4.1 y,.iuio.i*.Pi. I J.oh houts on, 
Ihil HMtfn Irnr Pnr". ir» uonm 

\\Unt sh.Ui I Pu, u'; if r- 4 : f ,«*, t,l| I jiml 
To 1 *1-1 lu- ilu. ,;h r.i. uu'} , 4 ' tov mm \7 
hut m .It. Ii::h fit 4-h of nmht 

iUHitivUn,:, lirslr'. 4 IlMljt, 

So ihr'» un lomruy nn t u^y l>~\r !»», 
rn/,'lr nir I » Vi o M'.vr on Ortflsri * 


L th /‘Vv/^on 4 / M |., j ^ I , 

I it, J/i h )t,\i .n Jm' -uhqu-r! 

Ik always %;ui\ tk,ti ihr i.nr nu 
tllill akl^iO in i4ri\i»'r4?Pr. 


. .ui-'f note, 

' o ,{ ijffh. for hostile Clitics, 
!o kar is neglect, and 


F. % I 5 * Tu m ilr n- ihn immlier the ‘Indian 

qwmi ii indu«li:tl. only |MiI ul W4 . | Jahrn*-., 

I 13 * Him u.-o- syiM ,lr»ovruHl in spite of llie 

mo«l rmnijdk uUn h, il.vi rn I. A unvartl of Ao is 

aavciiml in the ‘ faitnloii Ik^rifr * Imj In . j,|^ 
h t(h Jif i»//W/rr^ Ttsr |.!*»|rt utlr i* ' | .,.iv tm Poetry? 

^ 1. 30. itkmimix Ihk wni 4 i* loir m oikiinU seme of skill 

mkUtm Ch|*4^, hi^n 

R M, L a* §m tiw ikiMhuk, Twwi w^-ic hy Dnilni, and one by Mm 
and Miilgram # 1 . . / 

L 1 1, |*|t |i^ I, |)^si gt|, 

lieti Jmmn {1173^163^. * All immU fi«n* I ’ 4 ip|HK. may k reduced 
to tho'.o three he«i|*i |‘ir 4 , ilmi «s| fniri4|4n4«r* r»r mining m author 
woid by word iini ||{|« by Ikt huin mm hm^iwgc into imother* Thus, 



^OTES. P. 32 , I-P. 34 , L. a6. ^83 


ar near this manner, was Horace his Art of Poetry translated by Ben 
Jonson.* Dryden, Preface to Ovid’s Epistles. Cf. p. 70, 1 . 3. 

George Sandys (1577-1644) published a translation of Ovid’s Meta- 
morphoses in 1626. 

Dr. Barten Holyday (1593-1661) translated Juvenal and Persius into 
feeble English verse. 

1 . 15, a dife^rcTzi practice. 'There is undoubtedly a mean to be pre- 
served. Dryden saw very early that closeness best preserved the author s 
sense, and that freedom best exhibited his spirit ; he therefore will 
deserve the highest praise who can give a representation at once faithful 
md pleasing, who can convey the same thoughts with the same graces, 
uid who, when he translates, changes nothing but the language.’ 
Johnson, Idler, 2 >To. 69, 

L I 7. Ahsalo7fz andAcUtopheL The object of this poem was to secure 
the condemnation of Shaftesbury, who was accused of being one of 
those who instigated Monmouth to aspire to the Crown. This object was 
not attained, the grand jury threw out the bill, and a medal was struck 
to commemorate the event. Of this medal we shall hear again. Cf. 
p. 35, 1. 20. 

\. my father. Johnson here quotes his authority. Cf. Introduction, 

p. viii. Cf. also Boswell, Life, ad init, 

1 . 25. Sachc've^'eWs trial In the year 1709 the struggle was at its 
height between Harley and the adherents of Marlborough. The queen, 
favouring Harley, had been obliged to give way, and Harley had been 
dismissed from his office of Secretary of State. But he only waited a 
chance to retrim, having with him both the royal favour and the 
popular feeling. Just at this juncture Dr. Sacheverell preached, on 
Nov. 5, before the Lord Mayor and aldermen, a sermon, at St. Pauls, in 
wrMch he attacked the ministry in the most violent terms. The sermon 
was printed and. 40,000 copies sold in a few weeks. The ministry im- 
peached him and he was tried in Westminster Hall. But this drew out 
such a great popular manifestation in his favour that the queen felt strong 
enough gradually to effect the changes in the ministry she had long 
desired. Johnson must intend to allude to the sale of the sermon w en 
he speaks of the sale of the trial, for though the trial was printed, an 
contained the speech in defence spoken by Sacheverell, and suppos^ 0 
have been composed for him by bishop Atterbury, there is no reco^, as 
in the case of the sermon, of any very enonnons sale. Cf. Life oi t^ope, 


p. 166, 1. 8, and note. ' _ . 

1 . 26. Addisoifz, ‘Addison has nowhere that I can find ^Pr^^sly 
mentioned the poem of Absalom and Achitophel ; ^ 

that Dr. Johnson alluded to the 567th paper of the ^ . 

art of rendering party- writing more taking than J . 

initial letters instead of proper names, or omittmg a tmduced b^ 
great man’s name, which last method is said to have een in 
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O'"' Works of D,ya, 

'‘“""'MDtyde.-s 

'■'•plied loDndj, 
; •; ; ■■>■ t;"' time,' (MotW 
,, “‘lAcUtopi 


’ t'tf Ihv r 


! ^ 


{ 


” W-f... 
WiitO! I Jjr'.f, 
: i-f* :t 


1 “”|' the sway 
“ ' u tnva key’; 


I. Ii:», 

I. -*?. 


*ro»j Bmwn “iaofiirtus nmn 

x-.r. .-.ui Im.u, 

I. 15. .1 it / | ’ 

*ui!h ii tri»;-rra;.t r ja*,- ; 

4 .Slrh.'h |f ;>{;•, 

‘riiiJi I'fi i.f if,'' WH l\ T’ 

’ J’i fn-isr:- 

A 1,4 ni4'!r* 

liir.uiiss^j Hi ‘ ^ 

I.;.-!.;': 

■j"'"'"' >'■' '-o*'. ■'■"! tiM I iii'h.-. 

'•* »tl!r ,r=v ,U'., 

hirir ir% isr.ivtr, hj, * '■' 

Wlif't ysfikr-. hr.jt. ..I-,,.. I I , , , 

4 ItH w ffi }H IHUI key’ 

"" 

ttl plum t, hr .l..,l,,ur«>u h ,..i'K"'lVi ,, ‘■.’'“'/’“■'"xpwrf 

Chmetrrul I, ,.,,;!.,.,1 i,„„ f., 

mil whiir£^ ‘ri 

ti 1 ! L ^ ^ *’* l.iMliin!, 

I '%* 'i I !*i k I'.itjl I |}f . ml liv Urvden but 

i'iw?: T '■•'■■ '• ”■«->£ 

"> '“■— >« 

iltir wr liiif! ImWff of ittslnetwo 

S.Si'rS,'”''"'','."''';- 


4 T'*’’' ‘' "I"' ■ »«' 1«'"K 

1 - *7. 'Si^Am/rn ..| .s„ j, j. ^j. 


iilia kd bw 



A’om. P. 35, 1.6-P. 37, L. 30 . 


285 


uted for y in iho ( Junptnvtler Plot. Kenelm was knighted 

riimcs I v.uious td'iices under Charles I. lie commanded a 

aclron against, tiie Venetians in 1628, and was converted to Roman 
IJ^tijolicisni^alKnit Put in prison by the Parliament at the com- 

enccnient: of the civil war, he r<‘|'^aine<l his liberty in 1,643 and went to 
France, returning after t'roiuwell had b<*come Protector. The argu* 
mentativc bearing ot his ca-se upon Dryden’s is at first sight a little 
obscure. Jolinsoii means to enforce his position that ‘at any other time’ 
Drvclen’s conversiun *nd|',ht have passed with little censure.’ No 
one doubts the .-.inceiity v>l Sir Remdm Digby’s conversion, because it 
was against his own inteiests; llurrelbrc we only doubt in Dryden’s case 
because ^ that convendnn will always be suspected that apparently concurs 
with interest ’ (p. 37» h h And this one circumstance, constituting the 
sole difference betwemi the two cases, is not, as Johnson proceeds to 
show, sufficient cviiicuco ot hypocrisy. 

Riiimids- Dr. Ji*hn Ki'ynulds, who lived temp. James I, was at first 
a zealous Pat dst, anil his brother William as earnest a Protestant ; but 

bynmlnal disjmtation, each converted the other. So at least it is stated 

in Fuller’s Church lU^toiy, l»Jok x, p. 47. 

1. 28. , W i II iuni C,h illingworth, who afterwards became 

Chancellor of Salistmi y, was a divine who spent a large part of his life 
in controversy, t>f which he was very fond. Lord Clarendon in his 
account of him says *. ‘ 1 Ic had speut all his younger time in disputa- 

tion; and had anivet! to -.u great a mastery, as he was inferior ^to no 
man in tlut.se skiunishes ; but he had with his notable perfection in this 
exorcise, contracted such an irrcsidution, and habit of doubting, that by 
degrees hegicw confident <if nothing, and a sceptic at least in the greatest 
mysteries of faith.’ lie was couvei ted to Roman Catholicisin by a Jesuit, 
John Fisher, and went to Douay, where he intended to publish a defence 
of his change, but was pievcutcd by Laud, who converted him back 
again. He relumed to Rnghuid and published a reply to Edward Knott, 
a Jesuit, wlin was then engaged in a controversy with Dr. Potter, Provpst 
ofOueeu'stlollcfH;, Oxhnd. 'Phis was his great work called ‘The Religion 
of the Pfotedauts a safe Way to Salvation.* This was published m 
Jind two cilitinus were printed in less than five months. 1 he 
uiilth edition appealed in 17.(3. ChilHngworth espoused the Royal 
cause in the Civil W'ar, luul was taken prisoner at Arundel Castle and 

sent to Cliichc'.tiT, \vlu*re he died in 16.^4 '' . . t - 

1 . ao. ivyumtfiL Johnson scenm to have used this word in a peculiar 
smse. Hc'mciuwmfti tiecuslomfd to, and capable of, clear and accurate 

T37II at, wist . . . kentst. Here we have again Johnson on virtue 

aiuUvisdom. Cp. li. i7» 3 * a nnnpr 

1. 50. Thty &c. This statement is not accurate A ^per 

kJ ken wrUten hy Anne Hycle. Duchess of York, who had avowed 







herself a Papist before her tlealh. \\ ith ihi ^ wric pitislisiied t 
found in the strong box of the late king, whwh if wu;^ 
been written by him, hut which buniri U:vMiy of 
292) declares could not have been wiifltes i-v ih,* kint?, ‘pyj. 
read the Scriptures nor bikl dditij. !*.;;? fb.ei fd^.j 

to jest/ They are, however, Uinv {.bly a/nniiHl to he th. 
work of tlie king: see l'ivel)n’s I bai v. i tctobu 1/,^.^ ;uul 
stalenient there. These papet> Stillin./fri f .tli.e Led, aadlijvd. 
took the defence of that by tlie Itjuhr’, d Vto!., t!a; dricuceTr 
others being by cpdle a ♦htUaenl b.o,d .<re I bydejib banHluctio f 
the Hind and the fhmlher, wheje he >av., ' I a-;.- r nj} -.rlf (t> the itulr^ 
o,i (hose who liave read the “An-aun t!ie I hiesiee ot the 
rapers," ami that oCtlK- Hiah.-.i ,iu uin. h i ojncomcdU* 
charitably 1 liave been repo-. rnted lliro / ^ 

1 . $2. Edward, Ili.hu|'> mI U'liun-der, 1 4 k: lie’s wont 

ponent. Jlorn 16/5, died 1699, ^ 

1.34. Thistfafedatirtn wa . wfittens wbile Charles II 

alive and before Hryilen’s coijvt'isirm, 

T. 38, 1. 7. y>b' Vi'fmm . , , .of/W/- d Ida ‘.rfdrsua* is crmfuseij to 
extent rare in Johnson. ‘ It’ fob-i-. in ibo vrihion, *iiirjC brXaviei-bii ' 
the pronouns as they .staiid ate duite m 4 latig!r. ’ 

1 . 13. an bd;/aw/-.’ Not by Ih^/cu.OMt dni Uiaiief fliink ho; tlie answer 
was by Varilla. Iiimsdl. Ii jolmson bad .yoMird a Itiih. junh,,,. l ],,, 
wo,, Id have seen llii«. • I. wdl peii. ips I.,. I.nl.- h„,,;, , ,, 

M Vanllas tlmn it was a j,r. i.,tiiri,; to u. , 1 1,,. Hilliiuicklvanw, 
whether the world is so smism-d with i.-. .tii.w,-! ;t.upn,i Ihut to mum 
to any Ihounhts of his Idsti.iy ; It.r I h.tv,- i rn, mtmmr.l,' 4c. 

P. 3f), 1, i;. Te mims . . . Hut/,, t i p. 1 

1.28. A/Mhiffue. aiailcs, l.o.i, itf.i, .a UVsh.iimtH j,„i 

l>imty ColIeHS Camhiid);e. Fiisl d i,>i hi. „„ t|,i, 

Charles II, he ciuiie to l.tiudmi n:.d nei.r.i i'si.tj ia ' Tiu' I’ilv Mouse 
and the Country Mouse,' on wlikdi (he- l'„ul ..! i i. .i « i aiue Ids iuir,',, 
and brought him into pul, lie Ihe. It.- w.i. ..i «.1,„ ia'viid 

oyer Wdliani HI, by whom bo wan latM'd Sh br Mmmuvdith.T uf the 
Ireasury, which gave him a hmI in tbr Ihiu t dum.-d, line he so ^ 
distinguished himself in f.naiiue thal w, the iMiumi,..,, of ,i„. 

Mumstry he was made Clmiierlh.r »I the Hm „.l,»i.hn. 

Uon of that office is niemornhlc fnr ihr cv.t.,l-li-.hiur-iil „l tlic Ihnk „( 
hng and and the reform of the drhawl oui. i,;r Ih- was u„c of the 
Lords Justices of England to whom the adinioisti.ii,,,,, ,.i aliaiis was 
aitrusted during William’s abwiier in iri.,S and ihny. He «.is lahal 

to the peerage as linron Halifax in I yoo. 

by Im E rl of Dorse , who notice.1 hi, talna, ah,!,, hr 
a hoy. He hecame 9 the same inM,.e„„. Stu,u,^ u, il.e llvuii.iiru. 



NOTES, 


87 


' • 12 , E. 25 . 


; of ill- 


A siniiliu' offu'e he n,q:ain held at 


jiaries at the Scu rctarv to tljc Cotutuissioners 

f'f™tvoW.e'wl.i,:i; lu.urvcr Ih' had niinccl B.ane slurp Bathe 
°*'b ileau 'lie fiai-loyed in a Hiiutlar capacity Jor the 

'''■•>■' -I 

, r. ,. I, *,.=,. 

^1 tn liferaiure. OW ii*4c on p. yy, h 

i‘t2* ft’i/ow has oitcM a conUaupt uous uununnt:. ‘ I have great coin- 
r rmnthbrcHcov; nathuiks In- hath no drowning mark about him, 

. 1 vinn i‘- iK'iUrt dilovv;-.’ vShak i.pcai c. 'renipest. U I. 

VoTW/'Vn'.a- fl/ p. .(^. 1 .M. 'Vh.-re johns.m says nott.ing is 
townofDrylen s ,s„ O'. pp, ix. and xxix. 

126. Cf. p. 15. 1-', and iinic. 

p ii 1 n "" 

.fri-ranWl' Tlif lam'd at.uut l!.r i.-li;;i..u is a crmtradiclion oi wiuit 
ImW id tl'e '■‘■■'I 'Sdlun that • 1 d„ n..t usncuher that lie is ever con- 

iiaeredadesorlerlrnu..'UH.tiii i t l.mikMmp y Jolinsoii 

liinot, pi'iilttlily. inili. i- till' iasduahvli.iii at tirsl. anil lieiicc coiicaea 

Iinmssnue ill tlie h'ltnr rditittu. ^ 

1. 30. Hhailwell and Smile had appeared asOg and IX.r'g .11 ll.e second 

lartof Ahsaloul :uul Afhiiophid. ^ , * vr « in -.u 

P 42, 1 . I - klAn' /''rV. tV7.’i V*. '! Id-, in tjuite a nustake alrout Mac 1 


loe. 


Thin pocni \v;ia ituldi^hnl in 


n! was the result of the 


tok/mailt".;;:' n. jde'u l.y Shadrvell in the ' Me.lai of John lUyes'; 
fiiole n ’r. 1. 13 . Mae Iseeli i.e by its name alUnlcii to Kiehaicl 
Ikaoe thea dead fonr >ea.r,. 11c liar! been antUor of many works, 

ndhilil Dryrlcir dfi'lare . to Irave bt ell 

•uiiiorn'li all the lealirr . of nonsense absolnte ; 
lid ho goes on 'to say how v, In n Flccknoe .hed he left faliarlwell his 

‘With dntibh* pfulioM of lus hither n ait, 

iKlidufs iiiMri' Ui.iii Xui . ;i v>a.. I.oril would 2 ''® ^ 

line as the kill"';, pen .ion of -t' to. ' as Laureate ami rCloo as ^ stonok * 
licr, but XJrj .u'ir had laid il.yru and a place in the customs, all oi which 

^ 11 Ihv.len expected this he shared the hope 

.ith'ruairy otli'e'. i ; a In .p.' whi. h had not died 

nllicsc points ru ' Lor, don in the Jaeobite Imies, by Dr. Doiau. 
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P. 43 , 1 . 17. Rinaldo. For Rinaldo see Tasso, La Gerusalemme, can! 
18, St. 17. For Boileau’s criticism see L’Art po^tique, chant 3, 1 , 213, 
1. 27. miproved ournumbers. Johnson here alludes to the* improvf 
ment introduced by Dryden in the metrical form of English verse, b 
substituting regularity both of rhythm and rhyme for the extreme loose 
ness of the poets who preceded him. Cf. p. 98, 1 . 2 2 sq. 

1, 34, 7 ior had the nation yet learnt , . , The ‘yet’ in this sentence i 
probably a delicate allusion to Johnson’s own pension. 

P. 44 , 1. 1. BlacktJiore, Blackmore published in 1 695 'Prince Arthur, 
an epic poem in ten books. He attacked the witty but coarse writers 0 
the time, and his aim was to ‘restore the Muses to their sweet anc 
chaste mansions.* This good intention seems to have been the onij 
merit the performance could claim. The wits whom he attacked were 
not slow to reply. Pope has referred to him many times ; cf. Essay 
on Criticism, ^ v. 463, where, alluding to Dryden, he says — > 

Might he return, and bless once more our eyes, 

Kew Blackmores and new Milbourns must arise.' 

1. 11, them. The sentence appears unusual in its construction to us 
now The more modern foim would be ‘ Such as it cost a mind stored 
like his no labour to produce.’ Johnson evidently admires this kind of 
work, but It may well be doubted whether it is ever of the best quality. 

to Pope’s translation. But 
Pope himself thought otherwise, and said that if Dryden had finished his 

more have done it than he did Virgil, 
a surrp? ^ i, translation of Homer by Dryden was not 
that Homer had made his gods into men, but that 
Dr>den turned them into blackguards. 

1. 5. 1701. TUs date should be 1700. Cf. p. 12S and note, 
by Maire 'u 

uf it and to say here that there is not a word of truth 

PrisL tftrl tn ^ Poo^ authoress in the Fleet 

the falihood wb T ^ towards her release. Let those answer for 
we tatebood who had the heart to keep her there. 

Drvdeu’s Drat/K* to the edition of 

urjaeu s Dramatic Works in six volumes, 1717 

menUhi called Erasmus Henry, and held an appoint- 

In May 1*710 h ' Harry ’ in his father’s letters. 

Sir John Drvden baronetcy on the death of his cousin, 

1 4 of the sam^ 

1 8 4°’ lotroduction, pp. ix. and xxix. 

^ naturalized in this sense. 

Paradise Lost, viT^t:’ stiame, put 'out of countenance.* So in 

T /Wisdom in discourse with her 
Loses discountenanced, and like folly show$,’ 



Note^. 4 3 , L, ly- P, 52 ., L, 28. 
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P. 60 , 1. 13- W’e ha\ c here a gootl instance of the 

corruption of the text of lliis life. /iV';*vvy 7 /<v is tlic readinj^^ of the first 
edition; Ciinninidiaiu reads ;v/frf 7 /<'c iijeaiiinrdessly ; and another later 
text has ikferenee, 

P.61, I 4- ofhix eensnri'rs, Toui Ihuwn, in hi$ ‘ Reasons for 
Mr. Bayes chaiiidn;’. his iclijdcn.’ 

1,8. yZ/tV'twr/v. t‘v' Ci. 1 Eicon’s l''.ssay * t )i Studies^ * Readin^r^ m.aketh 
afiillniaii; confcien<-c a read)' man; ami writinii: an exact man; and 
therefore if a man wiiu* little he hatl need liave a great imnnory; if lie 
confer little he had need liave a jrre.stMit wit; and if lie rt'ad little he 
had need have much ciiiminit to seem to know that he doth not,’ 

1,19. locked up p'cm kh' o’wu use. Johnson Imre means to express in 
mother form what Drydcn :;ays of lumself; 

VNor wine noi’ hivc could tsver see me gay, 

'fo 7 url/u:/;' Imed, I kmwv not what to .my.’ 

tS:itiic to liis Muse.) 

jut though tliis is ch,‘arly iht; meaning Johnson inteiuks to convey, it i.s 
ot so clear what is llu* ju t cise paaiumatical comstruction of the words, 
lie sentence may he inider:r.toitil i<) convey that the intellectual trea- 
iires were locked niurmi/i' /Ci'/,e his own use, out of his own i-each, so 
lathe could not readily get at tliem lor tlie jauposes of conversation, 
lie next sentence then presents a cttntrast to this, mentioning the 
dreme facility with w hich he rfcocV. 'riicre is, however, another con- 
riiction |)Os.si}*lc, which wotdd express the same meaning in a somewhat 
ifferent form. Lke may hme mean /utluV or tusfom ; and we may eon- 
rue the sentence, ‘'The treasures of Ids inlelleet wa-rc great, but, from 
s habit (of ndnd and life, in writing so much), locked up.’ The next 
ntence would llicn he e>nrohorativc of this, as tending to show how 
mpletely Dryden had accustomed himself to express his thoughts only 
writing. l'hou|;h tlie actual meaning of the whole passage cannot be 
doubt, cither construction se<Mu.s somewdiat strained, and the student 
,ist decide betwecii tluau lor Idmstdf. However it be construed, the 
itence must rrmaiu oiiv t)f ihose rare cases where the carelessness 
lich Johnson oitcu displays al)OUt his has crept into style. 

1 . 26. rehiieJ ly C\u-te. ‘ JJfe of James, Duke of Ormond,* vol. ii. 
554, folio cd. 

P. 62 , 1 . 21. {\y /P'iu;:\ X’c. (.'f. p. 5.|, 1 . 12. 

L28. J/ra ./Pku. .”\phra 01 Apliara Belm was born 1642, married a 
itch merchant in l.umhm, and becoming a widow went to Antwerp 
1666 as a inditical sjw. She was authoress of many plays, which 
ire in the chaiaeteiiatics of the later Stuart drama. The address 
uled to is found inelixtal to the play of the ‘ Feigned Courtezans,’ 

'9. It is much mote phsr.anl, however, to remember her as authoress 
Oroonoko,’ a novel which, fuimtled on the history of a slave who 
cred death l>y tortuie for his hrve of liberty, made one of the first and 
H 
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NO TES, I\ 5 I , /., 4 - f) 1 j /.. 3. og I 

],2g. ^eneraJ rontlnff of fra Jcrrs. On tills cf. Introduction, p. xiii. 
Malone, in his T.ile of Drytlfii, p. .{57, pivt-s a curiously illustrative 
letter from Tonson, coiu|il.iiuiu|f that he had not enouftli for liis money. 
'So that,’ he says, ‘if J have no more I pay ten guineas aliovc forty, and 
have seventy "two lines les . for lilty, in jiropoition, than the other book- 
sellers should have had h»r forty.’ Men who estimated |ioetiy thus by 
bulk could hardly lie o!hi*r than the rusyrted race Johnson sup|K:)sed 
them. 

I p. raj^-jjft/aoxs. Johnson here seems to s|U'ak feelin«tly. He had 
felt someth ill It ot the ‘ nistip-dness of that race’ himself, Cf. Introduc- 
tion, p. xiii. 

p. 50, 1. 25. Cf l.ife of I‘o}Ky p. I .7, 1. 3.f. 

1. 26. oat', Colley C'ihtl u-r. 

1,29. the otfior, ( >h! Swiimey. 

amed. d'he propier lorm. ‘ Arm chair’ is a vul|.tari.sm, which, how- 
ever, has established it a ll*. 

P. 00, 1. 3. A’4ridoi;v was divided into natural and 

judicial ; the forim'r jn't, diet in|t the umvements of the stars, and the latter 
their iidl lien ce on (he nllaiis of mm. 

1. n. tri/ies. 'i'he aspect ol planets jdaced in the three angles of a 
trigon, in whieli [josilion they w eie sut>iu» i d to be of jiarticulaiiy benign 
influence. CT. 

‘ d'o llie other live 
'rhear plniufary motions and aspiects 
la ; extile, tiine, and :4|uare and oppiositc 
Of noxious dfteaey.’ Milton, Par. l.ost, x. 657. 

1. 25. frsf /aa^hff Spt al.inyt thus of Dryden’s criticism Johnson 
means his works on ciilical subjects, ills answers to attacks on himself 
or his attacks on others are not much altovc the age in whicli they were 
written, 

1. 32. IFehh and J'nfferham, William Wcdibe printed Ids ‘Discourse of 
English roeiric’ in 15SO. George ruttenham published in 1589 his 
'Art of ICiiglish l*(n r.ie.’ d'his was divided into three books, ‘the first of 
Poets and I'oe .yo, tlicseecmd of Pro|H>rtion, and the third of Orimmente.’ 

It is a systematic treat io on the oiigin and nature of poetry; and 
contains a ciuious aecnunt of the fashion, then coming in from Italy, of 
writing slum porm,; in vaiious shape.s, sucli as the lozenge, the triangle, 
the o\'al, &c. 

P.01,1. 1, NsMiyofi IhafKafic Poefry. Published in 1667. When John- 
son calls it the • fust rf':;ular treatise’ he must be understood to mean 
the first in Mngjish, for iheie were numerous treatises in Latin. 

I 3. lie ivho . . . iiiii'fher, Johnson here give.s an admirable statement 
jflhc triu; value of a ehm.ic author, and of the real reason which makes 
ilassic works valun ble. 'Fhe resttify of thought become antiquated as they 
irc ah, orbed in tin night larger or more correct process of thought 
V •I ■ 
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is immortal. Ilrrice to know n tum, nn w 

but it is ever r^l'the hi-hrit vitliie in 
]. 19 . 7 b jm/^% Sic, Ct. |». xxiii ' 

]. 22. is... 7 Mf. Ncse the I, nl th,. i„ 
clear. sentence 

P. 62, I 5 . A lin^ek ftv Im^h. brnu ibAttf a . 

travelled to the Hast and tn j I *'»?«• -ttr Vii t' ' ^ He 
Zemhh, oC I'itliKj'ra. He jw-i.t!..-:, ,! 
when her city wa.s taken by the i mi.rjnf Amrli'tii i 
death, dechuiau i.> hi, luHt • T),, P"‘'o 

happy is lie who nets out at if , ..| ' , ,, ^ l’‘‘son, and 

buted to him on sotnrwhat m}??i,v‘dv his f 

treatise irf/ii f'fim ( I 'e Stihlimit ■^•r , .„i ,-1. ,i,n v'li'ii,,' tli.’''r!„o"'““"b'' 
of sublimity in spealiiiij; nmi H-ii!iit(; ( »[ I,,,,, p„.„. 

'Thee, fu.hl l,..i!,;im.'. a!! the m,i,. in-.pir,. "'" 

Ami hlesit thrir euifie unh a |M»f*H tjju* * 

An aidcnt tilin, fr.tl.iiu in bin 

With warmth cive, ,r! i, uIw.ivh’iW. 

Whose own i-x.impJr stirujphri,, nil liij I'uvs ’ 

And k himsrli ilu- ,;rr.ai .Std.limr he .haws.'' 

1 . 20. fmits Ait rixht. ^V(■ tirif („r,! v! "h’d'i'e mSlTwI^ii 
critic should of riHht k- a prn.,imn ; a .iar,ti,,ii whu'h o * 
another allied to it~~whe!hr, the ro at..., or .Irt a 

greatest critic. '* * ^ f JMkiessarily the 

r 'Ti::::. 

I'latone,’ Cm. Tusc. i, , y, J, 

Bettei to eir with lV»|*f ihiist 

Cf'’intn;duetl;nfp“ 2 . ''''' i''>»‘''«™d«n.ctor. 

P. 04, 1. 16 . .'iewit!. Ovid’s hJrtam.apho.M, !■„.( 
of that’ Si ISfai *"*.“■ ''''^'''*"‘K»>'thH,mnticasyI« 

o1 itSt’hisS ifth T"’"* 

ill the background is leen nm mw utvsimJ f ‘'••yliini, where 

tragedy S'S^’gMcZTZ w.aOhe 

lord Buckhurst, tfterwani* n''^’ 

excellent peraon wh^fM h, intlL,! ,X 

inherit his good fortune * BediMtia# i *Tt} **^f l^** ®^ ^ wish may . 

first nrodnwl in iX inA r . '•»*'“«•* <>orho<li,c, 

one }ear old w«, wnttef v « 

la. w«, written by 7hom«« No,i,„, »,,a Tho«'.. SaeWlIe 
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NOTES. P. 61, £. l9-i:>. 67, L. 23. 

togetlier, and was the first English tragedy. It was written in blank 
verse, and Gorboduc is a king and not a queen. Oldham makes 
the Same mistake in his Horace, ‘ When men were ravished with 
Queen Gorboduc.’ See Twelfth Night, iv. 2 : ^ For as the old hermit of 
Prague, that never saw pen and ink, very wittily said to a niece of King 
Gorboduc, That, that is, is.” ’ 

1.^29. Chapman. * Besides this they write in Alexandrines, or verses 
of six feet, such as amongst us is the old translation of Homer by Chap- 
man."* Account of the Annus Mirabilis. Chapman’s translation is in 
lines of fourteen syllables. 

discovers Cf. 

* Some high-climbing hill 
Which to his eye discovers unaware 
Ihe goodly prospect of some foreign land.* 

Milton, Paradise Lost, iii. 546. 

30. Iliad. There appears to be nothing in the preface to the Fables 
to justify this remark. 

1 * 1 . quoted by Qiiiniilian. This is confused. The* Medea’ is 
twice referred to by Quintilian as the work of Ovid, Inst. Or. 8. 5. 6 and 
1 . 98, also by the author of the Diet, de Orat. 12 ; and 'is not there 
to be found’ seems to mean in Seneca’s ‘ Medea,* The passage in which 
Quintilian quotes the Medea of Seneca is Inst. Or. 9, 2. 8. 

1 - 28, preyvide *of* or 'with.* ‘To make experiments of cold 
be P>f'‘o'zjtded of a conservatory of snow, a good large vault under ground, 
and a deep well’ Bacon, Natural and Experimental History. 

IF*. 66, 1 . 26. habittide^iit^yytixi intercourse. Dryden says in another 
place, 'To write well one must have frequent habitudes with the best 
:ompany.’ 

1 - 32. Of all this ... attention. This is true of all questions of internal 
widen ce. 

67 , 1 . 13. Spriteliness. Cf. note on p. 27, 1 . 9. 

1 . 23. His style . . . resemblance. Johnson might have added that 
lUcli 'beauties can only be altered to be spoiled ; from which it neces- 
arily follows that for the student of English to spend time and labour 
ni malving ‘paraphrases’ of good authors is simply to devote much 
aergy to the acquiring of vices of style. ‘In what other words could 
ve convey the ideas and the force of the ideas presented in Shakspeare’s 
hrases — “ Life’s fitful fever,” “ To lie in cold obstruction and to rot” 
'Flatter the mountain tops with sovran eye,” or in Romeo’s words to 
uliet’s corpse, — ■ 

"Thou art not conquered; beauty’s ensign yet 
Is crimson in thy lips and in thy cheeks, 

And Death’s pale flag is not advanced there” 

L peyi/eci style can be altered only for the worse: and no one can have 
;:acb.ed. right appreciation of the best in style until he has become fully 
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convinced of this its quality of essential untranslateableness.’ Meikle- 
john on * Teaching English.’ 

P. 69, 1. 9. savageness. See Pope, Clar. Press Series, Essay on Man, 
Introduction, p. 21, where it is remarked that the tendency to relapse into 
savageness is now again coming upon us. The expression in the text 
is altogether too strong. Cf. Milton’s opinion, L’ Allegro, 133 — 

'And sweetest Shakespeare, Fancy’s child, 

Warble his native wood-notes wild.’ 

1. 23. vokibiliiy^^VLtiicy, smoothness. 

P. 70, 1. 4. paraphrase, a very loose rendering ; metaphrase, an exact 
rendering. Cf. p. 34, 1. ii, note, 

1. 25, but reason, &c. Cf. p. 39, 1. 18. ja. 

P. 71, 1. 1. Poverty, &c. Cf. ' Small certainties are the bane of men of 
parts.’ Boswell’s Life. 

1. 8. Sebastian^ Don Sebastian, Act iv. Sc. 3. 

I, 14. occasional. Written for some especial occasion. 

1. 28. We have been all, &c. The intense commonplaceness of those 
events which are of such all-absorbing interest to the individual, is an 
idea ever present to many of the great minds of our literary history. In 
Shakspeare it occurs almost passim, though perhaps its most forcible 
expression is in Macbeth : — 

'To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow. 

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day 
To the last syllable of recorded time. 

And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle ! 

Life’s but a walking shadow; a poor player 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage 
And then is heard no more: it is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, % 

Signifying nothing.’ 

P. 72, 1. 10. attended^ awaited. Cf. Shakspeare, Twelfth Night, iii. 4; 
*Thy interpreter, full of despite, bloody as the hunter, attends thee at 
the orchard end,’ This use of the word is now obsolete. 

1. 27. Gondibert. Cf. p. 8, 1. 5, note. 

P. 73, 1. I. He, &c. From the Astrsea Redux, 51 sq. 

L 6. Well might, 8 cc. Astrsea Redux, 92. Cf. Servius on Virgil, ^n, 
V. 721, 'Nox dicitur €v<pp 6 vjj quia subtilius homo sapiat qiiain in- 
terdiu.’ 

1. 33. strooh, pf. of strike. 

P. 74, 1. 4. \^4<^,2=seaweed. Astrsea Redux, 1 19. 

1. 6. Portunus, protector of harbours. 

Prayer, Scz. Astrsea Redux, 143. 

1 . For by example, Astrsea Redux, 207, 

1.20, The winds, 8 cq. Astraea Redux, 342, 
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Whose coi‘i>sc nugbt seem a coustellatioii. ^ 

• r »r ! lu' icnuiii'ilioM -//a// as a (lissyllablc is the custom 

fliid Uh. la >l>a wi itiaija <'l it is not unoon.mtm ; tl.us- 

* ‘Guidiiii: the tiny ^vheeUHl Ihrolie 

'I hc Ciicru!) C' tnnplaticm.’ H rniseroso, I 52. 

Q.. iko on this point G. ih Mai.h. « Lectures oa tlie Luithsh ail- 
in’ First Series, ic 5^0, whore a full account of the pronunciation is 
S’-nn lefcrenrc' ruahe to authorities which inove tliai the reckomng 
Li as two sylhililcs is not a lucre lau-lic licence lait the rccognisec 
"1 nfihe lime I'hns ihittniham, GXrteot Lnplish 1 ocsie (p. I2i. 
arl irt r.M..iut) 's;n s: • And ti.ru-l».o i.. nil siu:h k...g polisillaldcs ye 
niuc tAvosluuTc ncavnls, nn.l Ihercl.y rclueo hi.n into two teop 
woril \ rP)/t'U,\>i!fii>f: \ which niiikfi: a etmiile ol (,'*^“'1 Daclils, 

X!tewo.d [.oA^vV^v,^hh•i u■ld,nh nntkesuK.K,d.Spo.nle«sand agood 

Dactil and in this wotd l;v.o/-.-'/d j wliieii uudeea two daelills and 
asillablc overplus to annnu- li> the wool lueeeileut to helpc pcetc vp 
another footc.’ So ah.e Sir Fliiiii^ Sidney, ‘ An Apologic tor I oetiie 
(n\i of Arberh; rcpiintii-- ‘ Lastly enen the very ryme itselfe the Ita- 
hn cannot put iu the huU rallalde. by lire l'‘rench named the Masculine 
rvmebut still in tlie next to the last, whicli the French call the Female; 
or the next hehne lliat, winch the Italians 

nleof the funner is ///no/a, A//e//e; ot the Sdrucciola /e/;/////r, ih^ 

Frencli,ol'tlie other sirle, Irath Indh the Malc.as /Jon, and the Female 
a« r/ahe, 7 hise. Ihit tlie Silnicciola hee hath not ; ^yhcre the Lnglisl 
Lth all hree; as I W. 7 >m ; A'nMerr; AIoUoh, PoUon 

t the moi-t uuoiuiuHSil account of these words is "ed 
Tonsonk ICmdish (hauuuar. \Ve there read (p. 55 . ed. 1640) under 
Loica<ling“M)f AeciMit; that •Nouns ending m ’‘timox ^ston are 
nm'iitfd on’llii' ;uil<'|v imllinui : ns condition, inl'usion, &c. 

The expression ‘ tInU ohl vcisilication ’ used by Johnson would seem 
to mply’ hat he U.uUed upon this custom as a mere poetical hcenee. 
If teiitimuny ol the knlhari tie, just quoted must have escaped hn 

'3r’c/nr«,.c/-W- of Me Indus. Cunningham reads is, but without 
authority, ^ , 

f 3rMc«;.^S''TlSemt teirous toundertak. 

the task here decUucrl by Johnson. 

■•a »• !«■» «»>“*('« 

: 1585 ). Cf. < iiuvres, tome 6 , p. 4 ° <.*=d. 1876 ) : 
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* Ils ont chercli^ 

Le soulfre que nature aux yeux avoit cacli^/ &C. 

I. 19. Milton . . . angels. The Annus Mirabilis appeared m 1667, 
and Paradise Lost in the same year, but probably later in the year. The 
dedication of the Annus Mirabilis is dated in Nov. 1666, which would 
make us suppose that the poem would appear early in 1667. The date 
of Milton’s agreement for the sale of the copyright of Paradise Lost is 
April 27, 1667, and the book would hardly therefore appear till quite 
late in the year. 

1 . 29. rese?nblance. To estimate the truth of this, compare Dryden’s 
‘initial stanzas’ with the following from Waller : — 

‘Now for some ages had the pride of Spain 
Made the sun shine on half the world in vain, 

While she bid war on all that durst supply 
The place of those her cruelty made die. 

Of Nature’s bounty men forebore to taste, 

And the best portion of the world lay waste. 

From the New World her silver and her gold 
Came like a tempest to confound the old. 

Feeding with these the bribed Elector’s hopes, 

Alone she gives us emperors and popes; 

With these accomplishing her vast designs, 

Europe was shaken with her Indian mines.* 

Of a War with Spain and a Fight at Sea. 

P. 78 , 1 . 20. beaver, 

1 . 35. both hazard, 8cc, Dryden is probably here influenced by the 
Judgment of Solomon. 

1. 38. preciously =cost\ily. 

T. 79 , 1 . 3. Our foes. The construction is, ‘ We left our foes vanquished 
by our valour.’ 

P. 80 , 1 . 22. sear-cloth, verb transitive, to cover with waxed cloth. 

1 . 34. covi77ierce, accented on the last syllable. 

‘To join in marriage and commerce, 

And only ’mong themselves converse.* 
pr t Sutler, Hudibras, ii. 2. 1385. 


Looks commercing with the skies.* 

p HI 1 . .. • jt Milton, n Penseroso, I. 39. 

, ^ind better, &c. The same defect seems to have been 
tte cause of Johnson’s failure in Irene. Cf. the remarks made by Gar- 
nek on this head m Boswell, Life, 1749. 

Clarendon Press Series edition of Dryden’s 
r ^ “ speaking as if Johnson thought 

lat^this hue was Seneca's own. See the note on the Annus mL 



NOTES, P, 77 , L, — p. L. ig. 

1-32. feeble voice. The weak voice of ghosts is a notion as old as 
Homer. Cf. Iliad, xxiii. 99 : 

"'O.S dpa <p(f}vfjeai ^pi^aro ^iKriaiv, 

ovh' lAa/36* rpvfii ^card x^oros i^vrc /cairyds 
'rerpL'^via, 

Cf. also Virgil, ^En. vi. 492 : 

* Pars tollere vocem 

Exiguam ; inceptiis clamor frustratur liiantes.* 

So also in Shakspeare the same idea of inarticulateiiess is found more 
than once : 

‘And ghosts did shriek and squeal about the streets/ 

Julius Csesar, ii. 2 . 

The idea has taken deep root in the minds of men, and shows itself in 
nwny forms in literature and in sayings. We have such phrases as ‘ The 
liknt tomb/ 

P. 83, 1. 13. Charles . . . David, In the ‘Absalom and Achito- 
phel " by David is meant Charles II. 

1. 20. Tveary of admiration, Cf. Tennyson, Enoch Arden: 

‘ No want w'as there of human sustenance, 

Soft fruitage, mighty nuts and nourishing roots; 

Nor, save for pity, was it hard to take 
The helpless life so wild that it was tame. 

There in a seaward-gazing mountain-gorge 

They built, and thatched with leaves of palm, a hut, 

Half hut, half native cavern. So the three 
Set in this Dden of all plcnteous7tess 
jDweit with eternal summer ill contentl 

P. 84:, 1. I, written by Tate, Cf. p. 36 , 1 . 7 , where this second part is 
attributed to Dryden. The fact is that Dryden wrote but a very small 
part of it, though he may have revised it all. Dryden wrote about two 
liimdred lines, and this is the insertion alluded to by Johnson. 

I 10. a single incident, Cf. p. 35, 1. 20, and p. 34, 1. 17, note. 

P. 85, 1. 20. gianti war, Cf. Horace, Odes, ii. 19. 21, and iii. 4. 49. 

1. 29. thie noblest ode. Johnson’s prejudice against Milton is here 
visible. At least one of Milton’s odes (that on the Nativity) is superior 
to anything Dryden ever wrote. Hallam will only say of the Ode on 
the Nativity, ^ ferhafs the finest in the English language,* but Hallam 
may speak here with studied caution. Cf. p. 99, 11. 7 and 8, and note. 

P, 86, 1, 19. 77ie conclusion . . .place. Religion was a great reality 
to Johnson. But he knew nothing of music : in fact, it may well be 
doubted whether among Pope’s most enthusiastic admirers could be 
found a skilled musician. Johnson allows that to understand music 
he must have another sense given him (Boswell, Life, i775)? thus 
to him a metaphor drawn from music wanted in solemnity. He had 
not felt the force of ‘ those mighty strains in which Haydn ushers in the 
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to her or^;un vocal Ijrcath was jijiveu, 
il^el heard aud straight ai)j)cared 
listakiiig earth for heaven.’ 

Ude for Cecilia’s Day, 7. 

Born 1657. He commenced life as an aci or, 
lielin’s ‘Jealous Bridegroom.’ He then went to 
; return he produced * Alcibiades ’ and ‘ Don Carlos/ 
eat success. His play of ‘Tlie Orphan’ is reinark- 
11 the fust tragcily of domestic life in the English 
wherein ordinary pieople arc siihstitutcd for the 
iiieiy of kiitgs and (puecns. His * Venice Preserved’ 
tcted, and it is of this play that Dryden speaks in 
*1 will not defeml everything in his “ Venice Prc- 
Irear this testimony to his memory, that the passions 
t it, tliough petliat»s there is somewliat to be desired 
Is of them, and in the height and elegance of ex- 
ic is there, whidi is tlie beauty.’ Parallel 

Jug, 1695. 'riiere is no authority for the statement 
it wiili conUnuid. of Otway. Note also how^ Johnson 
tnemory, inaccurately {iiittf i'oY lather than 

p.:. 

rda . . . : 

i Socraticne potenint O'dendere cliartae 
c provisam rein non iuvita sequentur.' 

Horace, Ars Poet. 310. 

CA thief in lilerature. one who steals the thoughts 
*thtjr/ Jtdmson’s Dictionary. ' Witliout invention 
apner, ami a puet but a plagiary of others.’ Dryden’s 

>/jf, &c. Cf, p, a 1, 1 . I. 

ui / kNt'W . . . Cf. p. 16, 1 . 13. 

limit}!;', to sail before the wind. 

Virtue sptrums before a prosperous gale, 
fiving wishes help to fill the sail’ 
is in the poem on the Coronation, 1 . 102. Fouge, 
le for JtUigmi h in Astitea Kedux, 203, From this 
innovations Juhnson was not himself free. Much 
Hive been applied to Johnson himself. Cf. Intro- 

V/f/rn Jrdmson quotes below the first two lines as an 
in tern syllable metre. The last three will serve as 

JUS to them all, enlentife to behold 1 

of the gtxls dirl show and all his courses told, V 
hist, and 'making here an end did silence hold.’ ) 
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There are fifteen of these triplets in the third book. And throughoiij 
the whole translation their . occurrence is common. So also Joseplj 
Hall, afterwards Bishop of Norwich, in his Satires, Bk. iv. Sat. i 
' Titius knew not where to shroude his head J 
Until he did a dying widow wed, v 

Whiles she lay doating on her death’s bed.' } 

1. 15. W^en Asia's, 8cc. This is the same metre as Macaulay’s 
‘ Virginia.’ 

1. 25. Polyolhion. Appeared 1613. ' many ways happy,’ 

1. 29. Cowley was the first, &c. This is an error. Many writers oi 
the Elizabethan era inserted Alexandrines amongst their heroics. HaH 
who has already been quoted for the triplet, will afford an instance : — 

‘ As though the staring world hanged on his sleeve, 

Whene’er he smiles to laugh, and when he sighs to grieve.* 

Satires, Bk. i. Sat. 7. 

1. 34. Swift, Swift says in a letter (dated April 12, 1735) to Mr, 
Thomas Beach : — ‘ Upon which I took the number of lines, which are 
in all 299, the odd number being occasioned by what they call a triplet, 
which was a vicious way of rhyming, wherewith Dryden abounded, an^ 
was imitated by all the bad versifiers of Charles IFs reign, Dryden, 
though my near relation, is one I have often blamed as well as pitied 
He was poor and in great haste to finish his plays, because by them h( 
chiefly supported his family, and this made him so very incorrect ; h« 
likewise brought in the Alexandrine verse at the end of his triplets. ] 
was so angry at these corruptions that above 24 years ago I banishec 
them all by one triplet, with the Alexandrine, upon a very ridiculous 
subject.* 

P. 107, 1. 30. Elijah Fenton, who aided Pope in his translation oi 
the Odyssey, translated four books and supplied the notes. He also 
wrote a tragedy, ‘ Mariamne.’ He edited "Waller and wrote a life ol 
Milton, 

P. 108, 1. 1. second is the emphatic word in this sentence, contrasted 
w ith * first ’ in line 5. 

1. 24. Dams, who became Sir John Davies after the reign of Eliza- 
beth, author of * Nosce Teipsum,’ a poem in stanzas of elegiac verse, 
Ihis poem had a considerable influence on English verse, and Davies 
hardly deserves the covert sneer of Johnson, Cf. p. 8, L 5, note. 



notes. P. 106, L, T5-P* 126, 1 . 9 . 
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THE LIFE OF POPE. 

P. 125 , L 3. Cf. Pope’s Epistle to Arlmlljnot, 1 . 38S : — 

* * Of j^enlle blood (part slicd in honour’s cause 
While yet in Britain honour had applause) 

Each parent sprung.’ 

1 4. Earl of Downs. 'When Mr. Pope puldished the notes on the 
isde to Dr. Arlnillinot, in giving an account of his family, Mr. Pot- 
iger, a relation of his, observed, tliat his cousin Pope had made 
iiseif out a fine pedigree, but he wondered where he got it; that he 
d* never heard anything himself of their being descended from the 
iris of Down ; and, what is more, he had an old maiden aunt, equally 
lated, a great genealogist, wlio was always talking of her family, but 
iver mentioned this circumstance; on which she certainly would not 
ive been silent, had she known anything of it. . . . The Earl of Guild- 
rd says that he has seen and examined the pedigrees of that family, 
he Popes, Earls of Down] and is sure that there were then none of the 
line of Pope left, who could l)e descended from that family.’ Warton’s 
ssay on Pope, vol. ii, p. 25^, cd. 1S06. Pope’s claim to descent from 
ie Earls of Downe is, however, allowed by Mr. limvter (Pope, his 
escent and Family, 1857) to l»e not improbable. 

1. 5. Bis mother. Even of this tliere seems to be much doubt. It 
:sts on the authority of ' Mr. Brooke, one of the ITeralds, who is writing 
1 account of Yorksliire families.’ Mason to Walpole, Dec. 4, 1782. 

1. 9. sequestrations. ' Left her what estate remained after the seques- 
ations and forfeitures of her family.* Pope’s Note on the Epistle to 
iibuthnot, 1. 381. 

L n. told hy Pope. As in the Epistle to Arbuthnot above quoted. 

1. 15. Mrs, Racket. It appears that this name should properly be 
iackett. She was Pope’s half-sister by his mother’s former marriage. 

1 . 16. Strand, Should be Lombard Street. 

P. 126 , 1 . 6. Paverner, In this name Johnson follows Ruffhead. 
ly Spence the name of the priest is given as Banister. 

1.9. Ofilhy, John Dgilby (idoo-1676) was a native of Edinburgh, 
jid came of a gcxul ftimily, which had been so reduced that young 
)gilby had to release Ins fatlier from a delators’ prison, and afterwards 
)ind himself apprentice to a dancing-master in I^ondon. Picking up 
cliolarship as best he could, he was employed by Wentworth, Earl of 
Itrafford, and accompanied that nobleman to Ireland. There he trans- 
ated some of ‘ Esop’s Fables’ into English verse, and soon after started 
i theatre in Dublin. The breaking out of the rebellion in Ireknd 
nined him, and he arrived in London quite destitute,^ after having been 
ihipwrecked on bis voyage home. But he made his way on foot to 
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Cambridge, where he was encouraged, and there translated the 'Works 
of Virgil.’ He learnt Greek about 1654, proceeded to translate 
Homer, the work alluded to in the text. He also published an edition 
of the English Bible, more elaborate than any of its predecessors. In 
1666 his house and property in London were destroyed by the great fire^ 
but his energy was equal to the task of again recovering his fortunes. 

We may discover some lingering sympathy with him in Johnson’s 
words 'Ogilby’s assistance,’ &c. It is well, therefore, to note how his 
life was one continued struggle against ever- recurring difficulties, as this 
would explain, by a natural bond of sympathy, the trace of kindliness 
with which Johnson seems to regard one of the worst of poets. 

Sandys, George Sandys published his translation of Ovid’s Meta* 
morphoses in 1626. 

1 . 14. Fj'om the .... This sentence is far too long, and open to the 
censure that it introduces matter too heterogeneous to be comprised 
within the limits of one sentence. There are no less than eight 
principal points Taverner, Twyford, Hyde Park Comer, the play* 
house, Ogilby, the schoolfellows, the gardener, and Ajax. 

two last. Should be Johnson inveteratelymisarranges 
this phrase and others like it. Cf. Life of Dryden, p. 40, 1 . 6, 
and note. 

1 . 30. Tells of himsdf. In the Epistle to Arbuthnot, 1. 128. 

1 . 33- Pindar, One of the greatest lyric poets of Greece. Little is known 
of his life, his probable date being about B.c. 520-440. He was bom 
in the territory of Thebes, though whether in Thebes itself or at Cynos- 
cephalae is uncertain. There is a tale that he was first attracted to 
poetry by a miraculous swarm of bees, which in his infancy settled on 
his lips, as he lay sleeping. Cf, Pausanias, ix. 23. 2 : Xlivdapov 
rjKittiav ovra viaviaKov Koi Uvra ks Qeojrids upa mviaaros irepl pLeaovffap 
paXtara Tjpkpav lediros kolI vttvos dir* avrov KaT^Xdp^avev. *0 plv ^ 
m €tx€ KaranXiverai ^payy virep rrjs oSov' plXiacat 5^ aiir^ /caGevdovri 
irpoaerriTovTo t€ /cal ^irXaaaov irpbs rd /crjpov' dpx^ 

iroiuv daparak'ykv^ro TOiavTq. 

P. 127, 1. 6. in a chest. This story is not true. The money was 
invested in foreign securities. 

1. 13. Tully^s ‘ OJices* Marcus Tullius Cicero, De Officiis. Wearenoi 
informed how many months Deane read with Pope, nor exactly whal 
proportion of the Offices was done. Cicero De Officiis is not short, and 
no easy reading for a boy of twelve, even though as precocious as Popt 
undoubtedly was. 

1 . 24. Ris primary , ... To such early training Pope doubtless owed 
much of his subsequent facility in the attainment of correctness anc 
elegance. "We have another instance of similar training with a similai 
result in the early instruction in speaking given by his father to th« 
younger Pitt. 
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1 33* cojfcc- house. Cf. J jfe of Dryden, p. 59, 1. 25. 

P.128, 1. 1. 1701. Should be 1700. 

I foreseen the gueaf mss. Di yden may have done so to a certain 
jextent. 'I was informed by an intimate fiicnd of Pope [Walter Harte] 
that when he was yet a mere boy, Dryden gave him a shilling, by way 
of encouragement, for a ti-anslalion he had made of the story of Pyra- 
niiis and Thisbe Irom 0\id.’ Warton, Essay on Pope, voL i. p. So, note; 
ed. 1S06. 

1.9. Co%vIey. ‘Among the English poets, Cowley, Milton, and Pope 
Blight be said “to lisp in mimlK'rs”; and have given such early proofs, 
Bot only of powers of langunge, but of comprehension of things, as to 
Biore tardy minds seems scarcely credible. But of the learned puerilities 
of Cowley there is no doulit, since a volume of his poems was not only 
written but printed in his Ihirteenlh year, containing, with other poet- 
ical compositions, The 7'ragical History of Pyramus and Thisbe,” 
written when he was ten years old ; and Constantia and Philetus,” 
imtten two years allerd Johnson’s IJfc of Cowley. 

The ‘thiiteentli year’ of the above extract is, however, incorrect. 
Cowley was born in 16 ,18, and tliis book was printed in 1633, his 
WUmih year. 

1. 13. Thehms, Tlie'I’heliais of Vhdiliiis Papinius Statius was finished 
at Naples, the native town of its author, and dedicated to the Emperor 
Poinitian. Tliis was lietwcen llie years a.d, 86 and 90, but there is 
much difficulty al»out tlic precise tixiag of these dates. He is alluded 
[0, perhaps satirised, by Juvenal, in the following lines: — 

‘ Cvirrltur ad voeem jucimdam et carmen amicae 
ITiebaidos, laetam fecit cum Statius iirbem, 
l*romisil(:|ue diem ; tanta dulcedine captos 
Afficit ille animos, tantaque libidine vulgi 
Audit ur; sed, cum fregit subsellia versii, 

Esurit, intaclam Paridi nisi vendat Agaven.’ 

Sat. vii. 82. 

1. 14. if he had no help. It seems he had the assistance of Walsh. 
'In the .scattered lessons 1 used to set myself about that time, I trans- 
lated above a quarter of llic Metamorphoses and that part of Statius 
which was after ward.s printed witli I lie corrections of Walsh,’ Pope, in 
Spence’s Anecdotes, p. 210, cd, 1858, 

1. 16. B}f Dryden' s Fables. Cf. Xdfe of Dryden, p. 98. 

1. 27. Tlii.s i.s the best of many light pieces by JohnWilmot, 

Ead of Rochester, one of tlic court wits of Charles IPs reign. Of his 
lissolute life and penitent death an account was given by Burnet in 
[C80. Speaking of Rochester to Lord Dorset, Pope says: *They 
ihould be considered as holiday writers ; as gentlemen that diverted 
ihemsclves now end tlien wilh poetry, rather than as poets.’ Spence’s 
becdotes, t>. 212. 
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published by Curll in 17 art. The originals .are In the Bodleian Libr.arv 
at Oxford, lope hiniselt inlrodueed in, any of them into his edition of 

1735, but the7 were much altcrctl hy him. 

Mr. Walsh. He used to encourage me much, and used to tell me 
W there was one way left of e.Kcelling: for though we had sLn 
peat poe s. we never had any one great poet tliat av.as correct a 
Jeteired me to make that my study and aim.’ Spence’s Anwdote! 

1 . 30* If til S. Cl, I, lit." ol Orydcn^ p, 2jr^ 
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1/4, j. iiiL uniplt t as alt.-red liy pope now stands •— 

Some to whom Ih-av’n in wit has been profuse 

iw, I . ^ “i' '“»<h more to turn it to its use.’ 1. 80. 
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1 . 24. Erasmus. 
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l^s?v on i 


are: 




tlu*y Were am 

in tlicir m 

unni '■ 

''«■ '■e„li,-,,l,'il atiorVwhc 

!'-'■ " liM IS la-c .111,1 i,j 

no twi 


doxy in other portions of th.r J o 'm 
with his defence of ICrnsnins, * ^vin-r 

opinion are really an|;ry at i», fhaf .s m:m ulmiii tln-ir t ’} 
and persecuted, Erasmus hy liautr, 
age of obloquy, by one of tlirii' »..uvii I'r-ipfr ^vlio i.; 
enough to utter a generous truth Hi I rh ui ,,1 t!:f 
sure will Hatter, and few do Justier ' i', i|.r ft* { r. "" 

1. 39. mr/sur^.n. • 1 »r. U ...!„at,,;, 
stnite, what Addison coithi not n-n p.,,,,. hiuj.-h'*- •*' *r 

the testimony of his intimate liirnd, I rluo-Pnu, vu'l ilin , 1 !] 
intended, that this .Essay vva« wiltirn uiih .* nirt,hu.jii'-tj . 5 

regularity, has accoiuiMiiictl tia- vv!..,!r «,■!, „ , a„,i 

mentary, in which he has toffior-q urmv ‘ 

goiindless opinion.’ Wartmi, l-:«lilt.-.Si i:..| 

There is however very little i-u t., .q,., , 

accuracy of Warburtotfs thoiuy of thr | rOfi.: 

marks of Johnson himself sin ov m t mhiL 

systematic method had as a fact }„!, ,"i ^ ‘ f'^V 

a infr^hlrsT^^''' " ’'"■'‘‘’‘“''■‘.'‘‘‘-b tW 

P. 136 , 1 . laf. AnsMk, After b,U)it|* that vhhm «nri ,• 

are alike voluntary, Aristotle (imar-K t- .irfui.e ih,- vi,i,„.. „,rh 

(Nic. Ethics, in. 6) ; ’AvaA../(,Vr.» AiJ n,,i .;v, ,r„,„,„p ,;„« dJi* 

7 "af ® A n'-rSZ 

• 1 . 23. SpedaUr. No. 37H} 

3^SSi';rF— 

ill-sh Tnprt oTi/1 1 ^ ^**^ * ** * ****#%”^^^ ^uaiimUjimt uhc was as 

in snaped and deformed as oiir iiy|li«»r- lir# .. . t , 

bnf Tu-liaf «res„T,7 1 1 »wiiior, ifri firulfi imt hyaswonl 

^S£af 

a :nere hooCrr 
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renders his aulliority wcji thK'ss, And the above extract from Wartoii 
contradicts every [lart of tlur accoimt of the imhutuiiate lady as given in 
the poem itself. 

So many contradietMiv .-u'counts jooint alinost irresistildy to the 
conclusion that she \\a ., s** far as the story of her life and death are 
concerned, entirely a. fieliliuus jus son. though pirdjahly the heroine of 
the poem had some livinjt m i|,onal, whose real late and adventures Iiave 
no analogy to that ot tlie Unfoitnnafe l,ady of tire jtoein. 

P.137,1. ?,3- /dvwver. ‘Mrs.’ was then the title of 

all ladies grown up, wluaher marrie<l or single. 

P. 138, 1.2, J/r. Caryi, 'Fhere is a mistake here. The Caryll who 
had been seeretai \- to King James's (pueen was either the fatlier or the 
Illicit' of the < 'ary 11 at whosi.* rei|uest the innan was written. 

1. 13. fhe //,0V{// /7‘t'i v*,v.i*. Johnson here allows to l)e not only true 
jutusuaba process which he declares incuahble in tlie life of Dry den. 
X p. 25, 1. 30 sg. 

1. 19. //Vh7/hv <;// //'A A Tliert' can Ik? no doubt that Johnson 

3 right heie aliout the h'eling.s with which (he lady’s family regarded 
he poem, I ope himself, iu ;i letter to Chiryll i l )ec. 15, tyKO* proposes 
1) vviitc a dedication to semthe her, and as * a piece of justice in return 
) the wrung interpi elatiuns she Inis .suffered umler on the score of that 
icce.’ 

1. 28. /v3!U7f77/f7*f///v, or lb»s\'crncians, were a sect or secret society in 
erinany, the history ot which is imw very obscure, d'liey were sup>- 
jioscd to lie possessed td vaiious Knowledge and powers, natural and 
supernatural, beyond lire reacli of common men, such as the philo- 
sophers stone, &c. An endeavour has fieen made to trace to them the 
origin of (lie modern l^’ieema Mms, I, rut .such a theory is erroneous. This 
'Kosicmcian philostgihy,’ .as it was sometimes called, .spiread widely over 
luimpe, and its ndhen nts became dreaded by governments as a secret 
society. Koj.tr look hi; account of it from a little satirical dialogue, 
published at 1‘ari-. by ])»• M(tntiaucon, Abbe dc Villars (Works, vol. xii), 
mid ciiti tits! /.a (it* it it Ed Ns. 

1.32. /ca /idsfi.'y 'Phis view of Addison’s conduct was 

Pope’s own, and wm. Ifoih too nu-in and too improbable to be shared. 

Ihe chances wa re all in favour of Addison’s advice being accurate. 
Johnson seldom comhami., in (he terms they deserve, the meanness and 
suspicion of I’ope's ehaiaeter. In (hi.s case the offencegiven by Addison 
was, on Popt‘’s nwn idnwviug, the (ir.st occasion of any doubt as to his 
friendship, and tiii.s iloubt was naturally the offsi>ring of his own double- 
lealing in the matt<‘r td his atlaek upon John Dennis. Cf. p, 141, 1. 7, 
note. Macaulay lias warmly tlcfended Addison’.s advice, in his Essays 
(I vol. ed. p. yiy'i, and even though it proved to have been mistaken, it 
was not more so than Koptds own a<lvice to Addison, not to bring* Cato’ 
on tlie stage. (Ihipe’s W'oiks, e<I. Elvvin, vol i. p. 327.) 

X % 
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P, irm, !. j 


P r>-\!r,t 1# 

.1»V 7/%; 


^vr. TIih, 

1*10, 1. p 

s y-'v.-;, 

^V. fl wa:. fir 

■It", lyiy. 


!. up,. fJ",-, 

/ Mr 

. f 

l‘-]ii- itiiii’ , it . 

-IV'. in ; 

p-'p-v thM fhi 

!• ij. y:,;v j 

'7.hr, 

* 1 • ,ui :i!'r. 


111 iJ'jS. 


|<ul4i,l!nl hftMif* Mauli i^th. 

1 ..I Mm.,- tiinr an ar, h,-,i f.,,,, ,„,,, j 

-1^ Ml, I, 1‘lii i \\:i , 

tiir hmuy of Mt. }uhn In-mijs; ii|. .\ 
as a tItHinr Un Ihr 
*1 lu* 

I <'Si*r, { ils.* i,, i,:|i;f,;, .'Hr* '.i-v 


tfiii ,li 

i* 4 I ! ti I-, aif* 4 ‘. hui' 


• ■■; -II U iiiisiaken in tl 

'V''', ‘'’“““''■"“•'I lit line 201 
*•!' uta-cht. \ 
i;..f ,1 ■ " Forest V 

' ■'■ ‘‘‘-1 mitvvnit for | 

•! ' ftr. K.,r, i* Narrative 

'-nti;: at tlieii, 

, l!wt.xt«me' 

lia.l (lie .,n t • 

■ 111 Iiim-srlf th, 1 , ia 4 Mii..,mr,!. ‘1 (,,,, 1 ..!, f ir'm'.L'l' 

«■ -'‘'liWy. Ill- n i 

'l»t <■■.11.- ^!...wn! Ji-imsonaHo. 

Aial I'lijr. ttiifi i ,,, , (!*• M.*!, I. 15 ' 

■wiij.!,-, whni A.I.IisuiiV M V' i did no 

I .mtiit Riiil !r,i j.'V,,,, ,,., ; -i' W'H'ly went t. 

tlm t at,,. ,,i , V ' ' '■' •' 

*•«* ...» as A -.iis,... « ‘i 4 . 

of iUi asHaiilt i nn.r ui- . ' 7 

ill tlw matter. Tl.c '‘f'' »'>y !«■»«-«! fedfa 

,h.» " I'i ‘i«ow 

to deceive the iniblie, f„r f.,,.,. i, ur l7" ' ' ■, 

Addison (hr Imiy. (i j, ' , i'"’*''** *• *"'dd not deceive 

<if the I.od-,' »i„| nra,„ j„ '! ‘“■'"'‘'I'H'in the Rape 

<« iteitlier owmainn tlid I'oi^vrnio.r « ' -T the Jluiiuad,’and 

Irutli mm have ic,iciie,| i!,r r,,, „( \ 1 1 ^ i*’ 

any hoaliiity he may have frit 1. •'ii'n'Kh to justify 

"'“MS'"' i-i* 

i ll , 7 : July jft i-i’. 

front mennHy; tbeiZk Tfc^'^Und.N. n/'}’ 

my own cuih:,* ‘ "«'» had it Iwn 
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Addison was nuilty of malice i„ allowin,.; Ilu- piiMication. Ti u-w never 
a safe einidoymeal lo ;;ne a.Uice U. ami A.klisou couUl hardlv 

be expected to make it Ins inisinc.ss to inevent I'ope offence to 

a third party. 

I. 3 .} y,VTVM. ClKnlcs jervas was nil imlirfciciit pniiiler, who died in 
1740 . He was imifli (laUx ic.l by rope, wiiose ' ICpislle to Jervas’ is 

about the most Ictddo ot liis itocms. 

EM2, 1, 16. yiV77,v/.v.'. ■ 1 h;ne .;ce„, of Mr. Popeks drawin-r, a ctiavc 
old Ueuiu'i, lull, Icel, re • a lletieiloi, ; a l.ueiiis Verus, larije profile; 
two liirkish heads; a Jaiimaiy f.uii, the li/e; A.ili.ioiis; and St. John 

prayiiii^.’ Siieiieeb; Anecdoti’s. 

Ihomas lielterl.m ( 1 ;■ 10 ) w.ns a .;reat aclor. who played all 

thioiiijli the liiiie when I liydeii was wiiliii;; lor Ihe staef. Cihber S|ieakB 
3flil.s power ol aclm;: i„ lenus of s„el. very hh;h j, raise as to leave 
iome doubt wlielher Ibe)- must not ,,f necessity be exa<r;reialed. That 
lewas a mmi of mhiommt.n jHo\ur, and umlcr.stootl the sidrit of* the 
ijirhest art m actuip;, is shown f.y ific tale iclalcd of liim and Arch- 
dioj) I illolson. whose inemlsluj. he nlways relaiiKHl. The Archbishop 
oniplammi;- iluii he conhl mit imne his licarers in the pulinl as Hclter- 
)n couh on the stn-e; says Iletterton, ‘1 tlunk, is easy to be 

xoiinled for : it is^ficcausc ) mu are only tcdlin|‘ them a story, and I am 
lowiiijjj^ lliern facts. Spence's Anecdotes. 

77 i€ p\ir. Should be Mlie same year.’ See last 

1 . 30 . d'he fuurth edition of Milton’s ‘X’aradise Lost’ in 

bk' in i 6;7^ P‘ddishcd !>y ^adMcrip(ion in 1688, amnValton’sPolyglott 

P. 148 I 21 ‘You gave me leave once to take the lilicrty 

aniend m advismp^ you not to content yourself with one half of the 
.1011 for your admiiers, when you might command them all If I 
lit take tire freedom to repc-at it, I would on this occasion. I think 

Addison to Pope, 

J2. Aw? 4 1 pounds for my 

JsUtiOM of tlm llmd, ami six hundred for the Odyssey; and all the 
•aloLs subscribers, and presents into the bargain.’ Spence’s 

.144, 1. I. Zj/z/e/ impresssiL Johnson does not quote any authority 
ins .statemeul. Put in all probability he would derive his Icnow- 
:e of such iuoceedings from Ids father. Cl Life of Dryden, p. 34, 


. 145 , 1. 31. ?/; (ff his kikrs. This is the letter to Mr. Bridges, 
l>rmted by^ Johnson . See p. 241. 

’ 140 , 1. 32. Jjiit'it'K ’rids is the celebrated Madame Dacier 
1-1720), who, m r 716^ published her ’Leience of Homer,’ and in 




7m I\ 1 4n, 34 ^ />. 158, 1. 6. 


iiuiagcment of the secret-serviee money in his hands, he 
tich a pen -ion yenily, without any one’s knowing that 
[ocIiMod even this: but thanked Mr. Craggs for the 
iinc'erity of hi^i fiiemhhip^ told him that 1 did not much 
any way; but that since lie Iiad so much goodness 
^h<»uM want money, 1 would come to him for a hundred 
I h»r iivc humheii, il' my wants ran so high.’ Pope, in 

liUuseH the only authority for this story, it must be 
real su as being very probably an invention on 

H)et tor tlu! (iispluy of his own magnanimity. 

Jiihh'J. Pope’s independence in money matters found 
with Jt»lm on, ami peiliaps even blinded him to some of 
-r ia,ult.s t>f elmiaeter. 

. 'Phe true MS, reading is dcsird, which, liy 

rs, has bei-n restored In the teat without remark. 

. I'hc MS. \\'A\\ presents, 

Jlaliphr. I’his tale is derived from Spence’s Anecdott;.s, 
Itself confessed to being a little uncertain as to minute 

S|‘H.iice has ‘ better.* 

, The patP'm was not aecitstomed, Johnson is doubtless 
St? excessive tlighlH of praise ami fulsome flattery with 
. of the gtau'talinn immediately jircceding that of I^ope 
i! to let mil the favours of a |»alrun. At these Johnson’s 
.St are always luutlly expressed. Cf. the Life of Dryden, 

Tinne, Johnson seems here to mi.ss Pope’s meaning, 
.ave nusmt th.il he wanted lienefits from Halifax before 
uk him ; or cmtainly he would not have said so even if 
lis leal feeling. !lc is only in a delicate way saying that 
fiom Halifax at nil; which he conveys by hinting that 
oady done soim I lung for him (as in granting him his 
ul coricetiug the passage in question), so that if he is to 
dationships, it will be to thank him, not to ask for more 

se0m ami fiatmi Language far too strong. Pope 
idmircd Halifax, or he would not have exposed him to 
matter of the corrections to the Homer. But I^ope 
imorni ptaise on him in the preface to the Iliad, and the 
die man to do this to any object of his 'scorn and 
Uough we must allow that the character of Bufo, in the 
Satires, is probably intended for Plalifax, yet it is not 
ign any particular haired as the cause of even so severe 
I, um the pen of Pope. 



Pal'K. 




1 . r!ofy/-nm'<y. ITmw imirh of Iiyjiin-ii .y Hu-iv rrallywaslnsomen 

Ii'liBl Ilf ihfSt' . iiiri In i it shoHii iilcVv-. ( '| tlii' ikiUv in' 

J>. ir,i) 1 J.. a,.-.' ...v, Jn!u;.,.,i iu..t.si„;ccurald;: 

rope wrote ^anu lias h* l*e »♦» \rj> jiiif t»iu" to in(\* ^ 

IMOO, 1 . y, Alva! iHis tiiiif, ^liirtc 11 , 1 , 1 .. t,, l„. j,„ nuthnntvfnrlliis 
il'.-it I. it;„l ■if tu,. tnit''iiomt to 


f^tnty. nnd the wnoi ,, , 

till* roiH'hjNiojj that hiiu eli fltn-J;!?',! if. 

I, 31, Hnih vrt'-iMiu npprarrtl ju juiie 1715. 

1’. 1(!1. 1. f<yos. I'lij.,- wii.ii- <I s!, ,!! „„ .uhiirarv 

llljjliflyiiijj iiiiii'iTtlii!;;, liiiiii till- Miiail ruuit l.uili.m at BiittonV 

I’ope Ciapiy:, July ifth, 


JhifliW'x. 'riii.w.isafi.lT,- Wili'; in Russell Street 

:’t.veut Cuiiini, It was Kr;,! In lu.r n.iuirl Rutluu, uii „|.l servant of 
lie t'ouiilii.s (»» W.utti.'f. wh,i:i, A.', list, a li,-l|,,.,l ,.stal,lisli it 
\i!iliM.ll uiailr it 111-. tir.Sini! iii|.| ,,| c,,,,, jf 

he Hoeiefy fit tlie wit-i of the ♦lay. 

1 , 7 . t,mmm MtmL N..ie tli.i! tlie vnlj;,i!i .!„ ■ luiuual IVieml ' is not 
tHrd hy jnhuson. 

I ta iWi '11th fjpiihnji W4N fy|»ufMl to Vi^pv hyOay, ma 

Hter fh' July N, 1715. ti.jv to haie ;it frtl elltrienUy here 

tithe diithU'ter f 4 n liti., hie; uutlrr. Ur u.ts onr ih lltONe ‘ tknmed 
hsrutls/ a. h e.o-a t.i r.il! tfwut. why always 

uatiiige to h.ay the W}r.!t|j thuy^^ tia thr tmm ut the wronff 

ii'jje. ' 


L //i* ivjf I lirtr vv,i.\ la'i frteo"|.i fiU' thin eolivietloa OH 

lie jiiiH <»l‘ lhi|-te. 

1.3,0. a mmf m fohfy.ofih. Itytpuiife here w most: 

iiimnwartly urouip Hr mpUr^ that tir lrlir\e-» i« Topeh theory of 
he real aotlmrdiip rtnVkrllV UAiMAium m ii'.rlt a wihl invention; 
irnl eu-tn if Atfth^yn lent .hail a |s.4ii}a| 1 fyurrfii iu the iiinlertalciiig, it 
i tlilhenlt to ve how the jr .'.iuo »4 hr. tsiuif wtiuhl amount to 
i*€rjnte. On Mieh n themy rn hPi'ajtt UiMUilii) hitpr's own chiu actor 
voultl !»e crliiiiiml iieiml 

P» lilil, I 17. rf.#>e#W./, i'rpr ’ ttuhhfjnrd ' 

I iH. sffiiri m Thtt IjI'.iI puiilnl in 17^31 then atiiong 

he * Mhcellatiie^ in 0*^7* ^^^‘1 iiiiallt. ior-*s|-t'i!4!rtl, with home nlight 
(Itemtirws, Jo the Kpi^lk to Ih Atluiilwr»t, II uyi *14. «Thcw 
tekhr&fed lioe% are at otwe i irm'stf ipir^r iil Hthill an a poet am! 
UH haHc diipoiitloii os II oitto I’hrv muiie tlir iiur4 finisih of 

■arcastie exprewirm with thr vriitsiiuum oialipti}!) *4 iriMUial ranvaur/ 
kpeh Cbf. Krrict* ri*»lP. 

I, ay, Jl&miitf 7 \twk^tikiiw I’his Itmur wn\ f|r*4iove»l in 1807. The 
wsient hotme prr%eivei the oaiiir* ioil il«r^ nt4| M»ifi4 «Eiti llir piTcUesIle 
)! i'opdi Villa.. 

Ih Wdf If 8, // fmtjf h i;i, ,S«ij|he)'a Lile of 
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Nelson: ''Good God! if I did not fmd that great little man, of whom 
everybody is so afraid, idaying in tlie next room under the dining-table 
with Mrs. Nisbet’s cliild.’ 

p, 164, 1. 7. I/omer/i/a. Bvirnet and Ducket were joint authors of 
this pampli let, of wlvioli two editions a|)jH.‘ared in 1715. 

1. If), Soui/i Sea. I'his alludes to the celeln-ated Company for trading 
with the South Seas, afterwards known as the South Sea Bubble. 

1. 22. perhap not 0/ that. * Pope has engaged to translate the 

Odyssey in three years ; I believe rather out of a pros[>cct of gain than 
inclination, for I am pei:;naded he bore his part in the loss of the 
South Sea,’ Gay to Swift, Jan. 2.jth, 1722. 

1. 23. Next year. 'Fhat is, 1721. j>nt the real date was 1722, 

1 %^. stzme year, d'his dale sliould be 1725. The edition was in 
six volumes 410., j>nhlished by lomiom 
p. 106, 1. 2. .sixteen shilUny.w This piece of information Johnson 
doubtless derived from his father. 

1, 7. Shakspean restored. Puldished in 1726, 

1, 8. formal edition. In 1733. 

1.26, litt/e read. The so ‘Called ‘correct’ style of the time had 
allowed the works of Shaksiteare to fall into almost total neglect. 
The editor of Shffiiel<r» I'issay on Poetry said of Shakspeare in 1721, 
hat there W'as not one of his 8oliloquie.s that could be excused by 
:eason or nature. 

k 32. Fenkm and Ihwme. * 'rhey two [Fenton and Broome] had 
esolved on Iranslaling the < )dyssey; Mr. Pope hearing of it immediately 
laid that he would make a third. At last he came to be principal in the 
vork.’ Spencc’.s Anredotes. 

P. 166, 1, 8, trial if Sisliop Atterlmry. Bishop Atterbury was tried 
“or conspiring to iuocuic the restoration of the Pretender. He i.s 
laid to have com|)Osed the speech in which Dr. Sacheverell defended 
limself in his own tiiab Atterbury was convicted and banished the 
dngdom. Pope jpves an account of and excuse for his own blunders 
it the trial. ‘ 1 licver Ci>uld speak in public : and I don’t believe 
hat if it was a set thing, I cou]<l give an account of any story to 
welve friends logelher, though 1 could tell it to any three of them 
nth a great deal of pleasure. When I was to appear for the Bishop of 
lochester, in his trial, though 1 had but ten words to say, and that on 
plain point, (.how the Bishop spent his time whilst I was with him at 
iromley,) I made twt) or three blunders in it : and that notwithstanding 
he first row of lords (which was all I could see) were mostly of my 
cquaintance.' Spence’s Anecdotes, 
k 25, Broome and Bhtton. Cf. p. 147, lb 7“9t notes. 

E 167, b 16. • In 1726, Mr. Joseph Spence, Fellow of New College 
1 Oxford, but not yet Profe.ssor of Poetry, as Dr* Johnson imagined him 
3 he (my father hulditig that office at the time), published an Essay 
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m a hvVM, !'hiK|.su, .ml Antiplmus, after 

the lii.iinu-r ea iUr.h>=u; . aiui *^si t!ie I H.nm, ju uhi^ji Ijeaiui. 

;)hil Mnni Ur, Wiv miw.U ly r„u i nM. -n,,- r.iii.luur, the polituicsr 

tilt* tnu: tj -it’, uiueli Jui' k:iui.:is,iu wus conducted 

■" i- ' *■' I " '■ he inmudialely 

unit!, a Ilf it. i.l Ih.' ili,,.- .: ii ; aitihnr, uli.i, liotwilhshndmE 

Hi. J.diii lilt', iniian.:;; it . ii, v,-.., .tu ami mhohir,' Waiton’s 

eiiilitsu i»i \f4, i. |H 


i ty. 4 4 e?^/'i,',r.»‘ I s»i . i .. tlsr ' ,, AistHahtics’ frequently 

releuefl t>». J-h;;'. <u v, -r u.rni la wiitiiii'; thi.'Uifc. 

.P ItlH, L i. .r, Iuhih h, fi-ra; iueitfies ul thuhc larc instances 

tu jnha.44i *4 a hat.i.irly vunJ' tUitfS ?■«':, his’e. I'lir litsat til l*0|'ic\s fingers is 
?-<» uihvil up tu a Here *-l pi .hmuh,'. th.it if i; IrH u,a-e;tuiu whether the 

h».l fisq'rlH h* h'lUpnl In I'-t 't ! nl I’mf- 


I 4. re.VM'.ne At Ihi- r was 'tayijtp with Fadtl Boliiig- 

leethi*. lei* lifli. i lu i < * In Jin I t»4isq,,*|ji'itkc's house, 

at Nmv, Jti. Pht* i.thn 1,44 i.f Vi4l,uje are taken 

frtim l\Uillir 4 »r:i I ..ilr i4 i’^q a', hriujj vtei’.uiif ,| iij a fn^r.imtotO p, 213 , 
rt! r/fi.j, »Su»h .m 4 ut!*Mn!v ^ddihuvj In jjve them any claim 
to emhiua*. iu*-in u. t!ic* * tii^ I ' aliutlul Ui in given by 

Ktifi'hrail htuiiirl! an thr HutliMijiv I'^Jy «.»l rH|a.‘A nun tuiKUpportcd 
testimimy. I'lu* hh4s i;* that Viih.iiir tu,a| m cl},:!! fA,ni p^pc* the 
lliuue «f the wiiler %4 Ihr lu-i <4 tlarc* ‘ U.,'^ 4 j, 4 .:;il la-Uci’s' which 
a|*|!i'ajed u,l that tl.iie ,v 14. ;r *».',»■ 4 irj uiitl u'iit'Jt wt-re |Jti>clnciiig 

luui'h Ktirateamf!. IS q"'. ini m! sr-Hh-iu .ilaiuuti tluMiuthorship 

f<»r hitU'inir. an4 th'i'! 4 it',l ih,tf i-y tht* nrs,!: tlty th’* ui us was all over the 
Ciiiut* Uullhr.ul iinr.l hau" t'C'-o juj'.-a'VH.ii mI }pra{ hrlicviiig power to 
tU!ce|it ijtre!i a istiuy <4 Vt.ihaiO’ Ihii uiu/a »♦! ilir i’ujtU*siV|K»rary writing 
about Voltaire ih utterly tr-.inraunjihy, hring i:Mto|(U”aii uialer the 
of utmm tliridHgi.u! I■{a'. 

I, f,|> iUtmeP *riir allu'.-hiij is to Jhimrri' lii‘4«.»ry of liist.HvnTime.’ 

h 4C»* samf *t1a\ ha-l leally happruul two years before, 

Iwttvii iitihlishril hy l*opr hinr.rlt ur'ir all jr\r-.r 4 , mat iiuiny garbled; 
awl he* was uiiwiyTtl at a piihheahoji whieh pin this exercise of 
lib talciita; that bg sHppt^Hwg Imh in\si aea'oiiig to hr irucq which is 
ikriililhiL €i'. p. i|k» h 40, aiitl 

I. 3||, Ari 0f * Mi. hop^* has |aihh‘4inl a MYnwl volume of 

hb IVlieal Wtnkn , I alwaw- ilii-rngh! thr Ait id' Sinking” 

WM« lib| though hr there it* llni Mt.Uu ytlw pubibher) to. 

Swift, list July, 

IK Jtl0. 1. to. Ch |J. i. 6, 

I 14 , A'aiph. 

*Aml let, thy very Clii.H-irens givo o'n. 
livm l<il|)h witl llriilry wiifr^ iifi irnre/ 

liwu'Wih I. ai|. 
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' ® Silence, ye Wolves! while Ralph to Cynthia howls, 

And innkes iui;ht ludcous — answer him, ye owls!’ 

Ibid, iii, 165. 

These ‘ Gazetteers '* were men who received in those clays pay from 
the government out of tlie secret service money, to write in their 
support, and abuse tlieir opif ionents, which last tliey certainly did most 
lustily. Janies Ralph nppiMrs to have been one of them. ‘James 
Ralph, a name inserted after the first editions, not known to our author 
till he writ a swenring-pucce called Sawney, very abusive of Dr. Swift, 
Mr. Gay, and himself. These lines allude to a thing of his, entitled 
a roem.” ’ Note by Warbuiton, on Dunciad, iii. 165. 

P.170, 1. 17. at raridcmi. This is simply a falsehood. There was 
no difficulty in recognising tlie initials. Cf. p. 172, 1. ,16, 

P.173, I 3. reihuirks, Cf- jg). 139 and 141, 1. 7, v\o{q, snb /ui. 

1. 16. sneak ajhi shn/iie. Johnson’s indignation here at last, and most 
properly, gels llic belter of his admiration lor Ikgic. 

P. 174, I 8. denied, la a letter to the Earl of IhuTington, bearing 
no date beyond 1 731. 

1.20. less east ijf exensed. Spence makes Pope declare that the Duke 
ofChaudos was pieiTectly salislied. 

P.175, 1. I. (lay. John Gay (i6SS 1733) is pierhapos best known 
as the avillior of Gay’s haldes. He liad always been intimate with Pope 
and Swift, the lallcr of whom recommended to him the sclicme of his 
‘Beggar’s (Jpera/ which was {lerlormed with so much succe.ss as to 
bring him £700 of piotits, and wliich was the foundation of the 
English Ojiera. 

1. 23. from 'niddemen. Jolmson is here mistaken. The volume does 
not contain any letters from noldemen, and Curl! was accjiiitted and had 
the copies returnc<l to Iiirn on that ground. 

P. 170, 1. 30. fuiiish them himself, ITiis account of the matter is 
now universally received. 

P. 177, I 15. Preface to the hfisalianies. Cf. p. 168, 1. 17, sq. 

P.170, 1. 5. his friend, Eoid IJolingbrokc. 

1,24. 17, kb Sliould be 1732. 

P, 180, L 24. rt\ ei red from lUdingbroke, Cf. the Introduction to the 
Essay on Man, Clar, Press Series. 

P. 182, 1,31. A loiter, 'Ehis was fust printed in Malone’s * Supplement 
to Shakesi'ieare.’ 

P. IH.'k 1. 8. I'he arraganee .... importance. Johnson here takes an 
eminently common-sense vitwv of the question of consistency. A perfect 
consistency is possiide only to the narrowest mind and the feeblest under- 
sUmding. 

‘A iooHsU consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by 
little statt'smen an<l philo.sophers and divines. With consistency a great 
send has sitaply nothing to do. He may a,s well concern himself with 
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This was at a lime wlien tlie Greek states could hardly have resisted 
such an attack^, and Herodotus argues tliat it was only the refusal of 
pariiis at once to conrply with tlie advice of Atossa, and his preference 
for the Scythian expedition, which sa\'cd Greece from falling under the 
Persian yoke. Cf. Herodotus, iii. 133, 134. 

1. 33. graiitnde. Jolinson’s censure is liere undeserved. The character 
of Atossa is intended not for tlie Ducliess of Marlborough but for the 
ptichess of Buckinghanishire. 

1. 34* 1730 and 1740. Really lietwecn 1 733 and 1738. 

p. 189 , 1 . 2. once wifJiout it Johnson alludes to the ‘ Sober Advice 
from Horace to tlie Youug Geuilemen about Town/ Pope reprinted 
this as his in the edition of the ‘ Imitations,’ 1740. 

1. 27 Tlie epistle to Dr. Arbiithnot, as has been already noticed, is 
also known as tlie Prologue to the Sat ires. 

P. 190 , 1 , 23. lie was , ,.,fnaiig'nity. 'Phis paragraph is a good instance 
of that obscurity wliicli will sornetiniies result from the great familiarity 
of the writer witli Ids suliject -matter. Jolmson has constructed the 
passage as if all iris readers knew as much as himself of tlie history, 
personal and political, of l'o}>e's time. John, Lord Plervcy of Ickworth 
(1696" 1743), was a strenuous suptporlcr of the Walpole administration. 
His healtli in his youth had lieen extremely delicate, and the strict 
regimen necessary to pi'esei ve him was usetl by Pope as an opportunity 
for satire. Hervey wrote many pamphlets in defence of the Ministry ; 
but the one which was answered liy Pultency and caused the quarrel 
was wrongly attrifmted to him, lieing really written by Sir William 
Yonge, then Secretar}' at War. Popie fust attacked Hervey in the 
Miscelhmies (1 727), and towards the close of 1 732 lie was again sneered 
at in the Imitations of Horace, Satires ii. i, under the title of Lord 
Fanny. Hervey answered this with the assistance of Lady Mary 
Wortley Montagu, on whom Pojie, in the same composition, had made 
the most Idtd and Imil.'il attack in all our literature. There was also 
aiiotlicr answer, 1733, wholly from Hervey’s pen,' An Epistle from a 
Nobleman to a l><»etor of Divinity,’ and it is in this that the hatter 
accusation is contaim'd. In answer Pope again satirised Hervey in the 
Epistle to Dr. Aibiithnot under the title of Sponis. The.se are ‘ the 
verses in this poem/ Cf. note on the lupistlc to Arbuthnot, 1 . 305, 
Clar. Press Series. 

k 2S. Hard as, id 'Hiis was wnitten with the assistance of I..ady 
Mary Wortley Mont;ig,u, to whom indeed it has been frequently 
attributed allogelher. 

1, 29 hints, t'v'o. 'riiis ivas in a different piece, wholly by ITervey, 
called ‘ An bipistle in Verse from a Nobleman to a Doctor in Divinity.’ 

P. 191 , 1 . 1 2. Aden of Hath, Thi.s is Mr, Ralph Allen, who introduced 
into the jmstul sy-stem of tin; country the system of cross posts, ob- 
viating the incmiveuicncc, which had obtained till his time, that a letter 
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from one provincial town to another had always to be sent through 
London. He was much respected by the authors of his time, and 
supplied Fielding with the original of his beautiful character of Squire 
All worthy, in ‘Tom Jones.’ 

1. 20. Mep^oaching. "Lyttelton supported his friend, and replied that 
he thought it an honour to be received into the familiarity of so great 
a poet.’ Johnson, Life of Lyttelton. 

1. 30. to intimidate Pop. ^ His prosecution was intended as a hint 
to Pope, and he understood it as such ; and did not publish a Third 
Dialogue, which he certainly had designed to do.’ Warton’s Pope 
(1797), vol. i. p. bci. This "third dialogue’ was one intended to be 
added to the two already published, called ‘Seventeen Hundred and 
Thirty Eight.’ 

P. 192, 1. 8. about this time. These ‘ Memoirs ’ were first published 
in 1 741, in an edition of Pope’s prose works. 

1.31. Mr. Otifle. ‘L’Histoire des Imaginations Extravagantes de 
Monsieur Oufle, causees par la lecture des Livres qui traitent de la 
Magie, du Giimoire, des Demoniaques, «Scc.’ Two vols., Amsterdam, 

1 710. Or Johnson may have seen the English translation of 171 r , 

P. 193, 1. 10. a man. This was by Atterbury, afterwards bishop of 
Rochester. Pope not improbably was in the secret of the editorship ; 
if so, the omission of his predecessor’s preface was peculiarly ‘ injurious.* 
P. 194. 1. 33, looking on. We should now say Hooking on at’ 

P. 195, 1. 6.^ Three Hours after Marriage. This play was by John 
Gay, Pope’s friend, who has been previously mentioned. Cf. p. 175, 1. 1 , 
and note. ’ 


That is, Cibber would rise. The pro- 


P. 196, 1. 5. he would rise. 
nouns are a little confused. 

1. 22. Osborne. This was the bookseller whom Johnson immor- 
talised by knocking him down with a folio. Cf. Boswell, anno 1 742. 

1. 2^. fate of Cassandra. Cassandra, also called Alexandra, was the 
fairest of the daughters of Priam and Hekabe. She was beloved by 
Apollo, who promised her the gift of prophecy if she would accept of 
his love. She consented, but having obtained the gift she refused to 
keep her promise. To punish her Apollo decreed that though she 
should correctly prophesy, no one should believe her. This was there- 
fore her fate, and she in vain prophesied the fall of Troy. 

P. 197, 1. 4. his own magpie. 

The coxcomb bird, so talkative and grave. 

That from his cage cries Cuckold, . . . , and Knave, 

Tho’ many a passenger he rightly call, 

^ ^ You hold him no Philosopher at all.’ Moral Essays, i. 5. 

.7. another pmnpklet. ‘Another Occasional Letter from Mr. Cibber 
to Mr. Pope. Wherein the New Hero’s preferment to his Throne in the 
Duiiciad seems not to be accepted. And the Author of that Poem his 
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„ore Hghtful claim to it is asserlea. With an Expostulatory Address 
to the Kevend. Mi. W — n, author of the new Preficp anrl I\ ■ 
the curious Imj.rovcraents of that Satire.’ j 744. ' ' ^ Adviser in 

1. 30. BlanX: wne. Johnson’s love of rhymed verses is he™ 
apparent. Cf Life of Dryden, p. 6, 1. ,s. and nrte 
P. 198, 1. irt. JMarlha Blount. Theresa and Marit,- pi 

Iho" Thiresf thf Oxfcr" 

,1.™; s: si;; 

P. 200, 1. I. his father. Tlie father w.as buried at Chiswicb but there 

Id .”"ct "hi ’ IK ‘^5’ Pope to to f?h" 

flir '' probably, that misled 


incl 

fohnsoii. 

P. 201, 1. ealjor holin;.;bnhc. This seems to have been the true 

xplaiuilicm of the matter. ^ 

^'1 'v*i Ciiniiinnham notices that this is a favourite 

ml with Johnson. In the Life of Cowley, ‘whatever he writefis 
olluled wall some conceit’; in the ‘Idler,* No. 82, he talks of pol- 

'n'a ''"•‘‘’'■'"‘'■y: i» bis ‘Tour to the Hebrides^ of 

Jllutwi; the table with slices of cheese. Pope ‘polluted his will with 

:d,;xir;:[;hin;"sil:r"‘‘ 

/'hiui/e nwivitovi/. Johnson follows Warburton and Ruffhead 
. never read hi.s will ; but he mentioned to me the part relatint; to 
r. Allen, .and I advi.sed bun to omit it, but could not prevail on him 
( 0 .so. ^ lave a letter ol liis by me on that subject.’ Martha Blount 

s Ancalotcj;. ^ 

1. Pope's own request, who desired him 

i. s to clrspo.^c of it if he did not wish to accept it for himself. 

..^2^. I'Jiere is an account of him in the Gentle- 

ii. s Majiannn for 1775, p. 4.35. i>orn which Johnson seems to have 
'rowed 

P. 20'1, I. i.f. a dram. The same tale if found in Dr. Kinc’s 

needotvs, pp le jj. j)r. King himself recommended Lord Bur- 

;lon to su,,],ly lope will, eheiry brandy, at which Pope was 
nm- Uiiui bramly whilst the company were eng.aged in 

iti. says' /uTYnal: ■— 

‘ iMuem aniinae, qnne res hnmanas misenit olim, 

IN on p'ladii, non snxa dahtint, nec tela, sed illc 
< aimnrutu vimlex ac tanti sanguinis ultor 

Sat.x. t6a. 
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P. 205, 1. 5 . impressmt=z^rm\:mg, 

. II. resembled Dryden, Cf. Life of Dryden, p 1 r. 

I' T» '’»■■ "■ P. '.P 

. p.s:i: .rrr/i?3™rssst. , 

cw.« .Tslit 

forfeited to the crown, and was afterwards nsed forS. „h ’ !f 

WhttfsifuaS £ 

‘ Then from the Mint walks forth the man of rhyme 
Happy 1 to catch me just at dinner time.’ ^ ’ 

Want of a dinner. Johnson’s notice' Tais^s^m^'^' , 

.h™,^4'’r'EgT,«:’7" "“■ “ 

P. 210, 1. 4. Idow he could love. ‘ Oh I a «;fnT-v nf ivr -d i 1 
Prince «Mr Vnr,^ ^ i and the 

b.r„M. j... „ ^.j. wi* “s^r. 

1. 19 . a fool io Fame, ^741- 

‘A fool to Pleasure, yet a slave to Fame.’ 

an^M;s^n^^^lp:ct:^^^^^ 
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(luacifery and ignorance with great mental power, boldness, and success. 
His father brought, him up to medicine, but he despised book-learning 
of every sort, and took many long and hazardous journeys to investigate 
[he secrets of Nature for himself. He used to boast that Ms whole 
library would not am aunt to six folios. Hence he who reads little, and 
is content to gather wisdom by bis own practical experience, is said by 
[ohnson to study in llie academy of Paracelsus, 
p, 214, 1. 14. wrses — 

* Wliat tlatt’ring scenes our wandhing fancy wrought, 

Rome’s pomijous glories rising to our thought I 
Together o’er llic Alps inethinks we fly, 

Fir’d with Ideas of fair Italy. 

With thee on Raidiad’s Monument I mourn, 

Or wait inspiring dreams at Maro’s Urn, 

With thee rej)ose, wlicrc TuUy once was laid, 

Or seek some ruin's formidalde shade : 

Wliilc h'aucy brings tlie vanished piles to view, 

And builds imaginary Rome anew.’ Epistle to Jervas, 23. 

P. 215, 1. 27. Some emj>hiy at once^ Sic. This was Johnson’s own 
practice, 

P.210, 1. 13. remfy at /ifs call. Pope says in his preface to the 
Essay on Man that lie found lie could express himself more clearly and 
shortly in verse than in iirose. 

1. 21. temforarjf. Here used in the same sense as * occasional’ in the 
Life of Drycit n, p. 71,1. L{. which see, with note. 

1. 27, 7t>/iat ma/titmlcs have sauL Cf. life of Dryden, p. 71, 1. 27. 
•We have lieen all born, wa? liave most of us been married,’ &c. 

P. 217, 1. 4. ^more tm/miance. I’lii.s remark is very valuable from 
its truth, ami as coming from an authority like Johnson. None can 
how tlie defects of a tiling so well as the man that made it; provided 
always that he docs nut allow himself to be blinded by his own conceit. 

1. 18. /hr the /eo/Ie. * I knew they were bad enough to please even 
\ylien I wrote them.’ Rife of Drydcii, p. 103, 1. 25. 

P. 220, 1. 20. the Ze/hyrs. 

‘The balmy Zephyrs, silent since her death, 
l.aiiient the ceasing of a sweeter breath.* 

Pastorals, iv. 49. 

1. 32. CiW/eSs iniL Sir John Denham’s 'Cooper’s Hill,’ published 
it Oxfoid, 1033, dcficribes the scenery of a part of the Thames near 
iVincksor, and tiverlooking the famous lowlands of Runnymead. The 
locm is iinjiortant as being the first example of that local poetry w’hich 
ttiiLs almost confined to English literature, and which was afterwards 
0 receive such extpii.sitc development in Gray’s * Elegy in a Country 
Churchyard/ 

R 221, L I l-aa, But the desire .... tyrant Johnson has again ex- 

Y 
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pressed the same opinion in his life of Gray : — ‘ The “ Prospect of Etoi 
College” suggests nothing to Gray which every beholder does not equalb 
thinh and feeL His supplication to Father Thames to tell him wh( 
drives the hoop or tosses the ball is useless and puerile. Father Thamei 
has no better means of knowing than himself.' But though Johnsoi 
criticises these passages in other writers, yet similar expressions may h( 
found in his own works. Cf. Rasselas, p. 319, 1. 28 sq. And th< 
paragraph contains worse faults than any mere inconsistency. T{ 
censure a poet on such grounds as that ‘ nothing can be easier than t( 
teir a tale embodied in such charming verse as Pope’s legend 0 
Lodona, is to fundamentally mistake the grounds of poetical criticism 
Of this mistake Johnson has given a foretaste in the Life of Dryden 
p. 8, 11 . 9 sq. The truth is, that difficulty of subject is rather unde 
sirable in poetry, and when present it is for the poef s art to conceal i1 
beneath the perfect flow of polished verse. He can never be more thai 
a second-rate musician whose hearers are always wondering at hii 
execution : intricacies vanish beneath a master's touch, and every heare: 
is tempted to fancy that he can himself rival a brilliancy achieved witl 
so much ease. 

L 14. Father Thames, Windsor Forest, 1 . 329 sq. 

* In that blest moment from his oozy bed, 

Old Father Thames advanc’d his rev’rend head,’ &c. 

1 . 15. Lodona. Windsor Forest, 1 . 171. In this episode Pope ver 
beautifully narrates the legend of the origin of the river Loddon. 

Campaign. The lines are— 

‘ Gods may descend in factions from the skies, 

And rivers from their oozy beds arise.’ 

L 20 . a new mefamorj>hosis. 

‘She said, and melting as in tears she lay, 

In a soft, silver stream dissolv’d away. 

The silver stream her virgin coldness keeps. 

For ever murmurs and for ever weeps ; 

Still bears the name the hapless virgin bore. 

And bathes the forest where she ranged before.' 

Windsor Forest, 203. 

1 . 25. Chaucer, The Temple of Fame is adapted from Chaucer’ 
House of Fame. 

1.30. concluding paragraph. From the concluding paragraph alludec 
to are the following lines 

‘Nor Fame I slight, nor for her favours call, 

She comes unlock’d for if she comes at all, 

But if the purchase cost so dear a price, 

As soothing Folly, or exalting Vice : 

Oh! if the muse must flatter lawless sway, 

Asad follow still where fortune leads the way; 
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Or if IH) basis bear luy rising^ name 
Hut llie lail'n ruins (if another’s fame; 

Then leauU .nc. heav'n I to scorn the guilty bays. 

Olive iiiim uiv Irreast that ■wretuhe.l Inst of praise; 

Unl.lrmish’a let me live, or (lie unknown; ^ 

Ob' ernut an Imm-.t fame, or grant me none. _ 

^ ,on 1 - ’'ju'iP/rv. Kielim.l Ikntley Cif>f'2-I743). a great classical 
fi^“!vl.oTlistin"ui'shc.! himself hy his citical ksarning and by hit, 
a! Miter of Trinity College, Ca.nhridge, in which (lapactty he 

Ts involve.! in ^ij " 

1 1V' 4^ "r"7(/ Cf. lifc of Dryden, p. 86, 1. .0, 

aote* , . ^ mi rriticisra. 11. 2ic;'"232. Jolmson 

' '■ ’V™t; im t'**!'” 

Niui’lnh -'ll"'' '"I'"'"’ ’ 

Sic aquilam Vienna fngiunt trepidante coUnnhae , 

5;, ''”»'”";'“rsr,.s.3. 

*vlht!''i hk''VV(lam"iHMilL petit, ille salulem; 

Alter inhaesuro slniilis, jam jamtiue tencre 
Sperut, et extento stringit vest 1, pa rostro: 

Alter in amhigno est, an Rit deprensus, ct ipsis 

work of Brooinc. i he \ ^ Fr. sallo, 

‘fit mmJJax to throw. 

‘Whon Ai;« stnveH sunre rotks vahi 

Th. li.. 1.1«- - ■>“ J7»- 

r r,v.„»v, ./*. «, 

are HouK'tinu'H real, a qLstion which depends 

Addison, Spectator, IN o, ri-vg^ar If I*ope’s meaning was 

largely on the delicney and tJVear would urge the 

tliai lines could be wiittcii, m iu<Xmg 
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voice to more rapid articidation, lie RtatcMl an ascertainable foct, wliicb 
no amount of counting of syllables will <^xplaiii away. Instances could 
he multiplied without end. but perhaps few would be better than 
Tennyson’s lines in Elaine:— 

‘Then Sir Lavaine did %ve 11 and wnrddpfully; 

He bore a knight of old reputif to the earth, 

And brought his horse to Ia\nceIot wh<*re he lay.* 

To read the second of these lines .sh)wly wouhl be to la.ikc it horribly 
harsh. The ear compels the voice to assuim- something of the rush and 
hurry of that desperate charge; for lif<‘, nay in4>n\ tor Lancelot. 

P. 227, 1. 28. Jf this is mi suHkuni .... H)ri|;iuulity consists in 
thinking for yourself, not in tliinking diJierently frtun other people/ 
Fitz- James Stephen, ^Liberty, Kguality. Fiaternity.’ 

P. 220 , 1 . 9. 77 te Mpisik &/ liioim fa JkiarJ, 'riu! fnll history of 
Eloisa and Abelard may Ijc read in EUvin's edition ol Lope’s Works, 
vol. ii. p. 226. The two principal perhouagrs ui tin* jua-m ihnirishcd in 
the twelfth century. It is enough to ^.ay oi them here that both were 
learned and for learning famous, ami deeply attached to carh other. 
Circumstances parted them, ami they ndiied to separate convents, A 
letter from Abelard to a friend, Unvailing his haid late in this matter, 
fell into the hands of Eloisa, vvho then, aecuiding the 1 1 ad itiuu. wrote 
the Latin letter on which the |Hn*m is Inumled, but td the geunim'uoss 
of which there is much doulit, 

1 . 32. aiilhor pftJie Ksstty, JoHe|» 1 i Waitort, 

P. 230 , 1 . 31. versums qf 'Lbat is, from Di vden’s Virgil. 

P. 232, 1 . 17. io itavii miM, ikiS, This duc'^ nut ‘a-em to be JulnihCm’s 
opinioir as cxpre.sscd in the life ot l)r)tlcn. i'b p 7«), 1 . 14 : * A tmns' 
lator is to be like bis author; it is siot hb businrsi to excel lum,’ 
P.233,1. 12. Broome. Lope laobably eoiiecied these miles very 
freely, Cf. p. 1 . 34, ami p. 167, La, 

1. 32. 77 ieobaiiL CL. supra, p. 165, L fL ami L 10. 

P. 234, 1. 19. iast eoikeiitm. This is Wattonb edition of Lope. 

1, 32, Leibuitiim nas&nmg. The idl«%itm k to tlie * Kssais de 
Th<^odici%d published in 1710, and ft'cmi which iiiuch of tlic argument 
of the Essay on Man is drawn* 

P.235, 1.13, 77 wtigh %m wi fiok. Thk is a coiiidiuitly rccunmg 
thought in the * Essay on Mam* CL 

* Go, teach eternal wiidom how to rule-*- 
Then drop into thywlf, and 11 foo! I * Part ii. 1 . ao. 
But the actual quotation, though Intcciiiide, m Jolu»on*s tpiolatioiis 
usually are, is doubtless taken from the linci— 

‘Seel and confess, one comfari still mmt rbe; 

'*Tis this, Tho* maa*s a fool, yet Uml ii wiicd 

Ptfi ii* L 393, 

P. 280, 1 33* Mossa. CL p* 1S8, I* 3a, and note# 
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1. 34. Ciodio, Altered to Wharton, the real name, in all the later 
editions. See Moral Essays, i. 179, 

P, 237, 1. 3. Phikfnede, 

' As llelluo, late Dictator of the Feast, 

The nose of Hantgout and the Tip of Taste, 

Critiqu’d your wine, and analyz’d your meat. 

Yet on plain Pudding deigned at home to eat; 

So Pliiloined<!* lecturing all mankind 
On the soft passion and the taste refin’d, 

The address, the delicacy-stoops at once, 

And makes her hearty meal upon a dunce.* 

Moral Essays, ii, 79. 

'Tradition represents him as willing to descend from the dignity of 
die poet and statesman to the low delights of mean company.* Johnson’s 
Life of Prior, 

L 8, Iliegy on Good Sense, Moral Essays, iv. 41 sq. 

1. 9, End of Buckingham. M oral Essays, iii. 299 sq. 

In. arhkrarify caUed, This title was given to it by Warburton. 

1 . 19. Sfoms, Johnson’s ojiinion of this passage is probably in- 
liienced l)y Ins fondness for the I lerveys. Lord Hervey being the original 
)f Pope’s CSporus.’ Cf. note on p. 190, 1 . 23. 

F. 238 , 1 . 7, Pope had . , . Tins paragraph is worthy of note as 
lontaining Johnson’s full de.scnption of what the word * genius’ meant 
0 him. 

1. 26. Mtme, Johnson was unalde to see how unsatisfactory was this 
lefinition of music, 

1 . 33, cant, Cf, laTe of Dryden, p. 31, 1. 27, note. 

P. 239 , 1 . 14. Swifds edict, Cf. Life of Dryden^ p. 106, 1 . 34, and 
lOte. 

1 . 16. Fenton, Cf. Life of Dryden, p. 107, 1 . 30. 

1. 18. douide rhymes. There does not appear to be in the ‘Rape of 
he Lock ’ any double rhyme which is not common in other portions of 
'ope’s writings; and it is hard to see on what ground Johnson would 
ave pronounced ‘ unsuccessful’ the rhyme in the lines — 

‘Put clear thy wrinkled brow and quit thy sorrow, 
rd scorn your prentice should you die to-morrow.* 

WifeofBath, 1.124, 

1 23 , six first. Instead of ‘ first six.' 

P. 243, 1 I. 'Visitor, This was in ‘The Universal Visitor’ for 175^. 
here is also another ‘Essay on Epitaphs' by Johnson in the Gentle- 
lan’s Magazine for 1 740, 

P. 245 , 1 . 21, IrumhaL Cf. note on p. 129, 1 . 28. 

P, 248, 1 34, namekss. Nameless when this was written. But ci. 
life of Dryden, p. 48, 1 . 17. ^ 

P. 261 , L 29, /m /4 Bsyden* 
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3E», 253, L 26 . fmn Crasimw. 

* The modest front of fUi 


s small iloar, 


lielieve me, remlcr, can say more 

Than many % braver marble can, 

‘»Here Iks a truly huuesi man.’” 

Crashaw’s Epitaph tipon Mr. Ashton. 

F 256, 1 BO. six iasL Atmtirer instance of jnli!iSi»u*s habit of putting 
the numeral in the wrong place in the sentence. 
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